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FOREWORD.

Until Dr. von Fiirer-Haimendorf turned his attention to its problems
Hyderabad was almost a terra incognita to anthropologists. Now, after
completing a standard work on the food-gathering Chenchus, he has
given scientists and the general public an invaluable description of the
almost equally primitive Reddis. To appreciate the importance of a
work of this nature to the student of mankind it is only necessary to
realise that it deals with what are virtually living fossils. To the Reddis
the Aryan incursion is a thing of yesterday ; they are not only older than
the Dravidians, but belong to a culture stratum which even antedates
that of the Neolithic Austroasiatics who form such an important element
in the primitive tribes as far South as the Godavari. We are apt to think
of “ wild Nagas ” and the like as truly primitive, but, as the author points
out, the contrast between the Reddis with their digging-sticks and the
hoe-using Nagas is as great as that between the latter and plough culti-
vators,

It may be truly said therefore that the Reddis are a remnant of the
true aboriginal population of India, to whom all others are new-comers.
But this is very far from meaning that they have remained uninfluenced
by their more advanced neighbours who have occupied the fertile plains
and valleys. These neighbours have brought with them new wants and
new economic methods and, as only too often is the case, exploitation.
- The tale of land alienation and virtual serfdom is a piteous one, and
though the Reddis had a true friend and adviser in the Swami of Paran-
tapalli he was powerless to give them effective help till Dr. von Furer-
Haimendorf had submitted proposals for reform to the Government of
Hyderabad, who readily accepted them. The effect of these reforms
was instantaneous, and the author and his wife must have felt rewarded
for the wearisome months of detailed study in a notoriously bad climate.

Thanks are due to the Government of His Exalted Highness the
Nizam for the publication of a book which will commend itself to 2 wide
circle of readers, not only-as a vivid account of a primitive tribe, but as
a study of acculturation processes applicable to India’s primitive races
in general. It is in similar intensive and sympathetic study, followed
by sound reforms, that hope lies for the oppressed elsewhere.

J. P. MILLS.
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PREFACE

S I WRITE these lines, I ook over the wide Apa Tanang valley,
land of primulas, rhododendrons and fruit blossoms, magnif-
ciently set amidst dark, pine-covered ridges and topped by the

snow peaks of the Himalayan main range. Under the light of the
setting sun the dry bracken on the hill-slopes turns purple and the rice-
fields, with their intricate pattern of low terraces, spread like a golden
carpet over the valley bottom. The straw is still standing, but the grain
has been garnered and fills the granaries crowding the outskirts of the
villages. Ignorant of the plough, the Apa Tanangs yet reap rich har-
vests and grow ample food for the twenty thousand tribesmen concen-
trated in this single valley. Not a grain of their crops goes to merchant
or money-lender, no land-revenue burdens the cultivator and no forest
laws restrict hunting or the use of timber for firewood and building
material. Rich in the products of their own country—those twenty
odd square miles of which every acre is carefully husbanded—the
rice and millet of their fields, the vegetables and fruits of gardens and
groves, the decorative multi-coloured cloths woven and embroidered by
their womenfolk, and the wares of their potters and blacksmiths, the
Apa Tanangs look for wealth not to the outside world, but find satis-
faction of their needs within the framework of their own tribal
economy.

Anthropological work among populations animated and sustained
by the vigorous spirit of a flourishing, self-contained culture is an exhil-
arating experience. For the cheerfulness and exuberance of men
practically free from want is infectious, and in enjoying their hospitality
and sharing their interests you enter a world untainted by many ills of
more advanced societies.

How different is the lot of the anthropologist in Peninsular India!
There the aboriginal populations are among the disinherited of fate
and to identify oneself with their interests means 2 depressing struggle
against oppression and exploitation, a heart-breaking sense of frustra-
tion in the face of the tribesmen’s loss of land, economic freedom and
self-respect.

Often while working in the Deccan I fonged for the free air of the
Naga Hills, but back in Assam, amidst tribes gf the greatest anthropo-
logical interest, I yet feel that it is Middle India and the Deccan rather
than these borderlands, where the solution of the crucial problems of
Indian ethnology will ultimately be found. For there, in small tribes
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of poor and drab culture, survive the last remnants of populations that
formed a broad substratum of India’s racial structure and influenced
in no small way the cultural atmosphere of ancient times.

This book, however, is primarily a record of a primitive tribe’s
reaction to recent changes in its physical and cultural environment, and
ethnological problems have been dealt with only fleetingly. The con-
ditions under which it was written were indeed not conducive to studies
in comparative ethnology. Many of its chapters were written in various
camps in the Reddi country, others while we worked among the Gonds
of Adilabad, and the final revision of the text was done in spare moments
during a tour in the Balipara Frontier Tract.

My wife and I are deeply indebted to H.E.H. the Nizam’s Govern-
ment for the facilities and assistance given to us during our work among
the Reddis and Koyas and for bearing the cost of publication of the
present volume. For this support of anthropological research at a time
when the public interest in focussed on subjects of more immediate
practical value we have particularly to thank Colonel Sir Muhammad
Ahmad Said Khan, Nawab of Chhatari, k.c.5.1, K.G.LE., President of
the Executive Council, Sir Theodore Tasker, c.LE., o.8.E., I.C.S., who
visited the Reddi country while we were working there and set in train
. the admimstrative measures for the tribesmen’s benefit, his successor as
Revenue Member, Mr. W. V. Grigson, 1.C.S,, as well as Mr. Ghulam
Mohammed, ¢.1.E., Finance Member of H.E.H. the Nizam’s Executive
Council.  They are all such dear personal friends that any formal
acknowledgement seems singularly inadequate for the help, encourage-
ment and hospitality they have showered on us whenever we stayed in
Hyderabad ; there is not one of them in whose house we did not either
write or proof-read parts of this book.

Twice the unhealthiness of the Reddi country—one of the most
malarious parts of the Deccan—threatened to bring our work to a stand-
still, and we have to thank it to Lady Tasker, who nursed my wife
through a serious illness, and to Dr. Paul Little of the Singareni Col-
lieries that on both occasions we were soon back among the Reddis,
To Mr. and Mrs, W. V. Grigson, whose hospitable house has long had
a reputation as a “ sanatorium for anthropologists,” we owe no less a
debt of gratitude for all that they did to restore us in body and spirit,
when, in January 1941, we returned to civilization disheartened by con-
tinuous malaria and the depressing social atmosphere of the Godavari
valley.

Several times on our way to and from the Reddi country we
enjoyed the overwhelming hospitality of the European community of
the Singareni Collieries. It is impossible to thank individually all its
members for their kindness, but Mrs. T, Rogers has further earned our
gratitude by making all the line drawings contained in this volume,



xi

The officers of the Samasthan of Paloncha have helped us to the
best of their ability, but the greatest assistance in the field we received
from the Swami of Parantapalli, that delightful personality whom to
have met is a gain in itself. The story of his labours for the Reddis’
welfare has a place in the pages of this book, but he must nevertheless
remain anonymous, his name being known neither to us nor to his closest
co-operators,

CHRISTOPH von FURER-HAIMENDORF

Duta,
Balipara Frontier Tract,
Assam,

November, 1944.
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