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Preface

Xt India is generally considered by many as a museum
of languages where one can find more than 1600 languages,
Nilagiri in Tamil padu can be rightly taken as a replica
of India. Nilagiri is a small hilly district where one can
meet very many distinct languages though they all belong to
one and the. same family of lapgnages, namely Dravidian.
These languages offer rich raw materials for our linguistic
enquiries and we are very fortunate to bave such an array
of languages in one and the same place.

It is also very ipteresting to pote that the customs and
social traditions of various tribes in this area have been made use
of by various research scholars in various desciplines for their
studies and this area has been well known for diverse social
customs and social conditions. Even from the 16th century
onwards these people and their modes of life are known to the
western world and a number of contributions on them have
appearedA ever singce.

While working on various languages spoken in this area
we have come across many good contributions to the other
related desciplines both by westerners and others.

We thought that a bibliography of these contributions and
the publication of the same will be of immense help for various



iv

research scholars and we are very happy that it is now possible
for us to place the collection before the public. It is our
earnest hope that in the near future the Centre of Advanced
Study in Linguistics at the Annamalai University will be able
to extend Hs research activities in the other related desciplines
like Sociology, Anthropology, etc., which are very useful to
many linguistic enquiries.

Though the title of the book suggests only the Nilagiri
hill tribes, the other tribes found in other parts of Tamil
Nadu are also inclnded.

It is our pleasant duty to thank Mrs. Piljain of Ootaca-
mund, Dr. N. C. Choudhri of the Anthropological Survey of
India, Calcutta, for their immense help in the preparation of
this bock. Our thanks are also due to Dr. S.P. Adinarayan, the
Vice - Chancellor of the Annamalai University for his encourage-
ment,

We are also thankful to Mr. R. Balakrishnan who has
helped us in varieus ways: Our thanks must also go to
M/s. Sivakami Prioters, who have done the printing work so
nicely within a short period.

Annamalainagar J Z_yés/f z‘a/;'n_gam
31—3—1973
QS: ané‘//{z've/
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