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PREFACE

‘e Tamil Men of Letters series, in the lines of the

X Englishmen of letters, is necessary for our
modern requirements. We have many great Tamil
scholars and pandits who may be expected to undertake
this task. AJthough critical essays, and research works
are not uncommon in our twentieth century literature, 2
combination of the biography with a critical review of a
standard Tamil author from the point of view of a
literary critic, has not vet been satisfactorily planned out
by any one. Till now the author did not wish to usurp
the functions of a literary critic, as his occupation is
guite unsuitable for this task. Tayumanavar was his
hobby from his childhood, in the sense, that it was
his “‘devotional pastime.” The various notes which he
made from time to time were delivered in the form of a
lecture on the 31st December 1922 before the Vedanta
Conference at Madras. Many of his friends baving re-
quested him to put tbe lecture in print in'a slightly
enlarged shape, the anthor ventures with his pioneer
attempt on Tayumanavar, only for the purpose of stirring
up enquiry and research in the partly unexplored regions
of literary history. Though Tayumanavar i1s not far
removed from us, and his descendants are traceable, it
is a shame for us that we cannot get satisfactory
materials to construct his biography accurately. 1f
better men than this author will be pleased to come for-
ward to devote their labour of love in bringing out a
better and a more detail biography of Tayumanavar, ot
elaborate criticism of his poems in their different aspects
of poetry, ethics and philosophy, bringing forward the
light they tbrow on their contemporary bhistory, and
manners, and the part played by Tayumanavar, a socidl
and religious reformer in Southern India, the author
will feel grateful to them and consider his labour amply
rewarded, Any Suggestions as the possible improve-
ments and corrections will be thankfully received by the
author, and will be carefully attended to in the next
edition.
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