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saleable. While he was in England, I once arranged to pack and 

send some provisions, pickles, and other food preparations from 
Kumbakonam to England, but being war time they did not reach 
him in good condition. 

THE LAST TIME I SAW HIM 

On his return from England he was put up in Venkata Vilas 

in Luz. Perhaps it was the house of late Mr. Ramachandra Rao 

or his son-in-law. I went to see him from Kumbakonam, on my 

way to Samalkot where my brother Subramanian was, with a 

bunch of plantain fruits grown in the backyard of my house 

which he used to relish much. He was not the original Rama- 

nujan. He could not even speak and his illness had made him 

peevish. That was the last time I saw him and a year or so later 

during which I was bed-ridden after a big operation in my leg in 

1920, my uncle read from ‘ The Hindu’ that Ramanujan was dead. 

That gave us a shock. Ramanujan after his return had no doubt 

come to Kumbakonam for a change, but it was painful to see him. 

Before he left for England, he was of a religious type, god-fearing 

with a devotion tc Goddess Namagiri. He used to visit often a 

small Anjaneya temple in Karuppur some two miles east of 

Kumbakonam and would on occasions go to Gunasekharam 

(Elamanur) near Trichi and would advise persons with some 

mental ailments to go and stay in Gunasekharam for some time. 

After his return from England, however, he had completely 

changed and he, it appears, told my eldest brother Mr. M. M. 

Ganapathy when he mentioned about gods and temples, that it 

was foolish talk, and they were only devils. 

His life was a tragedy and I should say affected our fortunes 

also as his letters to my brother S. M. Subramanian would 

indicate. He had the greatest love and affection for us and 

particularly for me much more than what he had for his own 

brothers. I often used to visit his mother both at Triplicane and 

at Kumbakonam. Long after-he passed away and as late as 1935-40 

when we were livingzin No.<5, ‘S. MeV. Koil Street, Triplicane, 

his mother often used to come to our house and console herself 

by seeing us and/say she was feeling’ as though she was seeing 

her son Chinnagami (Ramanujan) himself.
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