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Publisher’s Preface

Chola country, the medieval Kingdom of Tamil Nadu,
is the centre of Arts and Cultural heritage. Chola country
has tens and thousands of temples. It is farnous for the pal-
aces and historical buildings, memorials of kings, the settle-
ment of the West and the relation with East. In this connec-
tion several volumes of works have been published on the
political and cultural history of the Chola couniry and the
relation with southeast Asia. In Tamil Nadu, several memo-
rials have been documented. Among them the memorials of
victory are always dominated. But it is very interesting to
note that there is a unique memorial mentioning the down-
fall of Napoleon Bonaparte which is standing alone on the
Coromandal Coast. The memorial of the victory of British
Empire over defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte is popularly
known as Manora which is situated near Pattukkotiai in
Thanjavur District, Tamil Nadu. In many archives materi-
als of Marattas of Thanjavur, Manora has been referred to as
Chaluvanaickenpattinam. Several Modi and Tamil records
of Thanjavur Marattas are housed in Sarasvti Mahal Library
and the inscriptions of Manora tower speak about the con-
struction of the tower Manora and the friendly relationship
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with British and King Serfoji Il of Thanjavur. The King
Serfoji Il was a connoisseur of English education, art, archi-
tecture and printing technology of the West.

Manora, the memorial tower, is appearing small in size.
But itreveals several historical events and its relation with South-
east Asia and the maritime activities. Chaluvanaickenpattinam
was one of the Maratta Forts and ports on the coast of
Coromandal. It was also a maritime trade centre and its ar-
chives materials which speak about the trade with Southeast
Asia, particularly exported commercial goods like rice, salt,
perfume articles, grains, pearls, and cotton and imported areca
nut and other precious materials to Chaluvanaickenpattinam.

The archives materials of Sarasvati Mahal on
Chaluvanaickenpattinam and the historical memorial of Manora
are the basic sources which have been taken and properly uti-
lised in this book. In this connection Dr. M. Rajaram, LA.S.,
and Dr. Raju Poundurai, Associate Professor, Department of
Architecture, Tamil University have attempted in myriad ways
going through the length and breath of the archives and also
made an attempt to highlight the salient features of construc-
tion techniques and style of the tower. Manora is not a mere

{ort monument. It was also a centre for shipbuilding and mari-
time trade of Maratta kings of Thanjavur palace. Dr. M. Rajaram
in spite ofhis hectic schedule and administrative work, has taken
pains and effort to bring out this work. Both Dr. M. Rajaram
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and Dr. Raju Poundurai tried their best to collect the ar-
chives materials related to shipbuilding technology of
Maratta period and the problem with maintenance of
Maratta ships and the problem of their conservation. By
taking much efforts the authors have done yeoman service
to the cause of the general public, travellers, tourists, his-
torians and one and all by bringing this into a beautiful

monograph with all relevant illustrations wherever neces-

sary.

I feel happy that Sarasvati Mahal Library had the
unique opportunity to publish this rare book on maritime
history and architecture of the Thanjavur Marattas. 1thank
the Government of India for the allotment of fund for the
publication and also to the Government of Tami]l Nadu
for its support in bringing out such books and I thank
Thiru. Samy. Sivagnanam, Adminjstrative Officer and
Thiru A. Panchanathaun, Publication Manager and all those

who are associated to bring this work in a nice form.

Thanjavur. S. Kosalaraman, I.A.S.,
14.04.2002, District Cotllector and Director,
T.M.S.S.M.Library, Thanjavur.

n



Preface

The delta of Thanjavur has been the motherland of fine
arts. Beginning with Pallavas, a range of traditions that in-
clude Cholas, Pandyas, Bojalas, Moghuls, Vijayanagar Dy-
nasties, and the like, have bequeathed hoary art-treasures to
the posterity, the elegance of which endures till date for us to
understand the art and architecture and culture of Tamil Nadu.

Be they buildings, or sculptures or paintings or what-
ever in all these, might we have a glimpse of a certain exclu-
siveness as well as a combination of various trends. Quite
within our eyes' reach lies an infay of history and culture in
conjunction.

Small is the strip of Coromandel coast, which really forms
part of the Thanjavur district map as on date. Only in the
Pattukkottai Taluk of this district are to be found significant
seaboards; one of these is Sarabendraraja pattinam which is
but a small sea-shanty.

In the surround of a lovely landscape, sea-laved, fringed
with a fine of palms green and majestic stands Manora, a two-in-
one Fort-and -Lighthouse, but during the Maratta’s regime.

This historic towering monument raised by Serfoji |,
under the British Rule in 1814 A.D., had in it a host of facts to
demand lasting attention.
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Buckled to the task of writing, as we have, on the
preferential architectural intricacles of Manora, we have duly
scrutinized the available inscriptions and documents in Tamil,
English, Marathi, Modi, replete with chronicled data. A chunk
of such evidence is still preserved in Sarasvati Mahal Library
which was enriched by King Serfoji Il of Thanjavur. Consider-
ing all infarmation, coliating them in order, we have compiled
this text; in view of its significance, it is in all aptness that
Sarasvati mahal has brought this text out as its 434th Publi-

cation.

Qur thanks are due to the Central Government that funded
this publication. We thank Thiru. S. Kosalaraman, 1.A.S., District
Collector and Director of T.M.S.5.M. Library, Thanjavur, who
readily agreed for the publication of this boock. Worth acknowl-
edging are the services rendered by the Administrative Officer
Thiru. Samy. Sivagnanam, Publication Manager Thiru. A.
Panchanathan and Preserver Kudavayil M. Balasubramanian,
in connection with this publication Dr. Victor Rajamanickam of
the Tamil University was kind enough to give us scientifically
pracessed data which help us much and we express our heart-
felt thanks to him. Thanks to Thiru K. Padmanabhan for his
services to get this book printed neatly in fime. We hope this
book would benefit the readers who are more interested in art
history of Thanjavur.

Thanjavur. M. Rajaram,
Raju Poundurai.
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1

Manora — A Preview

Sarabendrarajapattinam, once known as
Caluvanaickanpattinam is a little shantey in the Panchayat
of Sethubhavachattiram of Pattukkottai Taluk in Thanjavur
District; on the coast of Bay of Bengal stands this Pattinam
in the thick of coconut groves and frondage as a beautiful
spot; the town adjoining is Mallippattinam.

Roads from Pattukkottai, Peravurani, Adiramapattinam
lead via Mallippattinam to Sarabendrarajapattinam. in this sea-
shantey of natural beauty exists the historic monument of
Manora on the beach. lts lofty structure is a single complex of
afort, a moat, halls to lounge and a nine ~ tier — tower of a light-
house .

Serfoji I, a Maratta king, the then ruler of Thanjavur was
urder the British hegemony and had to be running an
administration under the alien control.

It befell to the lot of Indian kings to take sides with the
British when there was a rampant rivairy among the English,
the French and other Europeans to coloniza the countries all
over the globe. Under these circumstances French Emperor
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Napoleon Bonaparte, a sworn enemy of the British was forced
to court defeat in Leipzig in the year 1813A.D. againin 1815A.D,,
he fell in Waterloo.

Napoleon's first defeat encouraged the English greatly.
Kings and nationals holding allegiance to the British hailed the
English victory to their delight. They celebrated this victory to
show their solidarity and happiness with the British rulers. [t
was then, the friendly Serfoji of Thanjavur, friendly to the English,
ordered to build this Manora within a year’s span and dedicated
it as a memorial speaking of Napoleon’s defeat, and more than
that, of the victory of the British; he also had its making carved
in several languages and scribed its history.

On the one hand, Manora fort was a commemorative
index of political wins and vanguishings; on the other, it was a
splendid sea ~trading post with a lighthouse and a secure fort
for king’s kinsmen to resort to. Of significant historic events, a
venue and witness it had been.

The nine-tier-tower navelled in the midst of Manorais a
light-house column. In this structure, though very many art-
traditions show their flourishes, the kenspeckle tradition of
Maratta, ot keeping lamps aglow on standards known as
‘Deepasthambha’ was imitated and artfully reproduced. Such
Lamp columns are found in and around Thanjavur and on the
Cauvery at Tiruvaiyaru.

Until recently, the Tamils of Tamil Nadu knew very little
of Manora, its historic significance, of Caluvanaickan pattinam,
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a sea-shantey of no mean historic sea-boards.

Appreciable are the steps taken by the Government to
upgrade Manora as a tourist spot presently maintained by the
archaeological wing functioning under the Department of Tamil-
Culture Development of Tamil Nadu Government. It is worth
noting here that private enterprises also strive their best to
transform this place into a Global Village of a sort related to
historic-info-exchange-sites.

Of Caluvanaickan shantey and Manora, may we
proceed to know more through several historic records from
archives and Sarasvati Mahal Library.

NAPOLEON
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Map : Manora - Caluvanaickan Pattinam
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2

Marattas of Thanjavur
(AD 1675-1855)

The rule of Nayakas over Thanjavur which began in
1535 A.D. came to a close on 3, Feb.1675A.D., with the death
of Vijayaraghava Nayakar on warfield. Thanjavur, then wilted
under Yekoji, a chieftain of Bejapur Sultan. After Aurangazeb’s
ascention, the Bejapur Empire lost its holds. The Jahir rights of
Bangalore were snatched away from Yekoji; as its aftermath,
Maratta rule came to stay. This rule did end with Sivaji's death
in 1855A.D., the last of the lineage. During the eighteen decades
of Maratta rule, Thanjavur saw the flourishing of culture, art,
literature and other heritages in varied stages. The vestiges
and all, bequeathed to the posterity by the rulers, endure till
this day.

Of the two sons born to Sakaji of Maratta, the first was
Chatrapati Sivaji who brought about the golden age of Maratta
rule. Sivaji was the son of Sakaji through his first wife .Venkoji
alias Yekoji was the next one born to Sakaji’'s second wife.

From 1675A.D. to 1683A.D., Thanjavur was under the
three sons of Yekoji, namely Sakaji, Serfoji !, and Tukkoji. It
was in their triumvirate, music, drama, dance, literature and
architecture flourished in Thanjavur. Sakaji composed many
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‘padams’ [music operatic compositions] of nuances and attained
fame. King Sakaji died in 1712 A.D. Serfoji | who was with the
former and rendered his assistance in the administration took
over the throne and continued from 1712 A.D.to 1728 A.D. and
was benevolent. Then, his younger brother, Tukkoji alias Tulaja
assumed the throne in 1729 A.D. and went on weli until 1739
A.D.

Tulaja’s only son Bavasaheb known as Tukkoji I ruled
for a mere couple of years (1736-37 A.D.), (a plotted history),
and died of failing health. His wife rallied upto 1738 A.D. and
made a mark; she fought severe battles with the assailants on
Thanjavur and died on the battelfield.

After Sujan Bai’s death many vied for ruling rights. As
Bavasaheb ~ Sujan Bai couple had no issue, one Pratapa
Simhan born to Bavasaheb and Annapoorna was heir prope,
and wore the crown of power in 1739 A.D.

In the history of Thanjavur Marattas, the Pratapa
Simhan period was one of many frequent battles. The rule of
his predecessors was fairly peaceful with no big war; the rule
after him was in complicity with the British. It was only during
his regime, Nababs, Nizams, East-India Company tradesmen,
French and others severally attacked and infiltrated to the point
of emergent precipitation. In spite of all these, with the valorous
assistance of his second — in — charge Manoji and his acumen,
Pratapa Simhan scored many victories.

Like ably Manoji's, Pundit Dabir's specific guidance
helped the king a great deal in steering the state. Conspiracies
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and hostilities hatched and entertained by French from Trichy,
Sanda Saheb, revolutionary, Kattu Raja of Thanjavur, otherwise
known as Sakuji and Killedar Syed joining hands with East-
India English Company were successfully fended off, and foiled
by Pratapa Simhan who ruled over Thanjavur as a great hero.

The efforts of Kattu Raja manipulated by the French,
failing, East India Company plotted to capture Devi-Fort
DeviKottai that was in the hold of Pratap. (This Devi-Fort is an
islet on the Kollidam Estuary) Manoji's talent and tact finally
gave into Laurence and Clive of East india Company; and Devi-
Fort was taken. This was a land-mark in Indian History that
made way for East India Company to give up the exclusive
trade motives and resort to power-politics to capture the throne.
One might call this event the foundation-stone for an after-build

up.

In 1763 AD after the death of Pratapa Simhan, Tulaja li
was enthroned as Maratta king of Thanjavur. In AD 1771, Tulaja
prepared to wage a war with the King of Ramnad. By such
stratagems, as levy, tax and the like, he extracted quite some
wealth from Chinna Maruthu and Peria Maruthu; besides he
took hold of Anumanthakudi. After this seizure much trouble
was given by Navab of Arcot backed by East India Company,
to king Tulaja; as a baleful sequence, large sums of money as
part of an agreement between the king and the Navab had to
be paid regularly as tax. East India Company made the Navab
its cat’s paw. Tulaja could not pay as assured. Navab Md.Ali,
a.med with East india Company troops, took Tanjore in 1773
A.D. and the king captive. For three years Tulaja was under
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arrest in the Thanjavur palace itself. Under Navab’s rule, in
A.D. 1776, the court of Directors of England gave reprieve;
squashed king's captivity; sent Governor of Madras Lord Picot
to Thanjavur to rethrone Tulaja. In 1787 A.D. Tulaja breathed
his last.

After him, a politically chaotic condition prevailed; then
Pratapa Simhan’s another son Amarasimhan ascended
Thanjavur's Royal Throne. East india Company strengthened
his hands. With the company’s Governor Sir Archibald Campbell
as president, a commission visited Thanjavur, enquired the
Dharma Sahastri of Sarasvati Mahal and procfaimed that
adoption of Serfoji as heir proper by Tulaja’s wives was not
valid; and therefore the mantle of power fell on Amarasimhan
who was declared king of Thanjavur.

Though East India Company’s manoeuvres were initially
required for Amarasimhan to ascend the throne, he, from
Coronation to end, fought the company and made history;
valorized Marattas’ reign in Thanjavur.

During his rule, a group of the royal families resident in
the palace supported him while another faction plotted against
him. With this division to their advantage, the company began
its offensive. In place of Amarasimhan, they appointed Serfoji
brought up by Father-Swartz’. In AD 1798, Serfoji 1} was
crowned but could prolong for just a year in power. The
company soon faulted him, disempowered him and paid him a
pension. As resolved by the company, he received a lakh of
Pakodas and a fifth of kingdom’s income which formed his
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pension-emoluments. Though the Marattas are called ‘kings’
but infact only the company ruled Thanjavur.

With little administration to tackle, Serfoji, a great
educationist, dedicated himself to cultivating fine arts and
developing the great palace library for the rest of his life. It was
during then that he planned and built Manora in
Sarabendrarajapattinam alias Caluvanaickanpattinam. In 1832
A.D., after his death, his only son Sivaii took charge of
Thanjavur and ruled up to 1855 A.D., the year in which with
Sivaji's death, the Maratta regime in Thanjavur came to its
inevitable close.
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3

The History of
Thanjavur Maratta Architecture

During the reign of Maratta kings, in the Thanjavur delta,
arts like music, dance,drama,sculpture and architecture grew.
In King Serfoji's period, with the advent of Europeans and the
connecticn of East India British Company, town planning, villa-
complexes ,building structure—all these underwent a drastic
transformation. in Yekoji 1l and Serfoji )i periods newer structures
sprouted. The age of these two kings saw the renaissance of
architecture of a new kind. The town layout was beautified that
Thanjavur was famed as the Paris of South india. Though racially
of a Maratti stock, these kings involved themselves in Tamils’
culture and language growth and showed a zeal sustained by

diligence and fostered the arts. History bears testimony to this
truth,

Thanjavur palace clearly depicts Marattas’ opulence
and artistic talents, Two and ten Mahals and eighteen Kanas

were there in the palace of Marattas. Modi documents reveal
this,

Arms Factory(Jirat Kana), Elephant-stable (uratti Kara),
Explosives ~Store(Taru Kana) Spirit —cellar (Sharab Kana) Soft
drink trough (Sherbet Kana) were catering to the needs of the
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MARATTA PALACE (1830 A.D.)
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palace people. Very much like these, several were the blocks
inside the palace providing venues for athletics, bouts , canon
practice , hospital medicine, paddy stote, and archives. Almost
all these were ruined and some vestiges still remain.

Treasury, horse-stable, cattle farm, palanquin stall, public
works department, mint, granary and such buildings were called
Mahals. In the palace of Marattas, a zoo park was reared in
the eighteenth century. This is certainly a laudable feat. Special

guests that thronged the palace, used to visit this zoo park and
pleased themselves.

in this park several animals and birds brought from
various parts of Tamil Nadu were looked after. This was properly
the first ever zoo park for Tamilnadu to boast. Maratta kings

were great experts in hunting. They had built Holes in the forests
which they called Vettai Mahals.

King Serfoj, after returning from his pilgrimage to Kash,
built a five corridored storey, a sort of a vormitory. This tower
with bay windows was well decorated. Through these windows,
Queen and King observed processions. This building was
designedin a combinatory style of Moghul, Hindu and English
(properly Gothic) architectures. To the atiraction of the tourist
this ‘Sarja —storey’ still stands aloft,

The Maratti halt of durbaris a big tall columned structure,
highly ormate with Nayaks period paintings. At present this
building houses the museum. Close to this, down plunges &
tunnel passage. In this fort yet another court hall merits mention.
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This was built during Thanjavur Nayaks era. On the tall columns’
architrave terra-lime decorations abound. These carry the
famous style of Thanjavur Maraftas. But paintings reflect the
Maratta ~British hybrid styles. Near to the palace harem they
had maintained a swimming pool. A ‘dark mahal‘ as it was called
was down underground. This has come to be now known as
Krishna Vilasam. Within this, for water sports and frolics there
were facilities. The wall paintings serialize the Krishna Leela
tickling the artistic urge of the onlooker. in this building the straight
pathis flanked by two walks diverging. Unfamiliar walkers would
often lose their way .By such means the kings made it possible
for them to isolate their foes and kill them by ambush. With
such security arrangements was Krishna Vilasam built.

During the Thanjavur Maratta Kings’ rule in the suburbs
of Thanjavur, many palaces were built. King Amar Singh
constructed a palace at Thiruvidaimaruthur, and King Serfoji
built Diwan Vada at Thiruvaiyaru and a palace at
Devanampattinam. Arantangi fort and Manora complexes were
built to reveal their zeal for architecture. On the river Cauvery,
the Diwan Vada with a facade appears in yazhi shape stands
as a unique artistic architectural creation, simply Thanjavurish.
In this is to be found an architecture commixed with
sculpturesque tablature and a new metamorphost art form in
emergence.

Serfoji iI's wives stayed in a mansion called Kalyana
Mabhal builtin 1824 A.D. Some three and twenty people occupied
this building and enjoyed royal attendance. A part of this Mahal
had a print-press and a mint too. This building, standing
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MARATTA PALACE - KALYANA MAHAL
and BATHING GHAT
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majestically on Thiruvaiyaru Cauvery-Ghat, with lofty tiers and
three projections, is a sheer delight to watchers.

Like the Kalyana Mahal of Thiruvaiyaru is the Mangala
Vilas of Thanjavur palace. This complex is known as Mangala
Vasagam. Here lived forty two women of the Royal family. Of
them, quite a few were danseuses. Morphologically, this building
is high-Moghul-Indo- European architectural combine.

On the four royal Highways that run round the patace
of Thanjavur many new buildings were risen with the help of
the English. Serfoji I had a strong penchant for Thanjavur town
lay out to resemble that of Paris. Water taps for drinking,
aquaducts forﬂovVing were all designed in the fort. Drain routes
were laid and maintained by a separate department. A
“Jalasutradhari® came from a foreign country; stayed in the
palace for a long time; gave a blue print for water ducts, canals,
machined wells and the like. Modi documents prove the above
facts.

Choultries at Needamangalam Orathanadu were built
during King Serfoji's times. Orthanadu chouliry was called
Muthambal choultry. Muthambal was King Serfoji's favourite
flame. She on her death bed, appealed to her dear king, to
have a choultry built in her name and feed the needy. Serfoji
complied. This chouliry, down the years, became a western
type educational instituition. The front Mantapa of this choultry
is in the shape of a horse-drawn chariot. its foundationison a
rock base and the building upon is all brick-work with lovely
statues. The building ilustrates Serfoji’s lust for art. A choultry
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builtin 1761 A.D. bore the name of Yamunambal, the third wife
of King Pratap Singh. The facade of this choultry is abundant
with filigree work. Like these, Rajakumara Bai, Rajakumaramba,
Méhanamba and Drowpathamba had choultries in their names.

Manora of Caluvanaickanpattinam close to Pattukottai
is highly ilustrative of Maratta architectural skill. This is
commemorative of Napoleon’s defeat and the King’s delight.
Here are to be seen epigraphic inscriptions in Tamil, English,
Urdu, Maratti and Telugu. In the hexagonal building of this fort,
centrally rises a 22.3 metre high nine-tiered structure. A moat,
stone walling, secret cellars, trading store house, a military gym,
a ship dockyard, a library for defence personnel, with books
on naval military exercises were all here. Of these, a few in
ruins and the rest in shape, the fort and the tall tower stili remain
to our eyes’ relish. This structure was used even as a light-
house. Ships to and fro Sri Lanka, Sumatra, Salmon Islands
and iike places were harboured here. Such was its past glory.

Launching Mansions

During the reign of King Serfoji, besides the Thanjavur
fort, in various parts, he had built many palace buildings. Were
one to see into the nature of these palaces, with reference to
their locations, they may be classified as

1. garden-mansions

2 hunting-houses

3 administrative complexes
4 choultries
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Garden mansions were built in the forest outskirts for
the royal household. Here are storeys and gallery halls, retiring
homes and stables for horses and elephants.

Hunt-houses were built in the thick sylvan woods to
help the rulers for their spree hunting and stay if necessary for
night’s watch. During Serfoji's regime a section of specialist
rangers were groomed by the king in his palace. These
accompanied the king in his hunting expedition and were
lucartively paid for sharing the risk. Modi documents reveal
this. The buildings in such places were called “Vettai Maals”.
Nilgiri Vettai Maal and Kodiakarai Vettai Maal are good examples.
Administrative buildings were within the palace and elsewhere
too. Choultries for rest and feeding also functioned as
educational centres helping the pilgrims; where the public
offered them food, clothing and shelter. Modi documents beyond
doubt prove this point. A particular Modi record cites (14/10/
1838) that there were fifteen choultries controlled by the palace.
Rajakumaramba Bai chouitry, Sakkuvaramba Bai choultry,
Mohnamba choultry, Darmapadamba choultry, Yamunamba
choultry. Saithambai choultry, Arasur chatram, Lakshmi
Rajapuram chatram and Tillaisthana chatram were all built
during Maratta regime. They are useful to the public even today.
It is also important to know that choultries built earlier were
renovated and maintained by Serfoji perfectiy.

Colonies

After Thanjavur Nayaks, during the reign of Marattas,
fresh colonies and settlements did appear. The important
reason for this growth was King Serfoji himself. As part of this
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growth, settiements like Pandaravadais, Tatti Maals, Upparigai,
river Ghats, special bridges, palace controlled bungaiows,
Chatrams, Mantapas, Agraharams cheris and garden houses
were all buift, Serfoji’'s involvement in facilitating this growth
sings his fame tilf date. Therefore it was Serfoji, we might safely
conclude, as the only one of the Maratta kings, who dabbled in
cultivating art and education through means of which he earned
a name from even the English. His contributions to architecture
are noteworthy. These attest Marattas’ art and town
development.

Board of Public Works

During King Serfoji II's rule very many administrative
departments were created and some bifurcated. Each
department functioned separately and autonomously. Modi
records spell this out. Many were the different offices of pubiic

works to protect and maintain the buildings, roads, water supply
and sanitation.

Through this department were supplied building material
to government buildings, to village hutment, to the houses of
the administrative officers; bricks, red rock, bamboo, thatch,
trees, timber drums and dyes and masons were also sent from
the board. To one who worked in the then government office at
Tiruppunthuruthi logs of wood were given. Agraharams, riverine
slopes and hamlets were properly laid out. Draftings of those
days declare this. In Thanjavur alone, this department-staff
undertook the whole responsibility for drinking water supply
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(Jalasutram), street-drains, street lamps and other sanitary
measures-thus prove the Modi.

After the advent of the English Company, in the town
planning administration of Serioji, the Company’s influence
considerably increased. King Serfoji did not like this. He was
deeply concerned over this undesirable impact. Yet with the
King's consent, many construction works were undertaken and
completed. With the help of English Engineers and architects
new buildings rose in Thanjavur. They were all of western style.
On the four highways of Thanjavur, the old Nayaks building
structures were pulled down and new housing cclonies and
halls took their place. If they were ancient buildings, without
losing their unique tetra lime coat and ornamental fluerons, they
changed their shapes as adaptations to the western mind.
Similar were the changes in road transport and tanks. ltis this
change that gave Thanjavur District its network of roads. As a
result Thanjavur came to be hailed as the Paris of Southern
India. The public works department service, which commenced
during Serfoji's period with orthodox reservations, gradually
yielded to the colony culture under the colonial impact. Anglo-
Indian architecture became a blend and gained a new colonial
slant. It was King Serfoji || who sowed the seeds of this
renaissance.

Settlements

During Serfoji Il's period agriculture and commerce grew
to remarkabie targets. Having built several temples, to run them
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with all piety, the king created settiements for Brahmins;
constructed houses for them, and gave them lands; this service
of the king created new Agraharams. Ofthem that appeared in
his period, Ganapathy Agraharam, Palliagraharam, Thiruvadi

~

Agraharam and Kumbakonam Agraharam, Mellattur Agraharam,

Vennatrangarai Agraharam are especially remarkable. These
Agraharams, in general, had long streets with houses having
round pillars, not very tall, in their pials. Buildings with such
structures, of humble proportions, were built with brick and
lime; some had two sections with flower gardens at the rear.

The upper roof thatch in most of these were semi circular; the

house segment adjoining the pia! had within it rooms with piliars
on all the four sides, in some without these. But many houses
had a central patio. Thiruvaiyaru offers examples for these.
These houses were tiled and as a category, made the whole
Agraharam straight, in clusters. Ganapathy, Mellattur,
Thiruvaiyaru Agraharams do have such clusters still. The style
is traditional. But in Thanjavur the method of the Marattas
prevailed, mixing the Tamil tradition and Maratta art style
judiciously. The streets were formed according to blue prints.

Villages Named After the King

During king Serfoji's reign many new settlements were
made for pure administrative reasons and these were given
names of Kings, Queens and other heads in the king’s court.
Some of these were tenancies, functioning in king’s buildings,
generally for collecting land tax, storing grains of
accommodating the administrators or housing officer’s familizs.
These bore the names like Tiruvisainallur, Perumabandi,
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Pandaravadai Sarabendrarajapattinam, Serfojirajapuram,
Yamunambalpuram, Sethubava chatthiram, Avusayapuram,
Inathkhan Patti. For the buildings in these settlements money
from the royal treasury, and public works departmental
supervision were extended then and there as needed.

Consequently even in the villages, government
buildings were built. The reign of Marattas thus scored a point
in history. Though there was a special palace in the capital,
Serfoji built many resorts in Thiruvaiyaru, Sarabendra
Rajapatnam, Mahadevapattinam and Needamangalam.
Therefore these places got urbanized and became cultural
centres in their respective capacities. King Serfoji I was
primarily responsible for these cultural change.

in Maratta period, another significant structure is related
to building river ghats and Mutts. People considered rivers,
tanks, sea and hills as sacred sites for worshipping and
performing religious rites. As the prominent ghats on the shores
of Ganga, so too were built ghats on the shores of the five
rivers (Pancha Natham). The Cauvery in Thiruvaiyaru was
considered on par with sacred Ganga. As in Kasi there are
more than 200 choultries and 20 river ghats. During the Maratta
period, Gujarathis too built a few mutts and ghats. This proves
the commercial connection between Thanjavur and Gujarathis
of those days.

The eighteenth century Tamil Nadu had virtuafly no river
bridges. It was only Tulaja and Serfoji Il who planned and built
many bridges across the rivers for public benefit. On the way
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to Thiruvaiyaru from Thanjavur, bridges on Vennar, Kutamurutti,
Vettar, Thiruvaiyaru, and grand Anicut renovation are strong
evidences to show Marattas’ public works department services
and architectural know-how. They built these bridges by
damming and deflecting water by temporarily growing reed
grass and standing a herd of elephants. By their price worthy
talent, the history of Thanjavur attained more fame. It is no
exaggeration therefore to call Maratta lineage as the backbone
of Thanjavur ethos. 7

THIRUVAIYARU - MARATTA
DIWAN VADA
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4

Caluvanaickan Pattinam
in History

Between Puthuppattinam and Sethubhavachattiram is
situated Caluvanaickan Pattinam east by south to Pattukkottai
in the district of Thanjavur. This village is known as
Sarabendraraja Pattinam. The name Sarabendra Raja was a
special nom de plume granted to Serfoji li. Deeply devoted to
saivism this king secured this name. On these grounds the
place came to be known as Sarabendraraja Pattinam.

The village has two other names : Tulukkanvayal and
Caluvanaickan Pattinam. Of the two, the latter is its most ancient
name. During the Thanjavur Nayaks times it was a sea route
port and a commerce centre. Named after those war men who
went on frequent campaigns to Caluva land, this could have
been named so. The word Nayakan means even today a leader
first and foremost and as one who leads the many. Though the
word Nayakan indicates a section of people speaking Telugu,
the Kallars of Thanjavur District still retain the titles of Caluva
and Nayaka. Whatever be the views about this name, the name
was in vogue since the days of Nayaks regime. Butin Thanjavur
Nayaks’s rule, only ports like Tharangampadi and
Nagappattinam were significant. No historic evidence
whatsoever pertaining to the Nayaks days about this port village
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Caluvanaickan Pattinam has been available hitherto. In spite
of this fact this port village must have attained some name of
special significance during the reign of Konerirayan. This king
had strategic relations with the Pandyas. Moreover this port
Pattinam was close to the Pandya land border; hence it is fairly
inferable that Caluvanaickan shanty was once a port town of
maritime commercial importance, probably during the period of
Konerirayan. Further research in this direction would make
the history of the place bare and clear.

The phrase Tulukkan Vayal signified the village where
Mohamedans, given to sea trading, settled in good numbers.
These people were called Chonakas. The Coromandel coast
population had a great fraction of Mohamedans. Nagore, Nagai,
Athirampattinam and like towns certify to this.

The word Manora that is in currency in the present day
is properly the name of its structure. It is true this word is a
later arrival. The name Manora is nowhere to be seen in Maratta
Kings’ Modi records. Manora as a name could have been in the
parlance of the Maratta peoples’ lingua franca. Manora could
also be construed as an inflected form of minaret whose
meaning substantiates the structure of a standard tower.
Another reading of the name goes to mean that the structure is
mind-ravishing. (Manoharamana-"Manokaram’ means the
lovable quality). Asa lofty structure with several tiers, it could
have been for reasons other than these all that the Marattas
named it so. As regards our purpose the name referes to the
structure and it does not denote the site. However, one built in
Nagore with a Cofumbine shape is being called minaret. We
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might surmise that Maratta king Pratap Singh could have paved
the way for building such structures and minaret as a word
would have demurred into Manora. These explanations are
possible. Of the other names of Caluvanaiackan Pattinam,
TulukkanVayal is not frequently mentioned and Manora is proper
to the memorial alone. One thing clarified beyond doubt is the
ancientness of Caluvanaickan Pattinam. Though the name
Sarabendraraja Pattinam came to stay during Maratta period,
the popular name Caluvanayackan Pattinam alone got stuck
to the place. One Modi note of 1805 A.D. (1746 A.D.) and
another of 1824 A.D. offer the news that one Thathuvoji Appa
was granted a plot of land near Kumbakonam which was called
Serfoji Rajapuram. in 1836 A.D. the first Modi note with the
name Sarabendraraja Pattinam was made available (10-76)
Therefore we can deduce that Caluvanaickan Pattinam, the
site of Manora must have been dedicated as Sarabendraraja
Pattinam in 1836 AD. But the Modi archive note confirms the
fact that the place continued to be known more by the ancient
name than by the names which came later.

Caluvanaickan Port

European maritime commerce made Caluvanaickan
Port one of extreme importance for sea transport and trade.
Navigation, and commerce were the backdrop for the
Europeans to gain foothold in this land. Port cities alone were
the places where they first landed.As part of their general
scheme,they wanted to have these sites brought within their
powers and make them suitable for sea trade. In addition to all
this, the sites adjoining the sea routes are of great utility by
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virtue of their natural lay out and popular support. Fishermen
from the days of yore during their sea ventures had this shantey
as a direction marker. Even today it is customary for the people
of the place to refer to this and plan their sea ventures conning
the directions. The first ever places which came under the rule
of European trading companies were all port cities of ancient
Tamil Nadu. From Sangam Age to the present, it is felt in the
Tamil Literature, Epigraphy and foreigners’ notes that many
groups of tradesmen frequented this land and exports and
imports were going on. Such ports like Caveripoompattinam
and Korkai of ancient Tamil land were well known.

Untit the rule of Cholas, Caveripoompattinam was famed
far and then this port was swallowed up by the sea. In the
same manner Korkai port which was an export centre for Pandya
lands for choice pearls and unguents, disappeared and became
history. We might consider this as the first stage. In the second
stage Nagappattinam port of Chola land came to the fore.
Poompuhar port due to natural calamity sank in stature and
became defunct. After 10" century Nagappattinam of
Cholamandalam was given significance, which continued
through Nayaks’ and then Marattas’ rule over the once Ghola
land. In Pandya Kingdom the part of Korkai similarly lost its
name and fame. At the same time grew as sea trade ports
villages like Periyapattinam, Nagore and Alagankulam. That
Periapattinam attracted the Chinese was proved by excavations
done by the Department of Epigraphy of Tamil University. The
archeological evidence relating to Alagankulam deciares its
ancientness and has proved that there were Greek settiements
there prior to the European advent. It is nevertheless obvious
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that the ports of Tamil Nadu enjoyed a covetable fame. The
European influx was in fact a grand scale commercial war. For
all their commercial connections sea routes and navigation were
facilitating reasons. Portugese, Danish, French and English,
all came here and retained their holds in making theit respective
plotted histories. It was such a conditicn of war in a medium of
commerce and trade that Caluvanaickan Pattinam became a
strategic site and attained the status of a port.

Portugese were the first of the foreigners who entered
the Chola Country and even as they shored up, they controlied
the Nagappattinam Port. Apropos an agreement reached
between the Portugese and the Thanjavur Nayak king
Vijayaraghunatha, Nagapattinam was surrendered to the
Portugese. The President of the Danish commerce chamber
Ovegedde took efforts to remove the Portugese and appealed
to the king repeatedly between 1611 A.D. and 1620 A.D.
Vijayaraghunathar turned down the appeals of the Danish. On
the 19™ of Novemnber 1620 A.D. the Danish got the pride of
Tharangampadi port as its exclusive possession. Both these
agreements were written, one in Portugese and another in Telugu
and are at present kept in the Danish National Archives in
Copenhagen.

Thus in Cholamandal coast Danish and Portugese
commercial power gained ascendency. After that the French
forces took hold of Nagappattinam and Karaikal. As days went
by Tharangampadi port lost its repute. All the port-structures
and quays etc., sank into sea. It was in these days that the
English East India Company’s naval power was on its spread.
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Though Chennaipattinam was the leading port city, the attention
of the British was on the entire Coromandel coast and more
particularly on the Chola coast. Pondicherry, Karaikal,
Nagapattinam and Devipattinam strips became significant; the
former two for the French and the later for the British company.

During the period of Dorin, a resident functionary of the
English East india Company, the entire Cholamandalam subject
to the Maratta rule came into the hands of the company. The
fort of Thanjavur alone was governed by Serfoji H. As
Caluvanaickan Pattinam was a gateway fo the sea route of Sri
Lanka, and Devipaitinam down below was a cenire leading to
regions adjoining Tuticorin, the English prioritized this fort as
part of their naval anchorage schemes. To compete with the
French and to combat with other challenges Caluvanaickan
fort remained firm, connected transport-wise suitably to the
capital Thanjavur.

On these counts the port had a leading role. But the
changes that occurred during King Pratap Singivs rule, the
fluctuations in the state of Ramnad kings and their contro!, and
the Marudu Pandyas-French connections were to be borne in
mind. History has news to support that the French Emperor
Napoleon sent an envoy of messengers to help Maruthu
brothers oppose the English. Adjacent to the sea boards in
Cholamandaltam, regions subject to the rule of Sethupathi and
Maruthu brothers were located, always giving precedence to
the importance of Caluvanaickan Pattanam. This was the then
geo-political truth confined to the said regions. But in Maratta’s
rule, especially in the rule of Chatrapati Sivaji Maharaja Saheb
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(1832-1855 A.D.) Maratta Palace ships were used for
commerce at this port. Recorded history and documentary
evidence prove beyond doubt the truth of this port's excessive
importance during the years close to 1855 A.D. either way.
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5

The Structure of Manora Fort

The English showed a keen involvement in constructing
memorial columns and such buildings. In the history of
architecture in india several tiered, lofty towered buildings built
in Moghul style stilt stand. Similarly in Tamil Nadu, right from
Sangam age down the centuries, many tall mansions, roomy
CGopuras and seven-levelled terraces had been built. Ancient
literatures attest this. With the background of an archeological
history, building magnificent tall structures invariably remained
part of a customary agenda. Likewise from the days of yore,
building a Columbarium in the midst of palaces had been an
architectural tradition. 1t is noteworthy to find similar structures
of rectangular dove-cots in temple buildings. In residential
buildings like palaces, garden-houses and in temple structures
like sanctum sanctoram, Gopuram, and Vimana, the columbine
structuration had been followed with reverence. The
architectural treaties confirm this point.

Niches

In the archetectural treatises, dove-cot is given names
like “kapothika", “Kapothapalika’ and in Tamil “Kapothagant’.
Marattas in their palaces had buiit several dove-cots. Such
buildings as theirs could not be seen elsewhere in other parts
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of the Chola land. Only in the Thanjavur region of the Maratta
period the columbine structured architecture could be found.
In these niches of dove-cots, they tended little squabs and
tumblers. They cailed these “Madappurakkal”. Even today this
word is fairly in good currency. During festivities these niches
were lit with mud lamps and were celebrated as
“Deepasthamba” (Standard of Lamps) This tradition persists
in the state of Maharashira even today.

In the palace building of Diwan Vada at Thiruvaiyaru,
we can see a similar columbine structure. Near to the Nabab
ghat and in front of Sahanayakar ghat niches for dove-cots
layer upon layer in five folds are found. These building from
their base up have a consistent hexagonal helical structure.
Generally Indian architectural treatises carry a mention of this
hexagonal helix. A bit of trigonometry is invoived in the
construction of such hexagon. Modi recods (58-31) indicate
that in 1811 A.D. Marattas built such niched towers to squals.
Nagore Durga is an instance of this kind.

In Maratta King Tulaja’s period there were grants to tend
doves. On close inspection of Nagore Durga, the so called
‘kapotha’ structure looms large hexagonaily. On scrutiny of
the structures of Diwan vada of Thiruvaiyaru and the Durga of
Nagore, it could be conjectured, these were built before the
times of Manora. Itis evident that the structure of Manora, in all
possibilities, is one of derivation from the parent structure,
Similar buildings were built roughly during the same time in
China too. But there are no evidence to assert that Chinese
architecture had had anything to contribute to the development
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of Manora style. Yet there is enough truth in history to show
that the Sino-Tamil commercial connection was there from
ancienttimes. But still there are no written, recorded evidences
to prove that Manora structure was a further follow up of
Thiruvaiyaru, Nagore columbine structures.

Fort Wall

Manora fortis an exemplary one with all features proper
to a fort finely built with a technical know-how of which any
amount of description would hardly be an exaggeration. The
fort wall that runs round the hexagonal moat is of twelve feet,
mean height. Upon this wall are vomitaries of defence buili.
These first appear to converge and then diverge. From the
convergent potion war-men could array themselves with
weaponry. In the interstices canons were fixed.

Modi record 19-66 of 1814 AD gives this information.
So itis clear that the fort wall was designed to support canons
and was a place of secure defence. To the west of the fort wall
there are safety cellars. In these were kept all needed
accessories required to build ship hulls and other weapons.
The doors were also locked and sealed. At times, such as
these that were kept under safe custody were found to be
damaged and some of them were also missing. Letiersin Modi
archives refer to all these. Besides, records very clearly
describe the safety cellar operations. From this, itis clear that

the interior cellars within this fort functioned as lockers and
armories.
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Fort Gates

There are three gates to Manora all in a line. The first
two have doors of a very small size. The second gate is just
past the moat. This beautifully fortified threshold gate is in
western style. The pillars in the two gates are built of rocky
stone. At the top of the pillar column rest spheroidal shaped
" abaci, a conspicuous Dutch archietectural trait. Some say that
this belongs to European Renaisance art style.

On either side of these gate columns, are provisions
for two to stand guaid. Such pillars with caryatids belong to an
ancient tradition of architecture. It was the duty of these guards
to let people in or out on production of passes. On one side of
the columns, the English East India Company trade mark had
been carved. This shows that this fort wes once under the
complete control of the English. Though this fort had been built
as a mark of joy on the defeat of Napoleon, it ought to have
been let for the English totally for their keeping.

An Englishman who was in the fort-guard service of
Manora had written a letter to Thanjavur Maratta King, Serfoji i
in which he had humbly requested the king for assistance to
remove his wants. Though the fort guard and the up keep of
the fort was left to the care of the English, the expenditure
relating to the maintenance of the fort and other payments was
met from the coffers of Serfoji H. Two letters addressed to the
king maited form this fort are kept in Sarasvathi Mahal. They
are in lovely English script. Of them one is shown hereunder.

Ma-5§
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To
His Highness Magah Rajah Serfojee
Rajah of Tanjore.

May it please your Highness,

That | with the most respectful submission beg leave to
state, that tho and conscious of your Highness constantly
bestowed benevolence on me but still by the repeated cravings
of my credit and Portonovo, who are managing how to go to
law with me & by the insufficiency of my pay to satisfy them
therefrom, | am therefore necessitated to venture most humbly
to entreat your highness the generousity of advancing me the
sum of 200 pagoda that | may clear of these my only debis &
lead a tranguil life under you Highness benevolent protection.

{ would have persumed to beg this favour whilst your Highness
had the generousity to assist me in first entering your Highness
servise, but being then overloaded with your Hlghness
benevolence & ignorant myself of the extent of my debts | was
enable to imposeon your Highness humanity. However as the
longstanding debts sormounting with interest & fearfull of my
creditors further proceedings f am confident that your Highness.

Highness will be pleased to bestow on me also this
benevolence & order montly to deduct from my wages whatever
your Highness may please to deem proper till the liquidotion of
this & the former amount which your Highness been pleased
to advance me.

I have the honour submissively to be with due respect.

Thalvanaickpatam, Your Highness,
20th May 1820. Most Humble & Faithfull Servant
Fridricke Heleny.
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Through these letters, it gets confirmed that Manora was
well under the rule of the English, at least in the year 1820 A.D.
Besides, the fort was guarded by an Englishman.

Threshold Mantapa

The threshold door is of a curved shape. This curvature
is characteristic of the neoclassic art style. The threshold
Mantapa appears as if conjoined to this door. in this section of
hull-shaped roof on either side, there are little Mantapas
supported by four twin pillars. The hull roof of this Mantapa, the
wall, the segments of the roof and pillars, all have the sheen of
a conch — with a lime-wash decorative work. The shining
circular pillars are plain without ornamentation. However their
smooth plastering remains quite attractive to the eye.

Art-wise the pillars fall under the category of Greece —
Roman derivation of the lonic and Doric. The compound pillars
(twin piliars) style-wise belong to the European renaissance.
These reveal Tamils’ talent for construction and their artistic
know how, which in a sense is totally non-European, though
semblances persist. The slaked lime of our orthodox
preparation and the sea-chanks and oysters boiled to lime and
the like were used for plastering this Mantapa.

Construction materials of the kind to which brick, lime
and timber belong were taken to the spot on dhoes via sea
from Point Galimere. Modi records (23-15) tell of these things
in great detail. The Thanjavur palace construction engineers
were specially commissioned to build Manora. One Narayana



Manora : Maritime History & Architecture 37

Kothan Pillai permanently stayed in Point Calimere and held
the charge of sending building and plastering materials assisted
by Adiappa Kothan. Modi records speak high of them. In a
section of the fort wall of Manora, on a slab made of cobbled
stones was a piscus shape relieved. This speaks of the Pandya
times, as it was their tradition to have the fish sign shown in
relief. It could be safely construed that many rock stones for
this fort could have been brought from nearby Pandya Country.
Particulary, black granite sculpturesque shapes and
decorations temple- art —specific were utilized with this
fortification.

Upper Terrace

The central tower-hall navel'd in the midst of Manora is
known as ‘upparigar in Tamil. In inscriptions this is referred to
as simply, pillar. The height of this hall niche is 22.3 m. This
nine-tiered tower is hexagon in shape. From the base to the
top, it is six sided all over. On all the six fronts, there are six
lunette windows, one to each side. The smali curvatures in the
outer wall of the first fwo tiers number to thirty on every side. In
the third tier this number drops to twenty-eight, and up above, it
further drops to a constant twenty-two unto the last.

The curved holes from the outer could be seen very
clearly but from within even the keenest observer could be
stone-blind to the exquisite beauty of the perforations; for the
plastering is so smooth and cochineal with a hue of right-whorled
chank. The number of stairs winding through the tiers reduce
by one for every tier up and the upper storyed wall stands on a
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rock cut into decorative zig-zags. The terrace that is raised
with all the wall-work on the top story opens on the space.

Light House

Though Manora was raised as a memorial of Napoleon's
downfall, it was rather famed as a light-house than as a mere
memorial. Fishermen of the place keep telling that this structure
once had light showing on the beating waves. With reference
to this, there is no clear and authentic historic evidence
available.

Gateway

This fort, which like the lotus shape converging into a
sphendone, has two gateways on either side. These gateways
have twice two pillars each. It must be remembered that
gateway piflar construction was integral to alf construction art
practised by the English. Upon this towering pillars a spherical
stone or lime-stone bulk is to be found. Such pillars are to be
seen even in Thanjavur palace.

Generally speaking the Danish commerce group that
came after the Portuguese constructed one fort gateway in
Tharangampadi upon which they placed such spheroidal stones.
The same art form was carried on even during the Maratta
period in a greater scale. On the pathway, near the curving
wall, small little rooms are found. It is certain that these were
safety rooms for warmen to stay and have their storage.
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Manora is a beautifully planned structure; there is no
gainsaying it. This architecture appears to be a confluence of
Ind-Islamic-and Saracenic styles. But the pillars inside the fort
speak for the English Renaissance style. Tamils' technology
and English art form run paraliel in the design of this fort. ltis
worthy of note that high technical falent was available to the
Marattas, while building such grand structures on sandy coasts
before the watery main.

King Serfoji introduced the latest architecture of the west
to the Thanjavur soil. By his efforts for about five and thirty
years Caluvanaickan Pattinam was known to the world as a
significant fort exporting things for which Thanjavur was famous;
And that way, in the history of Tamil Nadu, this port shantey
has its pride of place. it is our duty to preserve this fort in order
to measure the rate of change of history in direct proportion to
the growth of modernism by degrees.
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Fort and Moat

That Manora is a fort which is proved by its moats.
Moat, by definition, denotes a deep trench dug on purpose. By
its utility it can be considered as a border for security. To protect
the inner fort is the moat designed and is named accordingly in
respect of its function, which is not at variance with 1ts
naturalness. Right from Sangam age, moat and fort are
complementary tradition; the former girdling the later, the later
well ensconced within the former. Many names are to be found
in the structure of different functions in fending off the foes. In
architecture literature and in epics like Ramayana and
Mahabharatha and also in the Vedic Age were names in vogue
descriptive of some moat like structure. These great texts of
yore describe the history of the development of such structures
which later came to be known as fort, moat, and fortress
wall.Were one to see the border security structures one might
easily classify them as :

1. water-line of defence,
a border of mountain range,
a border of forest and
a territorial border and
stone-walling and
combination of two or more of this (a mixed
border of defence)

SIS
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From these classifications, it becomes apparent that a
fort can boast of having either natural borders or artificial
borders or both  The borders of defence are known by names
of substances of which they are constituted. The encastlement
of a fort may even be by a concretion of stone, land, forest and
waters. This is 'Misradurga’ at its best; the Tamil word “Aram”
denves from “Aranyam” meaning thick forest.

Mancra castle moat is water-girt; hexagonally
surrounding; and is isocentric with the fort and the tower, six
sided. Similarly with even angles (the symmetry of this hexagen
within hexagon is due to 11/3 radiant turn of an equilateral triangle
upon tiself to form the vertices which the sides connect) The
moat is 12’ wide 10’ deep and 180" long in circumference. Stone-
redrock made, the moat is firmly bunded and neatly dug. As
the whole complex is encompassed in a small area, within
perspective, they are all delightful to look at.

Draw Bridge or Hanging Bridge

Over the moat, on to the central tower structure, there
were two bridges both nearly destroyed; only their vestiges
remain. One of them was the threshold gate bridge and the
other one behind was built to a small scale. The two
entrances on a line were connected by these draw bridges.

Thus fact 1s inferable from the left- over iron railings with
agrafte.

Constructing draw bridges over moats was a time-oid
practice for which we find references in Sangam literature. The
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bridges, so laid, were chiefly wooden and defily levered; mainly
to prevent the foes entering into the fort. Manora draw bridge
is one of Tamil-traditional structure.

At the back of the fort a small door way is found. At
present this remains closed. This might have been once an
emergency exit or a furtive access route for select single
persons strictly for personal use.

The fort's front gate 1s a smaller one; at present ithas a
flag stone-brick walk on either side of which is a semi- circular
concavity or well. As the draw bridge over the years gave
place to the brick walk, so too might the extended moat up to
the main threshold have shrunk to the size of a well of this kind.
As inference proceeds, it is not beyond one’s guessing that
there ought to have been yet another salient drawbridge at this
point; and over years, either for want of mantenance, or of
responsibility, facility and utility, the salient structures might have
dwindled and undergone several changes. It is known from
the reports that Serfoji Il had a master plan to keep the moat
ever full. Like the ‘Jafasutram’formula of Thanjavur, one was in
operation in Manora too. In the palace garden inside the fort, a
well sunk in a grand scale is found; a canal duct connects this
well to the moat’s west with a sliding shutter. This underground
conduit deserves to be examined. Whenever water welled up
it sought level through the canal duct with the moat. When the
well dried up water from a neary tank must have been drawn
out for moat-filing. There is a sluice gate to the East of the
moat to drain into the sea, whenever it was overfull. Such a
well- planned moat denotes the ditch-fence-acumen of the days
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which is worthy of further research. This collocative structure
of duct-moat-bridge is viewed by experts as Anglo-Marattan
milange.

TELUGU INSCRIPTION
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7

Manora-Inscriptions

Stone inscriptions are history-capsules. They help a
great deal to read into the past history and also make
historiography. Having known the importance of this, our
ancestors have left these stone inscriptions for us to peruse.
Serfoji ll did commendable service in making such inscriptions

URDU INSCRIPTION
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relating to his times. Interested in literature, language, fine arts
and other variegated areas,this far-famed king cut into stone
very many things for people of different races and languages
to read and get informed. Some of Serfoji’s inscriptions are
bilingual as Tamil-Maratti; Tamil-English, Maratti-Prussian; some
tri-lingual as Maratti-Tamil-Telugu, Maratti-Tamil-English; some
guadrilingual as Maratti-Tamil-Telugu-Sanskrit; some quinlingual
as Maratti-Tamil-Telugu-English-Urdu. From these can be
inferred that Serfoji was polyglot in temperament. There were
highly informed and experienced scholars in the services of
his royal palace who could inscribe stones, copy cuttings and
do more epigraphy. To have fostered such special services,
King Serfoji's far-sightedness and amity with the English were
greatly responsible. Inside the palace epigraphic editing and
scribing were done by people called "Adlipikaras”. in addition
to scribing on  stones, the king went after copying old
inscriptions as well. 1t was indeed praiseworthy; the king made
simitar inscriptions in Manora fort in five languages. These
inscriptions are marmoreal.

Having built a great tower as a mark of victory in a war
that took place in a distant country, and inscribing the details in
five languages, do reveal king Serfoji's loyalty to the English
and his generous assistance to them. In Manora the
quinguilingual inscriptions prove that then, were people living
there speaking all these different languages. It may be
considered that the inscriptions were cut to celebrate
commercial amity.






)
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This is called ‘'saaliva’. In the Telugu inscription is mentioned
the Dwajachowdam as erected by the king in celebration of his
famed victory on the fall of “Bonaavarte” and to commemorate
the participation of all his allies in extending support to the English
in the year “Salivahana Sakam 1738”. Bonaavarte refers to
Napoleon; (Truly ‘Saaliva’ 1736 was Annus Mirabilis for Serfoji)

The Urdu inscription is so beautifully carved to captivate
every visitor. Thinking that the Tamil-English slabs as writing
boards, some visitors had their names cut on them, causing
damage to these historic evidences. The Maratta slab stone is
much mutilated. In a way the script form was responsible for
its fate.

During the anti-Hindi agitation that took place in Tamil
Nadu, many mistook Maratta for Hindi letters and defiled the
slabs. This is the contention of Tamil scholar S. Raju; yet the
quinquilingual inscriptions of the place are a unique speciality.
Allthe Manora inscriptions are exquisite beyond description. It
is the bounden duty of posterity to protect and preserve these
inscriptions that sing the praise of King Serfoji.
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8

The Defeat of Napoleon 1

Napoleon Bonaparte (A.D. 1789-1820) was a great
French Emperor. He was born to Cario Bonaparte and Letiza
Ramotino of Corsica on 15" August in the year 1769 A.D.. He
was born in Ajaccio; and joined the military school of Brienne
when he was just ten. It is significant that the then King of
France Louis XIV offered a scholarship to this poor Napoleon
to undergo special military training.

In the 1789 A.D. French Revolution, Napoleon took a
keen interest. The critical lustrum in French political scenario
from 1795 to 1799 A.D. gave Napoleon an opportunity to
marshal the French forces. in the year 1796 A.D., he scored a
victory against Austria . The entire northern italy fell to his
power. At this time the Royal French wanted o check the
English influence for it considered the commercial rise of the
English as a great obstacle to the economic growth of France.
it was an era when the English, the French and the Portuguese
were bent on making new commercial zones in the Eastern
and South Eastern countries. Not atypically France, the sworn
nival of the English took efforts to check the English spreading
power. All the war stratagems of Napoleon were motivated by
the one objective of destroying England’s naval supremacy and
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commercial outposts in the East. England considered
Napoleon’s declaration of war as part of a very big scheme,
totally hostile to the prospects of its foreign trade; and they
extremely opposed it. When things were like this Napoleon's
first campaign was on Egypt. A great war took place on the
shores of the Nile in 1798 A.D. between Napoleon and the
English fleet admiral Nelson. In this war Napoleon embraced
defeat. His efforts were in vain and he lost his hold on the
East. A new government came to stay in France on 9,
November 1799, with Napoleon as its first Consul. From 1799
to 1815 , the history of Europe is regarded as the history of
Napoleonic wars.

Maritime trade and Sea War

To destroy the maritime trade of the British, Napoleon
was working with grand plans and Britain could in advance
read this and planned to form a European union. Thus England
increased its naval strength. With expanded projects, its
commerce in the East underwent drastic changes. Very many
new commerical centres started developing. For such efforts
of England, the union countries like Austria, Prussia and Russia
firmly stood by. In 1806 A.D., in Austerlitz, the Austrian troops
were defeated and Russia was defeated in Cinab. The entire
Europe came under the umbrella of Napoleon's power and by
1807 he came to be famed as the great Emperor of France.

Napolfeon’s defeat: Between 1803 A.D. and 1815 A.D.
many were the war events that went on between the French
Republic and the fellow Europeans powers. Historians call this
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period the period of Napoleonic wars. Starting from 1803 A.D.
Napoleonic war efforts, taking help from Spain went on against
Britain supported by Austria, Russia,Sweden and Naples . This
is called in history as the Third Alliance.

Napoleon atternpted to take Britain by launching a sea
war with a fleet of two thousand boats across the English
channel. But it was in vain. He could succeed in severing
many of the countries that were close to Britain and isolating
them. Yet Britain’s commercial links remained intact. Britain’s
all Europeans sea routes further extended. Napoleon pianned
1o destroy ali these routes in toto and to realize this objective
he created a continental system. Napoleon thought that Britain
would ultimately give in, if only its sea trade was put an end to.
Napoleon sent commands that Britain should not exercise its
naval supremacy to entertain any kind of commercial
relationship with any country wheresoever. These commands
were known as Berlin command, Warshaw command, maritime
tax and fontaigne blue command. These commands forced
Britain to induige in clandestine trade links. Napoleon brought

under his controt all the seaports that might possibly help
Britain's clandestine trade.

In 1812 the Moscow war began. Six hundred thousand
French soldiers died. Moscow troops retreated. As it was a
winter war, many thousand soldiers perished miserably.
Encouraged by Napoleon’s reverses in the Moscow war,
England joined hands with Austria, Spain, Russia and Sweden
and launched a war against Napoleon. in 1813 A.D. at Leipzig
Napoleon first suffered a great defeat. Napoleon had to leave
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his throne; lost his fams; was sent to the island of Elba. As a
last effort, in 1814 A.D., with a smalf army Napoleon reared up.
He again courted defeat. In 1815 A.D,, once again, he repeated
it in Watertoo and this was his final battie which he otally lost;
he was taken prisoner and sent to St.Helena to spend his last
days.

Manora Inscription and
Napoleon’s Defeat

The year indicated in Manora inscription is 1814 A.D.,
in which it is stated that Serfoji Il, the Maratta King had built this
upper terraced tower to honour the English victory and
reminisce Napoleon's defeat. The war referred to in this
inscription is 1813 A.D. Leipzig war episode, which was the
place of his first ever defeat and by which he lost his throne.
English victory in this war paved the way for their boom in sea
trade, and a depression in France.

Significant were the proceedings of Napoleon and the
English propaganda against him, which made the news of the
day; and for these reasons, Serfoji out of his love for the English
and involvement in sea commerce and ship building built a fort
for his sea fleet, at Caluvanaickan Pattinam incidentally
commernorative of Napoleon's lost war at Leipzig. itis profitable
to know the historic background of Manora and get to know
more than what meets the eye.
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9

Caluvanaickan Pattinam Fort

it is not intended in this chapter to describe in great
detail the growth of ancient port towns and sea routes controlied
by the rulers of Tamil Land. Yet a brief statement on some ancient
port towns is well in order to indicate the excellence of Tamil
Nadu and its sea commerce.

Kayalpattinam was once a famed port of Pandya Kings
once upon a time. In the 13" Century Marco Polo had come to
visit this port; in his notes he mentioned that Arabian horses
were imported here, Another historic document recounts the
Chinese visit to this place.

Korkai port was one more of similar category. From
here were exported pearls, gems and other fragrant unguents
of the Orient. Records by foreigners and literatures in Tamit
belonging to this period throw light on this.

The eroded Periyapattinam was situated near
Mandapam. Here were found chip spalls of old China during
excavations conducted by the department of Archa eology of
Tamil University. The authors of this book were reafly fortunate

to have had an opportunity to examine this evidence eye to
eye.
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The port at Alagankulam was one among the many that
were lostto sea. On disinterring the sea bed past the shallows,
chank bangles and Roman clay vessels were found in
abundance. Many were the tourists from different [ands to this
port which was in its hey day during Second Century A.D,

Nagapattinam alias ‘nigama’ was an antique port of
Chola period. Marco Polo had called this “buttor”. Ptolemy
had named it ‘Nigama’; and in a diary of a Chinese visitor it was
noted as ‘Nagavadana’. History informs that this port had been
under the successive and simultaneous control of Portuguese
Dutch and the English by turns of circumstance. It is very
much inferable that this port city of Nagapattinam once had
Chinese connections; and here was built a Buddha Vihara and
propitiated. And this news preserved documentarily as a salient
part of Tamil History. in 1867 A.D. news about this Buddha
Vihara was found recorded in the Christian registers. The
adjoining Nagore and Karaikkal portions had similar connections
and commerce.17" and 18" century records attest these facts.
One more port of no mean historic significance adjacent to this
was Tharangampadi. Given to the control of the Dutch, here
appeared a Dutch fort and a settlement. Because of European
withdrawal and change of power, the commercial importance
of this place altered and many buildings thereafter il-maintained,
got ruined. Some were renovated and are being kept as historic
colonial monuments to this day.

Caveripoompattinam known as Poompuhar was a mile-
stone n the history of Tamils. If one were to harangue on Tamil
culture, history, victory and opulence, hardly can he ignore

Ma-8
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Caveripoompattinam. it was indeed the axis of a culture around
which the history of the Tamils was in rotation. Cilappathikaram
has a lot to sing in detail the glory and pienitude of this place.
Many were the news items relating how and where export and
import took place, and how the people had the things from the
shippage stored up and how scattered lay gems and all on the
sands of Poompuhar etc. Sangam lietrature has references io
prove how pronounced the importance of this port was during
the 3 and 2™ centuries before Christ.

In the Tamil History numerous were the ports to boast
of; to harbour the vessels from all over the worlcd; to develop
commerce and in a swing these very ports helped Tamils to
seafare and settle elsewhere in different parts of South East
Asian countries. Tamil art and culture dispersed to different
parts of the globe spreading its branches like the piaited fieus
tree and taking roots like laurel. This greatness is still to be
seen in the catenating history of the Tamils, which passed the
Maratta petiod too. Manora fort finds its due place in the outline
of this history. For it was not merely a port city place- wise, but
also had a dockyard nearly. Archives prove the point. After
the advent of 'Yavanas’(probably lonians) and ‘Sonakas’ the

ship building docks and sea commercial links had had a fresh
face- lift.

Port City

Meodi records reveal that in the Sethubavachatram and
its outskirts, which was part of Manora and the famous
Caluvanaickan pattinam, were built dwellings and mansions
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for English occupation. A servant by Uramithkhan was sentto
serve in Caluvanaickanpattinam (Modi 16-59) to reconstruct
and furnish a house for John Father and put up a ‘pandal’for 70
spans, some three hundred bamboos, 8000 palm thatches and
two hundred mats were sent {Modi 11-188) this place. Two
letters submitted by the guard of Manora to the King of Thanjavur
requesting him to make provisions for the supply of the above
materials clearly prove that the English were given all the
assistance when sought.

The English settlement of Sethubhavachatram close to
Caluvanaickanpattinam was virtually a part and an extension
of the port city. Guest houses had been built by Serfoji to host
the English. As Sethubhavachatram, geographically, happens
to be the cape of the port many ships could easily quay in and
out. Ruins of buildings under vestigial remains confirm this
conjecture.

The Ships Owned by the Maratta Kingdom

In Thanjavur Maratta period Nagappattinam and
Caluvanaickan pattinam alike attained fame. Sri Lankan
archives tell that ships from Nagapattinam sailed to foreign iands
and Modi reveals that much timber from Sri Lanka was unloaded
at these ports. It is thereby confirmed that the ships of the
Maratta Palace were put to sea during this period.
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Brahadeeswara

Of the well known ships of Serfoji ll, one was
Brahadeeswara. Knowing the greatness of the Big Temple, the
King had named the ship in all piety, for all Marattas loved the
Tamils and the Thanjavur temple. It was indubitable that the

intention of the Maratta King was to make the world know of
Lord Brahadeeswara

Prasad

Another reputed ship of this period was Prasad, not as
big as Brahadeeswara. Hitherto, the names of these two ships
alone are found in references, but besides there ought to have
been boats, dhoes, yachts and firemes big and small. Modi
reveal that the water way like Cauvery and Kollidam were
utilized for inland transport.

Iniand Transport

Boat transport was at its peak during Serfoji II's rule.
From Point Calimere and from lower Anicut boats were plied to
Thiruvaiyaru; from Nagappattinam to Thanjavui and in the
Kollidam waterway there were regular boat services 1o
Tirumazhapadi. Likewise there were river roots to
Vaithyanathanpettai and another that passed Koviladi. In Maratta
rule there were boat houses, like Thiruvaiyaru boat house,
Vennar launch, Point Calimere launch and another at Lower
Anicut. These were of a very special kind. From Point Calimere
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to Caluvanaickan Pattinam, there was a liner service.
Caluvanayakkanpattinam was upgraded into a ship building
dockyard from a mere boat terminal.

Even at Thiruvaiyaru, some little siffs, skulls and
wherries and punts were built; and outriggers too: Portage was
subject to a levy. Small sea boats were in Nagore pandar and
Thirumallaivasal (Modi 1777, 85, 35; 8) To go to Chennaipattinam
from any of these places, there was a regular liner service.
Maister Tornwall Samarian, an Englishman came once to
Thanjavur port and went back to Chennai using the liner. This
news is cited in Modi reference. Kayaks and Canoes were
available for hire. For inland transport skiffs and punts were
largely used. Modi also reports that people had great difficulty
in those days in crossing rivers. To remove this difficulty the
Maratta Kings contemplated building bridges.

Ship-Building

Caluvanaickan Pattinam was the fittest location to buiild
small scale snugs and ketches and commission them.
However, Punts, randans, ferries viremes and long-ships were
also built. When Serfoji went to Calcutta, he inspected the grand
ship building yard there. He procured books written on ship-
buitding technology and wind-jammer technology. He kept these
books for reference in one of the halls in Manora. It was Serfoji's
unique capacity to have all the expert readings on cabotage
and maritime ships collected and kept it in a library. Dock-
workers and caulking oakum specialists were pressed into
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service at this ship building yard. A regular sea farer was there
to council during the ship building operations. He lived in a
bungalow at Sethubhavachatram. He is referred to in the Modi
as “Nameanuka Sevakam Parkinraras Kovindappa Naickant’.
The name ‘Nameanuka’'in Marathi meant guide or Co-traveller.
Another by name ‘Umarsa’ found in the same Modi record must
also have been an expert in ship building technology. In the
city of Caluvanaickan Pattinam many iron smiths timber
workers and carpentry lived.

To building ships all necessary things fike iron anchor
cable and Killick and hawse and other crown-like items were
all available or manufactured. In the vast sandy front of Manora
are to be found small scraps of iron and files lying scattered.
There ought to have been probably a hard ware shop. Timber
should have been brought from point Calimere and Sri Lanka.
To build ships, they used Alexandrian laurel trees (Mode 1822:2-
102; 1822:10-74)

These reports of Modi tell us that a big ship-work had
been going on. From a note of 1926 (1 826:4-436) is to be learnt
that at Caluvanaickan port there were special ships for the
palace people and that by 1826, there was frequent ship-
portage in this area. In another note is given the fact that the
English who arrived at Caluvanaickan Pattinam had seen a
ship and even Wwanted to take it for their use on a rental basis.
This note is dated 2gn Jan 1838. Also known from this note is

the fact that before leaving the port every time they had killed @
cock as a sacrificial offering,
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Sea Battle

In the Modi note of 1773 A.D., the following piece of
information is found “An Athirampattinam merchant with a ship
load of rice went to Colombo and on his return brought Areca.
The wind-jammer failed and sails gave in.The ship struggled.
Ramnad Taluk Officer sent four gunmen and beat the crew bos’n
and tried to lift the areca. Without letting it all, we have safely
stored the ship goods in Sambumahadevipattinam Gunmen from
Ramnad fort are also with us; the crew captain is in custody.
Kumbiny Gunmen with their canon balls to capture the farm
lord by force have made an appeal to Ramnad authorities”
(177:147-149)

This news reveals that there was commerce between
Colombo and Athirampattinam and Areca was an import item;
besides it would be known that there were signs of hostilities
between Ramnad rule and Thanjavur regime. In another Modi
report there is news about the capture of a ship sent to the
Maratta King of Thanjavur.

e from Nagapattinam an order of a shippage and
tax that is due from Beshkesh to Maharaja was sent. This ship
was seajacked near Sarahat close to Ramnad frontier; A
Ramnadian had snatched the order, knowing full well that it
was addressed fo the King. The King, angrv over this incident
sent his troops over Ramnad and took the fort; and then, Tulaja
with a far-sighted plan gave the fort back to Ramnad King but
made the King reimburse all the expenses incurred by his troops.
With the ransom amount and weaith so collected, he returned
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to Thanjavur and had his daughter married off forthwith to
Kattikara spending a lot (K.M. Venkatramiah 1987:131)

By this news it becomes evident that there were sea
wars over frantier issue between the Kings of Ramnad and
Thanjavur. For the same reasons perhaps the Chaluvanaickan
fort was upgraded with fortification. Thus the port should have
been active for free portage, along Adirampattinam and Point
Calimere routes without any hurdle,

“Safar” Going

The word ‘Safar is from Urdu. Safar means one who
pilots; one who is a conductor. Safar-going pertains to the risky
service of searching seamanship. In a Modi note is this news
got: “To Colombo and Jaffna orders were issued to go on ‘safar
using dhoes” .Another piece of news: Palaya troops, chank-
takers were asked to go on ‘safar’. No one was ready. Only
two agreed and went; for about three years, they were given a
pittance for that”. it is deducible from all this that there were
people who took the risk of ‘safar’ going and inspecting the sea.

Chank-taking

“Chank-takers” — This phrase implies the industry of
taking chanks. The takers were given a wage of 12 chakras
and five ‘panas’ for every thousand chanks; Some other agents
oifered 14 chakras; one Adam Muthudurai sent a petition to the
Sarkar in 1780 A.D. appealing that the government must also
offer 14 chakras for the chank-takers. (Modi 1780-3-164:7-539).
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There is news about pearl picking and argosy like ships
to carry them. These prove that in Maratta period, thete was
pearl gathering too. To Colpena and Malacca ports unpricked
ayster pearls were exported (1801.2-120, 121) Malacca isle
was due east of Sumatra but west of Malay peninsula. To these
ports a shipment of 15 “Thookus” of oysters from Nagore port
was sent by one Swaminatha Chettiar . In another ship
belonging to one Shaik Maya Ranganatha about 5 “Thookus”
of oysters were sent, worth 3344 Y varagan; 5% of which was
the shipment charge.

Inspecting the shipdock at Calcutta

in 1821 A.D. Serfoji Il went to Kasi on pilgrimage. It
was a great landmark; for it foresaw many prospective changes
in the Caluva Naickan port structure. On the 5" March 1821
A.D. the King inspected the dock at Calcutta. The futtock-pit
where the ship stood ,the draught on which its hull was seated
correct to the length and breadth of its strakes, the stevedore
flights, the anchor, Ganga on the west and several shutters
blocking the river waters (dykes) and pipes to drain the wells —-
all these were seen by King Serfoji.

After the building was completed, th2 Ganga river was
allowed to flood in and the ship could be safely launched into
the main water way (K.M. Venkataramiah 1984:392). Thus he
had written what he saw there in a letter dated 25-7-1821.
(1821,5-151,152)

Ma-9
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Having seen it all, learning the importance of their ship
- building expertise, King Serfoji It appointed an Englishman
who was a talented ship engineer on a pay of Rs.180/= (probable
time in history when the new currency was introduced). This
Englishman from Cajcutta was later sent to Caluvanaickan port.
To assist him a team of talented workers fram the Public Works
Department of Thanjavur palace was sent. Carpenters and
smiths also found their place in this team. (1821;563)

In A.D. 1822, a large scale ship buiiding operation must
have taken place at this port. We are not given to know the
exact number of ships owned by the Maratta kings. Because
of this lacunae in statistics, it is also impossible to know the
number of ships commissioned immediately before King
Serfoji’'s period. But the ship squabble that took place in A.D.
1771 involving the King of Ramnad facilitates our guessing that
during the rule of King Tulaja, there must have been small scale
ships, boats and catamarans.

There is a note available to this effect telling us that a
windjammer sail ship can accommodats an export cargo of 46
‘Karist/. Words like karasai, karisi, karisai and karisu all these
denote a certain unit of measure, so says scholar V.
Chokkalingam. A ‘'Karasai'is equal to 200 Parai or 400 bushels;
roughly equal to 16 gunnies. If 16 gunnies make one ‘Karisu’
46 amount to 736 gunnies. Thus it comes to be understood
that in those days a sailship could easily take 736 gunnies.

One could imagine the quantity of goods that these ships could
have brought back from other lands.
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Ship Permit

During Maratta’s rule the English power increased. For
the ships plying onr maritime trade permits were issued. These
permits were called “Uroo” or “Uroopasu’”. “with the pass | have
secured from Chennaipattinam government in “Uroo”. This
phrase indicates that permits were given in the form of passes
for ships and these were issued from Chennaipattinam .

Foreign Relation

Coromandel coast had all the requisites to promote ship
transport. During the rule of Marattas ships from Caluvanaickan
Pattinam and Nagappattinam sailed to the isles of Salmon,
Colpena, Malacca etal. A note reading “taking the windjammer
we would sail upto Salmon islands and surrounding pelagoes”
proves that people of those days have sailed past even
peninsular Sumitra, Malay. Salmon islands are close to Austrafia,
more than 6500 miles away. In those days that the ships of the
Tamils had gone very near Australia proves their praiseworthy
sea-faring. The ancientness of this commercial connection is
also indicated by the Dravidian relics to be seen in countries
like China, indonesia, Australia, Japan and New Zealand.

Ship-rental Contract

In Sivaji II’'s rule, there was made a seven year ship
rental contract with one James. Modi reports show a number
of suits filed for and against, between the king of Thanjavur and
James Ross. This rental agreement written on the 16" of July
1838 A.D. was historically significant. As per this agreement,
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the rental amount for “Brahadeeswar, Prasad” was Rs.6000/=
per annum; amount for repair work was Rs.400 per annum which
couild be deducted from the rent. So the net rent collected was
Rs.5600/= Every year on 17" June, the amount should be
paid to the government either in kind or cash or both. The kind
included things brought from Salmon isles. 1f the repair work
cost mare than Bs.1200, a certificate to that effect should be
sent with the signature of a qualified witness on grounds of
which the expenditure would be deducted against the rent.
Besides unexpected loss due to wreckage should be borne by
the owner of the ship. in one such record three men of
Nagappattinam have signed as witnesses.

Between Ross and the King ot Thanjavur, many
disputes arose over this rental agreement. Records dated 4-
1-1842 A.D. show these. in 1836 A.D., James Ross took the
ship “Venkita Reddy” of one Meister Peten and in 1837 A.D., a
Dowlad Prasad of Pala Nagar King on rental basis. Documents
showing the above information had a starmnp value of Rs.16/=
and bore the seal “Pokkisham” on either fop corner of the first
page, superscribed “Ship Rental Agreement”. In the seals found
in this document Tamil, Telugu and English were used. 1t is
evident from these records that around the year 1842 A.D., the
ships of Thanjavur kings could either have been sold out or
worn out. However history has not recorded the fate of king's
ships. Yet after 1777 A.D,, Caluvanaickan Pattinam port
became a great feature because of Maratta rule. Curing Serfoji
i's rule, the port was renovated, thereafter its growth was on
the wane. So from 1777 A.D.to 1855 A.D., Caluvanaickan pott
remained glorious all thraugh, histotically speaking.
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GEOMORPHOLOGICAL MAP OF
MANORA PORT
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10

The Geomorphology and
Eco-surrounds of
Caluvanaickan Shantey

Oceanology and coastal geomorphology help us to
understand the natural history of Caluvanaickan Pattinam. The
history relating to the tradition of fishing and sea commerce is
closely associated with the history of coastal geomorphology.
The fish richness of the sea and its usability as a sea route, the
natural coastal structure ~ all these contribute to its navigability.
To kriow how this naturalness of place has been conducive to
fishing, sea commerce, the port of Manora and
Sethubavachatram and Raja madam, and Caluvanaickan
Pattinam sea coast related ideas do help a lot. They also heip
us understand more about the environment and eco-surrounds.

1f one could know by what means did changes occur
on the Manora coast, one could predict what changes possibly
might take place in the present coastal region henceforward.

The coastal sands are easy to be seen for any one to
study the changes that are taking place everyday. Sea waves
and streams and very many paludous regions and continuous
sequencing of waves have created different kinds of coastal
outline. Manora famed Caluvanaickan Pattinam stands as the
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focus of a semicircle. In the coastal strips that extend from
Point Calimere to Devipattinam, the changes that have occurred
through chiliad of years are well writ. By measuring these
changes, it is possible to know how sea brine can change the
coast line and how the velocity of these waves could erode
things wholly or partially. From quaternary to date the
geomorphologic changes that have occurred are quite visible
in this strip. !t is also understandable that the whole coast line
from Nagappattinam down to Athirampattinam, Point Calimere,
Caluvanaickan Pattinam , Sethubhava Chatthiram, Tondi and
Devi Pattinam was full of resources  for the Tamils’ maritime
trade and fishing. This strip ranges from 10 degrees and 15
north correspondent with 79 degrees 30’ east to 79 degrees
55' east correspondent with 9 degrees 30’ north. Between these
latitudes and longitudes a coastal area of 850 square kilometres
lie enclosed. The changes that occurred in this region are learnt
from the atlas, satellite mapping and aerial photos of the place.
The synthesized geomorphologic map offers guidance to know
the coast line function of Caluvanaickan Pattinam. The
isocontour lines of the place slope towards the sea. The surface
geography shows a wavy layeredness.

To the inland regions through land and waterways
transports had taken place and these inland transports were
preliminary for developing the sea commerce of the times. The
rivers of the region that entered the sea were also at times
back water ways. Because of the paludinal rise in water and
consequently rise in the streams the continuous coastal
geography has got serrated in different places. Because of
this undertoe, several dune-like promontories are seen here.
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From Caluvanaickan Pattinam to Nagappattinam the average
shore width is between 100 and 120 meters. Betweenthe long
corridors of coast lie stretched bores, back swamps, and
primeval podsols and plains of ancient marshy catchments.
All these were natural occurrences in the Caluvanaickan
Pattinam and Raja madam regions. There are to be seen clayey
spumes and firths.

On a survey of the shallows and the benthos of this
region, it could be conjectured that there ought to have been
the ancient coastal ridge. Particularly in the Raja madam
portion, on its south and south eastern region, there are many
sand cays. They look hook-like; such cays are also to be seen
to the east of Point Calimere in cuspid form. But to the south of
Muthupettai and the eastern woods of Serthalai, there are
growing sand cays. The total structure of this region make for
the central sand dunes of Point Calimere. In Raja madam
Manora regions, retarded cuspid land fronts are seen. These
are akin to immature sand dunes. They are seen also on the
littoral estuaries of rivers like Vettar, Vennar, Uppanar, Arasalar,
Thirumalairajan, Pamini, Vellar, and Agniar. The sand dunes
are parabolic in some places and longitudinal - transverse in
other places. These might be thought of the as the late forms
of the palaeo channels.

Because of the changes that oceur in the sea level
frequent transgression and regressions might have occurred.
These macro changes are shown in coastal long firths-corridors
and paludinal eyots. Such happenings must have taken place
during interglacial or later quarternary period, i.e., some 125
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thousand years ago. On this basis it is surmised that the
regression of sea here was of a halocenic period some six
thousand years ago.

Ancient paludinal swamps, and eyots were peak
resultants of central halocenic sea- ingression. Sea-
promontories of the coast are recent and must have formed
close to halocenic period's sea-regression. But eyots, holms,
saline swamp bores and growing dunes and other cays indicate
the current sea’s erosivity and impact. The proneness for sea
to make inlets has started roughly in 200-225 A.D. and has
been on till date. Because of such changes in sea level parts
of Vedaranyam and Athirampattinam might have got submerged.
This submerging on a geclogical time scale is the main reason
for new coastal lines to develop.

When we see the coastal geomorphology of
Caluvanaickan Pattinam beach, beach ridges, swales and tidal
flats, mud flats. paleotidal flats, paleo lagoons, sand dunes,
cheniers sand spits, salt pans alluvial plain, salt swamps and
many such structures of terrain are seen. Amid these in the
Raja madam region new swamp plains are in the making.

Manalmelkudi is subjected to a very great possible
alteration. As the river courses changed the coastal sand dunes
started appearing differently. [n the sandy parts of Point
Calimere and Sethubava Chattiram because of paludus and
splits coastal regions do not have continuous even measures.
'Butin Caluvanaickan Pattinam, particularly frem Manora onward
upto Sethubava Chattiram, the sandy marina is fairly wider.

Ma-10
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Using this strip of coast a tourist spot can be envisaged and
developed. 1t is also possible to dry up the briny deeps and
paludus of this region. So in the days to come, this part can
find a place in the 1.T.D.C. map, because sand dunes stretch
from Devipattinam via Manalmelkudi, Kattumavadi upto Manora
fort, in the rivers estuarine firth, because of the conflict that
goes on between the river eagre and the sea waves, the
formation of clay is not likely. It is faitly prevalent in almost all
the estuaries.

Geographically speaking, beach is a temporary or short
time formation of main-spume. According to the nature of sea
fauna and flora, the structure of the sea coast become
acknowledgeable. The coastal sands are so grained because
of sea waves, sea winds and sea streams both neap and ebb.
in the Manora sea coast the coastal region is one of rough rise
and swell of sea tides. The tidal sell is of the order of 20 to 30
meters in Manora region. But in places like Ammanichatram
and Kattumavadi these are slightly broader. Beach ridges and
infand access corridors are also to be seen in the Manora region.
These also take after sea-holms and cays. The appearance of
ridges big and small is a constant feature from days of yore.
These are because of the waves’ diadic functions and sea
breeze and these simply print the natural eco-occurences upon
the coast. The beach ridges of Caluvanaickan Pattinam are
slightly off the coast line. The height of the ridges are scaled to
the rise of tides. But certain changes occur according to wind
directions anabatic and catabatic, and according to the place

of their occurrence. Yet all these ridges appear to be fairly
straight in shape.
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The differences in these ridges, the natural location, the
tidal nature and miasma— all these are constituted according
to the eco-surrounds. These are to be specially seen in the
alluvial beds of Cauvery and Vaigai. From Manalmelkudi down
to Manora tall sequences of beach ridges are seen. Upon
these ridges, several sea side settlements and villages are
created. Of them Kottaipattinam, Tirupalakudi Tondi, Meemisal,
Kattumavudi and Sethubava Chattiram are important.

Manora seashore is situated in the midst of beautiful
nature-rich surroundings. With a scientific approach and
methodology this shore line can be transformed. Itis our primary
duty to achieve this transformation. Boat transport and
museum and such tourist attractions can be developed in this
region. There is no doubt that this shore region would invite
both foreigners and inlanders as an alluring tourist spot in the
days to come.

Napoleon’s Tomb in the Hotel des Invalides, Paris.
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Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

James Rop.
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AN APPEAL

Moanuscnipts on palmteaf or paper of the ancient works of the
wise men of the past, are the great treasure, solely inberited by the
Nation and it is the moral obligation of persons who possess them to
preserve them safely for the future generations of mankind.

- Probably you have some of these in your possession or you know
friends or neighbours who possess thern. You can make 2 great contri-
butian to the canse of the preservation not only of our natonal culture
but also 10 the culture of Humanity as a whole by arranging to present
such manuscripts to the famous T.M.S.8. M Library, Thanjavur.

The Manuscripts so presented will be accepted and acknowledged
with pleasure and gratitude by the authorsties of the Library, preserved
with meticulous care and made available to successive generations of
readers and scholars for study and research. The hitherto unpublished
works found among them will be printed and published in duc course,
as facilities occur, with the expression of the Library’s gratitude for
your gift.

The great scholar King of Tanjore, Rajah Serfoji, has attained
immortal fame by dedicating enormous time and wealth to the expan-
sion and firm establishment of this world famous ‘Sasrasvati Mahal’.
It is open to you to share the honour of Serfofi, in your own measure by
contributing your manuscripts to the great institution built by him,

This great Honowr is beckoning o you to accept it. Wall you
hasten to take itup? The Library waits for your answer.

District Collector and Director,
Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur.

E-mail g tnj_sarsvath@sancharnet.in
Web : www,.sarasvatimahal.com
{046312) 334167 |
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