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INTRODUCTION

The public are perhaps aware of the fact that the Government
of Madras have launched upon a scheme of publication of rare
manuscripts treasured in two premier institutions of this state,
namely, the Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras and the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal
Library, Tanjore. Financial help has also been extended to Dr. U,
V. Swaminatha Iyer’s Library, Adyar, Madras, for similar purpose.
Though the publication of rare manuscripts was started as early
as 1909 by this library, only 12 works were taken up for publica-

tion till 1942. Of these, the printing of 3 works has not yet been
comipleted.

Only in the year 1949-50 a régular scheme for the publication
of manuscripts was prepared and accepted by the Government
of Madras under the MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL
SERIES. This scheme included the manuscripts in all the South
Indian Languages in which there are manuscripts in the Library,
The selection of manuscripts was done by an Expert Committee
appointed by the Government specially for this purpose. Till
now 157 manuscripts in different languages have been printed.
Of these, 35 manuscripts are from Tanjore Maharaja’s Serfoji’s
Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore and 2 from Dr. U. V. Swami-
natha Iyer'’s Library, Adyar. In addition 3 manuscripts,
two from this library and 1 from Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer
Library, Adyar, are in the press, '

Wtile all the manuscripts under the Madras Government
Oriental Series were edited by various scholars drawn from differ-
ent learned institutions, the publication of manuscripts under

" the Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Series was resumed
in the year 1950-51. All the manuscripts published under this
gseries before 1942 were in Sanskrit. But in 1950-51, they included
the manuscripts in other languages also. These are edited by the
Curator with the assistance of the Pandits in respective languages.
Till now 60 works have been printed including the total number
of 51 since 1951, -

Since 1958-59, however, no fresh manuscripts were taken up .
for publication in both the series. There were several proposals
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for the printing of manuscripts. Of these, the® Government of
Madras have sanctioned the publication of the following 7 Tamil
Manuscripts in G. O. No. 81859-E6/59-15, Education, dated
5.1-1960 communicated in Proceedings RC. No. 138-K2/60
dated 27-1-1960 of the Directer of Public Instruction, Madras.

I. GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS
LIBRARY, MADRAS,

Tani-p-Padalkal.

Kzrala Dés'a Varaliru.

Yapperunkala Viruthi (with Kuripurai).
Kattabomman Varalaru.
Palamolit-Tirattu.

Kalampaka-k-Kottu.

NS YA W=

Uttira Ramayana Nitakam.

II. DR.U.V.SWAMINATHA IYER LIBRARY, ADYAR.
Manuvijidnesvaryam.
2, Suddbananda Bharatam.

Of the 7 manuscripts from this library, ¢ Palamoli-t-
Tirattu” has been dropped as it was found to contain m;ny
archaic proverbs. The entire publication has been recommended
for aid from the Government of India under the scheme for the
Development of Modern Indian Languages. It is also hoped that
the Government of India aid will be forthcoming in due course.
Since the amount has to be reimbursed from the Government of
India, it was ordered that the expenditure on the scheme should
be incurred before 31-3-1960. Though the time actually availa-
ble for getting the manuscripts printed is less than 2 months, the
publication has been started in right earnest and every pos,siblc
e.ﬂ'orts are being made to complete the same before the stipulated
time. There bas, however, been one change in the scheme of
p-ub!ication as submitted by the Curatoron account of the limited
time available. Originally the above manuscripts were intended
to be edited by outside scholars under the Madras Government
Oriental Series but now they have been edited by the Cu in
himself with the assistance of Tamil staff of the librar des
the Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Series. "

under
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On account of the great speed with which the press copies
were - prepared, edited and rushed through the press, a few
mistakes might have crept in. It is hoped that the learned

scholars who read the works may make necessary corrections,
if any.

In this connection, I will be failing in my duty if I do not
express my thanks to the Controller of Stationery and Printing,
Madras, for scrutinizing the quotations of the private presses
for supplying the required paper for printing, for passing the
printing bills from the presses in a very short time and for taking

up the printing of the biggest of the six manuscripts in the
Government Press itself, '

Srimans M. Pasupathi and T, Krishnamurthi, Tamil Pandits
of this library, were in charge of the preparation of the press copy
of the present work, * Tani-p-padal Tiratta ’ and my thanks are
due to them for helping me in editing the manuscript before
giving it to the press. My thanks are also due to Sri M. Sadasivam,
M.A., Librarian of this library for going through the proofs. The
Governmént of India have to be thanked for their kind grant
to the Government of Madras for enabling the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, to get printed this
invaluable manuscript, The Bharathi Vijayam Press, Triplicane,
Madras-5, also’ deserves my thanks for printing the manuscript
neatly in a very short period of less than a month.

Madras, T, CHANDRASEKHARAN,
2—3—60. Gurator.
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