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FOREWORD

The International Institute of Tamil Studies is proud of
publishing the book titled GODA DEVI GEETHA MALIKA. It is
a Telugu translation of the Tamil version of Nachiyar Thirumozhi.
Andal composed Nachiyar Thirumozhi (the sacred speech of the
queen) in 143 stanzas consisting of invocations to Kama the God of

. love etc. The translation is meticulously done by Selvi Dr. P. Uma,
M.A., Ph.D., an eminent scholar and specialised in Telugu
Translation of Tamil Classics. She has to her credit the earlier
Telugu translations such as Thiruppavai titled Bharatha Manjari.
This Institute also published her Telugu Translation of
PAZHAMOZHI NANOORU during 2002.

In this book, 143 pasurams of Nachiyar Thirumozhi
rendered by Andal have been translated in poetical form taking a
musical metre having lengthy lines of twelve in each poem. Besides,
the musical tunes are also noted then and there. Apart from this, an
explanatory note is given at the end of each poem and the underlying
philosophy is also excelled by the translator which is noteworthy to
mention here.

These poems are classified into three parts for easy
reference. The philosophy of nature, philosophy of love and the
ultimate reality are the core essence of the original text.are clearly
carried in the Translation.

I hope that the Telugu knowing population will receive and
enjoy the fruit of the text.

Our whole hearted appreciation is always for our Chairman
Hon’ble Minister for Education, Govt. of Tamil Nadu,

Thiru. S. Semmalai and also to Thiru. P.A. Ramaiah, LA.S.,
iii



Secretary 1o Government, Tamil Development-Culture and
Hindu Religious Endowments Department and Thiru.
T. Chandra Sekaran, I.A.S., Additional Secretary to
Government, Tamil Development-Culture Department for their
overwhelmed encouragement in all the developmental efforts of
this Institute. I am sincerely grateful to the Director of Tamil
Development Dr. M. Rajendran for extending eligible financial
assistance to publish the Translation work.

My thanks are also to the Creative enterprises, Chennai
for the neat execution of this book.

8th July 2003 Director



INTRODUCTION

Nachiyar Tirumazhi of Tamil literature is the treasure house for Love
Philosophy, one of the vital thoughts found in Vaishnavism called
MADHURA BHAKTI. Andal, incarnation of Bhu Devi, One among the
consorts of Lord Vishnu happened to be the foster daughter of Periyalvar
alias Vishnuchita. Andal is familiarly known as Kodai in Tamil and Goda
Deviin Telugu. She rendered thirty Pasurams, in Tamil known as Thiruppavai
in an eloquent musical note in praise of her beloved God Sri’ Krishna. The
other 143 Pasurams she wrote are called Nachiyar Thirumozhi. All these are
included in the First Part of Nalayara Divya Prabandam, 4000 Devotional
Hymns written by the renowned twelve Alvars, the great pioneers of
Vaishnavism All these pasurams are recited in the Vaishnava temples
according to the Vaishnava agamas and temple rituals.

Thiruppavai gained the popularity among the devotees of Lord
Vishnu. They are recited in the Vishnu temples especially in early hours of
dawn in the Tamil month of Margazi, equivalent to the middle of December
and the first halfof January. These Pasurams has gained another importance
in the life pattern among the unmarried maids. It is a strong belief that the
maids recite these Pasurams in the prescribed time with great devotion and
faith over Lord Krishna, they are sure to procure their spouse of their wish.

Among the 147 Pasurams of Nachiyar Thiramozhi the sixth class of
the second part named as Varanam Apiram are usually sung by women at
the time of marriage function particularly when the groom comes in a
procession if the family is more attached to the vaishnava tradition.

Thiruppavai has been translated in Telugu by setting with the musical
rhythm in bringing melody of the original as far as possible and the text
was published and compiled as one of the poetic versions in the book
entitled Bhaktha Manjari 1985 by me. Now this book is the translation of
the Tamil version of Nachiyar Thirumazhi in Telugu having the title as
Goda Devi Geetha Malika. The translation is done in poetical form taking
amusical meter having a lengthy lines of twelve in each poem. Accordingly
the musical tunes are also noted here and there. In addition to this an
explanatory note is given at the end of cach poem and the underlying
philosophy is also mentioned.

For an easy reference these poems are classified into three divisions
The first part is entitled Prakruthi Dharmam means philosophy of Nature
consists of forty one Pasuranms in four classes according to the original
text. The second part is given a name as Pranaya Siddhantalu having the
meaning as Philosophy of Love. This part is comprised with seventy two
Pasurams in seven classes which are given separate names as in the original.
The third part is called Paratatva Satyamu which means Ultimate Reality.
Here in this part thirty pasurams are included with three class division.

A detailed preface is given in the beginning of the work in Telugu
where the life story of Andal, her dedicated Love of her beloved Lord, her




ritual offerings of the flower garland to the Lord and the rendering of the
pasurams are explained The gradual spiritual growth of the devotee in this
particular tradition called Madhura Bhakthi is also explained in its stages
In addition to this a brief narration is also added regarding the central
theme of the Pasurams based on the class division.

In the first part four classes are included. Among them the first ten
Pasurams are rendered in regard to the Lovegod, as Kamadevarchana
where the girls offer their prayer to Kamadeva and beseeching him to unite
them with their beloved Lord. The method of their worship is clearly
narrated. The second ten Pasurams deals with the playful pranks enacted
by Lord Krishna in his boyhood days The beloved maids hailed their Lord
in thousands of names. Hence this is named as Namam Ayiram in Telugu
as Veyi Namamulu. In the third ten Pasurams againitis a deep lamentation
of the maids t~ heir Lord to give away their clothing, when he takes them
away at the time of bathing. In Tamil this is named as Kozhi yazaippadan
Munne, in Telugu the name is given as Kodi Knyaka Munne In fourth ten
pasurams where the profound thought of Philosophy of Nature is described.
Thelliyar Palaris the name given to this and it is Nithya Baddha Mukthulu
in Telugu.

The Second part is included with seven classes Kuzhir Pattu is the
first ten where the maids send their love message to their Lord through the
bird Kukku It is Kokilanaduguta in Telugu In the second ten the sweet

. am of Andal is descirbed that her groom Lord Krishna decked as bride
-+v0m is coming in grand procession surrounded by thousands of great
elephants towards her for the divine wedlock with her. These are the popular
songs known as Varanam Ayiram. Varana Sahasram in Telugu. The next
ten Pasurams in the third class refers to the Counch of Lord Krishna which
is having the favouable occasion to absorb the sweetness of the lip folds
of Lord by staying at the side of his mouth since the Lord blows the
Counch frquently. By taking this thought the maid addresses the Counch
toexplain the perfumed sweet smell of the lip folds of their Lord and at the
same way she projects her jealous attitude towards the Counch It is
interestingly named with the title Karpuram Narumo and as Karpura
Parimalamu in Telugu. In the fourth class of the ten pasurams are about
the love message of the maid sent through the rainy clouds. The forlorn
deep feelings of the beloved soul are narrated since the separation has
become intolerable to her and quest for unity is requested here [n other
words it is called as Virahageetham, a term used uscd in the epics. This
portion is given a title Megavidu Thudu It is called ad Megha Sandesamu
in Telugu The next ten Pasurams are included in the fifth class. Andal and
her companions are anxious to get the divine union with their Lord So they
are enchanted by the beauty of nature and hails the beauty as whole by
requesting them to serve as the messenger to their Lord. The beautiful
reddish orange tint in the nature attracted them which the rainy bees and
other colorful birds and flowers used to shed the color in the blue sky So
the addressed them as Sindura Cempodi, In Telugu it is given as Sindura
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Varna Churnamu. Again the maids are maddening when they see the
(fowers and birds with black tint since they remember the black color of
their Lord. The ten Pasurams in the seventh class are concerned to this
class is given a name as Karkodal Pookkak which is believed to be in the
color of blackness In Telugu it is given a name as Karkota Puvvulu The
next ten Pasurams of the eighth class are about how Andal enjoys in her
deep feeling of love towards her beloved in herself and openly she declares
her thoughts to her mother and other elderly women that it is the duty of
them to unite to her with her lord. This enjoyable sequence is called as
Tham Ugaklam This idea is translated in Telugu as Thalluatho Nivedincuta
with a caption as Thanuga Muriyucu.

The third part is most important in which the main theme of the
poetic sence is explained The first class of this part is having ten pasurams
where Andal wished to have the omaments of her Lord, so that she can
pacify her sorrowful feelings which she got through the separation of the
lord. Here she requested to have the Garland of Thulsi which her lord
wears for ever. This ten songs are given a name as Matfriundir. In Telugu
itis given a title as Vilakshana Bhavalu The ten Pasurams in the second
class is also having the same theme of the previous. Andal requested for
the garments wore by her lord. The garland of flowers used, the flute blew
by her beloved were the things which give an immense fondness and
affection to her. So she was in want of these things. This set of Pasurams
are called as Kannan Ennum, Krishnudane is the Telugu term given for
this. The next final step she took was narrated in the last ten Posurams of
the third class in this part. Andal decides to make a move towards
Brindavanam where her beloved lord resides she seeks every ones help
and requests them to take her to her lord. Hence these Pasurams are given
aname as Vrinda Vanarthe In Telugu it is Krishna Darsanam

The Philosophy of Nature, Philosophy of Love and the Ultimate
Truth are the essence of the text, which are carried clearly in the translation.
I assure that the Telugu knowing population will relish and enjoy the text
by this translated text.

In this regard I express my deep sence of gratitude to Dr. Ramar
Ilango, Former Director, International Institute of Tamil Studies, Chennai,
for procuring permission to publish this book with the financial assistance
given by the Director of Tamil Development. Tamil Nadu. I am very much
indebted to record my heartfelt sincere and profound thanks to Dr.
S.Krishnamoorthy, The Director of International [nstitute of Tamil Studies,
Chennai for bringing this book in time and giving encouragement to me by
all times.

Dr. Selvi PUMA. MA,PhD
Principal (Retd)
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