


355 CHTLNL Har

Caaid 1wrasL Lt

LY @wi-@m;brr;trrums&r, b, o.,
ariur L wit
ST s AwmBSTLQwsd, Fwbd

und uSIusD, Basv16-636 007.



WSsHUBPIYy -~ goer 1988

© ofewn yPAumsCs.

STe oo d@uilitb :
G Huwesst
10, @rrsvramiisdad Az,
Cru-636 008.

Title of the Book : THAMIZHAKAK KOTTAIKAL
SALEM MAVATTAM
NA, 211,8 (MV) M 8 725 - 18095411

Author : K. LAKSHMINARAYANAN, M. A,
Language : TAMIL
Paper Used : MAP LITHO

Type Point Used ;: 10 POINT
Size of the Book : DEMY 1/8
No ef Pages : %10 + 10 + 186
Printers : PONMUDI ACHAGAM, SALEM.3,
Publishers ; BHAVTHI PATHIPPAKAM
10, RAJAMANICKAM STREET,
SALEM-636 007,

Price Rs. 20/-

e

siflpas CemlmL s



FORWARD

Forts are magnificiant even in desolation, When
they were in their full glory, they must have been
awesome, Thay represent the splendour of powers, their
very structures evoke this. Invariably they have history

written all over them.

There are many forts in Tamil Nadu which bear
these attributes. The Fort St. George, the Vellore Fort
and the Gingee Fort are some of the well known ones
among them. What is striking is that the Salem District
has a large share of glorious forts; the Attoor Fort, the
Omalur Fort. the Sankagiri Fort, the Namakkal! Fort, the
8alem Fort. Thiru K. Lakshminarayanan, the Curator of the
Government Museum, Salem was fascinated by them,
studied them and has brought out this book documenting
systemetically their history. their lay out and the art
and architecture associated with them. Nothing reflects
so well the changing fortunes of the various rulers who
held. sway in this area an this account of the forts

found here.

It is an interesting study backed up by copious
notes and references. glossaries of words and lists of the
illustrious ruters and the dynasties who constructed the
fortc and held them for a long time. This is & fine
addition te byoks on a rare aspect of history.

N. HARINARAYANA,

Oiractor of Gevernment Museums,
Government of Tamilnadu.

SALEM.
26th MARCH 1988,
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Atur ( A ttur, written Arrur ). The taluk

Head-quarters (Ahtoor) tn the taluk kacheri are three
large stones bearing inscriptions. brought about ten years ago
from Sokkanur and Aningapathi Villages. One mile south
of the villege there is a cairn, partly opened. The town was
formerly called Anantagiri. North of the river is a large fort,
the builder of which is said to have found an immense
treasure of gold buried in seven iron pots. One of the pots
is still preserved in the vishnu temple in the fort. The fort
walls are well buiit of stone. The fort dates from, about the
middle of the fifteanth century It contains a palace building
and two temples, (J. A.S. B, XIV. 764) (Vol. (. Page-201)

OMALUR; 10 miles nerth-west of Salem (Womaloor)
A very old " Siva temple with many inscriptions, There is a
fort here, said to date from a time anterior to the establish-
ment of the Mysore dynasty about A. D. 1399. Some old
siiver coins are found here. (colone! congreve, in'the Madras
Journal for 1878) (Vol, | P-156)

»NAMAKAL (Namakkal) + The tatuk head - quarters
( Namieul Droog ). There are two old vishnu temples in
Namakkal with inscriptions. One of the two temples - that

98 - s8YPas Carl masr



dedicated to Narasimhaswami-has a cepper plate grant. The .
fort is built on the. sumuit of a dazzling mass of gneiss;
about 300 feet high. There are a number of temples and -
sacred buildings and bathing-pools on and. about the hill;
'l'hofonis very difficult of access. Steps cut in the rock faei- .
jitating the ascent. The. upper fort which:contains several..
buildings Is extremly constructed and very strong though its
atea- in only about an acre and a half. Amengst these
buildings is a temple of vishnu with an inscription round- it.
The fort is said to have been constructed by a polegar.chief
{District Manual). (Vol.| P-204) ' ‘

SALEM (Selam).. Tne head quarters of the district.
A rallway station. An old Siva temple. On one of the shrines
of which are many inscriptions. In the portion of the town
knpwn as *'gugai‘’, is a cave by tradition, the residence of.a
hermit {Manual, 30) There is a fort here and an old Mahal.
In the collector office lies an. old volume compiled by the
first collector of the district containing copies of a number
of Sanads and translations of copper plates. Thereis another
by Mr H . J. Stokes (C. S) containing copies of :several
inscriptions . There 1s a Jain image lying close to. the river.
bank in the town: and another between:the church.and the
collector’s house. (See J. A. S, R, X1V, 765). (Vol 1. P-200)

SANKAGIRIDURGAM : 8 miles horth by west. of
Tiruchengod Raiiway Station. ( sankagherry Droog). There is
a fine hill-fort here of no great antiguity but strongly built,
with long lines of fortification. Also an ancient Siva temple
on the hill, well sculptured and containing 'manyinscriptions,r
An inscription in Telugu behind the kesavaswami tempie is
said to be *"illegible’ and so is another, in canarese 0N the
Mandspam of Isvara temple. Two inscriptions on stones

ted in the fields of the town.are simifarly said to be

plan
adras Journal for

illegible. colenel congreve’s paper.in the M
1878 (P-155) contains a. notice..of this-place. He mentions
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a masjid. half way down the steps leading to the tempie on
the hill, standing at the entrance of a cavern. He is inclined
to think that certain sculptured foot prints te be seen there
are of Budhist origin. He states that ¢'Many ancient coins
and arms have been dug at different periods” ( Sea also
J.A.S,B, XIV, 768-9) Vol. I. P-203)

SOLAPADI!: 28 miles west of Salem, An old vishnu
temple and a fort. A mile and a half north of the village is a

stone bearing an inscription in Telugu Characters.
(Vol. 1. P-200)
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