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Professor K. PONNUSAMY, Msc., B.L, Secretariat
finister For Education Madras - 600 009.

FOREWORD
Aringhar Anna, former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, with the
rarnest association of the eminent scholars of Tamilology planned to
start a Tamil Research institute with the prime intention of promoting
advance research in Tamilology i the year 1986, Accordingly on 21st,
October 1970, the International Institute of Tamil Studies was incepted
a5 a research institute in Madras, the state capital of Tamil Nadu.

International Institute of Tamil Studies has been concentrating on
inter-disciplinary research and translating great Tamil classical works info
soghish, 1 is through translation we expose the richness of our literaiure
o the unknown worid.

in confinuation to this venture the present work.entitied 'Selected
poems of Bharathidasan' has been designed. it is Bharathidasan who
has been responsible in creating social awareness among the Tamils in
ihe matters related to caste, religion feminism and social imbalances.

The present anthology consists of 100 poems of Bharathidasan and
these poems have been translated intc English and other Dravidian
anguages such as Teiugu, Kannada and Malayalam.

it is a pleasure that a book of this kind is being released at this
Ceremonial 8th World Tamil Conference by the Honourable Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu Puratchi Thalaivi Dr.d.Jayalalitha.

i appreciate the sincere efforts of the Director of The International

Institute of Tamil Studies in bringing out the translated Volumes to fulfil
the dream of Bharathidasan.
‘new talents and ancient pride!
this day
You shall render service to Tamil
in every sort of departinent
awakening in a spur!

(Prof. K. PONNUSAMY)
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Dr. 8.5. KAMAR ILANGO International Institute of
Director Tamil Studies
Madras - 800 (i3

PREFACE

Bharatidasan is the posetic descendant of Bharati wi
his poetic versatality sang for the welfare of this world. K
could be considered as a gun in condemning ine 5o
Bharatidasan could be said to be a canon. in
Bharatidasan sings as follows:

i shali knock down

the poverty, the darkness;

il kick away

all by myself

the mountainous group

of enemies;

Oh, Tamil, you are

the blacksmith’s workshep of arms
where | am a soldier; »

“On, Tamil, the bestower of sweet things,
You are a forest of flowers
Where { am a bee

in the above verse Bharatidasan compares Tami to a forest
of flowers and himseif to .be a bee in it. He also considersd
himself as a soldier who destroys the group of enemies. Bharali
had only one follower, but Bharatidasan had many.

In the twentieth Certury poems one finds the influence o
Bharatidasan more than that of Bharati. ’

He, in order to create a gclden era made an efiort throu
his poems which depict the abclishment of caste and religion,
socialist regime, eradication of the slavery of women, development
of Tamil Language and deveiopment of Tamils.
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