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no doubt be asserted that the word Madura is a sanskrit
term and that it must have been introduced by the Aryans.
‘The original tamil name for the city of Madura was Kudal
(#.e) which means the act of assembling. Perhaps that
name was derived from the Tamil word or expression for
Academy Viz Kuddl or Punarkudal (&L or L.;azrrr&L_a?\

In Ceylon there is a place which goes almost by the same
name and it gives a clue to the meaning of the word
Madura. The name of the plcce in Ceylon is Mathalai

(rs%r) and 1 am inclined to think that the word Madura
stood originally as Matharai (wrge »—wor+ se»—High or
big+ground.) The capital of an Empire should naturally
be situated on an elevated ground or in a commanding
position. Again the chief city of a country or an Empire
should be regarded with great sanctity or greater venera-
tion than any other place within its limits. It should,
therefore, be Ma (ior)+tharai (ground) or the great land.
It was thus the capital of the Pandiyan came to be known

as Madura; a corrupt or aryanised form of Matharai. The

second capital Kapadapuram is undoubtedly a sanskrit

word. Thename appears for the first time in the Rama-

vanam of Valmiki. It means the city of gate. When Sug-
. riva directed Hanuman to look for Sita he asked him to

. search for her in various localities and to take the oppor-
tunity to view the golden gate of Pandiyan Capital. The

. gateway has been of exquisite workmanship in gold, but
the city itself was the very portal through which ingress
into the Pandiyan dominious appear to have been permitted.
Amongst the several names which the Pandiyan capital
bears, Alavoi (#%vari)isone and itappears tobe an elonga -
“tion of Alaivoi or the mouth of the waves (=%vari) The
city situated on the sea coast and which gives all convenia-
ence for commerce is likely to attain this dlstmctxow or
name, fromethe vulgar and then accepted as the feal name’.
by the authorities. The Barber's Bridge in Madras is an
instance on the point. When the Ayans translated the
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name as is generally the case with them, they gave the
name of Kapada puram meaning the city of portal or the
ocean gate.

20. 1 have done only with the preliminaries and now
the sites of the two ancient cities should be determined.
Considering the extent of the Empire as existed ‘then, the
Pandiyans could not have erected their metropolis at one end
of it. It must therefore have been at some central spot.
We should therefore seek for it at some point between 2,500
and 3,000 miles from Cape Comorin either towardsthe South
or the South-East, where the languages that are spoken at
present are akin to Tamil. This will naturally. take us to
some place near the large islands of the East. Indies, such
as Sumatra, Java, Celebes, Borneoand oth=rs. Asthere are
not many islands on the West and as the languages spoken
there bear no affinity to our mother tongue, any place in
that direction need not be taken into consideration. On the
Northern side of Java, there is a narrow piece of water by
name Madra strait and on further North of it there is an
island by the same name. Again on the Eastren coast of
Sarawak which is on the eastren side of Borneo there is
also an island called Madura. It is quite possible that one
of these was the ancient Madura wholly or partly engulfed
by the sea. As has already been suggested the languages
spoken in these regions go to confirm the surmise. The
spot which I assign to the ancient city of Southern Madura,
the first capital of the Pandiyans, where the first Acadeny
was started and its sessions were continued for many cen-
turies lies between Cape Comorin and Pahrulliyar (usger
efwrm). This part of the ancient world must necessarily
have heen connected with the great natural water systems
of the hoary Chinese Empire and must necessarily have
been the most fertile and verdant spot on the face of the
clobe, as described by the several ancient Tamil commen-
tators referred to above. That part of the continent which
goes by the name of Eluthenga nadu [er@p®@ sassr®) must have
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