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Sri Ramajayam
Sreemathay Hayagreevaya Namaha,

SRI RAMAYANA JYOTHISHADI
FOREWORD

BY
Sresman Sir, S. VARADACHARIAR, B.A,, B.L,;

Retived [Judge, (Sometime Chicf. Justice)
Federal Court of India.

In this interesting booklet, the author has essayed to
bring together all the information in the Ramayana bearing
on the practice of “prediction” as it obtained in ancient
‘times. The information has been grouped and discussed
under four main heads Jyothisha, (Astrology proper)
Samudrika Lakshana (Physiomomy}, Omens and dreams,
Under the head [Jyothisha, the indications derived from
Jataka (Horoscope), Gochara (Periodical movements of the
Grahas) and Muhurtha (the time when an event takes place
or is to take place) are discussed as sub-heads. The
Ramayana of Valmiki is taken as the basis for the study
but materials from the works of Kamban and Tulasidas
have been now and then taken notice of. Explaining the
the difference in significance between [yothisha and the
interpretations of omens and dreams, the author observes
that omens and dreams are not to be understood as
influencing the course of events, but only as indicating what
is going to happen. Even as regards the significance
of Grabas, he poses the question whether an Avatar
or incarnation of Divinity, which is deemed to be
Omnipotent, not subject to the law of Karma, can
become subject to planetary influences ; but, as in the Rama
Avatar, the Divinity was carefully kept in the background
and Sri Ramachandra lived and acted only as a huoman
being, the enquiry is pursued on this basis.



d

The author discusses at some length the positions of
Grahas, in Sri Ramachandra’s Horoscoper as gatherable
from Valmiki’s description. He repudiates the suggestion
that the relevant Slokas in the Ramayana may be later
interpolations. ~He also combats the view that the
description in the Ramayana as to five Grahas (including
the Sun) being in the Uchchasthana (ascendant) at the time
of Sri Rama’s birth could not be correct. He maintains that
Sri Rama was born in the month of Meska, in Navami
Thithi, under the Star Punarvasu and in the Kafaka Lagna,
He notes that no vefercnce has been made to the position of
Budha, (Mercury) and infers that perhaps not much
importance was attached to it. Incidentally, he also gives
some details about the hcroscopes of the other three
brothers and their bearing on some aspects of the lives of
the brothers. Relerence has been made, in passing, to the
familiar gibe that even the great preceptor Vasishiaz so
fixed the Muhurtham for Sri Rama's installation as
Yuvaraja, that it proved wholly inauspicious, leading to the
exile of Rama and the death of his father. The author
maintains that the relevant verses in the Ramayana show
that the muhurthan was not fixed by Vasishia, but he
merely acquiesced helplessly in the suggestion of King
Dasaratha that the installation should take place the very
next day.

In conclusion, the author avows that he is not well-
versed in astrology and that his knowledge of Sanskrit is
limited and in due humility he expresses his hope that the
points dealt with in this book may, by reason of this very
publication, become the subject of fuller discussion by
persons better qualified than himself.

Madras, );

I (Sd.} 8, Varadachari.

My most sincere gratefulness for the kind foreword,
. Humble' Author,
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LMSSM LIBRARY. TANJORE.

Fram

S.GOPALAN, B A, B.L.,

~ Member and Hony, Secretary,
Tanjore Maharaja Serfcjl's Saraswathi Mahal Library,

TANJQORE.
To
$ti . Gopaiaratoam Aiyangar Avl.. Bk
) Pleder, Romipet,
2/31, Edward Elliot’s Rd.,

MYLAPORE, MADRAS, 4.

R. C. Na: 56/55-56. Dated 18-4-1955
Enc.
Sir,

Ref:- Your letter ..

We went through the manuseript you sent ws. It
eontaing valuable matter and is worth publishing.

(5d.) s. coPALANY
Hon, Secretary,
(Trwe extract) T.M.S. S5.M.Library, Tanjore.
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