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References to Dialects in Tolkaappiyam
J.  Neethivanan

Direct reference to dialects is seldom found in Tamil
grammatical works.It is not clear whether the grammarians
made their analysis on the basis of their idiolects or
different dialects or gave a grammar for the overall pattern
of the language. An attempt is made here to find out
whether any inference is possible regarding the presence and
characteristic features of the Tamil dialects of Tolkaappiar’s
period. The fact that Tolkaappiyar quite often gives more
than one sutra to explain different outputs resulting from
identical environments, suggests that they represent dialect
variations at the phonological, grammatical and lexical
levels. He has also made references to social and geogra-
phical dialects here and there, though dialect study on the
lines of modern linguistic techniques is not found.
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@ercLysm auflans sram @micyyant HHo TbhHS56
&STLBH&H BT
erap : 194 - Ipdbms s © Ipsflener
eTap : 219, 220 wasSsTmas © WES5HEME
eT(p : 242 veflwsié QaresLrer o Lisf-
9 H G &medsLmesr
eT(p : 243 sueflw g gia Qaramt_reir o sueafl-

b @& revst L et
1 : 288 wePWHSHIS ClETET LT o v pud HE & Tevur LT T
@ : 378 Qa5 g1 Qaremirer o Qasuled HO & evhr L meiT
s 1403 GmerSHELaTan et o @) me HE &T T e
Qaupharyiume e £psadmaury om L LIr
WYEGE o P wer SjewwssHs Qarerarsorid,
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Fa. M) L TFeyEd-I) UL L TTeUESG -3

8 -Q)etT- -9 SB-

@5 ‘@’ soflsow Aev sul_ L riisaflsd orbHmnieuy -
b QU QEL W suipkdlulns s Caem G, ()6 i
Asv eu L rrsefls) ‘g6’ srapih wrHms srflemur eupridw
Qasrugmend SPaHid BTHUTESET eerd@ T pev.
96 1 LI 6T
@ereflsir @ern yelsr Gwma
werewris QEs@FH 2Mis wrEw f
(evqp = 121)
[@iCasr@® o galstCGar®]
‘war QU QuaT@h @arQarT® g’
(st = 421)
[ @ 6wt 19 657 HT6L]
QuarQisr &erafée ST@ID QWi
(erap : 422)
[QueiTL 6T eps]
Cuaih Ao T@SHESTLHEST uGBLIY *
Rerioygem auflang sress @muugarilea Th 53611 GHnsT

stap 1 202 61L& dhl65T ST v 6 L& & 6WIT
sTep 203 { LOGYST GWUTI 66T €O LOETIT 60> 63T
FVI M © &HEVEMEV

Bsuaug tuesL s 1w HODTH aLLTT UPEGHS gy Spd
gL apso pudsd elen ssiuBE DS

Fon [ ULLATQIDSE - I UL TFaIweEd - 2

8 A @er ¢

8B @) #r o) 68T
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S| BTEF srflmwlsrg Geoumuriigenerl W6t su(pHLd ‘@n,rburr
alen &@H mS!.
‘Frey ETETEI(EF OEWRNd TEFSH
Bud wsrm Q505D 2.M565
~ (srap : 210)
|srousEsSlarret © FTEESS e ren)
gemeTw BT HUTESST euihwTmn
Qeriryran suflms stam @an Ly yamilst srBSHs1660LHE56T
st : 270, 271 I GHEM N o DITET &M D
sTap = 385 STPECET © FTIPECETED
@ sergluemLulsd gatugTag LTy swpsE Cauml-
ur® LpéaaTL Ly 9w pgI.

=  alLTr apss- 9 l QULLITT QUGS - |

B ) i ¢ l

Qerempw Cuisgislfifiedy araviu@auens’ Gure ‘gme
@a&_s»’ (haplology) srergnh wewpuyb Ao eul Ly euipdi-
-@ssflorag Gewpul ypis CuamGOusTusmears &pd-
s I pur elarégdpg.

‘QupQuwi wsreris siang wen meudlsT

wsHesaw QUGS &b Blemevul b

QuiiQurifls ser Qa@b aialwp QuUWEy’

(erp : 348)
leTdspms © srggsnphws)

Qerea S sTrger sraviu@n  Geir QLD B HUTYLD
Bawer el psad s,

‘e i gyeir

Q& eresrepr i QuwerEs& &lar il & &

QudQur@r Cs@Cw FHpllens o gy

Ul sr 9 mMsd ererwerni Levsu i’

i Qemred : 233
[ouroqd yrel > euritiyrefi] e y



15

Bof, Qerewdarrsdest e uGssuuBD ‘5&H-
wi s’ (Qsrd : 17) asrp OsTL Hé@ Gomityreu i
s Geau@pd dordsd GHOELSF5555!.

‘s@HOweTug & piu@sivED, B wrilarrh
ampsIr, GLésr déds mpso, ouilds aps GHl-
Henev eupd@Gid eTen’

‘aupdsrm Gim amalu@ib. Gevssamr apd@G G-
sew 30510 Qur®mpEeT weHe aPEGD e’

@eusersahamen o hyd C&Tewm G oren red (@ sreb-
srotwi smagsas Ogafiuras Asfludame) @usisr
WpS GO Fme aps@ aeug fo SIS WLLTT Ips-
@zeerd (social dialects) @Hlusr@Ed. apss0sL fev eur -
crrh QuésdaalGauGuw Gui QubImbs evypdGest
aret Quréde uGagy el rrl Guésdsafigib @b
Quimy Genenri (@ evdaewsgier ghmE Garsier il
Foovawlu ‘GossansesT@ QurmpHer WeH . aPEES
sTaith QT farsgdps. GRGD &L Qsrevasrindwi
shS5s Osaflaurst yeoluLsidme.

‘men QEn® Tais S apetr gy ih

@redsr Hearell y&Ler 2oL 565
aeih  Qerdevdary (438) mrpur @FHCsTeT, HU-
Guner, e wi b8gred1 agd FpSTWL uig Flensd alpda
swerd &L R ngl.

Geiroumtd BT HUTESET, OFTedsTiTwT S &1 eSS
aupidly Gués Quriflow daufsdddrpri adpn sG5OS
Sjrevsr Gl Slesr met,

C @aréal goerd U yQETST QUi SEETL

apssr pow iy err@m’ (Qarsd: 18)

‘y&65  Herel ST @ et Ml b
Gursdlsn Gmary epssl e Ber’ (ClEms: 22)
‘Quamrs emb UsTmos Slerafub

QT pmeTd syl UsToows  &leralyb

sd) srrdu euiQerp sleral

Bossar wLEEEH Cerder pie’ (Qere: a7)

‘Quuilgyi Qsrfldgib Afume QuoeT

pwrised emir epsGugfl ulier

(@smrsd:  50)
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Gsupmienie WWEIS WD wpepe G Lo ILLTT allp&-
Gsafls) anpridlw Gaugur@amers &L ig& &STBasTGHn.
@Esrogs sBPpD @556 Bowows sreve rd  aBS-
BESTLL TS 5 _epLenioll QUTHENETE &n NEOTLD.

steir B (wEOr QIPES)
srards 5@ (Guhl uwsE)
iy @ (ALl pri® uyse)
1@ f® ( 7 )

Bef, o_Muw gyer GuiFtiu@uem v Smen GG  LeD-
Camy wl Ly supd@Gsefsd srawiulL GQered Hlenev Govmi-
ur@aemers (lexical variations) @LugT&eTID. 19687 -
QB HTHUTEEEHD G Gums Dearaybd Apps TO®SHE-
E&TL(BESETTGHLD .

‘LTS QF@DIH BulyarGes &P Ha

_ (@ersd : 304)
“wpem Gpen Qarowd Qurgst’

(G&mred = 305)
‘sLeyb sweym peluyd  GU@GID’

(Qered : 314)

@srsTudui GOOEOL apsgsmars seir Gp
QLLTT epsGsasd @b bsar aarusmer ey
o emibAWHBSTT sTTUSMend & Paupd B HuT YeoruBS-
S8 DS

‘e gl Sleredl Qumr@mer Flaney S
Cavgyim Ggrer flap/d Y HRpr® GEmrearGe’
' (Q&rsd ; 384)

Qe mlL g Qarserssg Qgrearuui @ mind@-
e hyist GubHesrd b fmssbsrdgn Ho el rr
aupsGasmenrd  (geographical dialects) @IuiGausTs
CouernrGib. 9| b HIr DUTESET 6uHLT D : '

‘e D misiT
BupQersd grw
Oepsdly pss apsosr® Humis -
SOCUTGET wprYyomn BmEsGeE; CeraGa’
(Q&rsd : 392)

‘Qepsdy Gsips usralls  Hesdoi

smEMy S FHosrsQern &med’

(Qamev: 394)
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‘Qepzillp Py’ ‘QFpgslly GCeips usiallm Ho-
b’ samaQusatugmers Qsrsriui oorssalidame,
e epurfflwisGor @eohermn @SGEed peri. sreflgd
Qsrsd CougurPaefer S lumLudsd Gopbsg veef-
rem@® Bosalirr eypigsmas QsrosriGud @mH-
9@ e pri sTTUS D gunuifsbaney. QFrsd CoumurBsensr
Sult pN @ sy ESTE aatugmend Sl Cerd s
QUi FEmpb Gevdsand aeluynssdng.

‘ Queurmer GMFs Caupeerd Y&lub
CaumQun@mer GH55 QGOFTH Y&
@uwurp CQparu GACErH Sleral

(Qered:  393)
2 ewpwrffwigst SHL aTHS5H5ESTLDEa6T jeneaTd-
&G Qersd)Gapur@asmerssrid &L O per. Sl Qered
upHw smsHn 2 Alwed D & plivBusdaILD D& DL
255 smSIHwenBuw darsgausrilmsdea par. ‘Ey CFTed
@sveme arewsgt Ly Car’ egud HTHUTed (446) e @b
Qerst flovey CoumiurBaswer susdu s S1dlsi ngi.

Qurmerfarrsgist gasbemeanm Queled @ PULGLD
sMmSsH SN Bl Lrr apsGamad @MHOUSTEID.
C g@arni WGEISDID 6T Y B & TEDE
‘Yt s Flemawr Bl QU
i (Qurmer: 24)
sTepih  Hrour  @eailaurm  He wisEpd Qaarg
Quwrrsd euymslLLLTiGH eaaiugmens &L GE DS
‘eNerfE@ wss Guui  Gpaust, GpDSH eadiuear
T ‘gewevwdarl. Quuwi, wwempTLET  GayHus’
g g gabaurwp Fosdhelu Quuisesd Gerbyy-
ani wpzorer o erurdfluiserred EE&LURFman S
sTanHCprit. ‘HowanQur® upfw CQuureR smL Guw’
astad mrourdpe (Qared : Geearm : 197) 2 ewrQuwqp-
&b Goarrausnr(pd, ‘Soewsssr o bHwsgiaperrrud-
b urenew Fewgsd srener BofllQwerge Quwi Geser
wms Fsg; whs Hess wEpHeT eaye ereTgb CuwT
Qasievr urewe Fvgg’ 161 B @ DD SeDewT &S TTOTLE,
@uRuuwiiser gwersgHd Ho ulLrr pssE Cler haCer.
sreiGursfe FaaiGuw Gasdw wrdns e ssem.,
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i .mcrﬁmsia, Lﬁsm@w Q&re Hemew Capur@ssmerd &L @G-
dngl. Gerdgid g GHE5 AUTHESD sTRIEIGTLD oLz
L@ euyhfler astumsyld 26 Qared L Qur@®sneré
slpugmanyd @REssrandGpri. EPUGD. PTG
‘BT HurssEsd AnbHs TBSHIESTLHES6T. 3Cr QerdgIsd
st G glenemr GUT BN &6ir apadar saTums Gewo EAMGE
fetr pesr. -

¢ mrtb’u) uer gl L/nS) (;awsi) BT G0

QR ETENE (GG sTer L’ (Glurr@sfr: 552)

CpAyn Y HED BTgETT Qareaf@ar’ (Qummer: 553)

CGLpub UPQR G ppaaT yuUE

o ‘ v (Qur@si:  554)

¢ 196iremem.Ld G)u,tu@zb, Qe LT 12606

Q&TETEGEI ST 5T LR samLBu’ (Qurmer: 555)

SipsaanL S Laement Goubdleir Qur@eDeT HerGaseTib,

somm | @te | upp | Gereer
s 1 | 3 2 -
usi'rﬁ 1 | 2 2 3
Yyl 1 2 2 3
Ywed 1 2 9 3
5 1-o 2 5 3
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&L migefl Qieirer 67ev ssir &1 purdsefler aflens (> pew &
@,rﬁuummrr@m By, ue B, yed, @puisd .g,aﬂtu ‘B TG
‘G@mewer’ ered1 D @)eTew oL Quuyred &L L OUL T 6Te65T LI
Wz BrHursdGatu & puu@fpg. Hhujb &L Soelu-
or ghs Yyuyuerpraun Hpursrew aPsEGESHS
95 seflurs @HssiuGEpOgaTums 1-9 GHEE D!
‘emmer’ asmp apsmsssedr ‘GLy’, ‘upp’ HEw
GQran@n smL @edlongsmars @HESRVTID  eTeTUS
SB55 Brpuraurs Qaeflliu@Epg. aall@ib GEHmamW
Gpras @een GreamLmid '@SIDGUUS]GGDGHJ LT UL 1q (5 & &
CaigmP yewg BGHs Capur® CaranL elLry
as@aafis) LwsTuly Hés Gouan @, astusrGatu sefl
BTHUTUTES @ﬁé&ﬂugq@éﬁs&rp@. ‘Yeremar’ eTeiTLIS)
Hlsgd Apurereny Heag LHEADTH ILLIT mgé@.mm&
GPuETE Guan @b, @sugiuamL ke @)bsrse &I b-
LUTSEEEBD GODHSSH WTH QULLTT UPES SNETILITeS)
@/ﬂuugn-g,sv Gausan G, B UL LTy suYp&EignIaT R6i1 Dis S
Cuhul Lo b dlmEs pyurg. G e wmer s5iGw
Motigsmars GHLUSTsOTH G @Ypaish (environment)
Semer SHi vweTuBSSOUL piguyid; elenereurs, Quir(Her
wwésb(semantic pathology) Sjereld @ i85 euent b G,

wrwed H s priu®d v Gerenwls Cuwiiser E)eTm
s epuasdidma. parrd, weoawrer Gwrifluisd
sresTiiu@de par.  ‘CUISE) eTaugG IBIG 6T(HEDWMIWE
@ Hédlsi pg. ‘s@uT)’ ereirp QETd ylowd @HsH g
Qo steTp Gere b SEds vwau@dng. TG
Qarearidur H@s8F Qe gub LD D ClULTSEHD LI
Cougy eulLnpBseis) euypmdusrsed Cous .

LTy epdman upSuw Cory ey QsTdETOd-
wiger sreviucrellLrgup, g6 Hemeo, Qared flemev,
@evsaenr Here o dwen hmer ST LULL. WUYPES LT M) & 60~
&6ir () BIG BIG DT B& @ PO OUL eTer SeneTd &T T o,
Guaih,spsTw LTy aPES, o ulcry apss <y & -
e pi LHPW GHOYESED HRSTRCES &TamTOULTL-
Aveme. Ogridarinu wws8sT0 e-mrurdflufss smib
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Aeréstisemeryh UGG i pGsrwrar T SBH Quorf
arTHPd DGy &TaBISaf ghHULypbs QpsEs
wir gy s Qeueld Garem gliu@L.

Basl Qeovguie a@Ssmeriiu Garor BT HLITESE Eipéamenib
sy peaflad@mbg STl @erere .
Qsréosridun! twsSPsTIb: GleTIbLTewTT 2 eOF L 6!
QparalsPu wsuPssTHs HTHUBILSE spsid ABGLL,
Qeenanar—1,1972
i : QerdwBerrib: @eTbTenTi o.6oF L 6!
QsaraltSu wsauRssTES BTHUBILSGHpsD, ABGL L,
Qserenar—1, 1972
5y 1 Qur@er@erib: @leTibyTeRT 2.GNT L6 s
Qaarel D PeauRSSTEs Hm1HUSILSESPSHD, HBGL L,
Qeerever—1, 1972.



Appellatives
N. Jayaraman

Appellatives, very frequent in Sangam Texts, are very
rarely used in Modern Tamil. They can be classified into
two heads. One is action oriented and the other is tense
oriented. Action-oriented appellatives have nouns as their
roots and they convey the notions possession, location,
comparison and quality. In the tense-oriented appellatives
the roots are neither nouns nor verbs. Constructions like
allan, ilan, ulan and utaiyan belong to the second category
with roots al, il, ul and utai respectively. The differences
between appellatives and verbs are classified as below.

Verbs Appellatives
1) Occur with thestructure 1) Occur with the structure
Base + tense + GNP Base + GNP.

(Gender Number Person)



2) Roots can be used as 2) Cannot be used as im-

imperatives ' jmperatives.

3) Negative markers canbe 3) Cannot be added after
added after bases bases

4) The structure will in- 4) Will take the increment-
clude the increment ‘an’ (in)

However a parallelism could be seen between the nouns
and verbs of the copulative type. 1) Just like the verbs
in the copulative type of sentences appellatives also main-
tain concordance between subject and predicate by to
taking GNP suffixes.

2) Further the copula verb could be substituted by appel-
latives. (e.g) In Yam nalankilli nacaipporunar avém, avem
could be substituted by - ém, the GNP suffix, which will
give us porunarém.

Though theoretically both the nouns are the appella-
tives can occur as predicates, there are certain differences
given below.

Appeliatives Nouns

1) Can have concordance 1) do not have concordance-
between subject and
Predicate.

2) Analysable 2) Unanalysable

3) Will take T&1I Perso- 3) will not take I & II Perso-

nal terminations nal terminations

4) E.xpress‘ semantic no- 4) .occur only in Topic com-
tions like possession, ment relation. '
location, and comparison. ‘



"&mt&&wwg,ﬁw GU@suL.p&@u @up,@@pg
GHuyZr Glerm eysdphbs oGS DS;
GOyl Gomumsss; DUy
@?xsmuq % Gur® (copula) @srLiyeL -

wal.

® 9 111yaf &

B, Qgwymoem

sl Bessansde @Poydr saflddplnjsr
Norigdps. sBp Gesssmgmsl upPlé HpH0Guri
S%aumd GHoydreoul upfé AbSsgeaari. (sur-
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srreet, . 1959, SjGE9FODd, @s.19. 1968, wrenflésir,
or.a.0. 1972, QurpGar, 1973, G&r e yrweT, 9, 1972
@arGusd. 1970 FeyL Aspsrib, &r. 1973)

‘@ Hoysdd pHH 66T D UG Cosmauulsbdv. Quwid
Qerd YEGL I SHG L Gagurgady. Ao Quuid C&Tb-
&Ger LweT euens CHréd jsieur y Qareien LT’ 676l -
urt @. arsrre@ir (84 - 89; 1959). aar@uiri &&@HS-
s LNsHE GPULSE Cag, Quuwi Gaug, Oz H&
% Cou gy eveirmy B myeydlel mewir. (BeyLf&psrid. sr 10,
1973, @erGue, 1970)

‘@ Puyeidar sTSMm5E GOOUTES ST eflédd;
Qewdvs @ Huurss sTLGE nSI’ 763 Ib (G (HEFNVD, B,
G. 331; 1968) ‘@Piysidy slPd sreaTiuGD Sl
Buvy. uneSpiadn e HY % Gure g GFwidu®E DSl
918 vwehwTsd O HTLmrF BHew poy Qe dlest mg. 6reir mib?
(35 wa pesfleur, 53, 54, 1972) & & gl1dser o pliu@ Sl peor.

shssTNSHO GuBaseL QupPBss &My
Glem s dpHE e HE DS @MU G)Harensiu®ip;
@.ﬁuqsﬁ&w @) w11 M Cur®p Qsriiy G ®slen sl
sraTanie s@H5 515 5% Mard 535 JEs P orudisr Cpr-
&b,

“ sPudsin e%musmin QEMuuLg Cgrer hé

srQLrE e oA%TiQErd T (QETs; 201)
sreirmy @prevar 1w e%Tuhé smpdwmi. @) S0 eildurd-
Qared GOy, & st B)HausmauBh THTDID HjeHa
Bren@h sTb TG sTer Db 9 HHCHL. jemeu e
TG e pudsd Aifg Caumniur® o aw@.

@rewy hew Caunur® e pubGurg Qgeflaurs G-
B ghps st sri@aer d%r, Hor H& gors)
GO 2 L wer @By ereirm slergs@eui. (wrenfldsid
au. &u, 93, 1972) srsvid @ﬁﬂun‘&és aﬂrl;@mgn @'I_IS]I_'IL, ST6T -
;‘”5@"]}— st - Qrwed-@Hiurs o srerg) @My saruGs

LTOaAL aatul 9@ sTrrt.  (Smemswn Ga. . 3313
1@968' Feflaurser, yr. 1960) ‘eflwsir Qeuiwer  ereiryfls-
S ificiteno @500 per sllen Bi&m g5 ©NSHé Qarsieardiu®-
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sdshr @POueTwi’ ereirgin Creyaenrwi fordasqpiv
SEsMmS S HG ren Cardgib.
GOy %reow B)rewL st sz o emrreorid,
I Quuwird@ared 4 unel i@ seir
“ YEECETH Cupmme oL epwwrs ik
sem Qlewr o~ CGeu ) w1y plevg g @y i
euileayn U9y b’ (@sTed. 213)
st GlSsmaw GPULM%T Hemwuh e QgreiasTing-
wit flersGEmT. 2 ewiemw, HagHsd o srersnio, UL,
uewTL] e emL epw T Sy lusnL il Qg Ty QSWWL
Q@b @b CFibsemiosugl 1P SaIeNS 677 6VT Lb,
@eupaled 1) = ewLeww  (Quameir, A, & ST D)
2) e srenemio  (GLtb, TV, gLiLy)
Curei p G Tifled GHAaurs o eienG g srarid
o e, @&, 2 61 Gursitp 9y dQer HaGerr® Limrede
g daer Gar hpenwaug wHA®®BH uws.
“* g sirem wuleir @ 6oremwulstr 2607 6w wulsir @ 6bT s iU sir
Y wrerdpayd GAIGUTr® Qarsresn’’
(Qared. 214)
srer i QprecarGwi Gerausmasmu elordGeauri,
Geaumasls) asrwn Gollurs o g o, G
yssIw G el ast saflsgaremw auribser. (GerGues
1970)
@.@OT&&W.

r I

Quui + uredLefGd S0
@ | + vredLaigd

o_eir

e L

1 1

el %ot @ Ploy STe0d @ MLy
QarevsriQui  Qewou@urmst  Gou hayewwoudsd
Qe reu gl aumas @My &Teows S DGl @ NéEs5-

FEES].
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G\ fiBkvyb &mlin

Cargiur @
Q5 fl A% &Hoy
1) o &dersd+ B)ew Hv a;tq.é@&rrai)—{—sﬁ)@;ﬁ
+digs y
2) a,tq.é@a%rsi) o2 %o S EDETed duwi, e, @)eb,
2 6T, 2 _GHL. 6TETUST
3) SsQeredd gawTs ToST E urmgy
6 (1 LD.
4) adiveop G f- |ghiven Gmi How & b-
&&%W 6] Db &T 5l
°) ‘g’ srflww Qumnd ‘Glair’ #rflenw Qugup

@sff&v, goiy Grav@n ghew deHadr el
HefHaCarwer P Quui HeHasr b, (Quadrured
Quui g Hwrdw @)srib, uevalsir urOQuwi i@ Hwrdw
‘@’ ywasdwe pewps GOy M g phars). QuUuErdsd
Qsf B, @mHiy @usu'znu}?ﬁ S wrsds G e mib.

‘ (e--10) eups LT —Og5AALOAUWE TFFD
a@w et (Puwe—@PHuyLGQuweyésd
GBIy %o Gu wiriuwef % o

© B0y eruyd Quuwmib CarpmsHed it m CuraGey
S| Hgler.

‘aflwesr eu b gmeir’ s i Qgrfed a&fwer sagid
Qered QuuwrrsGey thrs&‘rgﬁ'g@. < ulehr ¢ géuett sflweir’
THD Tl om @5 iyed s steirgy Quwi Qugyb.

sTerGon sfluer eranip 2Cr Qred Qsrifd eTapauT-
Wrs eufgsred Qures mih LweNSowrs subsTed @0y
% s mie Quui Qupdpg. awGa QriGsTfd
Coupmiewwwred (Functional difference) Geumy Quuwi Qum-

ApBaudif) smuviurs ganpsrer e gyemriurt
p.au. (84-92; 1959) )
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Carevarifusger BmHaiss Opriisdnd srewmean,

1) ‘guiuwodfilur wdowss Buibms (G nH. 22)

2) ‘g orp e Bouyd Gupmsass’ (@pH.32)

‘wmy Quuidsr@ b Guw Hensws’ (Gaup, 8)

W& QTN Gwpes sreiug Quuiduwei®, Gu b-
MESS, Guhensw saTuen ured GH Qubn aubs G HUy
el &1 sewmib, . :

Yaamastsri ured  @eunlsruQumas sy
BremLreugiuenassg Qerii uredL @evwy Qubay -
Siem. a

(o-.b) g 5.

& PSS!

sT5HM, Gamiler, QFbwhy, STHHLG, wrésl @,
semenflwer, wriderer, ofmiGersr, sridersr wpgedus
steTent Hhp &ML T stn g shias @owsHwrisafls) &mevr-
&Cmb. .

‘@MoyshZarpbhnsate 1 IAGsTd) uGHuTaTs o
QurwZnGur vswemuCur sri@n Quuwisl @ 9 bHwd
@ecdv. 195sTd LOFT HaEsit QuTmst GalGAGL’.
(B fxpsrw. ar. 10; 1973)

(e—.b.) 1. & arhser.

2. oy s (Srhsem + 1)
Qurgefl g Ao ® G grissflenLCuw CoumurGengy.
DG STHIE — & &THSNTE BB DS
9B STHSLB — G STHSEN o Wi,

GOy MZré@h g i&E@L o ater Qsriy.

1) o wLemw — SjausiT Gewipweir.

2) Jlevib — waswg Calw.

3) euy — Sjeusir 168w &t wehr.
QeTURTUrGD. eTWauriEEh Quuiiuuelduiegh o_srsr
Qurmer QasrLiLy, slersad, 2 mey wpHeiweTaimid,

1) sjeusir grsst — efenéaib,

2) oyesueit gris — 26y,

setemw, werafd egSast QunHpl Quwiast @By
& wrsamb, Guwilvwealldogsr uLiémads wl GG
S| MLOUJID,



28
1) wrd ursempCui — géfnmw }@,ﬁdqsﬂ&w
B 1oevsr ewsf o — (peivefl S _

2) a6 SrasT — UL Féms Quuwituwesig,

Quuié Qerdaywrss - GOy Csrerds @ sf-
Beo Gureirg aren, sTdlivep o anisss Osrimdw s
(2--1b.)

@sb (Qurid wry 34)

wsLw Cap. 12)

wsorg (Quoryl. 32)

Quridiwer (5H. 246)

Quriiwpe (& mer)

s%us, (pp. 328) geis (pp. 15) wsSw HwrkGsrer
femach oL b 520, Qi waedu QuwhOm b Gg e -
yehenen 5§ Frs Gasdws S sramrerin, '

Hoallw Ger gy (505. 18)

Coummaswndy (5mH. 51)

& suoT syoT (P UI6) (&b, 284)

wulpp pror (Gu. |14)

Gurery Quwrig s Qeredsdm ibs @HUYL QUerdss-
&6 SYenLd b G167 oT6wT, -
@& My % uyio Qw1 % uyio

gaReurmn Qgri Mgy om M%wiQersdGe Lwesldv-
wra euy Geussmn Gub eTedrLIg udlwd 6 gL Novdsen wrgb.

It isa dog’ st @l M ‘It’ srepib sTageurenwyLd
‘dog’ erguib Quuiiss vweldvemwuh @iwrss mass
s B5 semaQasinmy Qurmefler & ‘HAwr earsd’ Gured
CQewerhnauGs G owmriysidar (copula) eresrui.

SBPe) @QZomrisy 2w o e ® srert miid o851 FlEpETRS
B LG foriids Csreinw@ seir mib, 9@, @), B5B®
STGAT Li6aT a,‘e_i—,gmmy - Gy o8 e meir ST MID Fn mISUT .
(Kothandaraman, P. 1972)

QerésriGut @By el wi LWSTURSSID G)LBI-
sofleh aa Qurmer QdrsBurgin ou@ sTsiraib ofl %o -
ew umsiru@@g,;aﬂ@ﬁ-.

B58 HGh6n (Quwi. 32)

QUIGL® $Even (Gar. |5)



29

QsTfpm BED (G e-syu. 67,

vwis wEw (55 21)

Hovemws s BGh (Qsur. I17)

Puamss s YEh (@, 127)

Bupp G (ysrem. 97)

B50sTLisafld) b ‘@@’ sTair p Zamemw FELG-
uriSsTe) Sewey GO MlaTwrs slerhiss STaIT D,

BCw asreaiMé & weudsar (4 mw. 58)

wrp dere..... QurGEEre (U pb. 386)

B grevw (&, 16)
sTé p QB ri_iseaflsd

& o & &) p & siT 4Tt

Qur@ i Carid

STl 6Tl
sreiTgd QST Ts@EG0 uded arelfls dypaudar, Glurms-
Grib, srevw Wgelw @HOy 68w e euhgiehererr. @iy
i s@iuHed @ Huyddar Qewd ul L Qgear @5 9)0-
wisumib,

ursd RQepwy Quilgi sl Blhhs susETVSFH D
&Pyt ApriypOmbss. Bt ursde @eowiy susd-
ymsstu@a dad, starGer o _aw®, @ svén Gurerp QT h-
&6l buTed el SH h@ CUTSHIMTE UHMDSSE ST 6w~
U LD,

B, Sw wsdw @PAOyL QuuErFsFrsGer @) m
auysdlsds o eor. Gaum @AOyI&n wephgH  LLGI.
(QurHGamr. 1973)

“GWEsTHSLGL, wrésl @, wirw Gpréd
Gursit p GO0 arwewliydsdn pri Glarn Coumiells-
wrs euymEGEGEyb.

aururHm e pudsd sTESSTHL  wTHl e bSierer
@uGupuriydw  Hlwelsd Qsrawird @Oyl
upPw pwib Brig.



30

Silewr B HLL LW,

Arunachalam, 1968. Proceedings - of the second inter-
national Conference seminar of Tamil Studies.

Kothandaraman, P., 1972. Studies in° Tamil Linguis-
tics Tamil Nulagam. Madras. ‘

' Manickam. V. SP. 1972. A Study of Tamil verbs,
Anpamalai University.

@erGued — 1970. OshsBp.

Faflleursear. pr., 1960. QurfuTwsd.

QurhGar, 1973. @Qedsew o wdled yHw urieer,
SO prevsd. e o, '

Syl fspsrod, &r., 1973, Seminar on grammatical
Theories oo @it LHELVESPSLD.

surgrreet, ap., 1959. Tamil Culture Vol. VIII No 2.

sfrwrgefleur, A grammar of Shen - Tamil.






Commentators and their Approack
— Purattinai

A. Ramakrishnan

The time gap between Tolkappiyam and their commen-
tators is more than one thousand years. Tolkadppiyar gave
a codification and classification for the literary works be-
fore him. But the literature used the stagnant. Many
new developments and deniation occured of to Tolkappi-
yam. The paper explains how the commentators handled
these development with particular reference to Purattinai.
They seem to have founded the followin

1. Any concept which
to Tolkdppiyam they rejected.

2. New developments for
served were ciled,

g four principles.
they thought contradictory

med in literature or ob-

3. #wnai and lurar not
sible were recordeq.

4. New tinais
found in Tolkﬁppiyam.

formed in any work, but pos-

and turais were given the names
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Puram Verse of Cankam Age - How they
fit into Tolkaappiyar’s Theories

Mrs. Rajam Ramamurthy

A clear understanding of the tizais (situations) and
turais (themes) into which the puram verses of cankam age
fit in,is necessary for a better understanding of these verses.
Any student of ancient Tamil Literature will quickly see
through the lack of correspondence.

First, an attempt is made here to compare the puram.
verses with the literary theories of Tolkaappiyar. While
the tizais and turais of pattuppaatfu do not dlsagree with
those of Tolkaappiyar, disagreement is noted between
puranaanuuru and patirruppattu and between both and
tolkaappiyam. Five tizais and thirty-five turais not men-



tioned in tolkaappiyam are found new in these antholegies.
Away the five two are found in tolkaappiyam but not as
turais. The anthologists differ from tolkaappiyam in
giving the names to some of the tizais and turais. These
differences lead us to conclude that the anthologists follow-
ed a school of grammer different from tolkaappiyam.

Next, these puram verses can be compared with the
classification in panniru patalam supposed to belong to al-
most the same period as Tolkaappiyam. But this work is
not available now. purapporul veppaamaalai, which is
available now, is supposed to have followed pannirupata-
lam and hence puram verses are compared with the classifi-
cation in purapporu/ venpaamaalai. It is noted that puram
verses in their tizais and turais as given in the colophons

disagree with pvrapporul vezpaa maalai and hence with
pannirupafalam too

So we couclude that there should have been different
grammars other than tolkaappiyam and panniru pafalam
which the anthologists followed or the anthologist had
their own theories of classification. 1t is also noted that
the anthologists of puranaanuuru and patirruppattu follow-
ed different school of grammar, and it may be possible to
reconstruct the schools the anthologists followed.
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Jeyakantan’s short stories-Are they
mere depictions of life?

Sethumani Manian

Jeyakantan in his introduction to the collection of
his short stories, ‘yuka canti’ says that stories need not
suggest solutions to problems in life. But are there not
stories emphasizing solutions to specific problems? This
paper discusses this question with the short stories of
Jeyakantan which deal with family problems.

There are 117 short stories in the eleven anthologies
of Jeyakantan’s short stories ‘cuya toricanam, tyantakaalas-
kal, teevan varuvaaraa, maalai mayakkam, cumaitaanki, yuka
canti,oru piti cooru, kuru piilam, unmas cufum, putiye vaarp-
pukal and inippum karippum. Of the 117,35 deal with families



and out of these 35,22stories are centred around fémily prob-
lems. Outof these 22, 13 either directly or indirectly give
solutions to the problems involved in the stories concerned.

The stories ‘tarakkuraivy’ and ‘upmar cutum’ have
more or less similar themes with different plots. Both
deal with the question of accepting spoiled wives (after
or before marriage). In both we see that the climax is
followed by a pleasant acceptance of the wives by their hus-
bands.

The problem dealt with in ‘kutroovukku oru hiirooyin’ and
‘paurucam’ are also of a similar nature. The heroes in
these two stories are selfish, one trying to exploit his wife’s
love, setvice and labour and the other in tryingto do so
goes to the extent of selling his wife to another man. The
stories end with the wives rejecting their husbands. This
sounds to be one of the possible solutions to the problem
concerned and it is very obvious that Jeyakantan gives a
solution here for men who create such problems. There are
similar and even more effective evidences of solutions to
problems in ‘putia vaarppukael’, ‘yuka canti’ and ‘antariakam
punitamaanaty’

We also come across contrasting solutions to similar
problem as in ‘aalukai’ and ‘pimpam’. The stories ‘putia
vaorppukal’ and ‘yuka canti * have even double solutions,
one at the beginning and the other at the end of the sto-
ries. ‘antarankam punilamaanatw’ is a story in which we find
a solution that breaks the tradition. '

‘Problems never end’ - it is ture! But we cannot say
that there is no solution for problems. The stories which
effectively depict life’s problems and suggest solutions are
powerful. eg. ‘tarakkuraive’, ‘upmai cutum’, *hiiroovulkku
oru hiirooyin’, ‘paurucam, ‘putia vaarppukal’, ‘yuka cants’ &
‘akkinippiraveecam’. The writers need not be contented with
the observation of problems of life and depicting them



invoking the readers to find solutions. They can also
analyse the problems in life and attempt to give solutions
as far as they could.

Study reveals that Jeyakantan has suggested solutions
for problems in his stories dealing with family life and
that he is more concerned with problems resulting from
social traditions and consciously or unconsciously sugges-
ted remedies for them too.
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The Style in the Novels of Janakiraman

S. Indra

T. Janakiraman, a renownmed Tamil Novelist, has
adopted a unique style, character delenation and develop-
meant of the theme. This paper attempts to unfold the
uniqueness of his style, Though the contents of the novels
differ, the style can be the same. A study on Uyirtteen,

and ‘dmmaa Vantaal’ — of T. Janakiraman, reveals the
uniqueness of his style. .

Both the novels were written in the same year, with
Madras and Tanjore as the background. The salient fee-
lings of a married girl and the mental echoeing of these
around her are very subtily interwoven.

The features of style, handled in these novels, can be
clarified as follows.



1. In general, his style swells of epic story narration
mingled with conversation as in dramas.

2. While the story is being narrated by a third per-
son, the narrative style is used to keep up the tempo and
descriptive style is ably handled in the places where the
story moves slow its action.

3. There is no admixture of languages other than
Tamil wherever he speaks.

4. It has been his unique nature to mix animated
sounds, onomatopoeics, similes, and images, in description
as well as in conversation.

5. The dialect of characters vary according to their
locality and social environments.

6. His characters speak direct, with similes, and
images.

7. Dialogues are short while monologues, thoughts
and descriptions are comparatively long.

Though he has chosen the narrative style, the feeling
increased in the minds of the readers in his selection words,
use of similes and images that it is lyric style, without
rhythm. This style is a harmonies blend of dramatic and
Iyric styles in reference to the novels mentioned above.
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Students and Newspapers

A. Santha

The paper attempts to find out the place of newspapers
among students.

A questionaire concerning selected topics was distributed
among students of various colleges and university depart-
ments. The paper is based on the answers obtained from
the students.

Following are the few observations made as a result of
the survey.
1. Only very few students buy newspapers. Though they
cannot afford to buy, they however manage to read.
2. They are not usually persuaded by the ‘posters’ to buy
¢ paper. They feel there is no sensible connection bet-
ween the poster headlines and the actual news in the

paper.



10.

90% of the students read newspapers regularly.

Among the 90%,, 70%, of them read Dinamani. Their
preference to Dinamani is due to its editorial columns.
and international news.

91% of the students regularly read English papers for
its wanted columns.

Students very strongly feel that letters to the editor
column is a must for any newspaper,

There is a striking difference between the answers of
women and men students.

Most of the women students have faith in astrological
notes. But men students, all of them say that they do

not see those columns and even if they see they do not
believe them.

As regards advertisements, greater attention of the
men students is towards ‘wanted columns’. But

women students brouse all the advertisements with
equal importance.

Students are unhappy with the Tamil newspapers for
the following reasons.

a) More space allotted for political news

b) More space allotted for cinema

c) Exégeration of crime news

d) No wanted columns

e) No Sports page

f) No Students page

g) Supporting one party or the other

h) Twisting of news

1) Publication of non-news items such as short story
serial etc.

j) Printing mistakes

k) Sanskrit borrowings

1) False stories.
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‘“The understanding of the back-
ground is essential to the appreciation of
art; hence literary criticism will become
meaningful only when literature is rela-
ted to history. i.'e. experience.........

The norms of literary criticism
which we can pick up in any standard
text book on that subject are western
norms created by Greek and Latin liter-
ary tradition and bred in the European
experience. Our experience being differ-
ent, my call to the creators and students
of literature here is to make the norms
appropriate to this literature.”

Literary Criticism

N. Subrahmanian

et me begin by explaining what criticism means;
today it means ‘judgement by analysis involving historical,
textual, and literary evaluations’. This would compel me
to frankly state that we have had no tradition of literary
criticism in Tamil or for that matter in any Indian langu-
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age, classical or otherwise. The native intellectual tradition
in this country did not include a tradition of criticism; for
criticism of tradition was morally laborious and was
frowned upon by the intellectual elite. One small proof of
this is thatwe are still obliged to call criticism vimarsanam
(Sanskrit) which is just reviewing or tizandivu (Tamil)
which is only part of criticism. The absence of a tradition
also means the absence of the basic terminology needed
in a discussion involving criticism; and so even today,
though there is much talk of criticism among neo-Pandits,
the dialogue fails to click and the resultant discussion
generally does not pass the traditional limits of literary
coptroversy. Those who would not admit of a deficiency
in our literary tradition argue that the vakyarthas in
Sanskrit and their counterparts in other languages con-
stitute criticism. They do not; and this needs no great
proof. Controversy is germane to criticism, but is less
than that; and the commentators who explain the texts
and controvert one another fulfil the function of criticism
‘only partially. Criticism to be complete must include
historical, and literary criticism as well as the examination
of the accuracy of the readings and content of the texts;

for example, the many commentators on the Tolkappiyam
correct one another, but none among them dares to ques-

tion the correctness of the author’s views. The text is
sacred; the commentaries can vary. The well - known
example in Sanskrit are the Brahma Sutras. So the criti-
cims is not of ideas but of interpretation. No one wrote a
commentary to dispute the text but only to explain it or
explain it away. This attitude of mind which inhibits the
critics from transcending the text has been the most for-
midable obstacle to serious criticism in our literary tradi-
tion. The spectrum which includes Bradley, Hazlitt, Eliot

and Shaw in the context of Shakespearean criticism illust-
rates the point.
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When the text rebels against grammar, a special pro-
cedure for legitimisation is adopted and it is called vazu
amaiti, whereby an ‘error’ is supposed to be corrected

by merely refusing to call it an error; and often ingenious
justification of indefensible texts adds to the glory of the

commentator. The tendency among certain modern ‘critics’
in Tamilnad to admit the inadequate worth of certain
poems in the composition of prestigious authors but at the
same time to save these authors by calling the mediocre
verses interpolations is a new dimension to the old attitude
of bardolatry.

But there have been rare occasions when the correct-
ness of certain textual ideas was questioned like e g., the
clever question put to Pugaléndi about the appropriateness
of the metaphor mallikaiye ven Sangd vaniita or the more
famous objection to the konku tér vazkkai am civai tumps
by the redoubtable Nakkirar. But even these do not consti-
tute literary criticism as applied to the whole range of a
literature or the works of an author ¢n joto or an era as a
unit.

In Madurai 20 centuries ago there wasa Safigam or
an association of poets in the Pandyan court. It wasa
forum for critical adjudication of literary pieces presented
for that purpose. In that Safgam the literature brought
to the notice of the Board was scrutinised and approved or
rejected. This meant putting the author to a tough tsst on
his work and if he fared well the work was approved. This
method is indicated in the payiram to the Tolkappiyum
where it is said that Alankoitasan, a co-pupil of Tolkappiyar
under Akattiyar, objected to many passages in the Tolkap-
piyam but finally deemed it worthy of acceptance after the
author met all the objections satisfactorily. This was
the chief feature of the Sangam which operated as a
literary censor board. It would have been very interesting
material if the proceedings of this body had been preserved.
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There was another method of criticism whereby author
chullenged author to prove his literary superiority or
even work, and threatened each other with dire physica
‘consequences in case of failure. This seems to have
happened in the days even of Otfakkdttar who used to
'-"box_ his poor victims; another gentleman called Villiput-
tiardr used to cut off the ears of his. unsuccessful foes.
There was a Sangam poet who, the story says, inflic-
ted wounds on his own head by his stylus when he
. heard bad poetry; somehow he managed to survive a lot of
bad poetry and lived 1o write the Manimékalai, We hear of
2 debating hall called Pattitmanram, very much of a protype
of many Patfimanrams we have now, where presumably
literary points were discussed. But the only case of a debate
in that hall we hear of is not a very encouraging example
of reasonai.le debate. One Kuyakkodan who maintained
that Sanskrit was superior to Tamil was just cursed
to death by his opponent the great Nakkiror. The kind
of debate that we still have in this country perhaps shows
that tradition dies hard here.There was a great Vaishnavsite
scholar by name 4nnan who used to win literary debates
for his master by sheer browbeating and was consequently
dreaded by his foes; hence he came to be called Prativadi-
bhayankaram. This traditiou of substituting abuse and
‘threat for argument and debate persisted till recently when
the protagonists of drumuga Navalar and of Ramalinga
Swami indulged in lengthy litigation about the title 4rufpa.
This kind of native medicine for literary incompetence does
not seem to have served any real purpose.

Religious and devotional literature which includes the
sthala puranas, kalempakams, Antati, pilluitamiz, etc., as
also the Sanskrit ’epjc‘s translated into Tamil, has ejther to
be accepted entirel)i_;;or rejected totally on grounds of reli-

gious belief'so that literary appraisal becomes very difficult
-even Where possible. 1sina Deésilar, the author of 1llak-
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kapa Kotlu said that only fools study such useless stuff as
the Remayana and the Naishada while wise men go in for a
study of Saivite classics. Worship, we see here takes the
place of curiosity which is suspected of impertinence.

The commentators are generally fond of hair - split-
ting and logic - chopping and of ingenious though interest-
ing explanations which abound in their glasses; but those
do not add up to a full appreciation of the poetry or an
understanding of the aesthetic or moral value of the piece.

The purpose of literature was spelt out by the gram-

marian at the realiation of aram, porul, inpam and vifu.
We might suppose that aram here stands for moral pur-
pose, porul for material benefits and tnpam for aesthetic
pleasures and viu for transcendental peace, born of satiety
though of course the author certainly did not mean these
but only the traditional purusharthas. This can be an in-
stance of how we can impose our own thoughts on the an-
cients. But anyway it is significant that the grammarian
wanted to discover a purpose behind literature; and he was
not content to say it was aesthetic delight only. The fran-
nkly religious literature naturally advertise the spiritual be-
nefites accruing from the study of such literature; and these
are often mentioned in the bhakti and’ puranic literature.
The Sangam literature could be analysed into akam and
puram i.e., the subjective and objective. The former was
the poet’s expression of his version of a conventional theme
put into the straight jacket of turai and kilavi even in the
days of the Tolkappiyam; and the latter consisted of the
utilisation of the literature as an escape from divine wrath
or entry into His grace in the case of katavul vagtu and
otherwise the purchase of noble favour by flattery in verse;
the heroic in their poetry is ultimately bardic and is geared

to pleasing the court.
The basic defect, in my view is that literature was not
considered as ‘criticism of life’. It was either description



148

of life as the poet sees it or perversion of it as the poet
wishes it. It was usually the unalterable ideal, the unques-
tionable Absolute, and the incontrovertible basic truth
which engaged their attention so that literature became a
thing apart from life. Criticism of literature is possible only
when the lineaments of the poet’s personality in relation to
the times he lived in are clearly known. This involves his
toriography and a people who know and tried practising
everything except to write history naturally could not ma-
nage criticism.

This situation slowly began to change in the late 19th
centuty and the change became more pronounced in the
20th. When the historical process came to be talked about
and slowly recognised, literary criticism also was born.

The present trends in literary criticism in Tamil are
somewhat disturbing because of two factors. One is the ten-
dency to treat modern theory and methods of literary criti-
cism as a kind of heresy not to be suffered by orthodoxy.
This reaction is evident in all walks of life and is truly re-
actionary. The attitude of theliterary iconoclast whose sole
impulse seems to be to break real and imaginary idols and
never to set up new or better ones, for his efforts are large-
ly negative, is the second impediment. He is supercilious
and impatient of the local critic. He has been introduced to
the western literary tradition and has heard of Aristotle’s
poetics and has probably read a piece or two of T.S. Eliot,
and he dismisses Matthew Arnold and John Morley as cheap
and sentimental on second hand persuasion.

Now the real problem has escaped all these men. To
my mind it is the inapplicability of western literary norms
and criteria to Indian literature which is overlooked but
which needs to be recognised as the most basic. Even as
western notions of social proprieties will be irrelevant if we
accept Hindu social values as valid, if we regard the Hindu
style of literature as exclusively suitable to the Hindu
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personality, then the canons of western literary criticism
will be outlandish and incongruous when applied to Hindu
literature. Either we cut ourselves away from our tradition
and rear a western type of literature or we stick to our
tradition; the departure from tradition may not lead to
western goals but may lead to just where the culturally
alineted find themselves today in a moral quagmite,
which may sadden both the victim and the onlooker,
rescue from which may be extermely difficult. Tamil
literature today seems to be getting deeper and deeper into
such a quagmire, for the writings of these literary hippies
lack wisdom, idealism, purpose, art, beauty and all that
makes literature worthwhile. The ancient and medieval
Tamil literature was elite literature written by and fora
closed elite group. Its purposes and dimensions were very
different. The shift in our consciousness towards what we
feel isa ‘pleasant and fashionable new world is not accom-
panied by a corresponding social change It is the former
which impels change in literary fashion just ase€ven mal-
administration and economic mismanagement of scarce
resources are drifting away from the realities of the social
situation. Freedom literture has no relevance for a free
nation and reformist literature is meaningless in a society
which will no more than talk of it; imagination for instru-
ction and improvement has become a burdensome futility.
Hence ‘the repetitive’ which panders to the nostalgic sense
of archaic men and the sensational which harps on the
exotic and the unusual alone remain to be exploited. Most
literates in this country read out of compulsion text books
out of free choice sex books. In this context, literary
criticism might be an embarassing fuxury.

There is another angle to the whole problem. What-
ever the nature and quality of contemporary or future
literature in Tamil, when ancient and medieval literature
is studied critically, it would be unjust to apply western
literary critical norms to them. The criterion ought tobe
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appropriate to {he purpose this literature’ was intended to
serve. To say that the Periya Puranam is no poetry may be
ture from the point of view of one who delights in Words-
worth; but to a people who are moved to ecstatic and rais-
ed to spiritual heights by merely reciting the #iruvdcakam,
kannappa. niyandr purdnem costitutes very high poetry.
It is necessary to concede that each culture developes its
own sense of poetry as it does of music; to a people to
whom Puranas are history and religion the basls for philo-
sophy, hagiology in verse can as well be great poelry “Let
no.man be judged by laws of which he is not a citizen’”
Dryden said, in his “Heads of an answer to Rymer, (c 3677)
““The climate, the age, the disposition of the people, to
whom a poet writes may be so different, that what pleased
the Greeks would not satisfy an English audience; it is
not.enough that Aristotle has said so, for Aristotle drew
his models of tragedy from Sophocles and Euripides; and
if he had seen ours, might have changed his mind’’. So it
would be necessary to insinuate a relative aesthetic. Charles
Gildon said *‘Our physicians have found the prescripts of
of Hippocrates very defective; And as in physic, so ih
poetry, there must be a regard to the climate, nature
and customs of the people; for the habits of the mind as
well as those of the body, are influenced by them . . .. 7.
So our poets need not be castigated for violation of rules
which they never made and of which they were innocent..

It is'therefore necessary to remember that emotional
and spiritual fulfilment ought to be the criterion for judg-
ing satisfactory literature. That it does not please west-
ernised critics is irrelevant to the problem on hand. So I
would suggest the development of a new discipline namely
a comparative study of the varying criteria governing lite-
rary excellence in the case of different literatures in civilised

countries, as a necessary prerequisite for sympathetic under-
standing of native literature.
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(1In)
, Literary criticism is part of art criticism and is as any
student of Croce will know, a matter of ‘experience’.
Knowledge of the psychology of the writer and that of the
reader is a necessary prerequisite for the correct understand-
ing of what is communicated. The writer, the poem, and
the reader are the three parts of poetic expressionin that
order; distortions atany of these points, to the extent of
that distortion, will affect understanding and therefore
appreciation. Without having to go into the esoterics of the
mystic formulae proposed by critics like T. S. Eliot, Tate
.and others about the objective correlative and the persona-
lity of the poem, one could confidently state that the
reader while wanting to know what the poet wants to com-
_municate, is also entitled to allow his poetic consciousness
‘to form its own image of the content of the poem inde-
pendent of what the poet might have intended. It is at
this stage that my description of the Cilappatikaram as a
poem of “Sorrow’ would acquire meaning.

Let me explain. The prime victim in Cilappatiki-
sam is kamnaki, a consistent sufferer; first from the hus-
band’s neglect-and nothing offends a woman more than
neglect; positive hostility involving daily warfare at home
would please her; thea from a courtesan’s suceessful 1i-
valry; then the humiliation of having to pay for her rival’s
success by parting with her jewels; then a clandestine flight;

then a refuge; and then widowhood under tragic circums-
tances; her only doubtful satisfaction was negative and
that was revenge by augmenting the area of suffering by
acusing it to many more. The author no doubt attributes
all this to # vinas or the moral-causal chain complex; the
inevitability of fate transcends even divine grace. But a
reader may refuse to take the cue from the author and
divest the poem of the frills relating to motive, cause,
poetic justice etc., and insist on seeing his own meaning
in it; and I see the poem as an epic of suffering which if
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saved from cumbersome irrelevancies, could be worthy of
a Goethe; the morbidity in the core of the Cilappatikaram
is overwhelming and can compare with the ‘sorrows of

Werther’.

Thus the reader has the freedom to give a meaning
to the poem; and this meaning need not be originally re-
lated to it; but his meaning must be controlled by the
historical pessibilities of the times contemporary to the
literary composition concerned, for it would be anachro-
nistic to read modern ideas into ancient poems. What is '
prohibited is ‘the critic while giving his own meaning to
the poem shall not call it the meaning the poet gave it’s
if he does so he will again be culpable of ana»chron.ism.
What he is allowed to do-and in fact cannot be prevented
from doing-is extract his own meaning from the poem and
establish rapport with it. In that case the reader deals
only with the poem and not with the author of the poem.
It is in this sense that I give credibility to Eliot’s theory of
thepersonality of a poem. In most cases the reader may not
know what the poet meant; in such instances, it may be
true to say that the reader cannot but give his ‘meaning to
it, and there is no means of knowing whether that was also
what the poet meant. But even in rare cases in which the
poet writes his own commentary the reader is entitled to

treat the poem apart from the poet and give the meaning
he deems most appropriate to it.

The history of Indian art impresses on us the single
important fact which in spite of a few possible exceptions
which might be accidental and bad art from the traditional
point of view - that art was mostly intended to serve as a
medium for propaganda of one kind or another. It was
mostly religion; it could be the worship of God or man as
in the laudatory poems; it could be conventionalised ex-
pression of set psychological formulae representing types
and not individual and eccentricexprience. So Art for Art’s
sake, which the Rassians from Tolstoy to Lenin and even
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later thinkers reject and which Ibesnism condemns,was long
ago found unacceptable to Indian Art; Whether it be the
plastic arts, or literary art or music. This criticism will be
universal in its application on this side of the Sangam lit-
erature, with religion playing a dominant role; The Hindu
proclivity to pornography is suppressed by the ego which
merely portrays blatant sex in Khajuraho, padums in Carn-
atic music, and the kdves in Tamil literature in the name of
Bhakti. The sub-conscious delights in the sex and the con-
scious rationalises it as religion. Rationalisation as a de-
fence mechanisam may be a permissible pastime for repair-
ing prestige in shambles, but will be impossible and cannot
be a substitute for honest evaluation. Art divorced from
social purpose as a pure experience of ‘beauty’ is a rarity in
our literature. That is how Shakespeare and Wordsworth
have no counterparts here and if these were, will be conde-
med as ‘souless’.

But then what is beauty and is it inextricably associat-
ed with purpose? Beauty is two things simultaneously :
1. a characteristic of a pretty object (which may be a thing
or an act); like the spots on a deer, the tail of a peacock,
the blush on a female cheek and so forth; or the particu-
larly pleasing arrangements of svaras (or notes) in music,
or similar patterning of colours in a painting - the proto-
type being the rainbow, and so on; also it can be the pretty
style of walking or speech or other manners or acts. Beauty
also is 2. the impression produced on the looker, hearer,
the comprehender by these object and acts. The enjoy-
ment which is different from appreciation of beauty is an
act unrelated to what the beauty is made for.The peacock’s
beauty may be related by the biologists, to the call to the
peahen; the nightlngale’s music may be similarly explained
with reference to a purpose; but ths human eyes and ears
which delight in these sights and sounds still enjoy them tho-
ugh intended by nature for specific purposes. Hence beau'ty,

ike cow’s milk though intended by nature for specific
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purposes goes on to be of use and delight to other areas
of experience too. Hence though art could have a meaning
primarily, its impact on those not covered by the original
arrangement can also be equally intense and delightful.
Delight is tbe ultimate aim of art; delight which is an
aspect of happiness includes sorrow; for when, happiness
comes sorrow cannot be far off. Hence art produces the
contentment of happiness as well as the disturbance of
melancholy. The poet has perforce to sing about L’ allegro
and Penseroso. Since disturbance leads to and is the conse-
quence of action, while contentmeat leads to quietude,
sorrow was deemed more meaningful and useful by the
Greeks who prefsrred tragedy to other forms of literature.
The Hindu faith in quietude and the philosophy of negation
preferred to ban tragedy. Perhaps the perpetual tragedy in
the country made tragedy irrelevant. But the artist in
Kalidasa and llango Adigal created really magnificient
tragedies but in the end spoiled them by giving non-tragic
artificial finales to their works of art namely Sakuntalam
and Cilappatikiaram and made the artistic denouement ulti-
mately clumsy.

Another confusion which the appreciation of beauty
breeds is of some importance. Every act or thing has or can
have three dimensions; a) aesthetic, b) moral and ¢) utili-
tarian. Here these include beauty, behavioural propriety,
and utility as well as ugliness impropriety and disutility.
Now any one of these could be related or unrelated to the
rest; for example aesthetic enjoyment could be a-moral or
useless and so on. Hence again the criticism of art could be
merely aesthetic in an atmosphere divested of social pur-
pose and formal morality.

The norms of literary criticism which we can pick up
inany standard text book on that subject are western
norms created by Greek and Latin literary tradition and
bred in the European experience. Qur experience being diff-
erent, my call to the creators and students of literature here
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is to make the norms appropriate to his literature. This
could be achieved if one had a sense of ‘history’. I see st-
raightaway that we had no tradition of literary criticism
since we had no ‘historical consciousness’. The connection
between the two is obvious. Hegel, the great systematiser
in Philosophy, said in his ‘Lectures on Aesthetics’ (1835)-
(‘Philosophy of Fine Art’ as it is nowcalled)-that all Art
has three stages: 1. symbolic, 2. classical and 3. romantic;
and says how in the ‘symbolic’ stage, the object dominates
the idea, in the classical the object and idea coalesce to make
a perfect combination and in the romantic, the idea over-
flows and submerges the matter in a confused flood. The clas-
sical combines energy and beauty in proper proportions i.e.,
the manly and the womanly. In a lighter vein, we could say
that contemporary literature has a phase which can be de-
signated ‘chaotic’, a naturel heir of the romantic and in
which absence of idea is matched only by absence of form.
When the expectant mind is frustrated, as the contemporary
intellectuals happens to be, the confusion caused by anger
can beget only the bizarre literature we are only too fami-
liar with. Herein we see that Art is the product of the mind’s
struggle to express itself through manageable media as well
as it can; and at its most successful it stands for a recon-
ciliation between ideas and objects, mind and experience,
norm and empiricism i.e., system and ‘history’. Though we
had systems in abundance, the absence of empirical analyses
and historical view-points made art serve but a practical pur-
pose, whether it was symbolic, classical or romantic. The

understanding of the background is essential to the appre-
ciation of art; hence literary criticism will becgme meamng.-
ful only when literature is related to history i.e., experi-
ence, and is not merely encapsuled ip set .f(?rmulae n.lost]y
borrowed from abroad. When experieice 1s mv.oked, history
arrives and makes criticism valuable and mean.mgfu]; al.“? w,c
remember that poetry is‘emotion recollected in tranquility’.

The historical method of literary criticism has a vast history
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itself; and one aspect of it at least is relevant to our expe-
rience. That is, our appreciation of a very old poem is gre-
ater than that of a comparable poem of recent times, and
the mind does confuse the quality of a poem with the repu-
tation of the author. I once wrote out an obscure poem from
one of the Sangam anthologies, and claiming for myself its
authorship, sent it to a respectableliterary journal wanting
it to be published; the poem was rejected as mediocre.

One word about ‘realism’ in literature, which is a
current slogan among our story-writers here, may not be
inappropriate now. This is not a new idea; it is very old
and has been discussed before by stalwarts like Words-
woth. [Literature is art; the function of art- is not to
capture actuality photogfaphically but seize poetic truth
by its essence and frame it artistically; so that the literary
portraiture shall deal with ‘what appears to be’, ‘Seems to
be’ and not ‘What is’.] Apart from the philosophical
and physical difficulty in distinguishing between the two,
what ‘seems’ alone can be the criterion for the expression
of experience. The myriad varieties which literature is
capable of are due to the endless variation in human ex-
perience. The Tolstoyan criticism of Shakespeare that
the Shakespearan characters speak Shakespearean language
and not their own loses force when this is borne in mind.
‘Realism’ should be meant to indicate the need to keep
close to historical realities when a social purpose is in-
tended to be spotlighted.
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Overlappings and Distinctive Q ualities
of Akam and Puram verses

M.  Shenbagam

The traditional pattern of classification for the
cankam poems is into akem and puram. They are supposed
1o follow different rules and Tolkappiyar describes them
in his porulatikiram. A detailed study of these poems

however reveal an overlapping tendency between the
two, and as such the demarcation becomes less rigid.

This lesds to the following classification of these poems.

1. poems which follow strictly the traditional pattern
of classification into akam and puram



2. poems where one feature is dominant with a mix-
ture of the other

3. poems where both features are equaly dominant

In the poems of class 2 and 3 we observe the following:

1. The treatment of nature is obligatory in akam
poems and out of the 1862 akam poems, only .sixteen
do not treat nature. Though purem also treat nature,
perhaps equally important, the nature of treatment is
different. Unlike in the akam poems, the treatment is
simple, unimaginative and has no symbolic motivation.

2 Politics is the most important theme for puram
verses. About one fourth of these poems describe nature
for similies, as descriptions of the lands and to praise the
glory of the king. This is typical of the puram verses.

3. There are definite different similes for akam and
puram.

4. The characters pagar and parppir as desicribed in
these two class of poems, are very different. The des-
criptions of the women in kurifici is also different.

5. Mullai poems alone reflect the heroism. described
in puram, Pilai and kurifici have a few references to the
heroic nature of the society. In marutam and meytal there
is no such reference at all.

6. Adkan and puram verses differ from the rules
of Tolkappiyar as in vélan veriyzitu and viricet,

7. Restrictions and distinctions between the two

are noticed in the themes handled and in certain phrases
and lexical items used. '
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Bathing customs as revealed in
Cankam Literature

Ragupathy Swaminathan

The aim of this paper is to bring out the importance
of the customs of bathing and its significances. It is
however a study in cultural anthropology pertaining to a
particular aspect of the social life of the ancient Tamils.
Hence the approaches of cultural anthropology, namely,
1) concept of origins 2) concept of stages and evolutions
3) concept of diffusion and comparative method are
followed here.

The first part of the paper deals with the bathing
customs that prevailed in the four regions in ancient



Tamil country. Marutam and Neytal poems contain more
informations than the other two in describing the bathing
customs. On comparing the bathing customs in these
regions it can be inferred that the four regions differed
from each other in economic and social customs.

The regional gods were associated with water and
bathing. Murukan was worshiped by the hero who was in
love with the heroine after taking a bath in the waterfalls
in the mountains and after taking an oath in the name of
Murukan in order to marry her.
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