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PREFACE.

Palni, the most popular of hill shrines in South India
needs no introduction to the votary of Muyruga. The
presiding Lord as Sri Dandayuthapani Swami on the Hill is
a personal God to every Hindu, high or low, Saivite or
Vaishnavite, irrespective of sectional differences and age,
and, to every man, woman and child. Be it however so ;
the Temple as it “deserves to be better known and more
widely understood ”’ for its ever growing influence, and the
Lord’s Grace in ever enlarging sbundance, an attempt is
herein made to give on outline of its interest in the
present monograph.

The beginnings of this holy fane is lost in hoary
antiquity as being the work of a great Siddha St. Bogar;
the authorship of this hill edifice however ascribed to o
Chera of the Kerala land, the later Pandyass, the Nayaks
of the 17th and 18th centuries, and the local chieftains
also contributing their Further extensions and renovations
From time to time,

This little monograph is sent out on the assurance
that it will be received with the same warmth as my other
ventures: ‘¢ The Great Tt’))l//]r‘ ot T(IN_}U)L’” and the
other studies on the temples in the Chola country,

To S Dewan Bshadur T. M, Narayanaswami Pillaj,
President, Hindu Religious Endowments Board, Madras,
[ am indebted for kind permission to publish this monograph ;
the Publicity Officer, S 1 Ry, Co, Ltd, for the
use of certain valuable illustrations; and my Printers,
Messrs. Gordon & Co., Ltd, whose uniferm courtesy has
been inestimable to complete the work,
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Ground Plan of

Sri Dandayuthapaniswami Temple, Palai Hif
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1. Main Shrine,

2. Maha-Mantapa.

3, Cluona Kumarar Shrine,
4, Shanmukhar Shrine,

& Palli-ara {the 8acred

Cough),
6. Temple Office.

7, Para-Vel-Mantapa,
3. Neeralip-paththi
9, Toner Prakara,

10 Sivaloganathu Fswarar
Shrine,

11. Chandeswarar Shrine,

12 Roya-goputam,

13, Madappall i {Kitohen),

14, Kayakkar Mantapa.

13. Subramania Vinayakar
Shrine,

§ Vallabha Vinayakar

—

Shrine,

T Eloctric Clock and
Bell-Tower,
Yuga-Saly

=

- Water-Tank for 1)) Stops,

Ground drea op the Hill-
24¢ 6 ots,

Area of the Hijl-g8 0. 30 otg,
Height of the 1y} about 430 ft,
Number of Steps 639,



""The whole Universe 1s the presence
of Para-brahma (the Supreme Spint),
yet there are places on earth where
He especially manifests himself, even as
the pervading soul dwells and energises

in a visible and circumscribed body,
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Palni: The Sacred Hill of Muruga.

Tee Parxt Hiun charmingly nestles amidst a
group of ranges of the name, forming an off-shoot of the
Western-Ghats. Five miles off to the north are the
Varahagiri and the Kodaikanal ranges, and, looking across
these are the mouths of two other large valleysin the;
Palnis and the bold cliffs which separate them. Framing:
the eastern side of this beautiful prospect, and on the.
edge of a vast expanse of water, the Vyavipuri lake, rises
the Palni Hill, 450 feet high ; the top of which is crowned
by the famous temple to Muruga* -in His form of
Sri Dandayudhapani Swami. : -

TrE PALNT Towy which lies spread at the foot of
the Hill is 1068 feet above the sea-level, and she is a fast-
growing one. The name of the town is said’ to be after
the endearing term ‘ Pazham Nee ' (pw #)* as expressed
by Siva and Parvati, the divine parents to Murnga

* Vide: * Tiru.Murugarrup-padai '—° a Guide to the Holy Muruga ' in the
Appendices.
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2 PALNI: THE SACRED HILL OF MURUGA

according to the local legend.! It is also said to bea
transformed form of its older name ¢ Pothini’ (Qur@ef)?
the capital of one of its ancient Velir Chiefs, Geverrais
Q@uruorar Lger ; andlater still formed part of Vyhavur
of the Kongu Mandala-the chera country.

Palni had been till its acquisition by conquest from
Mysore and ceded to the British Fast India Company in
1799, the Ca,%ital of an extensive Estate of the same name,
and one of the 26 Palaiyams included in the Dindigul
province. Palni‘is now a famous pilgrim centre of ‘the
South, and s Mtnicipality since 1886, grown with the
popularity of the Hill Temple, and hés a population of
about 24,709, It is also the Taluk head-quarters with
8 Tahsildar, s District Munsiff's Court, a Government
Hospital, a Municipal High School, the several other
Government Offices and & District Board Traveller's
Bungalow. The town and ‘the Adivaram are spotted
besides with Chattrams or rest houses founded by the differ-
ent communities and individuals for their special con-
veniences, and which are also available the whole year
round for the pilgrims. Palni is centrally situated to the
district head-quarters of Madura, Trichinopoly and
Coimbatore ; and 36 miles from Dindigul on the South-
Indian-Railway main line. A branch line from here opened
in 1928 connects Palni; Pollachi, Palghat and Podanuz;
The Hill and the Adivaram, with the Tiru-avi-nan-kudi
temple forms a distinet unit, and a little removed from ib

}The Puranio sccount is that at Mt, Kailas Siva offered a pomegranate
fruit to whoever of his two sons, Muruga and Ganesa could go round the world
the quicker. Muruga mounted his Peacock and set off at a great pace, but
Ganesa whose portly figure handioapped him in such a contest took thought
and walked slowly round his parcnts and cleimed that as they were the
Universe itself he would by 50 doing came round the world and won:the prize,
Siva admitted this reasoning and bestowed on Ganess the pomegranate,
Muruga completed the journey, and was wrath to find that the fruit has
already been won. He left Kailas, and be-took himself southwards, It ig
said Siva and Parvati, the mother attempted to endear him by saying
‘Pazham Nee’ ‘*thou art thyself the fruit of all wisdom and knowledge

Muruga was not appeascd, it is related, graced as he was at Tiru-avi-ngnkudi,
and later moved to the shrine on the Hill itself.

2% pppoaioy BedGsr Qeu®le erral
Ourer gyen . Qa@rars Curaf '— Hewn g r—61,
“ Gaent of dQar wrafies arly. feau. 28, 198,
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Agni-nakshatram devotees thronging the hill-steps,

Courtesy, S.LRy. Publicity.)



PAENE: THE SAGRED HILE OF MURDGA 3

the town proper is extending on her eastern and nerthern
dimits. ‘ 4
THE GIRI-VEEDHI around the Palni Hill, is a sandy
road of about a mile, electrie lit, and adorned at the
four directions with four mantapas, containing large stone
images of the Peacock, the favourite vahanam of Murugs,
wlso many Samadhss and smaller shrines fo Vinayaka
and others and many mandanavanas. Proceeding a few
,h\mdred yards, there is to the right a small temple to
‘the village Groddess Sri Alaganachiamman with a small
nandanavane attached, to it The road is pleasant
‘with vegetation all “around, and the Tdumban Hill,
and a small lake nearby. A little further away are a num-
ber of ashramas, in the Nandan-tope and others; and the
Devastanam Power House for generating Rlectricity for
the hill and giri-veedhi lighting. The Lghting has sinee
been changed over to the municipal Pykara System. The
giri-pradakshing is considered holy, and particularly in
the early hours of Agni-nakshatram—tha fortnight late in
Chitrai and early in Varkasi—in the month of May. This
1s sought after by scores of thousands as an act of pious
duty and fervent devotion. It is considered the fragrance
of the then blossoming medicinal herbs and of the
Kadamba growing on the hill-side acts like an elixir of life
to the pedestrians in those breezy mornings, apart from
its devotional import.
The sacred river is the Shanmukha-nadiii—the stream
of the six-faced, and she is about two miles away and appro-
:ached apart in two places. Its six tributaries: the Palar,
Varadama-nadhi or Varaththar, Porundalar, Suruliar,
Kallar and Pachaiar combine to form it. It is considered
'an essentisl of worship to have a bath in the river
‘before going up the hill. There are at the bathing-ghat
two small shrines to Sri Vinayaka, Sri Kailasanathar, the
Nava-graha and Dakshina-murtit It 1s from here, and
! 8ri Sundara Vinayakar and Sri Kailasanathar shrines were founded hy
the late V. 8. Sami Chettiar of Palni, 8ri Shanmuga Vinayakar by the Nagara-
thars; the Nava-grahas by Nachimuthu, Marimuthu Velar of Palni; and
of Dokshinamurti by a Sourashtra M. P. Rengayyar. The figures of the

six-Blephant headed Shanmuga-Vinayaks and of Pulippani riding a Tiger, are
. worthy of being noticed at this spot.




4 PALNI; THE SACRED HILL OF MURUGA

the Sara-vanap-poigar, the Kavads offerings are taken up
the hill. The abisheka-tirtha for the deiby Sri Dandayudha-
pani is brought from one of the above streams, the
Varaththar, a mile and half South of the hill. The Stala
-vituksha is the Kadamba tree (Rugenia racemosa)—
the flower of which is a favourite with Muruga—and the
trees form an avenue on the southern-Giri-Veedhi with a
nandanavana.

THE STALA-PURANA gives the origin of this hill
and its companion of a lesser eminence called the

Jdymban-Malai, as having been brought.Zhither -from
Mt. Kailas.

Agastys, went ko Kailag to worship Siva, and, He bestowed these
Siva-giri and Sakti-giri (hills) to the sage to be taken to Podikai, his mountain
sbode. Agastya commissioned Idumban, his disciple and preceptor of the-
asuras to bring them, To enable Idumban to carry them with ease, the sage:
Jinitiated him in certain mantras, acquainting him also with the route, He bore
them slung across on his shoulders in the form of a Kavadi one on either side
using the Dhanda of Brahma as the rod and the snakes of the earth as the TODG
10 tie them, and turned towords the Podikai hall. While nearing the forest on
the present site he folt fatigued and laid them on the ground to rest. A while
after, on attempting to lift them to proceed on his task, be found them fixed to
thespot. To know the reason there-of he got over the higher Sivagiri, and on
it noticed & youth with a baton-staff in hand and wearing only a Kaupeen.
under-wear, Ho was no other than Muruga, in this disguised form! On
being questioned as to why the hills would nat move, the youth claimed them
as His. Aunaltercation between them resulted in Idumban {alling life.less at
His feet. Agastya was instantly on tho scene, as also Idumbi the wife of the
fallen asura who both appealed to Muruga for meroy. Idumban was restored
%o life and to His grace. Idumban’s prayer to Muruga that he might be allow-
ed to stand ever at His portal as the warder-of-the-gato {dwarapala), and, also
that who-over offered vows with the Kavads (the method

f ; adopted by him in
bringiag these hills) be blessed. These boons were granted him,

The tradition relates that from then the larger Sivagiri
hill came o be sacred to Muruga as the Dandayudhapani-
swanli, and, explains why pilgrims to Palni bring their
offerings on their shoulders in & Kavadi. This has been

adopted in other hill shrines as well consecrated bo
Murugs or Skaunda.

_ The worshipper as he approaches the Hill at the
adivaram meets the Sri Meenakshi-Sundareswarar shrine
in o separate mantapa to his right. Stone statues of the

. Palni Palayagars Kudavela Chinngbs, Nayakkar, Vijaya-

gir Velayudha Chinnobs Nayakkay Ayyan and Velayudha
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PALNI : THE SACRED HILL OF MURUGA 8

Chinnoba Nayakkar with their consorts ornament the
mantapa. He then faces the Syt Padha-Vinayakar shrine
in:a small mantapa, which, as he leaves after prayers gets
up the steps to the frontal platform and the large Aykkudi
mantapa, and reaches the inner quadrangle with a huge
Peacock-mantapa. The Ariyar mantapa 1s then reached,
near which there is a small shrine to Sr¢ Valliamman.

Tee Hry TeEMPLEis then climbed by a winding
flight of 659 stone steps from the bottom to the top
replacing the former rock-hewn ones. They were begun in
1925, and completed about 10 years ago from out of publie
donations of about seventy five thousands of rupees.! On
somse of the stone steps are cut out the names of their
donors, slso, the foot-prints of such of the devotees who go
ap for worship and desire them. The flight of these steps
is flanked on either side at frequent intervals by mantapas
and lesser shrines to Vinayaka, Subrahmanya, the Kanni-

_mars and others. The whole way is crowded with pilgrims
passing up and down to the temple, begging ascetics
smeared with holy-ash, a great many indigent and for-
lorn beggars from all parts of the southern Districts and
Malabar, and a large number of monkeys grown impudent
and playing pranks with the pilgrims. The Hill has two
paths of ascent, one in front, and the other at the back
which are lighted with Electric lights; as well another,
an old ghat-road for use of the pilgrims and temple
.elephants. On this path lies a perennial spring - sremé
&% - adjoining the rock, and under a copse of the Flame
of the Forest trees. A small cave Pancha-varna
padukikat on the back of the rockat the top is another to
be seen. The electrically lit prospect of the Hill and
Temple, and the Town lying at its feebis & sight which
will always linger in one’s memory. And, during the
«day, the valleys across blowing a cool breeze, the green
rice-fields, the groves of palms and the vast silent ranges
beyond is again & memorable sight.

1 Mention has to be made of the laudable efforts of Messvs. M. K. P,
Ulaganathan Chettiar of Woriur, P. Krishnpaswami Pandaram of Falai,
A. R, Amirtham Chetty of Poovalur and others in this great tirup-pant

servioe,



] PAINT! THE GACHED HILL OF MUBUGA

A small shrine to Tdwmban almost mid-way on the hill:
steps to the top perpebuates the Puranic account. The
figure of Jdumban is here %o be seenat the feet of Murugs.
88 securing His grace—also a Siva-Linga and Agastya. A
eompanion sanctum, facing the East ab the spot 13 ascribed
to Kura-adi-Velavar, the young form of Muruga as he
appeared to Idumban in‘the story under the Kura-tree:
And, adjacently under an ancient Tamarind tree is a-
ghrine of the Company days, to the Sri Kumpani Mayil
Velayudhaswams, with a water-pandal attached to it.
A few steps beneath is another shrine with the figure of
Vezh-Avi or Vyavik-ko, achieftain of an earlier tire, who-
ruled over this part of the country and by whose name
the expansive Vyavipuri lake below is called.

As the top is reached, one feels a greab relief. The-
devotee faces an extensive quadrangle; and an outer--
prakera where-in are three rest houses, two by the

agarathars, and ome by the old Aykkudi Pandiya-
Vellalars. The outer platform on the hill has been recently
fortified by a retaining wall; aad this prakara is
being paved with granite slabs. A pradakshina round this
prakara brings one to the entrance mantapa to the
temple. There is a Sri Vallabat Vinayaka shrine in a
separate mantaps to his left, and adjacently are located
the principal Diwcaja-stambha, (flag-staff) and Peacock--
mantapa. A bell-fry for the temple near this spot isin
construction as a devotional offering.

The Hill Temple consists of the usual outer-wall
enclosing the central shrine and surrounded by smaller
shrines. Architecturally, the main temple building on
the hill is not note-worthy, excepting for the inner halls
known as the Navaranga and Paravel mantapas. The:
stone soulptures therein as also oertain others in the outer
Nayakkar mantapas are representative, A few of them,
partioularly four in the Paravel, and four in the Nayakkar
‘mantapas indicate the respective donors of these mantapas.

The Temple is entered by the Manik-katti and Kai-
tat-gopura-vasal mantapas flanked on either side by the
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Silver Car Procession on the Kumbabishekam night—11-7-1940,



PALNI: THE SACRED HILL OF MURUGA )

Nayakkar mantapas of Palni and Aykkydi Palaiyagars and
of Neikkarapatti. - The northern portionfof this Nayakkat
mantaps bhag‘in it % richly ' worked -shrine to
Subrahmanpya-Vinayaka built by the Nagarathars.: The
Vaisya mantapa is then reached! - A small mantapss
annexe on the northern ' corner of this is ascribed %o
a lady  from Tanjore ‘and known as the sewergyf
yibwerer tosir b The inner quadrangle faced by the
Paravel mantapa, 30 feet wide by 53 feet long and
supported on 42 pillars is then entered by-a brick and
plaster gate-way—the five-storeyed Raga-goptiram. ' This
old edifice 22 feet by 273 feet and 63 feet high has beert
renovated recently ab a cost of nearly Rs, 30,000, and th

ashta-bandana Kumbabishekam consecration performed i

July 1940. The Devastanam office is housed in & part of the
Vadhya mantapa, and facing it are three separate shrines
to Sri Dakshinamurti, Malaik-kolundu-Sivan and the
goddess Sri Malai-nachi-amman. The Navaranga mantaps
is then entered by a gabeway, wherein are placed in
& line to the left the processional deities of Nava-Veerar,
Velayudha Visvanathar, Nataraje and others on & pedastal.
The palli-arai—the Couch-room, and the two sanctums of
Shanmuganathar and of the processional deity, the Chinna-
Kumarar are in a line to. the Sputh. It is in this
Navaranga-mantapa worshippers congregate to have a
darsan of the Lord Sri Dandayudhapaniswami. The
mantapa is of fine workman-ship and supported on twelve,
ornate, massive pillars, The next inner is the ardha-
mantapa where fhe priests keep the abisheka and arathana
materials. This is faced by the innermost garbha-grika
of Sri Dandayudhapaniswami which is the sanctum
sanctorum and crowned by a Stoopi. The outer-quadrangle
corridor houses rooms wherein rest the Pandarams and
Gurukkals; the temple kitchen; also the sanctums of
Nava-Veerar, of Nava Durga and St. Bogar, and of the
Kannimars. The Siva shrines of Sre Sivalokanathar and
Sri Chandeswara bhave also their special places there,

distinet and separate.
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Early History: Traces of the earlier history of
the Temple is to be gathered from a MS in the McKenzie's
collection which is confirmed by local accounts. The
consecration of the deity as Sri Dandayudhapani in the
central shrine on the hill is aseribed to the great Siddha
Bogar. Possibly the hill was his ashrama at the time,
from where-in he cared for the spiritual and medical needs
of his circle of votaries. The constituent of the Image is
said to be of an amalgam of (nava-pashana) nine
minerals. The taking-in of the sandal, milk, honey
and other abisheka materials which has been given
in oblabion over this deity is known to work curative
wonders. A Kannadaya Udayar descendant of Pulippani,
a disciple of the Siddba Bogar is stated to have first set
up the worship at this small shrine on' the Siva-giri; and
that he was conducting it for a long time. The sanctity
of the temple and the efficacy of prayers abthe shrine
spread far and wide and had attracted the notice of the
Cheraman ruler of Kerala. It is said, the Chera was
none other than the canonized Saiva Saint, Cheraman
Perumal Nayanar, the last of the Cheraman Perumals of
Kerala, and the contemporary of St. Sundarar of IX
Century A. C., and the Chera constructed the nucleus
of the principal sanctum of the deity and the ardha-
mantapa, which was to assume such a predominent feature
in the religious life of the South. A figure of a King on
horse-back sculptured on the southern wall of the prin-
oipal shrine; as well another stone-panel of a royal figure
on horse-back found on the out-side of a small shrine to
Chera Vinayakar, on the lower hill steps are said to give
credence to this Chera tradition.

It is possible that at the early times, the Chera
endowed the temple with large grants of land for its up-
keep and the expenditure for the daily worship and the
periodical festivals. This explains presumably why the deity
attracts such a large number of devotees from the Kerala.
It may also be that Muruga as the special deity of the
Kurinji—the high-lands like Malabar—as in the early
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physiographical tinat (&%w) classification of the
Tamilakam attracts them. Sri Dandayudhapani faces the
West—the direction towards that country explaining also
for its prosperity and additional fertility.

Tur Inscriprions found in the main shrine, on
its north and south walls and bases are 7 and have been
copied by the Government Epigraphist.! They are of a later
Pandya of the 13th cenbtury, of Krishna-deva-Raya of
Vijayanagar and of Veerananjaraya Udayar of Mysore,
both -of the 15th century. They relate to certain deva-
danas of lands for certain endowments for Kattalas to be
performed to the deity.

The temple has been improved upon gradually to the
present proportions by succeeding Madura Nayak rulers
and local chieftains. Pulippani’s descendants were fhe
priests at the principal shrine from remote times, and,
when Tirumalai Nayak’s (A. C. 1623-59) general Ramap-
payyan visited the temple he performed an ashta-bandana.
Kumbabisheka for the hill-temple, and introduced the
adi-saiva Sivacharyas to officiate n the pooja services. He
also seems to have bestowed on the former priests certain
duties of superintendence, the right to receive certain
annual emoluinents, and at the Dasara festival to shoot off
the arrow which symbolises Muruga’s vanquishing the
Idumbasura.* The present successors to the Pulippani-
mutt 'as such have this privilege as well' to officiate at the
sanctum of Bogar. ‘

The Siddba Bogar's sanctum is now a small shrine on
the corner of the south-western corridor of* the inner

* Ing, No, 609 of 1893 relates to a deva-dana of land by Veeransnjaraya
Tdayar of Mysore (A. C. 1489-1517).

Ins. Nos. 610 and 612 also to a deva-dana by Krishna-deva-raya of
Vijaysnagar of A, C. 1413.

' Ins. No. 611 of 1843 on the northern wall of the temple, refers to a gift of a
willage ;

Ig:s.' No. 371 of 1904 on the east base of the shrine on the Hill, records
that a provision was made for celebrating in the temple 8 festival called Avani.
venda (raman)-sandi after the King’s name ; and Inscription Nos, 372 and 373
of 1904 on the south and north base of the same temple respectively of gifts of
land, all by one Tribhuvana Chakravariin, Konerin-mel-kondan-veers Pandya-
deva-a later Pandya of the 13th century. Vide Epi. Rep. 1905 p. 15and §, 1. 1,
Vol. V. p. 104.5.

* A oopy of the Grant of Ramappayyan is given in the Appendices,
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quadrangle on the hill.. Neva-Durga, the goddess as Sré
Bhuvaneshvari is in worship here, also with a marakatha-
Linga. An under-ground passage below the sanctum is
pointed to as the place where-into the sage enfered and
never appeated again. The passage is also spoken of as
leading from here to the garbha-griha of Sri Dandayudha-
paniswami.  Sri-lg-sri Boganatha Pulippani Patra
Udayar Swami said to be a successor of Sage Pulippani is
doing the service of pogje at this shrine. He also pre
sides over a mutt of the name at the foot of the Hill.

Sri Dandayndhapani in the pose of the young Muruga
with a light baton-staff* in his hand draws pilgrims to His
shrine from all over the South of India and the North, as Sri
Venkatesvare on the Tirumalai hills.  Vows of tonsure of
their heads are the most common form of devotional offer-
ing, and the worshippers also bring milk, curd, honey,sandal,
sugar, rose-waber and other materials in sealed vessels tied
to either end of the Kavadis and their confients are poured
over the deity in pious oblation. - Offerings in cash, silvet
and gold, are the most common. Penances are in vogue ab
the temple. Pilgrims occasionally take vows to wear &
mouth-lock for several days before going to the temple:
It consists of a piece of silver wire driven through both the
cheeks, passing through the mouth and fastened outside.

Tue PrivcipAL FesTIVALS of the Hill and Town
temples ave That Poosam in January, Panguni Uttiram
in April, Agni Nekshatram in May, Visakam in June and
Skanda Shashti in Aippasi-November besides the other

eriodical and monthly festivals of the Saivite calendar.
he temple car is dragged thrice in the year, in the
Vaikasi, Thai and Panguni festivals; also the Silver
Ratham—a work of art in silver, costing aboub
seventy six thousands of rupees—dragged round the Town
temple in Thai, and around the hill in Panguni. The
Panguni-Uttiram celebrations of ten days in April is by
far the most crowded and the chief festival of the year.

* The favourite weapon of Muruga as the Vel or lance, the instrument
of chastisement and salvation, typifying his energy of wisdom (gnana-sakti).



The Silver Car—a Fiashlight View.



Courtesy, S I.Ry. Publicity.] Palni Hill and Tiru-avi-nankudi Temple.

Tira-avi-nankudi Temple,
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Tue LITERATURE about Muruga and his idylkie
abode are myriad. They find mention in the Tamil
classios of the 2nd—3rd century A.C. in Tiru-murug-arrup-
padat.one of the Pattup-pattu—The Ten Idylls—and
Aha-Nanwrw. Skanda-Purana, an epic poem by Kachchi-
appaswami of Kanchi is the sacred Puranic lore of
Muruga. St. Arunagiriar gives 95 verses to Palni and its
presiding Lord in his immortal Tirup-pugazh. A Stala
purana by-Balasubrahmanya Kavirayar, and many other
panegyric Verses in His praise by almost every Tamil poet
and devotee are the other devotional compositions!, and
these have a popular appeal.

This ancient temple is held alike sacred by the Hindus.
and the Muslims. The latter believe in the efficacy of
prayers offered at a ‘niche on the back of the central
shrine. They worship here making their intercessions
and offerings of sugars :

THE TIRU-AVI-NAN-KUDI TEMPLE near-by at the
foot of the hill isconsecrated to Shanmuklia-the six-
faced form of Muruga as Sri Kulandai Velayudha Swams.
This foundation is aseribed to & much earlier date and
repute. The place is also known as Sittan-valvu in classical
literary mentions® The temple has been renovated at a
cost of about 1% lakhs of rupees by N. M. Lakshmansn
Chettiar’s family of Nagarathars at Karaikkudi, and ashta-
bandana Kumbabishekam performed in June 1910. The
interior garbha-grika, ardha and mala-mantapas have
been completoly renovated; the old frontal mantapa,
and the gopure alone standing as formerly shewing their
antiquity. No inscription is to be found on the walls of
the temple possibly obliterated during the renovabion.

" 1 Pide A list given in the Appendices.
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The renovated temple containg good  modern stone-work,
which is worthy of a visit. The Stala-viruksha is the
-Amalakam- Nelli, (Emblica officinalis).

A well constructed small tank, the Saravanap-poigai*
—is the #rtha of this temple; and, it is adjacently located.
It is the traditional sacred waters wherein Muruga took
his six-faced form as Shammukha and Arwmugan (six-
faced), and assumed besides, the names Saravanabhavan
{born in Saravana, a Himalayan lake), Skanda (the united
one), Karttkeya (from his foster-mothers Krithikas-the
Pleiades) and Kankeya or Gangesa (from the association
of the Ganges). This shrine is referred to as the third of
the six and many other favourite (@ero@srmpL ) hill
resorts of Muruga in the Tiru-murug-arrup-padas.™®
Nakkirar-the Poet, praises the spot in many lines, and
gives a description of an aerial procession of gods
and goddesses of surpassing beauty. The hero of
course is Muruga, the War-Lord-of-the-Gods, in whose
train the other celestials follow. Another interpre-
tation of the name is that at this spot &-Lakshmi, -
Kamadhenu, @arar-the Sun, @-the Earth, and ¢ the fire,
worshipped Siva and earned their grace. Images of
these divinities installed at this temple-maha-mantapa
perpetuate this particular tradition. The place is also said
to take its name gaf sargp— the prosperous dwelling of
Avi” alter Avi—Qasir gaf of the family of Velir Chiefs
and of whom was GuenwGusar, one of the s Guupaer
era—the Seven-Patrons-of-Tamil Letters. Two other
small shrines near-by arc dedicated to Sri Angili Para-
aesvara and Sri Veleesvara-Swami.

THE Pawxt Town TeMPLE of Sri Brihan-Nayaks
or Periyanayaki Amman is & Nayak foundation of the
mid 16thicentury ; and, enlarged laterly at various times
by Vijayagiri Dorai and other Palaiyagars of Palni and
Aykkudi and of Neikkarapatti Nayakkars. The stone

* Muruga is said to huve 1ssued from the frontal eye of Siva as six sparks
of fire. They were received by Agni, God of fire, snd cast into the Ganges,
from whiocb they passed into the Himalayan lake Saravana and there were
transformed into six babes. These wers suckled by the six nymphs of the
constellation Pleiades (Krithiks) and became one on being fondly clasped by
she Goddess Uma,

** An English rendering of this classio is given in an Appendix H.
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Views of Sri Ahobila Varadaraja Perumal Temple,
Balasamudram,
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statuesques of the prime donors of-this temple ornament
the mantapas. Sri Muthu-Kumaraswami forms one of
the sanctums to the left; but the prineipal shrine is for
the goddess S7i Peria-nayaki-amman in a line with Srs
Subrahmanya and Sri Kaulasanathar, the frio forming &
Somaskanda moortham. Sri Nataraja’s shrine on the
extreme right is a recent addition by the Nagarathars.
The Stala-virukshs is the Bilva.

The temple is a fairly large one, with an incomplete
gopura, possibly of the Vijayanagar times. A frontal
Navaranga mantapa by the Nadar community is a fairly
large one, with modern but good statuaries done for Dwara-
palas, Nataraja, Dandayudapaniswami, four statuesque
figures of the donors in the central pillars and others. A
sancbum for a brave statuary for Durga as Sri Badra-Kali-
Amman at the centre does credit as a work of devotion of
this rising community. They have paved with stones the
central hall of Sri Muthukumaraswami, and donated
besides a very beautiful work-of-art in the golden Horse-
Vahanam for the temple for use at the festivals, The
central office of the Palni Devastanams is located ina
building near by.

TEE ConsTITUENT TEMPLES to this Devastanam
number 26 which include among others five smaller
temples to Vinayaka in the Palni Town and two to Vishnu :
Sri Lakshminarayana Perumal and Sri Venugopala
Perumal. Another to St Ahobila Varadaraja Perumal
in Balasamudram, a village two miles west of the Hill.
The last is one of modest proportions, dafing probably to
the 17th century. It has an annual government molini of
Rs. 654-8-5. The main Perumal shrine here is in a state
of dis-repair and the renovation of it at no distant date is
under consideration.

For the dissemination of knowledge of Saivite
philosophy and practical religion and Ethics and Tamilian
culture, an association named the Palni-Saiva-Siddhanta-
Sabha was constituted, and is doing valuable service from
September 1940 by arranging bi-weekly religious discourses
in the Hill and Town temples. A further activity in this
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direction is by the periofeal publication of Religious Tracts,
The work of the Devastanam Veda-patasala hag since been
augmented by a Sivagama school to train boys of the
Grurukkal and Pandaram classes, to their persuasions at
the Hill and the constituent temples, and to a general
knowledge in Letters. The Veda-Sivagama Patasala,
as such combining the work of both the Patasalas into
one was recently opened by BSri Dewan Bahadur
T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, President, Madras Hindu
Religious Endowments Board. This Patasala inculcates
knowledge of the Vedas, the Saiva-agamas, Tamil Letters
and Tevaram snd Tiruppugazh recitals to all aspirants after
this knowledge.

A Library and Reading Room opened in May 1938
by Sri A. Kondappa, President, Hindu Religious Endow-
ments Board is attached to this Devastanam ; and, it is now
located at the Panguni-car mantapa at the Adivaram.
A Pandit is in charge of the institution, and there are nearly
1300 volumes on its shelves. The books are mostly on
Religion, Philosophy, Literature and History for the
diffusion of knowledge. It is purposed to be a useful
adjunct to this Devastanam for literary pursuits of the
towns-men of Palni and her perennial sojourners.

Tae Locsu TeEMPLES AND Murts under other
managements need mention. Sr¢ Mariamman, the village
tutelary goddess is in great esteem and the annual
festival to Her in March attracts large crowds of wor-
shippers offering pots of burning fire (Béec g QuBsse).
The temple is managed by a Managing Trustee, the @resd
wrord sajagrei of the town Sri M. P. Mangala Goundar.
Sri  Pattathu Vinayaker-ulr ss  dswsi-temple is
the other one of local esteern. It is said to have been
founded by a Zamindarini of Palni on her being blessed
‘with a son and heir for succession to the estate. It has
been largely renovated from out of public subscriptions,
and KNumbabishekam performed by its present trustees:
Megsrs. P. Krishnaswami Pandaram, V. 8. Balaramalingam
Chettiar and A. Muthayya Pillai. Two others of signi-
‘ficance are for Srt Angalamman and Sri Patipparai
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Kaliamman. Two local Murrs, under the care of
Sri-la-Sr1 Sadhu-Swami and S7i-{a-Sr¢ Balayya Swami
also need mention. The poor and the needy are under the
fostering care of the former; while visitors from Malabar
are specially under the protective wings ‘of the labter.
The third of Sri-la-Sri Pulippani Patra Udayar is already
referred to.

Places of particular beauty and sacredness are many
in the vicinity of Palni. Vestiges of old palaces and shrines
to Muruga on the neighbouring hills, and places like
Then-Palani and Varadspatnam are many. Three miles
south of the Palni Hill is the Rangasami malai, a seven-
peaked hill crowned by a Vinayaka shrine; and, about a
mile to the east of it is a shrine to Sri Kannadiya
Perumal largely frequented by devotees in the month of
Purattasi—(September).

The Periya-Udayar Temple: The nearestof them
is that of the Siva Temple to Sri Periya-Udayar about
8 miles north of the town and located on the bank of the
sacred Shanmukhanadhi, which receives the drainage of the
great Vilpatti and Pumburai valleys of the Kodaikanal
hills, all of which combine and flow from it. A bath in
this river is considered sacred before worship at the shrine.
. The temple is primarily a Chola foundation, the
Sivalinga being named Sr¢ Brikadisvare or Peria-Udayar
3 name very common in the Chola country. The temple
should have figured as one of much significance in the
-centuries past, for as wany as 16 inscriptions of the Kerala,
Kongu-chola and Pandya dynasties were found on its walls
and have been copied by the Epigraphical department.
None of these are to be seen now, displaced or lost

during the renovation.

Of the inseriptions Nos, 706 to 721 of 1805, ninc of them are by the
Kerala dynasty, one by Pandya Jatavarman Srivallabbadeva, four by the
Kongu Cholas, and one by Viranarana Aditya Soladevs, and another by
Konerinmai kondan, a Pandya. Of them 11 are in Vatteluttu and 5 in
Tamil Soript, mentioning the villages of Iravimangalam, Kodaimangalam
and Amarabhujanga, Naraiyanuc.pada, a gift by the Queen of Adhiraja-
rajadeva, to a building of a hall and mentioning Kodaimangalam, a sale
of land, gift of a gold ornament, of the temple of Paramesuram-Udaiyar
of Iravarur in Vaigavi-nadu, and of & gift of a land and calling the temple
as Iruviral—Paramesvaram-Udaiya Nayanar and referring to the Goddesp
sot up by Vikrama Pandya—GOnnga-Narayana Chakravartin, Vide Epit
Rep. 1906, p. 57.
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The temple has been completely renovated-nearly
25 years ago fromout of public donations, and ashta-bandana
Kumbabishekam performed in 19151 The temple is very
popular as hundreds of marriages are solemnized at this
Sannidhi, due possibly to the temples sanctity, antiquity,
its environments, and the many conveniences afforded here
for the purpose by the administration. A Vinayaka shrine
is in construction in the outer prakara as a devotional
offering.

The main shrine is dedicated to Sri Brihadisvara or
Peria-Udayar—represented by aSwayambu-linga,and the
others are to Natarajah, Vishou, and the other attendant
deities including Brahma. The sanctum for the goddess
is significantly absent as itis said to be that of Sri
Brihan-nayaki in the Town Temple. It is interpreted
that when the Brihadisvara temple came to be founded,
the divine elements of Siva and Sakti were considered
one and in-separate, and consequently a distinet sanctum.
for the goddess was not thought of. A tradition of the
Stala-Purana also explains that the Groddess did penance to
the God at the spot of the Town temple and obtained
His grace as' Sri Kailasanathar there; and, as such both
their sanctums are to be found in the Sri Peria-nayaki-
amman temple. The Stala-viruksha is the Kongu(@sraa)
tree; and the thirtha—the Shanmukha-nadhi. The
statuary of all the images here are recent and of highly
delicate ornamental stone work. The location of the temple
is ideal, in & beauteous spot with natural scenery in
abundance.

Kiranur, twelve miles north of Palni is a prosperous
village lying in the valley of the Shanmukhanadhi. It is an
ancient place with a Siva temple to Sri Vakeesvarar—a
coustituent temple to the Palni Devastanams. A number
of Inscriptions to the east of the temple record grants by
the Chola King Rejendra I of about 1063 A.C.

! Meation has to be made of the worthy efforts of Messrs. Nallasami
Thevar, P. Krishoaswami Pandaram, V. S, Balaramaligam Chettiar,
Karuppana Thevar and Palani Chettiar who in the course of six years had

collooted nearly Rs. 43 thousands and completed the renovation of this.
ancient foundation,




The Vimanas of Sri Rudra, Sri Brihadisvara and
Sri Dukshinamurthi shrines—Periya Udayar Temple,



Aivarmalai,
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Aivarmalai: Nine miles West of Palni, “the hill-
of-the-Five”, also called Iyiramalai, and Ayirumalai is
of a prominent height, 1402 feet above the sea-level.
As the smaller of two sister-hills, rising abruptly from the
surrounding country Aivar-malaiis crowned by a recent
little shrine to Vinayaka. It is said here, that on this wag
o resting place of the five Pandava brothers, and hence its
name ¢ ugpeumairanr L@sms’.  On the north-eastern side,
the rock of which it consists over-hangs and forms a natural
shelter 160 feet long and 13 feet high. This has now been
bricked up and formed into shrines for such popular
deities as Draupadai, Palnwi-andavar and Vinayaka. A
Pandaram from the neighbouring Ayyampalayam village
is performing the daily pooja here.

A tradition current among the people here is that
the Pandavas—rested here a while during the last year of
their exile of thirteen years; and is evidenced from s
relative sequence of place names in and around this hill-
shelter. Darapuram,about 27 miles distant is spoken to ag
Viratapuram ; the Sri Marudu-Kaliamman temple near-
by as the place where the Pandava arms wers kept hidden
on a Vanni tree; Kadathur 14 miles from Darapuram as
where the Virata’s cattle were led away; Kara-tholuvw
12 miles from the place as where the cattle were seized
and impounded; Twruppur 32 miles from the place as
where the cattle were re-taken; Pain¢ and Varahagiri
near-by as the places where Arjuna did penance and
gecured Siva’s grace; and Avwarmalai itself where the

Pandavas abided tncognito.

The hill cleft was doubtless a Jain hermitage in the
early centuries of the Christian era, for above it and on the
face of the overhanging rock, in a long horizontal line
about 30 feet from end to end are arranged in six groups,
sixteen cut representations of the Jain Tirthankaras,
each some eighteen inches high, which constitute the bess
preserved relic of the Jains in the Madura District. :



APPENDIX A,

~ List of 26 Constituent Temples to Sri Dandayudhapani
Swami Devastanam, Palni.

On the Palni Hill : The Temples of :

1. Sri Dandayudhapaniswams.
2. Sri Malaikkolundu Sivan and Malai Nachiamman.
3. Sri Bhuvaneswari and St. Bogar.

On the Hill.steps :

1. Sri Kura-adi-Velavar.

2. Sri Idumban-Kadamban, Agastya and Sivalinga,
3. Sri Vyavipuri-Durai,

4. Sri Valli-amman near the Ariyar mantapa.

Tiru-avi-nan-kudi and at the Adivaram :

Sr1 Kulandai- Velayudhar.

Sri Veleesvaran.

Sri Ankili Parameswaran.

Sri Meenakshi-Sundareswarar.
Sri Patha-Vinayakar.

Sr1 Rakkala.matam Vinayakar.

O G e G0 20—

Palni Town:

1. 8ri Pertyanayakiamman.—Sry Muthu- Kumaraswams.
2. Sri Kosala Vinayakar,

3. Sri Uttara Vinayakar.
4, Sri Aparanji Vinayakar.
5. Sri Lakshminarayana Perumal.
6. Sri Venugopala Perumal.
On the Shanmughanadhi,

1. Sryv Perwya-Udayar.
2. The Nava-graha on the Theertha-Ghat,
3. 8ri Thoor-Nachi-amman on the Varathama-nadhi.

On the Vyavipuri-tank bund :—S§ri Pathiri-Vinayakar.
The Idumban Hill ;3¢ Kalingan-parai-Subrahmanyar,
Keeranur :—Sri Vakeesvaraswami,

Balasamudram :—Sri Ahobila Varadaraja Perumal.
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APPENDIX C.

List of Ubaya Kattalajs to'
Sri Dandayudhapani Swami Temple, Palni.

N Details Probable
No, . Kattalai. Kaitalaidar, v of - Annoal
) Kattalal, Valus,
1 Nattar Kattalal Aykkudi T, Siddhanandha  Hill Temple
i + - Pandaram and others Vilapooja 140 0 o
% Poovaloor ,, Poovaloor R. Amirtha- Hill Tirukala-
. lingam Chettiar sandhi 200 0, O
3 Vaniar " AykkndlsrlLakshmannn :
Chettiar. m ” 30 0 o
4 Pannirendam Vuayapuram Rajalingam
Chettiars. Chettiar. , 'Kalaisandhi 550 0 ¢
5 Nadar's Madura S1i P, P. P. Chid- ;
ambara Nadar, , . 4 - 550 0 O
8 ‘Pudmottah The Rajah of Puducottak, ,, 'Uchikalam 315 9 2
7 Bivagang& » The Rajah of Sivaganga. ,, " 1,548 13 &
8 Sethupati's ,, The Rajah Setupati of
, . Rempad 4 ', 418 3. 0
9 ‘Nagarathsr's ,, Karaikudi Semi-adi-
: Chettiar und others. " 912 8 0
10 Neikknr- Sri Mouna Gurusami - -
abel Naikker. ,; Sayankala 570 5 0
11 Sayanka » Salem V., M. Subrahman-
. yam Chettiar, ,, 5 44131
19 Rakkala w The Zamindar of
Samathur, ,, Rakkala 13614 ©
13 Ayklkudi Vilva-
Archana ,, Birkar. 4 Sashti 1913 ¢
14  Karthigal, Thottil Narayana Menon. ,, Karthigai 15 00
15 Do, MadrasP.8, UdayarEstate ,, i 5 0 0
16 - Do. . Madura A. Periasami :
; Kone, ,, " 195 0 O
17 Uttira-archana Vnddhagui Kuppar,
. Ganapati Padayachi, ,, Uttiram 15 0 0
18 Sashti Udumalpet Kuppu- s Sashti and
Lakshmismmal, Prooession of deity 260 0 ¢
18 Visaka Tanjore R. Bala- Visaka and Pro~ -
subremanya Ayyar.  oession of deity 260 0 O
20 * Deapa Allur Kuppusami Ayyar. For lighting on
o Mondays, 22 0 0
81 Annabhisheks Kumbakouam Adwmha
‘Swubha, Annabhishekam 60 0 0
23 Do. Knmbakonam :
\ Jayalakshmi Ammal, Do 200
33 Siva-rathri 0Md Aykkudi Kci?daniak ﬁbwheka on
ayskkar Maha-Siva-Rathri 30 0 0
84 Archana SriV, Narayana Menon. ,, Sadkaya in
! Aippasi 6 0 0
45 Archana Bri X, Gopal Menoél.h PP
alicut, ,, Uthiradam, o0
96 Nanraih;imd Ra;afhnga;n Chettiar " o ey ¥
Ay or 13 % 6 Chettiars. - Town
Nﬂ&“ﬁgtihd ngnd}?rgra;a Nadar ulongls 85 0.8
“ ay r Naders of Udumalpet ., Town Temple [1}
#8, Krithigai R. Sub mmania - » we % ¥
adayachi Hill Temple 10 0 0
2. Do 8. Bubbaiah Naidn = - Do.p 480



APPENDIX D.

List of Ubaya Mandagapadis to Sr! Dandayuthapani Swami Devastanams, -

No. Details of Mandagapadis

Sookasamharam Festiwal
L -Hill Teraple  1st day
g ‘ » Znd &ay
8, Srd dsy
4 th doy
& n Bth‘ day
6 ., 6th day

Thaipoesam Festival

‘7 lown Temple 1st day
8 " 3rd day
‘9 ” 4th day
iy 5 5th day
11 6th da;
12 . b A
13 " "
1 i 8th day
15 i} 17
16 . 9th day
17 ” 10th day
18
19 o3 ”
Panguni Uttiram Festival

'glﬂ Tiruvavinankudi 8rd day

W 4th day
2 i 5th day
a3 - 6th day
b4 " 8th day
28 W 10th day

Chitra Festival to
8ri Lakshminarayans
Perumal Koil
96 Perumal Koil 8th day

Visakam Festival
‘97 Town Temple T7th day

o8 5 8th day

Anl Thiramanjanam
29 Town Temple

Ravarathei Festival
80 Town Temple 9th day

Lo ©

i Annual

Mandagapadidars. Value'
Bs. A. B,

Karuppsna Gounder, Mannapatti, Udnmalpet :

Taleg w. 70 0 0
M. Deivenayags Achari, Palni, on behalf of

Gald Bmiths community - 60 0 O
M. C. T. Vairavan Chettiar, Banker, Palni .. 80 0 0
Rangaswami Gounder, Pottipalaysm, Coimba-

tore District - 100 6 ©
M. Mounagurunswami Naicker of Neikkarap-

patti, Palni, on behalf of the Naicker com-

munit

¥ Do. Do. % 8 g
Poguksaliyspps Mudaliar of Veerapandi, Pslla-

dam Talug, on behalf of Mudalisr community 8 0 C
N. Nachimuthu Chettiar of Ervanasickenpatty, < °

Paloi Talug .. 00
Aramugs Gounder etc., Vellampatti, Dindigul

Talug - . 60 0 0
A.-M, Rajalingam Chettiar, Nagama Naicken-

patti for 12 X 6 Chettiar community .« 60 00
H. H. the Maharaja of Pudukottah .. 58000
Thannasi Nattalwar eto,, Kalayamputhur

Agrabaram and others for the village people

of Agrsharem and Thsmarsikulam, Palni

Taluq - 800
M. P. Ganapathi Chettisar of Annavassl,

Pudukottah - 15 0
Raja Setupati of Ramnsd . 900
Rajsmanickka Nadar snd others, Virudunagsr 40 @
Zamindar of Thorsiyur . 40 0
Kuppu Chetty of Balasamudram and others

for Chettiar community at Balssamudram,

Ayskudi, Kavalapatti ete, “ 15 00
C. V. Muthiah Chettiar of Vellampatti - 100 00
R. S. Palsniyupps Chetty of Neikkuppai .40 00
Zamindar of Kallakottai, Puducottah State ... 60 0 O
S. N. Srinivasa Ayysngsr, Madras .. 66 00
Subramsnia Desigar, Palni 00
Marutha Naidu for the Palni Santhakula

Sowmysnarayans Keuvara; & commupity ... 100 0 ©
Veersnnn Kounar of Madura for Yadava

comunnity - 150 0 0
Kuppu Chetti bf Balasamudram and others .. 16 0 0
Marutba Naidu and others for Palni Santhakuls

Sowmyenarsyans Kauvarsys community... 15 0 ¢
Sivalings Mauiagsr for Thamaraikulaxm and

Agraharam residents - 80 0
A. X. Amirtham Cbettiar of Poovalur for Saiva

Cbettiar community of Trichy District . g0
S. Nataraja Odbuvar, Paloi ]
Kollimslai Nadsr of Palni for Nadar com-

100 0 O

munity, Dindigal Talag
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APPENDIX F.
MISCELLANEQUS.

Danors °--Of Mantapas on the Hlll steps :—

1 8ri. Puliyadi A. B. Kuppusamj Ayyer, Ma‘dura 1936.

2 8ri. V. V. C. R. Murugesa Mudaliar, Erode 5-9-1940.

3 Sri. Selakkarai Arunechala Upadhyayar Sons, Mayavaram
13- 12—-1938

Donation for Electric Lighting on the Hill steps =—
_Sri, T. Rm. T. Subramania Chettiar of Devakottah.

Qf a few Vahanams and Jewels of interest :— .

G@ld Horse Vahana Valued Rs, 2 500 by Kshatriya Nadars
of Virudunagar.

Palli-aras exgi=é by Narayanan Chettlar of Karaikudi Valued
Rs. 4,000.

A Jewelled Crown by Rous Peter, Collector, Rs. 1,166.

A diamond bracelst by Sri. V. A.Subrahmanya- Plllm of
Tenkasi valued Rs. 16,000, .~

Pearl-anki, D)amond Crown, Gold Peasock Vahan by
Palani Yedbavar Matam Sri. Nachimuthu Swami.

Diamond Jewslled Vel and Gold Kavadi by 8ri. V.V.C. R,
Murugesa Mudaliar, Erode.

A few Distinguished Devotees :—
H. H. The Maharaja Holkar of Indore and Her Highness

the Dowagar Maharani and party in 1937,
H. H. The Maharaja Holkar of Indore 8-8-1940,
H. H. The Maharaja of Travancore and H.H. The Maharani
Sethu Parveti Bhai 29-12-1940.
A few Chief Events :— ,
First Ashfabandana Kumbabishekam 25-6-1909.

Tiru.avi-nankudi Temple—Kumbabishekam 25-6-1910.
Installation of Power House for Electric Lighting June 1930,
Seoond Kumbabishekam 30-6-1938.
Seoond Stoopi Kumbabishekam 1936,
Devastanam L1hra.ry and Reading Room opened 8-5-1038,
Samayacharya's Day celebrations commenced  May 1940,
Rajagopura Ashtabandana Maha-Kumbabishekam 11-7-1940.
8ri. Perianayaki Amman Temple Kumbabishekam §-9-1940,
Palni Saiva-Siddhanta.Sabha founded 7-9-1940,
Hill Retaining wall completed ' 19-4-1941,
Veda-Sivagama Patasala opened 23-1-1941,
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APPENDIX I

Tiru-Murugarrup-padai.t
TRANSLATION By J. M. NALLASWAMI PILLAI,"B.A., B,L.

Tirw-Murugarrup-padas® is an Idyll of the Pattup-
pattu, Collection, and ibis said to have been composed when
Narkirar was confined in a cave by a Demon, who had
already ocollected 999 men to make a huge sacrifice of.
God Muruga appeared, and killed the Demon, and saved
Narkirar and the others, and it is believed even now, with
great reason, that the reciting of this idyll bas the same
saving power.*

This Idyll is one of the Arruppadasin this collection,
and its structure is this: One, who had already received
the grace of God, meets another who has the same intent,
and shows him the way to salvation. Other persons may
also be subjects of the Arruppadai, such ag poets, swords-
men, actors, songsters &c., and one of them who had
received presents from his patron, meets another of his

1 Seo The Light of Truth or the Siddhanta Dipika and dgamic Review 1912,
XII p. 407, 532 ; XIII p. 14.

- 1The author Nakkirar lived about the lst Century and was s member
of the third Academy, which had its seat in the third Pandyan, Capital
Madura: Ptolemy’s *royal Modoura of Pandion,’”” and still an important
religious, literary and oommeroial centre-Editor.
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class, and describes to him the praises of his king and
patron, and asks him to go to him. The present idyll
is, of course, of the first kind, One who had received
the grace of God Muruga* meets another, and tells him
if he wished for salvabion, to go to Tirupparankunram,
Tiruchchendyr, Tiruvavinankudi (Palani), Tiruveragam,
Kunruthoradal, Pala-muthirsolai (Alagar-Kovil) and
worship Him and receive His grace, Though geod deal
of space is devoted to the description of God Muruga and
his praise; even in these descriptions, we have pen-
piotures of Nature in all her glory, of the sea and sky, hills
and forests, the Sun and the Moon, of frees and flowers
and of thé song of birds. We cannot see God with our
eyes, and we cannot hear Him with our ears, and sense
Him with our senses, and yet the True Seer sees Him in
every phase of Nature’'s Beauty, and hears him in every
rustle of the leaves, and senses His joy in every breath of
the wind. I will indicate in my footnotes such of these
beauties a8 sirike the eye in this famous Hymn of
Narkirar. '

* Muruga as Hs is known by the pure Tamil name Murukan “the tender
child, " is represented in legend, statuary and painting as a beautiful child or
youth, The priests worship him with elaborate rites and ceremonies, the
rustic with meal and blood offerings, the aboriginal Vedda invokes him also
with dances in the primitive mauner of the woods.. The philosophor meditates
on him in silence, adoring him as the Supreme God, Subramanya-—the all
pervading spirit of the Universe, the Essonce from whish all things are evolv.
ed, by whioh they are sustained and into which they are involved—Who in
gracious pity for humanity takes' forms sometimes as the youthful God of
Wisdom, God also of War, when wicked Titans (asuras) have to be destroyed,
sometimes as the holy ohild Muruka, $ype of perennial teader besuty, always
and everywhere at the service of his devotess, *

~Studies and Translations~P, 4.
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TIRU-MURUGARRUP-PADAL
Canto I

Tirup-param-gunram*

The Consort of that chaste heavenly Bride with,
shining forehead,

Whose Light blinds and spreads far, like that of the
Sun as it rises above the sea, delighting the world, and
travelling round Mount Meru.

Whose Foot gives shelter to his bhaktas and sunders

their ignorance;
‘Whose thunder-like hand shatters the hostile hosts,?
He whose chest is adorned with the garland made of
flowers of red Kadamba trees, growing thick and darken-
ing the glades of the forest, which receives from the

! A Hill about 5 mils South~West of Madura, one of the six seats of God
‘Subramanya or Muruga. [Vide my artiole in * The Hindu [llustrated Weekly®
dated 15-11-1931 Ed.:] ¢

® The first picture presented is that of the Sun inall his majesty rising
above the gently rippling bluish-green waves of the sea, dispelling the deep
darkness of the night, adored by millions in all parts of the world and inducing
the world’s activity and bringing light and pleasure to all. God as the Sun and
Light is the most universal figure adopted in all religions; and the famous
verse in Svetasvatara Upanishat echoes this thought.

*1 see the Great Purusha, sun-like beyond the darkuess. A man who
knows Him truly passes over death ; there is no other path to go ™' (III. 8).

The commentator points out that the simile is doubly appropriate as
applied to God Subramanya, as he comes riding in the skas on his beautiful
peasook, after conquering the hostile hosts of 4suras, (man's evil desires) and
showering His Grace on the adoring Bhaktes. In form the bluish green
peacock corresponds to the sea and God Muruga whose form is red corresponds
1o the blood-red sun. The action of the Sun in dispelling the darkness and
bringing light corresponds to God's action in removing our maya veils and
giving us grace, The world translated as *blinds®, is not exactly so in the
original, The sun’s splendour is 5o great that as we look up we have to shat
our eyes. Wo cannot sea God objectively but we can feel His presence and
Grace through his Grace. Hence we cannot know Him, and yet we oan
know Him. :

The sun that gives life to everything and spreads its light far and beyond
is brought out by another text of Svrtasvatarc. * That Purusha is the
Mahesvara ; He is the mover of exist ; He pt the purest power of
reaching everything, He is Light, He is undecaying.” (I11.12)

While the peacock danoes, from time to time, there is a rustling of the
feathers of the whole body, and the dancing and rustling is hx}ppﬂy oompared
to the dancing and rippling waves of the sea. God Muruga is first described
a8 the consort of Deivayanai to bring out His function as oreator and pro-
tector. The peacock also symbolises avidya or anave Which is put down by
God's Grace. The Muyalaka under God Siva's foot and Mahishasura under
Devi's foot reproduce the same symbolism. .

The Skanda Purana devoted to the glorificasion of the Son-God, Kumara-
swami, * God Subramanya '’ is the weightiest of Puranas, and its ancient
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‘84 TIRUPPARAMGUNRAM

bright sky, the first showers of the clouds rising above
the sea.!

Heo whose crown is adorned with the bright flowers
of red Kanthal tree growing the hill-sides thick with trees
difficult to be climbed by monkeys, in shoals where roam
the forest nymphs dancing with tinkling bells, on their
foet, and shouting * Hail, Hail’ to the victorious Cock-
Banner of God Muruga.?

The Son-God with the Spear, whose praise is im-
measurable and Who six-faced terrified and subjugated the

character wag only brought out by the discovery of its manusoript in birch.
bark recently by Dr. Bendal, which are as old asthe fourth century A.D,
The study of this God is poticed in most of the Puranas and in the Maha-.
bharata and, Ramayana and has been immortalised in the famous drama of
Kalidasa, Kumarasambhava, The Tamil version of the Puranpa is also the
oldast of the existing Puranas, and its dateis said to be as far baok as the
tenth century A. D. Whether God Subramanya was an Aryan conception or-
& South Indian conception or whether the two had become blended we will
consider later on.

1The next picture presentad is that of the moisture-laden oloud as it rises
from the sea, and fravels over and pours its refreshing showers over fhe
vallogs with the most luxuriant tropical vegetation. It is a beauty indeed,
as one gets up the hills, in the eatly spring, to see the Kanals bursting into
leaves and huds and flowers of all shapes, The tallest trees fill the valleys
and they are literally dark as the poet has desoribed. One has only to bear in
mind the Perambu-Eanal and other kapals lower down the valley of the
Patmbar River issuing from Kodai-kanal.

The garland is described here as God is Bhogi as described above, though
at the same time He is the Yogi of Yogis, The poet has in mind in beginniog
these desoriptions of the Sun and the clouds what is considered as mangala-
valzhtu in beginning a poem.

” The author of Silappadigaram has the following, besides praising the
oon :

“@rdgp Curp o st grida Qurpe g
anadf sr_er @FAGuUrs QuriCsr @
Quwe wanSAs erer .

“ wiroany Curpp e wrwey Curbw oo
srefi Quel yoilp sasrefiGurd
Cualar gy graargs eorer ', —ReluBarb,

* This is anqthar picture higlgor up among the hills, The Tinat of the last
seotion is Mullal, and the Tinai of the present is the Kuring, the Highland
Villages. Considerable space is devoted to the beauty, the dress, and the
atlorning of their hair and person of the forest nymphs which we have omitisd.
But it is & beautiful picture and well harmonises with the surroundings,
Adukkam, the word used to mesn a Hili is aotually the name of a Hill-Village
on the lower Palnis, 8 few miles from Perinkulam, Itis an ideal village
with its cardamom and coffee gardens, plantain and jack-trees, snd oranges,
well watered with many a gentle stream but for its walaria and the odour of
gowdung of the hundreds of oattle maintained there,
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Asura who assumed the form of the mango tree and the
Surapadma-half man and half horse; over whose victori-
ous battlefield, the terrible she-devils danced their
Tunankai dance with the heads of the fallen held aloft in
their hands.! '

If thou, with mind made steady and purified by good
deeds dost desire to reach His Sacred Hoot, which the
wise know without thought,® thou wilt surely secure it
even now, as your previous good works have ensured this
bliss in your heart.

Because He dwells in love in the Hill Tirupparan-
gunram, where the little rock pools re-sound with the
humming of the bees, over the lilies budding out like eyes,
and where, in its broad paddy fields, the bees sleep in the
lotuses during night, and after dawn sound their trumpets
in the nectar-laden nymphamas ; and which is situated west
of the famous city of Madura, filled with palaces and
market places, where Lakshmi her-self dwells, and whose
Fort gate is list-less without War, all the enemies having
been already vanquished, and where the banners fly with
dolls and balls hanging about.?

1 Punankai-This dance is described as & jerky walk with flabby arms bent
and tossed. From this gay pioture, we are taken to the grim pioturs of the
battlefield reeking with the blcod and mungled bodies of the slain, and where
the she-devils danced and gloated over their huge feas_t. . The she-devils are
described at length which we have omitted, The description of the battiefield
was necessary as God Skanda’s mission was to slay the Asuras and Tedeem the
imprisoned Devas. And 112 is & grim sight indeed as man wars with his evil

jons and subjugates them. )
passﬁx ?I‘t}lzsis reoa]lsjtge famous thought in the Kenopanishad “ He by whom It is
not thought, by him it is_thought; he by whoq It is thought knows it not.
T4 is not understood by those who understand it, it is understood by those
who do not upderstand it". (Talavakara Up. 2, 3. I? means man sannot
know God with his Pasubodha or what is called #.6 «ds, with his
human objective consciousuess, Th_is oan oply end in ‘ob]eotma knowledge,
When this consciousness is merged in the Divine consciousness, then he can
know God, ** By the Atma (Pathi-jnana) we obtain strength, by such knowledge
we obtain immortality ’ (Tal., Up. 2,4) The eye sees but it caanot ses .xtaelf
and God is the eye of this eye (Tal,, Up. 1, 2), and_hence the improbability of

. knowing, God. The substance of the first Khanda is reproduced in
Sivajnansbodha Sutra XI. See also sutra IX, . i

3 Tiruparangunram still holds its own reputation as a picturesque place,
and its fine spring water is said to be very healthy, Madura is now the second
City in the Presidency and firt in importance on aosount of its architeotural
vemains ; 8nd no tourist would eare to miss it for all the world. .

Dolls and Balls: These wera tied to the flag staff ip challenge and dengxon
of their foes and to tell them of their fate that awsited them as oaptives,

of being oondemned to women's games.
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Tiruchendur Gopura and Shanmuga Vilasa,
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Oourtesy, S.I.Ry. Publi oity] Tiruchendur shore Temple,



~ Canto II
Tiruchiralaivai.

Riding on the -elephant, whose scarred head is
adorned with golden shields and garlands, whose sides
resound with the bells, which is swift of foot like wind,
and powerful liké God Yama.*

8o, God Muruga appears, with his head glowing like
lightning with the five kinds of skilfully .wrought
ornaments. .

With his golden earrings shedding light like the

Moon surrounded by the inseparable stars,

His faces blossom out ' from the hearts of devotees,
practising austere Tapas.?

Of these, one Face sheds rays of light brightening
fully the world shrouded in great darkness.

One Face lovingly grants boons, being gladdened by
the praise of his loving devotees.

One Face takes care that no harm befalis the Yajnas
performed by Brahmanas according to strist Vedic
tradition,

1 Tirnchendur in Tinnevelly District is the finest bit of ssa-side we have
ever seen. Its Vaisakam festival is famousand hundreds of thousands of
people flook to it at the time. It was thers that weosaw the finest danocing
peacock and it still dwells in our memory, The Pujaris in this temple, by a
peouliar custom, are drafted from Malabar from among the Namburi's and are
called Portis (worship-ful). .

? As the conquering Hero and deliverer of Indra, our Son-God rides‘of
the elephant to show His grace to his devotees.

3 Compare the text from Svetasvatara, R

. “That Bhagavat exists in the faces, the heads, the necks of all; He
dwells in the oave (guha) of the heart of all beings; He is alj pervading.
Therefore He is the omnipresent Siva,” (iii. 11).

“1ts Hands and feet are every-where; its eyés and bead are every-whers;
its ears are every-where it stands cacompassing all in the world *', (ii. 16).

Hence God Muruga is called Guha himself as dwelling in the bearts of all.
Henoce, Hissix heads and twelve arms. Each face is doing & separate function
and ong pair of arms corresponds to gach of these functions. In these, God as

. the Yogi and Bhogi, as the first teacher, as the raler and proteotor, destroyes,
as the Lord loving his devoiees and being loved by them, all these differant
aspents are krought out.
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One Face, like the Full Moon, spreads light in all
quarters removing the doubts of Maharishis, after teach-
ing the truths of seiences difficult of reach,

One Face performs the Battle-Sacrifice erushing the
hostile hosts, with thoughts dark with revenge and biassed
against them,

One Face smiled with joy  on his young Highland-
Bride with the ereeper like waist:-

In consonancs with these various functions of these
aix faces,

Oa his broad towering shoulders, bearing the sharp
arms dividing the bodies of the foes, and glorified on
account of their great might, and reached by the triple
fold of the chest shining with golden garlands.

One arm was held aloft; shielding the divine Rishis
sojourning in the skies, ’

The corresponding one reclined on his waist,

One arm wieldéd the Mahout'sweapon and one arm
rested on his thigh, . -

One pair of arms played the wondrous and sharp spear
and shield,

‘One arm was placed on his breast, and one arm shone
amidst the garlands, ‘ '

One arm held the circlet and one arm ringed the bells,

. One arm rained down showers and one arm garlanded
the divine bride, ‘ ©
So these twelve arms played according to the respec-
tive faces. S ‘
While the heavenly music played, and the strong
horns resounded, and the drums were struck like thunder,

and the peacock with its variegated feathers swayed on
the victorious banner, -

So God Murugs appears on the aerial route, with
rapid strides, and reaches and rests in the far-famed
Alatvai praised by the world.
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Canto ITT
Tiruvavinankudi'
While with joyful heart the great seers, the Munis®
Clad in garments of bark, with their spiral braids,
Shining besutifully like the Valampuri Chank®,
Their persons,b:igh}; and clean, theil. bodles lean and

boped * . '
Covered in deer skins, feeding sparingly after the
day is past - '

Their heart freed of ill-féeling and haté
Their head filled with intuitivé knowledge not
possessed by the learned ‘
And yet surpassing all in learning $oo,
Their sou! purified of all desire and &nger,
Thfeir mind never becoming pain, while they led im
ront ; L
" 'While the gandarvas, clad in spotléss clothes
Wearing garlands of freshly opened buds,
And practised in playing on the well stringed
ingtrument, - - - o
And in the fine company of their female kind,
‘Whose bodies know no human ills ‘
And shine like ténder mango leaves
And showed in every turn true golden spots
‘Whose person was adorned with jewelled ‘cloth,

1This part gives a desoription of an aerial procession of Gods and
Goddesses of surpassing beauty. The Hero of course is the War God in whose
train all the other gods follow including the Trinity, and to whom all of
thom pay homage. God Siva as the author of all Vedas and Vidyas is the
First Teaoher in.the persen of Dakshinamurii and His son is said to have
taught the ‘Truth even to God Siva and He is called Kumara-Guru-Para,
the Supreme Son-Teacher. He is said to have taught sage Agastya and
other Rishis. And the Rishis accordingly follow in His train. Tiruvavi-nan-
kudi is identified with s small place ocalled Sittanvaivu near Palni, a
famous place sacred to God Subremanya.

tA good desoription of the Rishis or Yogis is given. They are ever
joyful, though they practise the severest austerities, Thoy are Yogis and at
the same time Bhogis, representing their highest idesl God Sive both inm
form and in attributes. They have no likes and dislikes and are ever per-
footly balanced in mind, knowing no anger andno sin, They bave mastered
all knowledge and what is more they have seen the Truth (Qew@urger)
a8 Saint Tiruvalluver puts it, See for a like deseription in Periyapuranam,

$4.¢. Conok, the Shell which turns to the right and is muoh valued.
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49 TIRUVAVINANKUDI

While they with heart of love tuned their music
 Sweet ; ’

And while the Gods, Vishnu with the banner of

The spangled Garud striking down the cobra

Spouting venom with its bellowed teeth,*

‘Where function sole is Lordship over the world®

‘Where-in the cities gleam with temples to the four®

And l?ma"s Lord, whose banner shows the Victorious

bu

With mighty shoulders and never closed Triple Eyes

‘The Liord whose rage destroyed the Triple forts,

And Indra of the thousand eyes victorioust

Over his enemies by hundred sacrifices well-performed,

Riding on his four-fusked famed elephant,

Possessed of easy gait and swinging trunk,

The Thirty-three Demi gods of classes four’,

Great seers of truth freed from diversity,

And eighteen Ganas® of high estate, all these, -

Came on and on circling on the firmament

Like twinkling stars to pay their homage due

1The poet discloses an jntimate knowlsdge of the mechanism of the
cobra's teeth seoreting poison, The venom is secreted in the glands and

fangathrough a tube. (ﬂ i} ig the word used by the poet) in the short teeth
plaoed in the sides and as the sobra strikes a small quantity is ejected,

* According to the poet, God Vishnu has only one function, that of Stithi
and not any other function.

*The four Gods are Itdra, Yama, Varuna and Soma, whose temples are
in the four respeotive quarters of the oity. It shows a time when there were
temples dedioated to these Gods also and their Worship was popular ; though
in oc});grse of time, the worship of Siva and Vishou superseded all other
worship.

¢ The Tripura Samhara is a story given in the Yajur Veda and it is always
mentioned in conneoction with $npremaoy of Siva, we have given the passages
from the‘Veda and explained its symbolism elsewhere (vide p, 279 Studies in
Saivg Siddhanta),

8 The four olasses are : Adityas twelve, Rudras el ight;
two, making in all thirtyethres. ' Pty Ve runsighi: Morubs

¢ The eighteen Ganas are Devas, Asuras, Tait: i
Kinpureehas,  Takehas, Vimadares, Rakebasss,  Ohetions Soaiores:
‘Charanas, Bhutas, Paisachas, Taraganas, Nagas, Akasavasis, Bhojs,-bumisas:



THIRUVERAGAM 43

To free the lotus born Brahma from curse?,

And the Trinity to regain their lost dignity,

‘With speed like wind over waves where fishes roam,
And might resembling fire in the blasting wind,
And voice like thunder’crashing fire behind

S0 our War-God with His Divine Bride comes

To rest for a time in Tiruvavinankuds.

Canto IV
Thiruveragam.’

The Brahmans failing not in duties six?

On both sides famed for long and high descent,
Their good youth spent for eight and forty years®,
In Vedic paths and teaching Dharm always

And tending sacred fires of three different forms °,
And wearing sacred thread of three triple strands
In wet cloths clad and palms over heads held up
Landing self ¢ and the secret word of letters six’
Repeating, they offer flowers sweet at proper imes.
Much pleased our Lord doth dwell in Eragam.

1 When the War-God after vanquishing the Asuras was married to Deva-
vanai, He declared all this He achieved as the strength of His spear (Vel).
Brahma said that even that spear was created by bux, where-at the War-God
was angered and oursed Brahma to be born in the Earth, as he could not give
tho spear its strength. As God Brahma owing to the curse lost his power of
creating people, the other Gods also lost the power of protection and destruo-
tion.

* This is said to be a shrine of God Subrahmanya in ghe_Hill‘ country,
Malabar ; also popularly identified with Swamimalai, an artificial hill tegple
4 miles from Kumbakonam.

5 These six duties are reciting the Vedas,
formance of Yajnas and getting them performe
charity.

* These brahmans belong to the Brahmacharya asra mzu.h i

i i i tya, an ey

3 The three fires are Agavaniya, Dakshinagal and Grihapaty
are tended in pits of the form of the square. triangle and ?Ow'f*ha?:-_n'ﬁg:
editor. notes that the two latter forms are different from the forms now 1
and attributes it to Sahabatham.

® This is the practice of Soham Dhyana.

* The commentator says_this manita is Nam
mantrs usually practised is Om Suravanabhard.

and teaching the Vedas, per-
d, giving charity and accepting

g-kumaraya. Butthe modern



Canto V
Kunruthoradal.!
SPORTING ON ALL THE HILLS.

‘God Velan crowned with garland made of leaves and
flowers
And fragrant wets with scented sandal paste well
smeared
‘While cruel Highland men armed with death-dealing
bows
Drink deep potations of strong mead with kith and ki
And dance to the Music of the Thondaka drum,
While damsels fair like peacock fine with modest gait
And hair adorned with strings of water-lilies sweet
And body streaming with garlands of green leaves
And flowers white where-in dip in the honey bees,
Raise their hands in mute adoration,
While some left their voices sweet like stringed
instruments,
Qur Lord of reddish-huein cloths of reddish colour clad,
“His ears with cool and tender leaves of Asoka stuck,
Kilted and belted with the Victorious tinkling bells
And garlanded with flowers of red Iseora. (Vetchi).

1 This means God's play in all the Hills, According to Sutra five of
Porul Adhigaram, Agattinai Iyal of Tolkappiyam, the Hill oouuntry called
Kurwnji inhabited by the Kuravars is espeoially associated with the worship
of God Murugs ; as pasture land (Mullas) with the worship of Vishnu, as
sea-board (neithal) with that of Varuna; and ocities (marutham) with that of
Indra. The form of marriage is Gandharva and free court-ship and love.
The courtship of God Muruga with the girl Valli, born among Kuravars and
his subsequent marriage arises out of the usua! incideuts of Kurinji-tinai.
Bee Kurinjip-pattu of this collaction. The last section dealt with the high
philosophio and ritualistic worship of God Muruga by Brahmans who had
vowed oelibacy and practised the greatest austerities. And the present section
gives a thorough ocontrast to the above scene and the god of these severe
Brahmans, whose secret nameoould not even be audibly pronounced, this
austers God is seen here mixiug freely in the company of these low hill-people
in their dances and drinking bouts; and the explanation is given by the poet
in one word. This is how God shows His graciousness. He is all in all to
all, to the High and the low, the lettered and unlettered, the sage and saviour,
To all of them Hae is acocessible and shows grace, A simple faith and trust in
God aad more than any learning austerity, will lead to a quicker knowledge of
%od; and this is also the lesson brought out in the story of the Hunter Saint :

annappa.
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Blowing sweet notes from hollow reed, and on the
peacock striding swift, '

Stridings wift with goat infront andflawlessbannerraised,

His stature soaring high, with armlets rare adorned,

His waist fastened with soft cloths trailing to the ground,

. The damsels fair with shoulders soft and eyes like

those of deer,

Swinging quick to the lilt of Kuravai! dance,

Our Lord leads out with his strong hands interlaced

Andplays over all these Hillsand shows His endless grace.

Canto VI
Pazhamuthir-solai®

At famous festivals in all and every village,

Where goats .are sacrificed, and blood mixed with
millet 18 sprinkled, A

At every abode where devotees invoke him,

At every sacrificial ground where Velan dances,

Atevery forest,grove and tank and rivers andotherplaces,

At squares where three, four and five roads meet,

At flower gardens and village munds and public places,

At places where the cattle are herded together,

At towns where the kurava girls,

Fixing the cock-banner, and smearing ghee and white
mustard thereon

Recite the mantra seoretly and in loving worship

\ Kuravai is & Dance in a ring, the dancers holding each other's hands;
i ¢tis supposed to seoure suscess in love and war, )

1The common identity of Pazhamuthir-Solai with Alagarkoil on the
Alagar.Hills, 13 miles away from Madura hos to be comsidered. Her
ancient traditions are as & Vishnu Stala to Sri Ealla-Alagar. Mentions of

it are ag Tirumal-kunram aad SoredpesGar3y in Sangam olassios,  Vide,
“ Qune: @erpp s Geaged yrfer ' ~Silap. X1 91-100
“ Aevius & pig Aebunp paws o "—Silap. XL 108

al80 “ Revpir palisg iQeqp HEeds

Cend@ur@ PpriiQurf] wrddma oo

A ‘Sé) & —Paripadal XV 11 22-23
where it is referred to, Pnzhamuthirgolai may be one of the many
.shrines on the lower Palnis, and the neighbouring groups of hills in the
“Pandi-nadn. Vide also my srtiole in * The Hindu Tiustroted Weakly ' dated

25-7-1934,—Ed.
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Dffer the flowers, s#d tying two different pieces of cloths
On their loins and the rakska on their arms,
And sprinkle white fried rice and offer oblations
Of white rice with goat’s blood in different corners,
_And smear with paste of sandal and fragrant saffron,
"And tie up the garlands of red oleander and green leaves
After severing them, and invoke Muruga’s blessing
On their Hill-Villages (50 that it may be freed from
famine, sickness and enemies).
Offer incense singing the Kurinji melody,
While the music of the instruments mixed with that
of the rippling brooks
And sprinkling the red flowers and millet mixed with
blood
The Kurava girls danced a fearful dance to the tune
of the musie, ‘
And invoked God Muruga so that unbelievers may
be baffled, ,
‘While others of the city make the Holy place resound
‘With their songs and the blowing of many horns,
And the ringing of many bells, and praising
The Royal Klephant invoke God and obtain boons they
wished far,
In all these places, Our Lord is sure to dwell
This I state of my own knowledge ;

* Yet He may dwell in places not known to me.

There where you see Him, praise Him, with your face
beaming with joy and lift your hands over your-
head in worship and fall down at His feet and
repeat His praises as follows :—

Thou Oh Lord, six-bodied, of six holy women born,

In sacred pool of Himayam with darbha grass grown

And borne by one of the elemental Gods (Agni),

Thou Son of God seated under the Banyan trees,

Thou ohild of the daughter of great Himavas,

* ere emigaflp per sQs wrpms Ty
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Thou the Death of my foes, Thou Lord of the Bow

Thou darling child of Victorious and Victory-giving
Durga,

Thou Lord born of the Sylvan Goddess well adorned,

Thou, the General of the suppliant Deva hosts, =~

Thou, the wearer of the garland and knower of all Arts,

Thou, incomparable in war and victorious in youth,

Thou, the wealth of the Brahmins and the word of
the wise,

Thou, consort of Valli and Devasena,

Thou, bull among heros with spear in arm,

Thou, mighty Lord who split the rock of evil,

Thou, Lord of Kurinjt whose hills to sky do soar,

Thou, Hero of whom all bards do sweetly sing,

Thou, Muruga whose station none can reach,

Thou whose praise is Thou fulfillest all desires,

Thou showerer of grace on those in travail

Thou Lord whose chest Victorious in war is blazoned
in gold.

O Thou who hast no equals in Thy Supreme Wisdom.

Thou liberal dispenser of gifts to those who pray to Thee

" Thou whose name is praised by the great

Thou who acquaint the name of strong over evil by

your prowess in vanquishing Surapadma and hig

hosts )
Thou the Comparable, Thou the Chief .

 In Saravanai's waters her ohild's six forms she (Uma) 10vim
with both arms and lifted and of his six beanteous faces and twice six
shoulders she made one form, she, the mistress of the triple world.
“ aseng &5Hs erGrenr Gurdnga Goady
ws s Cuiabas @EGw &ayw gpenpGur
o s doalsn apal@ ewalurer @8é
aig Qever g Cuit Quppsmer sajfiger Gurer,”
&6 Gy TeRTh, Flamrliu_evn 20-21
« Agthe diverse energies of our father, at tp'e involution of all things;
become one as before, so ﬂge twelve forms of Gauri’s son became one and he
received the name Kandan,'—F.A. '
= His inherent energy is exoterically represented as his twin-consorte—
Teivayanai, here referred, the energy of aotion (@Awr £6) and Valliamman
(L. 101), the energy of desire (@F&7 #81). Though himself free from all desirg
he deigned, says the commentator, to set the worlda pattern of home']ife;
for the discharge of its duties leads to God, no less surely than a life of
renunciation—P, 4,



simmoTTR SOndE-

T haye I pmsed Thee ix'whrls {;ot adeqgatest
A% Phou art diffieult of desmpm g mere mor‘sa.ls
And a,pproa@,ha& Thee to gain P ,F@e . ik

.(By the Poet to God Muruga)

Desiring to mix with the hosts of dev‘oﬁee§ of alligorts
© and conditions -

And shate in the joy of the Festive gronnd

This deserving poet of mature knowledge and truth

Has appropched Thee, O Lord desiring to utter ‘

Thy great Sgrmses and praising Thee in words of -

, o ant sweetness
Bofora even these prayers. yeze thus addressed
Hib divine form of i ing : th

And His stature extending55%s
This fearful Form congealing : pfb&iﬂlfﬁg" fhe
Sabha

And showing his old Divine Form of Youthful Beauty

The Lord, will say

“Your Visit I know—Leave oft fear ™,

And graciously uftering words of love’

So that you of all others in the world surrounded by
‘ the waters may shine

He will grant you the boons difficult to obtain.

{Hers follow the desonpﬂtion of Pazhamuthir-solaf s above)
He, the Lord of the Hill in Pazhamuthérsolai.

. ‘EE‘ on & Co., L., Triplcans, Madrag.
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