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FOREWORD.

THE 55th ANNIVERSARY

OF
HIS MAJESTY the KING'S BIRTH-DAY

wius celebrated on June Jrd 1020, threuwghout the
Island, with ore enthusiasm and eclat than on
previons oceaxions, as bhix was the first occasion ~f
celebrating flis Majesty's Birth-day after the year 1811,
the time when the Greut European War broke out,
The Hindu Congeption of the King is entirely Divine,
and he is said to be the incarnation of Vishnua, the
God of Protection. This Ode was eomposed by me
in Houour of our Graciouns Majeaty ou Idis Birth-day
Celebration, after the manner of the ancient Tasuil Barvdy
who sang the praise and victory of their Kings on shimilar
auspicious occasions, and way sung in the presence of
my students and others, 'Therefore, no further intro-
Jduction is neccessary on my part, on presenting this
poem o the public. I hope to publish thix shortly
with eopious notes, translation, and an account of the
Birth-day Celebrations in Colomboe, 8o that it may, e
usefu! to situdents as well ug to the public.

! S. C.
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#* Hig Excellency the Governor.
L ]

[ Gpararaar—Q@ erani; The word Tennan
or Tennavan is a synonym used tor the Pandyan FRings
of South India, who were great Patrons of Tamil
Literature by maintaining Tamil Sangams or Univer-
gities from time immemorial, Mr. Denhamd has given
% new impetus towards the advancemant ot Tamil
Janguage in Ceylon by finding for it a place in the
syllabus of the London and Cambridge University
Exuminationg aid was greatly instrumental in establish-
ing a University Cullege for Ceylon. Hence the
adaptation of the word Denham to Tennan which both
in m-aning and phonetically is alike. '
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