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ANNOUNCEMENT

At thé kind instance of eminent Indian
and Foreign religious scholars, an
English Translation of selected stanzas
from Thira Arutpa of Saint Sri
Ramalinga Swamigal has been attempted
by. the Iditor of the present Arutpa
series. Bilingual and multilingual literary
persons of great -critical acumen and
intimate religious persuasion have blessed
thiss humble venture with their very
loving and encouraging appreciation.
‘The Translation will be published very
early. Friends ‘requiring copies may
kindly write - for particulars to the
Tditor with postal stamps for reply.
The sale proceeds of this Translation
as well as his other religious, literary and
legal works will enure to the benefit of his
Thiru Arutpa Trust.
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4.

AN APPRECIATION
By

Dr. T. M. P. Mahadeyan, M.A., Ph.D.,
Professor of Philusophy, University of Madras.

It is given only to a few scholars to spend a life-time in
constant and unswerving devotion to a single chosen ideal. To
that rare category Sri A, Balakrishna Pillai belongs., He chose
long ago as his ideal Saint Ramalingam; and he has constantly
and unswervingly stuck to him. Even in the midst of a crowded
and care-laden official career, he found time to gather, study and
edit Saint Ramalingam’s writings in six volumes. In hig retire-
ment, he has had no other concern than serving the cause of the
great saint’s mission.

Saint Ramalingam’s magnwm opus is Thirw Arutpa. A
carefully prepared edition of its first canto was published by
8ri Balakrishna Pillai® sometime ago. The present publication
contains the second and third cantos under the caption Tiruvorriyur
pabudi, as most of the hymns are addressed to the Lord of that
holy place near Madras. Two types of mysticism may be
discerned in these two cantos—what may be termed * feudal ” and
s bridal *” respectively. In the former type, the devotee considers
himself to be a vassal or servant of the Liord; in the latter, the
attitude is that of a bride. Saint Ramalingam who was a master-
mystic pours himself ont unreservedly in soul-stirring song, thus
enabling those who read and enjoy it to share his experience.

Sri Balakrishna Pillai has earned our eternal *gratitude by
giving us all the necessary aids for enjoying the Saint's mystic
poetry. And, we shall look forward to the early release of the
other cantos of the Arutpa.

Madras, *) .
Jan. 21, 057, § T. M. P, Mahadevau.
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862, Lord! Make me an instrament of Thy Peace. — 8t Francis of Assisi,

863, As long as living creatures suffer, there is no possibility of joy for those
who are full of ecuipassion. — Goutamea Buddhe.
864, Ab the mowents when T should like to enjoy mysclf without restraing, it
awalens in e reflection about the miséry which T see around me or
which T suspect, and it does not allow me %o drive away the uneasiness

thereby eansed to me. ~— Albert Schweitzer.
265, Aned o Ak muach i a mun loves and soneeours and savesscven bhe leash of
Ciod’s ereatures, he ministers unbo the Lord. — dnna Kingsford.
366, Love thon the rose, bub leave 16 on I6s stem. -~ Lord Lytlon.

367,  That man is truly ethical who shabbers no ice-crystal as it sparkles in the
sun, tears no leal from a tree, cuts no fower. — Albert Schweitzer.
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