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Apastamba mentions the Kausitakins ; but his quotations from a
Bahvrca-Brahmana, that is ‘a Brahmana of the Rigvedins’ do not occur
either in Aitareya or in the Kausitaki Brahmana ; they must therefore
refer to another Rgveda Brahmana which has not come down to us.

(A History of Indian Literature p. 191.)
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PRESIENT
REPUBLIC OF INDIA

New Delhi,
April 2, 1991,

Dear Sri Tirumalai,

1 am glad that the centenary of Professor S,
Vaiyapuri Pillai is being suitably commemorated by
the world of Tamil scholarship. Tt is appropriate
that the collected works of this distinguished
writer, eritic and lexicographer should be
published in a series of velumes. I am sure this
initiative will encourage and inspire Tamil
scholars to emulate the example of Prof. Vaiyapuri
Pillai,

Please convey my felicitations to the Madras
University and the Professor Vaiyapuri Pillai
Centenary Celebrations Committee.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

R. VENEATARAMAN

Sri R. Tirumalai, b
Chairman,

Standing Irrigation & Water
Resources Commission,,
"Tamarai",

31-A, Greenways Road,
Madras - 600028.



WELCOME ADDRESS
By Thiru R. TIRUMALAI

It is my privilege to welcome our distinguished guests for
this Centenary Celebration of Prof. S. Vaiyapuri Pillai, We
are particularly grateful to the Governor of Tamilnadu, Sri
Bhishma Narain Singh. He readily accepted our invitation to
preside over the celebrations, co-sponsored by the University of
Madras and the Vaiyapuri Commemoration Society. His
gracious acceptance has significance. As head of the State he
has identified himself with the cultural values of this part of
India. His Gandhian public spirit, and sense of recognition of
great learning and pioneering effort of one of the distinguished
scholars of this University befits him as the Chancellor of the
University.

Thiru Karthikeyan is my batchmate, and was, for some
time, Secretary to the Government, Tamil Development. He
has participated in the International Tamil Conference. He
has kindly agreed to receive the Third Volume to be released
by the Governor.

Justice Ismail is a lifetime friend of mine, and a connoisseur
of Tamil literature, He was also a fellow student with me
under Professor Vaiyapuri, and we owe to him the approach
and techniques of literary appreciation. Justice lsmail’s
admiration of Kamban as a poet and philosopher is infectious,
He has kindly consented to open the Exhibition which has
been arranged in an adjoining room (F 37) on the Northern
Wing.

Thiru Sathikh, Vice-Chancellor readily agreed to co-sponsor
this function in recognition of the services of Prof. Vaiyapuri.
1 recollect the room downstairs on the north eastern wingof the
old University Building where he used to alight from a
Rickshaw punctually at 10-30 a.m. and spent long hours, ever
keeping the door open to Scholars who sought his help. We
are grateful to Thiru Sathikh for his willing co-operation and
assistance in organising this function ; our thanks are also due
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to the Registrar, the Department of Tamil, and other officers

and staff of the University. Appropriately, Thiru Sathikh has
unveiled the portrait of the Professor,

Professor Vaiyapuri was a pioneer in many respects. He
succeeded in the crowning effort of over a quarter of a century
in bringing out the Tamil Lexicon, besides publishing critical
editions of classics. Above all, he brought to bear the prin-
ciples of literary criticism and scientific historical investigation
on the Tamil literary and language studies. His writings bear
the stamp of that fearless freedom of thought, He recognised
literary merit wherever it was to be found, in the classics, in

Subrahmanya Bharati, and in the contemporary short stories of
Pudumai Pithan,

In this Centenary Year our homage to this great savant can
take only one form - to carry on his work in the spirit in which
he undertook it, to foster Tamil literary studies and enrich the
common heritage of India, our motherland.

I welcome all of you, ladies and gentlemen, who have so
kindly responded to our invitation,

1 have now the pleasure in reading the gracious message
from the President of India, Sri R. Venkataraman for the
occasion. We are grateful to him.
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A GREAT LEXICOGRAPHER

Dr. S. SATHIKH,
(Vice-Chancellor, University of Madras)

1 have great pleasure in associating myself in the Centenary
Celebrations of Prof. S. VAIYAPURI PILLAL, for the follow-
ing FOUR reasons:

As a student, I have admired his writings with some of his
works which have been prescribed in our syllabus.

Secondly, I happen to be a student of Prof. V. Saravana
Perumal, son of Prof. S. Vaiyapuri Pillai, while I studied
Engineering in Annamalai University and also as his Colleague
later for a decade.

Thirdly, Professor Vaiyapuri Pillai himself was a student
of the University of Madras receiving his B.A. and B.L.Degrees.

Fourthly, an important reason, Prof. Vaiyapuri Pillai has
been associated himself with the University of Madras for
over two decades, whilc he was dedicating his service in the
compilation of 7 Volumes of Lexicon and later wason the
Faculty in the Department of Tamil.

Professor S. Vaiyapuri Pillai was born on 12th October
1891 at Vannarpettai in Tirunelveli in,a Saiva Vellalar family.
His father, S Saravanaperumal Pillgi, a devotee of Lord Siva,
trained Vaiyapuri Pillai by teaching Saiva Philosophy at his
early age. When he was young, he had the opportunity of
associating himself with eminent Tamil scholars like Sivarama
Pillai and M.S, Subramanya Kavirayar.

He took his B.A. Degree from Madras Christian College
in 1912 securing first rank in the Presidency in Tamil and
received the prestigeous Sethupathi Gold medal.

He took his B.L. Degree in 1914 and practised Law for
sometime in Trivandrum, While at Trivandrum, l_ae l?ad close
association with great people like Kavimani Desikavinayagam
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Pillai, Poet Lakshmana Pillai, Judge K. G. Sesha Iyer and
K.G. Sankara Iyer.

Prof. Vaiyapurai Pillai founded the Saiva Prakasa Sabai
for Tamil studies and discussion and later a Tamil Sangam.

In the year 1923, he moved to Tirunelveli and practised
Jaw, There he often collected Tamil scholars and pursued the
study of Tamil literature in general and Kamba Ramayanam in
particular, He was responsible for organising for the first
time a Kamban Festival in .1923.

In the Twenties, the University of Madras was preparing
the Tamil Lexicon for publication. The Lexicon Committee
chose Vaiyapuri Pillai as the editor for this Lexicon. In
November 1926, he assumed charge as the Editor of the Tamil
Lexicon and completed the work (Seven Volumes of nearly
4500 pages) within 10 years. He had had copious reference to
the Tamil Nighandus in this work.

He served as Reader and the Head of the Tamil Department
from 1936-1946 in this University. In 1951, he was invited to
occupy the Tamil Chair in Travancore University. He served
there till 1954. Many people like G. Subramaniya Pillai
(afterwards as Professor in Annamalai University), scholar
M. Arunachalam, V. I. Subramaniam (later Vice-Chancellor of
Tamil University) studied under him.

Prof. Vaiyapuri Pillai for the first time applied scientific
methodology to literary criticism. As a scholar, he made his
effort for setting a chronology for Tamil Works and Literature.
In his academic research programmes, he expounded his own
objective conclusions on the early Tamil literary sources, their
times, their spirit and their contents as they emerged from his
studies.

As a lexicographer, and as a careful editor of texts of
Tamil works and a Writer and Research Scholar he contributed
immensely to Tamil language and literature.
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Commenting on his work as a lexicographer, Dr.
A. Laxmanaswami Mudaliar, former Vice-Chancellor of Madras
University said :
“Mr. Vaiyapuri Pillai’s contributions are outstanding
and it is due to him that the Tamil Lexicon was published
in the University. It is a monumental piece of work."”

Vaiyapuri Pillai had edited four Nighandus (flsaw®) from
palm-leaf manuscripts as source materials for the Tamil
Lexicon. The editions are moted for accuracy of text and
thoroughness in method,

The University of Madras hence has pride in participating
in the Centenary Celebrations of Prof. 8, V. Pillai and will be
happy to republish the Four Volumes of works of his, which
were earlier published by this University.



A LITERARY GIANT
Justice M. M. ISMAIL

I consider it a privilege to participate in this function in
connection with the birth centenary of Professor S. Vaiyapuri
Pillai, It is appropriate that this function is organized by the
University of Madras and The Professor S. Vaiyapuri Pillai
Birth Centenary Commemoration Society, in the premises of the
University itself where the late Professor did his monumental
work of briging out the Tamil Lexicon.

I have had the extraordinary good fortune of knowing
Professor S. Vaiyapuri Pillai nearly for a decade. Ever since
I came to Madras in 1938 as a student to join the Intermediate
course in the Presidency College, Madras, and came under the
tutelage of Professor K, Swaminathan, the name of Professor
S. Vaiyapuri Pillai and the Assistant Editor of Tamil Lexicon
Sri. V. Narayanan, became familiar to me and I also had the
benefit of meeting both of them. I had the further good
fortune of personally knowing many of the contemporaries and
colleagues of Professor S. Vaiyapuri Pillai, namely, Professor
K. A. Neelakanta Sastri, P. Sri. Acharya, P. N. Appuswamy,
T.K. Chidambaranadha Mudaliar, R. P. Sethu Pillai and two
of his students, viz, - Sri. M. Arunachalam and Vidwan
M. Shanmugham Pillai, the last two of whom are fortunately
alive now.

The little interest that I had developed in Kamban’s
Ramayana brought me into contact with Professor S. Vaiyapuri
Pillai. As he was living in Mylapore where I was also residing,
very often I used to go to his house with my doubts. The most
characteristic and charitable attitude of Professor S. Vaiyapuri
Pillai which I still cherish, is that though I was thirty years
younger to him and not a regular student of Tamil in the sense
that Tamil was not my main subject in my College course, he
listened to my doubts carefully and tried to clear them. It
would have been the experience of many scholars that it is not
possible to clear a doubt that a student of Literature may
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entertain in all cases, for the simple reason that the context in
which a particular expression had been used by the author
might be too long ago and therefore totally unfamiliar to them.
In such a situation all that one may do is to try to comjecture
what would have been the sense in which that expression could
have been used. Insuch cases Professor S. Vaiyapuri Pillai
was never dogmatic to assert that his view alone was correct
and no other view was possible.

I am mentioning this for the simple rcason that he was
extraordinarily humble in spite of his deep scholarship, erudi-
tion and extensive research and did not thrust a particular view
of his down the throat of others.

Another aspect of the late Professor which is worth
remembering is his courage of conviction in his conclusions in
the field of literary criticism and research. Generally there was
a feeling that the carlier a date which we assign to any
particular literary work, the greater is its claim to merit and
uniqueness. Professor S. Vaiyapuri Pillai did not belong to
the category of people holding such a view. He applied the
scientific principles of literary criticism of western critics and
scholars in English, French and other languages, to Tamil
also and tried to determine the age of a work or an author.
He was proficient in $anskrit, German, French and Malayalam
besides being well-versed in English Literature and criticism.
This approach and attitude of the Professor did not make him
popular among those who believed in the notion referred to
earlier. However Professor S. Vaiyapuri Pillai did not allow
himself to be affected by the criticism of such people and had
the courage of conviction to stand by his conclusions since
they were demonstrable by scientific methods.

The most outstanding work dome by the late Profcssor
S. Vaiyapuri Pillai which will be the lasting monument to him
is the Tamil Lexicon published by the University of Madras, of
which he was the Chief Editor from 1926 to 1936. The work
consists of seven volumes, the last being the supplement
brought out in 1939. The first six volumes comprised of
1,04,405 words and the supplement comprised of another about
20,000 words, the total number of pages of the Lexicon being
3944 plus 423. Having regard to the plan of the said Tamil
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Lexicon, one can very well imagine the amount of work, the
care and caution that should have been brought into the
preparation of the said Lexicon,

The Professor has edited nearly 40 works in Tamil Litera-
ture with a scientific approach to research and literary criticism.
Out of them three works by name, ‘Puraththirattu’, *Thirikka-
dukam’ and *Viralividuthoothu’ were published by the Madras
University itself and I, on this occasion, in the presence of the
Channcellor and the Vice Chancellor of the University, request
the University to republish the same since they are not now
available. In fact the Professor S. Vaiyapuri Pillai Centenary
Commemoration Society has undertaken to bring out the works
of the late Professhr in 7 volumes and the third volume is being
released today.

For nearly 45 years, the late Professor pursued with deter-
mination and without any let, his studies and research in Tamil
language and literature with exemplary degree of intellectual
integrity and with unswerving dedication. All those books will
be of very great value to the modern day scholars, when the
study of Tamil is receiving official patronage and recognition
and all over the world methods of literary rtesearch are
undergoing vast changes.

The late Professor was shy by nature, short in physical
stature and not very fluent in public speech. This, which is
generally regarded as a disadvantage for popularity in public
speaking, proved to be a valuable asset to the late Professor to
pursue his serious research work, undisturbed by frequent
calls to make public speeches on the platform.

All in all, both as a man and as a scholar, very few people
can be compared with Professor S. Vaiyapuri Pillai. Humble,
sincere, earnest to help others when they find difficulties in
their studies and research, and determined to pursue, his path
of research, Dr. Vaiyapuri Pillai stands as an exemplary literary
giant.

Let us, on this occasion of celebrating his birth centenary,
pay our humble tribute to the greatness of such a scholar and
make full use of the labours he endowed on his works by
reading them and being benefited by them.



AN EMINENT EDITOR OF CLASSICS

Thiru. V. Karthikeyan, 145, (Retd.)
(Adviser to the Governor of Tamil Nadu)

I am happy to participate in this significant function,
organised by the Vaiyapuri Pillai Centenary Celebration
Committee, with the active support of my valued colleague Sri.
R. Tirumalai, 1.A.S. (Retd) and the University of Madras, It
is only by recognising and honouring the invaluable services
rendered to Tamil Language and Literature by eminent scholars
and researchers like Prof. §. Vaiyapuri Pillai, we could create
-an atmosphere which will generate motivation, deep interest
and hard-work among our younger generation of Tamil Students
and researchers, leading to further enrichment of the language.

Though I have not had the fortune and pleasure of knowing
Sri Pillai in a personal way, I have heard him on a few occa-
sions and I was deeply impressed by his simplicity, deep
research, erudition and frankness.

Sri Pillai was born on October 12, 1891 and graduated
from my own College, the Madras Christian College in 1912,
He took his Law degree and started practice, but his love of
Tamil Literature got the upper hand. He was one ef the
earliest to appreciate the greatness of Sri Subrahmania Bharathi,

He took up the full time editorship of the Tamil Lexicon
under the University of Madras and accomplished the unprece-
dented task of completing the seven volumes within ten years.

He become a Reader in Tamil in the University in 1936
and published several learned works including Tolkappi_am
with Ilampuranam and several Nikandus and Sangam classics,
His articles covered world literature, literary criticisms and the
principles of editing the classics.
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Even after retirement in 1946, he served the Travancore
University as Professor of Tamil for 3 years from 1951, His
health began to decline by 1954 and he breathed his last in
1956.

His achievements are monumental and multi-directional,
The Tamil Lexicon itself is a great piece of scientific study and
classification, The collection and painstaking edition of a
large number of Nikandus was a glorious labour of love. The
Mudalayiram, the first thousand verses of Divyaprabhandam,
edited by Sri Pillaiin 1955 is a work of par excellence. In
the field of literary criticism and research, he has carved outa
niche for himself by his steady adherence to the original texts
and elimination of all personal bias. He refused ‘to yield to
pressurisation, unfair attribution of motives or illinformed
comments on his works and style. He did nothing expecting
quick rewards nor sought any cheap publicity. He was humble,
loving and lovable and always willing to guide and help. He
was a great scholar indeed, I add my own humble tributes
to him.



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
By
Governor Shri Bishma Narain Sing

I have great pleasure in presiding over the Centenary
Celcbrations of Prof. S. Vaiyapuri Pillai and in releasing the
Third Volume of his collected works,

Appropriately, this function is organised by the University
of Madras, and the Prof. Vaiyapuri Centenary Commemoration
Society. This University was the scene of his hard works
where Prof, Vaiyapuri accomplished the great task of bringing
out the Tamil Lexicon. Though it is the fulfilment of the

tireless work of many scholars, it is the first publication of its
kind.

Prof. Vaiyapuri was also the Reader in Tamil in this
University for a decade from 1936 to 1946. During this period,
he brought out a number of Tamil glossaries and literary works
for the first time. He was a prince among the editors of

classics, and Dr. [yer and he have dome yeoman service to
Tamil in this respect.

The Professor’s original contribution was in two areas,
first in editing classics, and formulating a methodology for it to
which I have referred just mow. Second, in attempting a
literary history and literary criticism on the lines of Westera
practices and scientific principles. He was a pioneer in trying
to fix the dates and tracing an authentic history of the develop-
ment of Tamil through the ages. In that attempt, he clearly
stated his reasons for his conclusions. He cast his net wide,
drew parallels from Sansksit and Pali literature, and drew
evidence from the inscriptions. His knowledge of French,
German and Sanskrit literature and languages was of great help
in his work,

The views of a pioneer can be easily improved upon. Some
of his lusions admit of modifications, based on sub
data, while others are still valid. Prof. Vaiyapuri was truly
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rational in his approach and thus laid the real foundations for
an objective history of Tamil.

1 may, here, pay my tribute to this great language, Tamil
and the culture of the people in this part of the country. Tamil
language had been fostered by many streams of thought and
culture. The Jains wrote some of the best classics and grammar
that enriched the language. The Buddhists too, had their
share. The outpourings of the Saiva saints and of the Vaishnava
Alwars are soul-stirring even today. They touch our hearts
and ennoble our soul, by the spirit of Bhakti thcy transmit.

Tamil culture is steeped in the deep consciousness of
humanism. It was universal in its appeal. It enveloped the
brotherhood of the world, ‘“Yadum Ore, Yavarum Kelir”” was
an early utterance in the Sangam classics. It reminds one of
the Vedic saying Vasudeiva Kutumbakam. The early Sangam
literature, naturally depicted the tender emotions of Man - of
love, sorrow and joy. It also adored valour. Life was the
means of achieving honour. Without it life was not worth
living. The universality of appeal makes us feel the unity in
the spirit of our nation. Even though the language and the
idiom are local, the thought and sentiment are all pervading,
all embracing, and truly reflect our great country India and her
values.

Tamil language has another title to greatness. That is its
continuity. Few languages have changed so little through the
ages, but it has also absorbed many incoming strands of ideas
and words. Change is the condition of progress, but the
virility of the language had guaranteed its conserved identity.
Its adaptation to changes and capacity to absorption have
infused strength. A living and growing culture has thus come
through in its history.

I have pleasure in releasing the third volume of the
Collected Works of Vaiyapuri — the “Age of the Epics” in the
history of Tamil literature. It was a Heroic age. The Epics
are the product of a composite culture. The Jains, the
Buddhists and the Hindu streams of thought and writing have
all contributed to it. The sources that supplied the themes for



385
the Epics are many and varied. But
duced in the Tamil Epics.
Tamil ethos and tradition,

they are not just repro-
The themes were adapted to the

The greatest of the Epics is the Ramayana by Kamban.
Prof. Vaiyapuri was one of the early and ardent admirers of
Kamban. He is easily a peer to Shakespeare, to Kalidasa and
Goethe. The University Professors and others spoke of the
poetic genius of Kamban, uncovered by savants like Vaiyapuri.
The deep touch of humanity had its imprint in Kamban’s
works, He was conscious of the “Divinity that shapes our
ends’’. The characters in the Epic are portrayed with sincerity
of expression. It excelled in depicting the emotion and
sentiments that every one of us feel in similar situations,
Kamban’s Ramayana is hailed by Prof. Vaiyapuri as a new
creative work, which reached the high water-mark of Tamil
poetic genius.

This work is as important as the subject it deals with.
Competent scholarship has hailed the Professor’s in-depth
studies and his wide range of knowledge, but he had also a true

literary instinct and poetic sense. He brought to bear all these
traits on his works.

Vaiyapuri was among the earliest to spot out the genuine
poetic fervour and expression of the Poet of Freedom,
Subramanya Bharati. He was both a path-finder and a model
for others to emulate.

The Vaiyapuri Centenary Commemoration Society has
conceived the best form of paying homage to the Great Scholar
and perpetuating his memory - by bringing out his Collected
Works in Seven volumes. The first two volumes, one on
“‘Literary Thoughts™ and the other ““The Tamil Renaissance’
are nearly sold out. It is an index of the avidity with which
the world of scholarship has been benefitting from the
Professor’s works.

In undertaking this valuable service the Society has been
inspired by a great scholar, Prof. K. Swaminathan. I should
like to pay my tribute to his lifetime work. Even in his

@e.—25
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advanced age, he brought out with dedication the Complete
Works of Mahatma Gandhiji, the Father of the Nation. Thiry
R. Tirumalai, Thitrumathi Sarojini and Thiru Ramaswami
Pillai, deserve our congratulations on their task of bringing out
these Collected Works. I am sure the University of Madras,
for its part, would consider the re-publication of the Professor’s
editions of classics, as urged by Justice Ismail and Thiry
Tirumalai. I felicitate the Society on its purposeful work and
appreciate the gesture of the University in co-sponsoring this
Commemoration function.

I have great pleasure in releasing the Third Volume of the
Collected Works of the Professor - *“The Age of the Epics”, I
trust this function will inspire scholars all over to undertake
such in-depth studies and further the work for which founda-
tions were laid by Prof. Vaiyapuri.

Nandri, Vanakkam, Jai Hind !
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A PIONEER LITTERATEUR
Thiru. R. TIRUMALAL LA S. (Retd )

A tribute to Vaiyapuri, the Tamil scholar in his
centenary year which begins today.

The first half of this century in many respects, was a water-
shed period. For literature the period was one of renaissance.
It, at once turned back to the Past, to resurrect the rich treasures
of Indian Languages, and was also a period of highly creative
poetry marked by patriotic ardour. The shackles of purely
conventional versification were being shed, Prosody and
grammar which reigned sup were replaced by i
poetic fervour, the spirit of man asserting itself.

In South India, there were three strands of literary trends.
First, the traditional indigenous scholars steeped in the known
corpus of Tamil literature and known for impromptu versifica-
tion. Patronised by the zamindars, they revelled in conven-
tional panegyrics, spiced with ““double entendre™, “the lowest
form of humour” (as a critic put it) or with dubious erotic
undertones). Others composed puranas, mythological glorifi-
cation of sacred shrines and deities. They were stereotyped
where form got the better of the content.

Theology throve at the expense of devotion and poetic
charm. Another strain noticeable was the religious and the
theological discourses by religious preceptors steeped in the
Saiva or Vaishnava prabhandams with a strong bias towards
their own persuasion. Some of them composed verses on
deities, shrines and saints. They were a foil to the Christian
missionaries who were active since the 18th century and even
earlier.

Some of the missionaries felt the need for mastering the
local language and idioms which could have a direct appeal to
their flock. Others struck by the richness of the ancient Tamil
heritage, were even anxious to make out that the devotional
outpourings of the Alwars and the Nayanmars had for their
mainspring the influence of Christianity. A few others were
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genuincly interested in Tamil, the language and literature, its
grammar, and comparative philology. Some even composed
epics and poems adapting the Tamil literary forms.

Fr.Beschi(Veeramamunivar), Bishop Caldwell and Winslow,
in the 19th century and Dr. Pope, Rev. Chandler and Rev.
A. C. Clayton later were the forerunners who worked on
comparative philology or set to compile lexicons, conscious
though they were of their limitations. This interest spread to
Jaffna in Sri Lanka,

The third strand of scholarship drew inspiration from the
intellectual and academic discipline of the West. Exposed to
Western literature and methods of compilation, they drank deep
at the fountain of English, French and German works. They
were inspired to apply the scientific techniques and methods
they had imbibed to Tamil — both in editing Tamil classics,
and in the critical appraisal of works. Lexicography, a disci-
pline in itself, was a felt want. There was another compulsion
for undertaking the work, Sanskrit literature was much more
popular and more widely known to the Western world. Tamil
was not.

Orthodox school

In this setting, there were great scholars of the orthodox
school patronised by mutts like Tiruvaduthurai, Dharmapuram
and Nanguneri. The Vaishnavite centres like Alwar Tirunagari
and Srirangam had scholars in the Divya Prabandam and the
commentaries of the Acharyas. The Pravachana school propa-
gated them. Even Kambaramayanam and Villi Bharatam were
subjects of popular expositions that appealed to the literate and
the illiterate alike.

The orthodox school had eminent scholars like Meenakshi
Sundaram Pillai, R.Raghava Iyengar, Mu. Raghava Iyengar,
and U. V. Swaminatha Iyer. Though their scholastic attain-
ments were acquired in the traditional manner some of them
were keenly sensible of the scientific techmiques of textual
editing and literary criticism.

The eclectic school of scholarship to which S, Vaiyapuri

pelonged was influenced by the newly waiting Western
influence. The votaries were imbued with the spirit of rescuing
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Tamil literature and language from the ruts into which they

had fallen. They adored the Spontaneous escapes of the soul,
the torrential outpourings of the spirit of the age, especially of
that bard of freedom, Subrahmanya Bharathi. New forms like
the l?avcl, short story, and translations of English classics were
coming into vogue.

In this age of renaissance Vaiyapuri was ushered in. Born
on October 12, 1891, his centenary year commences this year.
Vaiyapuri had his early training in Saiva and Tamil literature
and grammar under his orthodox and religious parents. Later
he was instructed by Pamban Swamigal and Swaminatha
Panditar of Jaffna. He finished his FA from the Hindu College,
Tirunelveli and graduated from the Madras Christian College
in 1912, Married to a2 woman from Trivandrum, he was dis-
tantly related to the author of Manonmaniyam, Sundaram Pillai.

He took his law degree from Trivandrum and started
practice there, But interest in Tamil was inborn in him. He
had kindred spirits to share his interest like Kavimani
Desigavinayagam Pillai, the Tamil poet of childhood and
epigraphic scholar, Lakshmana Pillai the composer, K. N.
Sivaraja Pillai, Tamil scholar and K. G. Sesha Iyer. They
formed a society for carrying on their literary pursuits. It was
here that Vaiyapuri met Subrahmanya Bharati whose poetry he
was one of the earliest to appreciate instinctively in 1918.

When he moved to Tirunelveli in 1923, there were scholars
of the same ilk, to name a few Chakrapani Nambiyar, M. P.
Subbiah Mudaliar, P. Sri Acharya, V. V. S. Iyer, R. P. Sethu
Pillai and Anantarama Iyengar.

Changeover i

Vaiyapuri’s scholarship in Tamil gained wider recognition.
Circumstances favoured his changeover from his legal profes-
sion and he became a full time editor of the Tamil lexicon then
being undertaken by the Madras University. With the able
assistance of pandits like Mu. Raghava Iyengar, V. M. Gopala-
krish hariar, S. S dara Desikar and others he
completed the seven volumes in 10 years.

In 1936 he succeded Anavaratavinayagam Pillai to the
Readership in Tamil in the Madras University.  He published
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several scholarly books — the Tolkappiyam with Ilampuranam
a rare commentary and a number of Nikantus, (Tamil glossaries
or homonyms) and Sangam classics. He also wrote several
papers on world literature, literary criticisms, and the principles
of editing the classics. He retired in 1946.

“From 1951 he had a three year stint as Professor of Tamil
of the Travancore University. Of indifferent health and always
dedicated to his work he, relinquished the post and passed
away two years later in 1956.

Vaiyapuri's contribution to Tamil development and scholar-
ship are varied and many sided. First, the Tamil lexicon he
edited was the magnum opus which distinctly marked an advance
over all earlier dicti ies. The sck ic p ion foll-
owed a general order in arrangement — the word, its translite-
ration, the part of speech, origin and derivative, the cognates,
the meaning () in English and (b) in Tamil, and the quotations
under each meaning with citations of works, the author and
illustrative expressions, Where words were derivative, their
new special meanings were given, and even distortions were not
omitted, - Wherever possible the chronological arrangement was
followed to bring out the historical origin and development of
the meaning or words.

The lexicon bore the mark of a wide range of scholarship,
pressing into service the great Tamil classics of the Sangam
period published in the first few decades of the century, the
Vaishnavite and Jaina prose works, glosses and commentaries,
the works on grammar and citations therein, and the great Tamil
commentators’ interpretations.

Above all, Vaiyapuri systematically collected a large
number of Tamil Nikantus in palm leaf manuscripts and edited
them. Reliance was rightly placed on them. Some of the
special treatises on arts, sciences, astrology, dancing and
mathematics were also utilised. Epigraphical data belonging to
different periods, and usages of particular locations and sections
of the community were all brought to bear on the compilation.
This was a truly remarkable work done in a record time.

) Nevgrtheless, as Prof. Jules Bloch complained many of the
epigraphical terms did not find mention. The occurrence in
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the Tamil glosses also was not exhaustively referred to. These
are the constraints of the times in which the lexicon was
compiled and not of the scholars. The South Indian inscrip-
tions published at the time were buta fraction of the total
COTpUSs S0 too authentic and accurate editions of Tamil works.

Indeed, as Vaiyapuri pointed out the works edited in the
early decades freely made a hotchpotch, a compendium from
various anthologies : in their anxiety to make the work
complete, they ignored the fidelity to original texts and inter-

polations and the personal counterfeits of the editor were ata
premium.

Models for emulation

Vaiyapuri was determined to rescue the Tamil classics and
literature from such misguided attempts at ‘‘comprehensive
reconstructions.”” He helped Murray S. Rajam and Periyan
Srinivasa Aiyangar respectively in editing the Divyaprabandam,
and the Kamba Ramayanam based om the Alvarthirunagarf
manuscripts. These editions are models for emulation.

The introduction to the ‘Mudalayiram’ the first 1000 verses
of Divyaprabhandam edited by him isa classic (1955) and is
a grammer for editing Tamil works. His criticism of the
customary recital methods, and the pauses was trenchent though
it could upset the orthodox. He stressed and delineated a new
scholarly method of editing the work, making textual correc-
tions, where copying or manuscript errors were patent, or
where the word-combinations were split erroneously resulting
in distortion or lack of meaning. Though the rhythm would
have helped when verses were set to tunes for singing, they may
at the same time detract from the literary appreciation and
distort or disturb the meaning, He traced how these errors
and distortions could have occurred and he edited the verses
splitting the compounds into simple words, to bring out the
sense, intensity of meaning and experience it conveyed.

He had envisaged a whole scheme of publishing the
Divyaprabandam texts with annotated Purana allusions a note
on the literary merit, on the age of the Alwars, a glossary of
words and meaning of difficult words, and comparative notes
etc. in five volumes. But the Text itself needed four volumes,
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Meanwhile death snatched away the great scholar the next
year and the work was but half complete. The same fate
befell the Kamba Ramayanam of which only two cantos were
partly edited by him. The First seven chapters of Bala Kandam
remain an appetiser.

This throughness, fidelity to texts and objective editing of
the manuscripts were characteristic of all the Tamil literary
works he had edited, including Sanga Ilakkiam (Pattupattum
and Ettu Thogaiyum) Tirumurugatru padai, Tolkappiyam,
Jivaka Cintamani and a number of later works.

A scholar so meticulous and thorough was apt to . discoun-
tenance any subjective or impressionistic editions of classics.
This led to an acrimonious controversy between him and his
friend Chidambaranatha Mudaliar. The latter bad &n aesthetic
perception but was too arbitrary in discarding a large volume
in Kamban’s work depending only on the appeal to his personal
appreciative sense. The present writer has been associated
with both and had heard both sides from each direct. The
scholar was found to be right, and the connoisseur experiences.

Perhaps Vaiyapuri’s greatest contribution was in the field
of literary critism and research. Indeed his criticism was based
on research. Here again he not only marshalled internal
evidence from the works themselves, but also made a compara-
tive study of the usages, the idioms and characteristic turns of
expressions in other works to arrive at the age of the works.
Here was a pioneer who dared to fix the chronology of works
on what struck him as authentic, scientific, and tested evidence.
This was a daunting subject. He sought strength in external
evidence from epigraphs, from historical events, and from
collateral works in other languages and of other countries. His
knowledge of French, German and Sanskrit were of great avail.
He was truly eclectic in his approach. He laid the real founda-
tions for an objective development of the history of Tamil
language and literature. Some of his conclusions were found
to be prescient by later discoveries, even if some others were
found to require revision. True scholarship can mever be
static nor sentimental.
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The views of a pioneer, admitted] ily i

upon, but further research was needed!,,’\I‘;:il:rabpeu:iBA s;,lg‘:f:p;: z;g
first to be convinced if rebuttal by cvidence and proof could be
forthcoming. Butas he observed ‘‘vague generalisation ipse
dixits, dictatorial pronouncements and “intuitive perceptions’”
are out of place in any scientific study, textual criticism not
excluded.””

A ﬁ:ail', small figure almost inconspicuous, he was yet a man
of convictions and his, views were firm. A campaign of vilifica-
tion. attributing motives (of which he was totally innocent)

ensued in his life time. Prejudice is the homage that passion
pays to erudition.

Any lesser person would have succumbed or withdrawn
from the field. But not Vaiyapuri for he was receptive to
proven data and would accept a better view than his if sustained
by reason. He was perhaps, a true rationalist in literary and
textual criticism but with a difference.

His aesthetic appreciation of tbe Tamil literature was
genuine and of a high order. He was one of the earliest to
recognise the genius of Bharati. He welcomed the originality of
poetic conception and form of Bharathi. Tamil the Promethoes,
was unbound. Sincerity and directness of expression a true ring
of ’rhythm and vision, and poetic diction were ushered in.
Vaiyapuri recognised these attributes of Tamil renaissance. He
himself contributed to it by chartering courses of critical and
investigational techniques. He wasa true path finder and a
beacon for generations of scholars to come. He had also a
novel, a few short stories and poems to his credit.

A society chaired by Prof. K. Swaminathan, Vaiyapuri’s
close friend, has been formed. It has undertaken to publish
all the works of the scholar with assistance from the Union and
the State Governments and universities. It is hoped that the
Madras University too will republish his edited works, as they
are of great value to study and appreciate Tamil culture and its
greatness. Two volumes have been released and one more is
under print.

This author had the good fortune to study Tamil under
him while working on the research fellowship under Prof.
K.A.N, Sastri, another close friend and associate of Vaiyapuri.



396

The method the professor inculcated in me was novel but
effective, like Marc Bloch’s proceeding from the known adult
to the embryo. He started me on Bharatidasan and Bharati’s
works, and led me backwards through the Puranas, Kamba
Ramayanam, Sangam classics, Tirukkural and on to Tolkappiam
to the earliest works in Tamil.

He would take pains to verify the palm leaf manuscripts
to ascertain the veracity or authenticity of the statements or
quotations attributed to early works and correct me where a
recent or modern edition had enriched the old texts by inter-
polations. To him I owe my love and knowledge of Tamil and
a simple direct, suggestive style of Tamil prose using Tamil
words in preference to the mouthful words of extraneous
extraction.

Extremely unostentatious, easily approachable, always
helpful, even solicitous to the students who went to him for
guidance, Vaiyapuri was a man of great humility and was
God’s own man with abiding human values. He was a Happy
Warrior.

“Who laboured good on good to fix

and owed to virtue every triumph he knew.””

‘With the kind permission of the ‘HINDU’, Dated 12—10—1991
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