




FOREWORD 

I desire to place on record my gratitude to the Vice- 

Chancellor and the Syndicaté of the Madras University 

for the invitation they extended to me to deliver the 

Rt. Hon’ble Srinivasa Sastri Endowment lectures for 

1955. One of the conditions of the Endowment is that 

the subject chosen should be related to Political Science 

with special reference to India. Recalling an interesting 

discussion I had with Mr. Sastri in 1930 in England when 

we were both there in connection with the Round Table 

Conference when he impressed on me the importance of 

a trained and honest Civil Service in a modern demo- 

eratic government I chose as my subject the problem 

which he had himself thus indicated. 

The first two lectures deal with the development of 

the Civil Services in different countries. I thought it 
necessary to deal with the problem historically in view 

of the general belief in India that the bureaucratic struc- 

ture is something Western which has been imposed on 

us and it should therefore be viewed with suspicion and 

distrust as a survival of the British rule in India. While 

it is true that the organisation of the present Civil Ser- 

vices dates from the British period, it is equally an un- 

deniable fact that direct administration by the Civil Ser- 

vices is more in conformity with Indian tradition than 

with the British. Further, it was also necessary to 

_ emphasise the indissoluble connection between the ad- 

ministering state and the Civil Services, as may ‘be seen 

from the history of all communities to which I a made 

brief allusion in the first lecture. 

The third lecture deals exclusively with the றா 

blems of the Civil Services today in India. It is not
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