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MANUAL OF THE TRICHINOPOLY DISTRICT.

8 Ayakat (Trrignble Arca). Carrer 1.
. - —| GENERAL
» | Names of Channels, E g Government. Indm. Fratures, &o.
=] o a
.
Zig Za E | Extent. |Asscssment.| Extent. |Assessment.
: ACRES. CTS. | RS. A. |ACRES. CTS.| RS. A.
1| Uyyakondén ° 89 |16,457 21 [91,761 5| 2,179 25| 5336 O
2 | Elanda Vattalai 7 1,919 82 |10,100 12 T4 19 8
3| Ayyan Vaykkis .. | 66 9,855 43 (54,136 6 518 21 | 1,983 15
4| Peravaly do. .o 97 12,964 59 (48,815 10 701 27 | 1,448 12
6 | Nittu do. te 16 3,335 356 (18,72 14 123 85 33 9

The principal tanks are Kattappar with an ayakat of 498 acres,
paying a yearly assessment of Rupees 1,562; Kiliyir, ayakat 808
acres, assessment Rupees 2,039 ; and Vélavandénkéttai, the tank
into which the Uyyakondan channel finally flows, ayakat 654
acres, assessment Rupees 2,150. Statement No. 4, given in the
appendix, shows the extent of land cultivated under each source of
irrigation, and the assessment charged on it.

The following statement shows the revenue derived from each Revenue.
of the different sources in Trichinopoly Taluq for the last five

years i—

Tes Fasli 1281, Fasli 1282,] Fasli 1283,| Fasli 1284,] Fasli 1285,
el 1871-72. | 1872-73. | 1873-74. | 1874-75. | 1875-76.
RS. RS, RS, RS. RS.
d Revenue e 4,07,180 4,30,737 | - 4,27,5660 4,34,786 4,373,844
¥ iscellinecous =3 23,368 21,217 15,476 | 22,100 23,522
“} Abkin iy T 89,300 98,100 98,100 98,100 | 35,060*
Stampa e hny - 3,667 4,638 22,900 27,806 33,184
Road Fund .. .. 31,560 31,776 31,902 | 31,604 31,463 I

The South Indian Railway runs across the taluq from-west to Communi-
east, the stations on it being Blamandr, Trichinopoly Fort, c*tons.
Trichinopoly Junction, and Tiruvarambér. Of the two stations in
Trichinopoly itself the former is close to the native part of the
town, while the latter is at no great distance from the cantonment
where the European residents live. The same railway also enters
the taluq at its south-western extremity and runs through it as
far as Trichinopoly Junction, the only station on this portion of
the line in this talug being Kolattir.

The following are the principal roads in the taluq: Road
No. 3, the Madras trunk road, runs from Trichinopoly almost due

* This refers to toddy alone, as, since Fasli 1284, the right to vend arrack
throughout the whole district has been sold in one farm, and as it is therefore impossi-
ble to show the revenue derived on account of the sale of this commodity in each
tulug.
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Madras trunk road to Trungalar, the head-quarters of an 8. P. G,
Mission.. Road No. 8 runs from Trichinopoly to Pudukéttai
Only six miles of this road are in the Trichinopoly Distriet, and
these are metalled and kept in good order. TRoad No. 6 extends
from Trichinopoly to Combaconum, vie Sarkirpilayam. Of this
road only five miles run through Trichinopoly Taluq, while the rest
ig in Tanjore District. Road No. 28 passes from Trichinopoly to
Alliturai, a village to the south-west of the head quarters of the
district. It is hoped that funds may be provided in time to
enable the Local Fund Board to push on thisroad as far as Tdga-
malai, a village in Kulittalai Talug on Road No. 25.

The only public bungalow in the taluq at present is the one
in the Trichinopoly cantonment, which isunder the management
of the Municipality. Three other buildings, formerly used as
public bungalows, situated at Tuvdgudi on the Tanjore road, at
Samayapuram on the Madras trunk road, and at Ndgamangalam
on the Madura road, ave at present under the charge of the Public
‘Works Department. The question of transferring these build-
ings to the Local Fund Board is under the consideration of
Government. In addition to these there was formerly a public
bungalow at Sirugambir, not fav from the upper anicut, but, as
it is off the line of road, it is of no use; and for this reason the
Local Fund Board in 1877 declined to take over charge of it. It
is now rapidly falling into ruins.

Weelkly fairs are held at the following places in Trichinopoly
Tatuq: at Uraiyirin the Trichinopoly Municipality every Sunday ;
at Tuvigudi and Pirattiyir on Monday; and at Kolattir on
Tuesday ; at Puliytr, Sirugambir and in a tope in Sirudaiyar,
-on Road No. 4, close to the Lélgudi Deputy Tahsildar’s Office on
Friday ; and at Samayapuram and Iluppir every Saturday.

CuarTer I,

(GENERAL
FeaTunes, &c.

Public
bungalows.

Fairs and

markets.

The most important towns and villages in the taluq are Principal

Trichinopoly, population 73,893 ; Srirangam, population 11,271 ;
Lélgudi, population 4,355 ; Pullambadi, population 3,371 ; Iluppiir,
population 2,968, and Mannachanellir, population 2,960.

A lengthened account of the capital of the district is not neces-
sary here, as all the information that it has been found possible to
collect regarding its past history is given in Chapters VI to IX, and
asan account of its present condition, together with a summary of
the efforts that have been made of late years towards the improve-
ment of the town, are given in the chapter on the municipalities
in the district. Trichinopoly Fort is situated on the right bank of
the Cauvery, about a mile south of that river, and at a distance in a
direct line of 56 miles from the sea at its nearest point. The
fort is a rectangular figure, measuring about a mile hy half a mile.

towns.

—Trichi-
nopoly.




































MANUAL OF THE TRICHINOPOLY DISTRICT. 19

of tanks, some of which are of considerable size, in this division; OCuarrszI.
but they are, as a general rule, much silted up and in bad order, _ GENERAT
and, owing to the deficiency of their water-supply, it would not FE“E’&Q
pay to repair them. Only a small portion of the ayakat under

these tanks is, as a rule, cultivated, and of the crops sown a large

paxt is withered every year. The cultivators are a hardy race, but

they are miserably poor and have been impoverished by frequent

bad seasons. In fact a good season in Manapparai, either for the

dry crops or the wet under tanks, is a very rare occurrence.

Statement No. 4, given in the appendix, shows the extent of
land under the several sources of irrigation in the taluq, and the
assessment charged on it. ,

The rate of assessment charged on wet lands in the talug Rates of

range from 1 Rupee to Rupees 6-8-0 per acre, the greater portion asgcssment.
of the irrigated fields under the Cauvery being charged Rupees 5,
5-8-0, or 6, while those under the Ambrévati are assessed at Rupees
9-8-0. The rates on dry lands vary from 14 Annas to Rupees
9-12-0, almost one half of the lands of this nature in the talug
being charged only 6 Annas per acre.

The following table gives the revenue derived from the Revenuo.
different sources in the Kulittalai Talug for the last five years :—

i Fasli 1281,| Fasli 1282,| Fasli 1283, Fasli 1284,) Fasli 1285,
tems. 1871-72. | 1872-73. | 1873-74. | 1874-75. | 1875-76.
RS. RS. RS. RS8. RS,

Land Revenue ..| 1,78,172 | 1,85,65¢ | 1,86,419 | 1,85,367 | 1,85,720
Miscellapbous .| 23,834 12,315 9,686 | 10,399 11,630
Abkéari Soh ie | 12i500 11,104 | 11,100 11,100 2,030°
Stamps ve .| 9829 | 11,460 | 15,263 | 18,112 | 24,361
Road Fund .. ..| 22,937 18,620 | 22,633 [ 22,081 21,737

; J

The Kulittalai Taluq is on the whole well provided with roads Communi-
and other means of communication, and is especially fortunate in “*4°%
being traversed in two directions by & railway. The line from
Erode to Trichinopoly runs through the taluqg from west to east,
and has stations within its limits at Katalai, LAlfpéttai and
Kulittalai. The southern portion of the South Indian Railway
crosses the taluq from north-east to south-west, running through
the Manapparai Division. The stations on the line in Kulittalai
Talug are Manapparai and Vaiyampatti. The following are the
roads at present kept up in the talug: Road No. 11, from Trichi-
nopoly to Karir, known as the Karir road, crosses the taluq
from east to west, running through the Kasbah station. This
road is metalled and bridged throughout. Road No. 25, from

* This cefers to toddy alone, for the reason already given.
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base, it exhibits a mass of irregular white streaks, from a few lines
to two or three inches in thickness, preserving an irregular paral-
lelism to each other and never intersecting. No organic structure
is perceptible in these streaks to the naked eye, and the rock shows
no tendency to break along them in preference to any other
direction ; but an occasiorial weathered surface shows that they are
corals of various species of Astrea, seen in section, evidently in
situ, and embedded with the rock on which they successively grew.

Cuartrn 1L

GEoLoay
AND So1vns.

The total length of the Tiruppaittr Ridge is about half a mile. Form and

Tt is divided in the middle by a small nullah, and in the interval

extent of the
Tiruppattdir

are deposited some soft grey shales much resembling those of the Ridge.

plant-beds, but which appear to belong to the Uttattir Group. On
the western half of the ridge they lap round the base, and are seen
in a small field drain resting against the highly inclined face of
the rock at angles of 20° to 30°, with one or two lenticular calcare-
ous bands at their base, enclosing a few pebbles of the limestone.
About fifty yards from the limestone they are covered up by the
coarse conglomerate that occursat the base of the Trichinopoly
Group, and this latter also is full of pebbles and boulders of the

limestone. Inthe interval between the two main divisions of the

ridge, a small isolated boss of the limestone, which has probably
been separated from the main ridge by denudation, is exposed in
a little gully which outs through the Uttattiir shales, and the
latter are clearly seen dipping away in all directions from the
boss. Passing to the north-east along the boundary of the
'ﬁttﬂttrﬁr Group, we meet with a few masses of limestone similar
to that above described on the old Madras road not far from

Neykulam, close to an old ruined temple. So far as can be made Neykulam
out, these appear to be surrounded by the Uttattir clays, which Bidee-

odeur quite at the base of the group, and are exposed in the
gullies close by. Their relations are not, however, very clearly
seen, as the limestone only is visible, except in one instance,
projecting above the soil. ;

Again, about a mile to the north-east of Karai in the Perambaltir Kérai Ridge.

Taluq, & prominent ridge of limestone is met with, part of which
_presents the characters of the coral-reef limestone, and part evidently
belongs to the Uttatttir Group: The ridge, which rises some 20
cr 30 feet above the average level of the soft shales around it, runs
at right angles to the general strike of the Uttatttr beds, the
limestone beds of the latter having been deposited around a ridge
similar to that of Tiruppattir, and concealing a great part of its
surface. The coral-reef limestone is thus only exposed at its
western extremity, where the Uttatttr beds have heen removed by
denudation, and where it rests apparently on some caleareous
shales, the relations of which are by no means clear. It is full of
corals, principally of various forms of Astreade, among which a
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trace it out, and which is yet of such magnitude that it is only after Ciarrea II.
the constant repetition of such failures that he can convince himself Gzoroey
that he has to deal with the local irregularities of a drifted deposit. > 2™
The difficulty. of gaining a clue to the real state of things is the

greater that, in the area within which these irregularities are the

greatest, fossils are scarce, and those met with are by no means
ohmoj}eﬁﬂﬁ(\, belonging to such species as are either common to

other groups, ‘or so closely resemble Uttattir and Ariyalir species,

that, without & more critical knowledge of them than can be gained

in the field, it' is impossible to accept them with confidence as
indicative of the Trichinopoly Group. As regards lithologic
character, there is but little to distinguish these from the under-

lying Uttattir beds, or from the lowest beds of the Ariyalir Group,

except in one peculiarity which the conglomerates of the Trichi-

nopoly series have in common with the Ariyalir beds, but which

ie not met with in those of the Uttattir Group.

A broad band of barren stony ground, marked with conspicuous Peculiarity
ridges of bare rock, pink and glittering with abraded quartz and ﬁ;’;f}'ﬁam
felspar, stretches for many miles along the north flank of the allu- Ariyalar
vial valley of the Cauvery, its course coinciding with that of the izfg}"m"'
river and of the gneiss folia and bedding over the whole of the low
country between the Kollimalais and the hills in the Madura
Distriet: - * Of the rocks composing this ridge ‘no fragments have
been met with in the conglomerates of the Uttattir Group, which
consist exclusively of the debris of the gneiss and coral-reef lime-
stone, and it is probable that the Uttattir sea therefore stretched
far up the present Cauvery valley, and that, if the granite was
exposed anywhere in the land of the epoch, it must have been too
far away to the westward to admit of recognizable traces of it being
carried to the existing deposits of the area. The faulting which
occurred at the close of the Uttattéir period must have brought,
this ridge above the level of the sea ; and accordingly the conglo-
merates of both the Trichinopoly and Ariyalir Groups are full of
pebbles of felspar, quartz, and the granite itself, and also of the
highly-foliated hornblende schists which are associated with the
granite, and do not ocour elsewhere in the neighbourhood. In the
two later groups, also, frequent masses of looge unstratified gravel,
composed almost exclusively of granitic debris, are found ; and in
some places beds of rolled pebbles, almost without any admixture
of finer materials, composed of the quartz of this rock mixed with
gneiss pebbles, and closely resembling in its features of accumu-
lation an ordinary recent shingle-beach. The greater part of the
Trichinopoly beds, however, consist of fine sands and clays with
infiltrated kunkur much resembling those which constitute some
of the southern Uttatér beds, and bands of limestone of the
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some of the most marked varieties of the gneissose rocks in the CuavreeIIL
distriet. GroLoGy
: - AND SorLs.

b. Crystalline Limestone.—This rock 18 of rare occurrence —

in this district, being found only at a few places. It may be seen
at Neyvéli on the left bank of the Ayyér, in the Musiri Talug,
*and at Kallupatti in the Kulittalai Talug. In the same falug
bands of limestone, extending over a length of more than 12 miles,
and stretching far into the distriet of Coimbatore, are to be
found. Fourof these bands may be seen at a spot about 16 miles
sotith of Kardr. From this point they stretch in continuous lines
in an east north-east direction to a large boss of gneiss, around
whith two of the limestone bands make a slight bend or curve and
then pursue their original course, although occasionally covered up
and concealed by alluvium and gneiss debris to a point south-
west of Kirandr in the Kadavir Zemindédri. A great number of
small bands eross the old boundary bank between the districts of
Coimbatore and Trichinopoly, but these are eventually united into
thicker beds or spread out into rocky surfaces of thirty or forty
yards in width, which disappear beneath the alluvial deposits of
the two streams running to the north, and reappear as a nearly-
equal number of beds crossing the country further to the east.
Two beds also occur about two miles to the north-east of these at
Kirantr, one of which was traceable only for a mile or soin a
continuous line.

Variations in the color and texture of the limestone in this Color and
locality are pretty frequent. Nearly pure white marble, both fine f;;t:{:; n';f
and coarse-grained, was observed lying immediately round one
side of a boss of gneiss noticed in this part of the country, while on
the opposite side was a largely crystallized variety, in which
separate crystals of carbonate of lime (calcite) were easily distin-
guishable, generally of a pink color. A beautiful pink variety,
admirably adapted for marble slabs on account of its close texture
and absence of folia of foreign minerals, is of frequent occurrence
in several bands. KEast of Kirantr also there is a bluish-colored
band:

Other minerals, such as chlorite and \mica, enter more or 1ess 1,uded
into the eomposition of most of the limestone of this part of the mincrals.
country, but in some beds these are very rare and sometimes totally
absent. AWVhen ocourring to any extent, they form laming running
through the mass of the rock. Chlorite occurs largely in some of
the pink limestone, dotting the surface with bright green, while
glittering scales of yellow mica replace this mineral in the white
varieties of the limestone. Deta.c%]d pieces of gneiss and nests
of quartz sometimes occur enclosed in the limestone, but these are
very rare, ' :
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faétgre_d from this plant is imported into Trichinopoly, but it is not Cwarrzr 111
cultivated there to any extent. Frora

Among other useful plants grown in the district the following spia
may be mentioned :—

Tobacco (Nicotiana tabacum) (Tam. Pugaiyilai) is grown t0 & Tobacco.
considerable extent in Kulittalai Talug, to a less degree in Musiri,
Perambalur, and Udaiyarpalayam, and scarcely at all in Trichino-
poly. The total number of acres cultivated with it in Fasli
1285 was 1,261. The average quantity produced per acre is about
1} candies.

Tobacco is, as a rule, grown on permanently improved garden —prethod o
land, and a rich alluvial soil is that best suited for itscultivation, cultivation.
The crop requires a considerable amount of water, which is, as a
jrule, raised to it by baling from wells. Cattle-dung 1is used to

anure it. The seed is not sown broadecast in the fields, but in
eed-beds. The seeds are sown about the midcdle of October, the
eedlings transplanted towards the end of November, and the crop
enerally cut towards the beginning of the following April. As
a general rule the plant is not interfered with till it puts forth
_about ten leaves. These are then left, and all others that may
sprout out afterwards are plucked off. When these ten leaves
»ome to maturity the stem on which they are growing is cut down.
As a general rule there is no second crop. In some cases, however,
after the stems have been cut the roots remaining in the ground
\are/watered, and a fresh crop thus raised. The leaves thus grown

}u‘e, however, generally small and poor.
") The following is the account given of the mannerin which the —Method of
sbacco leaves are cured. When the leaves have come to maturity, aonca,
ne day towards evening the cultivators eut down all the plants
without, however, removing them from the fields. On the follow-
ing morning these plants are collected and put in heaps, each con-
taining twenty or thirty. These heaps are covered with varagu straw
r sugar-cane stalks. In the evening the straw is removed and the
lants are left exposed to the air till the following morning, when
hey are again covered as before. They are thus covered and
‘uncovered every morning and evening for six or seven days, when
they are taken into a house and hung in bundles of four or five
tied together with a string and fastened to the beams of the roof.
They are left thus for seven or eight days, when they are taken
down and. placed in heaps of one or one and a half yards in height'
and covered with straw, weights being placed on the top of them.
'On the fourth day these heaps are opened and the plants changed
to a different spot, when they are again covered and lighter weights
placed on them. This is done four times, and the leaves are then
taken off from the several stems and strung together in bundles of
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Madura. The tree most met with in it is the Aeacia plenifrons.
There are also a few satin-wood trees. The Panjamtangi Reserve is
another hill in Kulittalai Taluq near Kalpatti and about 2§ miles
to the east of the line of }'a.ilway. The principal tree to be found
in it i1s the Acacia planifrons. The Minnakkaradu Reserve is a
small hill close to Panjamtingi, about a mile from the railway.,
The Tuvagudi Reserve is in Trichinopoly Talug, about, 10 miles from
Trichinopoly on the Tanjore road, and at a distance of about 2
miles from the railway. The principal trees in it are the Aecacia
Arabica and Acacia leucophlea.

The following is a list of the plantations in the distriet :—

Talu Year in :
in whlgch which the No. of Recéelpts Charges
Name of Plantations. | Planta- | Planta- | Area, | p2 O [UP fo lstjup to lst
tion is | tion was Trees. farch arch
situated.| formed. 1877. 1877.
s RS, RS,
Elamantr s TI‘IC];I- 1871 .,| 84 137,700 9,667 1,549
nopoly.
Kulittalai Ll Al 1871 ,.| 62 69,600 7,390 308
Manattattai v || Rulit- 1874 ,.| 10 12,000 1,998 101
Sittalvia o+ | Ptalai 1871 .| 110 128,400 6,119 387
Sckkanam Al 1 1874 ..| 924 | 84,000 | 1,961 | 68
Kattalai v lille) 1871 ..| 52 45,240 6,041 151
Kulaménilkkam weili) " 1874 ..| 84 78,615 2,804 221
Araimaniikmichi .. 1874 .. 3823 28,492 1,278 176
Kiraippikkam .« [ | Udai- 1874 ..| 29 25,882 897 26
TirunvénganGr o | pydrpa-|< 1874 ,.| 14 12,180 b76 130
Virappankurichi .. !|layam,| | 1874 .. Hﬁg 83,085 972 93
Sittambadi St 1874 ..| 30 26,752 951 47
Pudar il | 1874 ..| 86 149,640 276 275
e 7833 776,486 | 41,004 4,048

Most of the tracts planted are padugai lands along the banks
of the Cauvery and Coleroon, and, as they are often flooded when
there are high freshes in the rivers, the ground is seldom very dry,
planting is easy, casualties are few, the growth of the trees is
rapid, and the plantations are a decided success. The trees princi-
pally grown in the plantations are the Acacia Arabica and Casua-
rina, but there is also a mixture of Inga duleis, Albizsia Lebbek,
Dalbergia sissu, Azadivachte Indica (Nim), and Eugenia jam-
bolana. It 18 anticipated that the plantations can be felled over
every five or six years, but, as the oldest of them are now only a
little over four years’ growth, it has been considered too soon yet
to commence experimental fellings.?

In 1876 the Conservator of Forests recommended that the
Pachamalais should be handed over to the Forest Department, and

(2) Annual Report on the administration of Forest Department for 1876-77,
paragraph 86.
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Taluq occasionally marked outbreaks have been known. The Crarren IV.
Pachamalai Hills also have an ill-fame for the prevalence of this Crmars,
disease. On the other hand, in the Central Jail T have not rarely D"“"A™ &¢-
seen severe types of remittent fever, the subjects having no history
of previous aftacks, whilst nothing to which the source of malaia
can be attributed is known in the neighbourhood. An indigenous
enlarged spleen is nearly unknown. Such cases, when they have
come to my notice, have always been imported from other districts.

Quinine is largely used by Native vydians, and indeed is one :thif“
of the two English preparations in which they possess implicit ~“* L)
faith (the other drug being chlorodyne). Others during the cold
stage use decoctions of stimulating spices, and bedaub the head
with preparations of garlic during the hot stage. Drugs are some-
times introduced into the ear. :

Acute rheumatic fever occurs occasionally, but on the whole is Rheumatism.
a medical curiosity. Sub-acute rheumatism and affection of solitary
joints are of common occurrence.

Undoubted cases of typhoid fever have occasionally come to Typhoid
notice. Thus in 1874-75 and 1876 this disease appeared amongst """
both Natives and Europeans. In East Indians I have seen charac-
teristic typhoid spots appear not only on the abdomen, but also on
the dorsal aspect of the hand,

Although during the famine of 1876—78 (the most probable Relapsing
time for their appearance) I was on the constant out-look for these %E’;;};m s
diseases, I have never seen a case of either.

./ From the records in my possession since the year 1857, I find Small-pox.
that this disease has been absent from Trichinopoly in only one year.

Indeed no other result than its constant presence can be looked for,
“when it is remembered that its appearance is esteemed by Natives

as a visitation sent by the goddess Méri, which it would be impious

to attempt to resist. With a system such as this what is to be
expected ? Small-pox, once introduced, is to be checked partially

by vaccination, and entizely only by the exhaustion of supply

of subjects likely to });:, witected by its influence.®

This class ef disease is exceedingly common among the Natives Venereal

of this district,and has apparently existed to its presemt extent discascs.
for ypars past The result upon the mass of the people is most

—

F.]

\J% Vaccination is fairly well received by the Natives, especially the poorer
classesiwho are induced to submit to it by the batta of 2 Annas allowed for each
Derson,, Any objections that caste Natives, Brihmans and the well-to-do classes,

7 mi_gh* rge towards preventing the access of the goddess Méri to their bodies, are
fm{‘ put sside by the fact of it being necessary for them to produce a certificate
Olf;vnccinaﬁon when applying for public employment.
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elapsed since the settlement, the colections were i1l Rupees 1,47,305 CnarrreXII.
below what was realized in the year previous | / its introduction.!® Revesvs
Much has been written regarding the failure of ‘¢ revenue to show %.I;:Tr“}‘f[
that clasticity that was expected, and many caus - have been assigned —
for the disappointing result. In lis Settlem nt Report for Fasli

1281 (1871-72) the then Collector of the dist' «t, Mr. Pennington,

showed that the land revenue had fallen ! ipees 38,340 when
compared with the previous year, Fasli 1280 !870-71), or Rupees

1,569,533 when compared with that of the year ! mediately preceding

the settlement, and ascribed this fall to laxge rc iinquishments of land

caused by a failure of rain in August:18. . Explanation was

called for, and Mr. Pennington reported at Ic .gth on the subject to

the Board.’® In their Proceedings reviewin r the Collector’s letter

the Board observed that the year regarding which explanation had

been called for, Fasli 1281 (1871-72),'show d much greater relin-
quishments of land than usual, smaller acqui ‘tions, aud less second-

erop cultivation. The Collector had explain ! that the Jand was so

lightly assessed that the cultivators were continually tempted to

take up more than they could manage. 1" . was specially the case
immediately after ¢he new settlement v .s introduced, and the

oceupied area was being gradually reduced in consequence. It rose

from 727,000 acres in Fasli 1273 to 80¢ 100 acres in Fash 1274,

the settlement year. Since then it ha< visen to 1,032,000 acres,

and it was then 993,000 acres. Another “+ason for large relinquish-

ments “was that the cultivators were in ‘e habit of throwing up

land for the years during which it vt lie fallow. These two

causes were permanent, but the chief < ase, viz., the failure of rain

in August 1871, was temporary. The: is, it was said, saw reason

to expect a bad season and gave up ¢ 1 land knowing that they

would be eble to get it again il .o season tuwrned out to bo
favorable. The Board were dispos o think that the difference

of revenue in Faslis 1280 and 1281 ..., Rupees 38,348, had been
sufficiently accounted for and nec iuse no alarm, especially as

the effect of the discovery of conce: « ! cultivation by Mr. Banbury

was still felt in Fasli 1281.

As regards the large decren: Tt had taken place since the
settlement, the Board remarked . from Fasli 1259 to Fasli 1268
the revenue was not stationary. . 1 even declined a little. Faslis
1269 to 1273 were years of risi: ces and exceptional prosperity, so
that the rapid increase from  'wkhs to 16} lakhs was not to be

(15) The collections under Lo~ < venue and Land Revenue Miscelluneous for
Fusli 1273 (the year hefore the ient) were Rupees 16,04,103-10-11, and for
Fasli 1285 Rupees 15,46,798. 17 . compared these two years und excluded Fasli
1280, asin that yeur the distri o 1o« considerihle extent from famine.

(16) Letter from Collector ¢ 1, No. 31, of 24th March 1573,
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Mr. Fergusson has given it as his opinion that this building uar. XXI.

far surpasses the larger temple in the same island in beauty as an
architectural object. * * The first gateway of the outer enclosure,”
-he says, “1is not large, but it leads direct to the centre of a hall
containing some 400 pillars. On the right these open on a tank
fed by a pervetual spring, which is one of the wonders of the place.
The corresponding space on ‘the .left was intended to be occu-
pied by the 600 columns requisite to make up the 1,000, but this
never was completed. . Between the two gdpuras of the second
enclosure is a very beautiful portico of cruciform shape leading to
the door of the sanctuary, which, however, makes no show externally,
and access to its interior is not vouchsafed to the profane. The
age of this temple is the same as that of its great rival, except
that, being all of one design, it probably was begun and completed
at once, and, from the simplicity of its parts and details, may be
- earlier than the great buildings of Tirumalla Néyak. If we
assume A.D. 1600, with a margin of ten or fifteen years either
way, we shall probably not err much in its dates’* '

Mr. Fergusson is not quite correct in his enumeration of the
pillars in the large hall. There are in reality 796 of them, and if
to these those round the little tank that adjoins the hall are added,
of which there are 142, the total reaches 938. There are five
enclosures in the building. Of these the first or inner one, in which
the Vimana is, measures 123 feet by 126 feet, with a wall 30 feet
high round it. The second is 306 feet by 197, with a wall 35 feet
high. There is-a goépura 65 feet high in this enclosure, and
several small mantapams. The third enclosure is 745 feet by 197,
surrounded by a wall 80 feet high. There are two gépuras in it,
in height 73 feet and 100 feet respectively. There is a cocoa tope
in this portion of the building, in which there is a small tank and
temple, to which the image from the great Vishnu pagoda in the
Srirangam island is brought for one day in the year. The hall
and tank described by Mr. Fergusson are in the fourth enclosure,

which measures 2,436 feet by 1,493. The wall surrounding it is

35 feet in height and 6 feet in thickness. The fifth or outer enclosure
contains four streets of houses. There isa small gépura over the
western entrance, which, there is little doubt, is not more than from
fifty to seventy years of age. i

There are a number of inseriptions to be found in various parts
of the building. They are, however, of no great use from a his-
torical point of view, as they are simply aceounts of grants of land
made to the pagoda from time to time, and as they are, with one
exception, without, dates. One of them, however, is stated to have
been written in the year SélivAhana S. 1403 or A.D. 1481-82.
If this inscription can be relied on, we must conclude that the

-  (4) History of Indian and Eastern Architecture, page 365.

ANCIENT

Texrirs, &c.
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