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FOREWORD

The publication of this book gives us yet
another opportunity, of which I gratefully avail
myself, to record the deep debt of gratitude under
which Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. V. Swaminatha
Aiyar has placed all those who love and cherish
" the rich heritage of Tamil. But for his labour of
love this treatise might have been lost- forever.
While I cannot help regretting that Dr. Swaminatha
- Ajyar did not find the time to edit Manu
Vignaneswariyam-possibly more verses might have
been salvaged from the only available manuscript,
had the work been taken up earlier, and certainly
his comments would have been priceless—I con-
gratulate Sri R. Visvanatha Aiyar on the excellence
of his work, a labour of love again, though it is
but a fragment of the original work that could
be made available. The author and the editor
share our gratitude, separated though they are by
five cenfuries.

The Mitakshara as it was understood in the
. fifteenth century in the land of the Tamils emerges
again though in a truncated form at a time when
the foundations of the Hindu Joint Family hkave
been shaken by economic, social and political con-
cepts of a resurgent independent na,tion; moulding
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its destiny, some of which have been reflected in
the recent legislative changes. The book however
is not merely of historical and literary interest. It
illustrates, should such a lesson be needed, the ease
with which spoken Tamil can be adapted as the
language of law and courts. In that context the
publication is well timed and welcome. -

I deem it a privilege to bs associated with the
publication of this book, with all its associations
with the past and its inspiring message for the
future.

Mylapore, Ma.dras;} P. RAJAGOPALAN,

7

ond October 1960. ) Judge, High Court.
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