


























CHAPTER L.

THE TRIBES AND CASTES OF RAJPUTANA.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE RULING RAJPOOT TRIBES AMONG THE RAJPOOT STATES., NATURE OF
THE GOVERNMENT OF A RAJPOOT CHIEF. THE AGRIOULTURAL CLASSES. BHUMIA
TENURES. THE CUSTOM OF GAVELKIND. THE WORSHIP OF THE SNAKE. SACRED AND
CELEBRATED PLACES IN RAJPUTANA:—THE PUSHKAR LAKE; THE DARGAH AT AJMERE :
THE GREAT MOSQUE AT AJMERE; THE TEMPLE AND MONASTERY OF DADU PANTH AT
BARAHNA, NEAR THE SAMBHAR LAKE; THE OLD ROYAL PALACE AT AMBER, IN JEYPORE
THE GUTTA; THE OBSERVATORY AT JEYPORE; THE SILLA DEVI TEMPLE; THE AMBER-
KISWAS SHRINE; THE MONASTERY AND SHRINES OF THE DADU PANTHIS AT NARAINA :
THE TRIPOLIA; JAIN TEMPLES AT SANGARER; THE CHARAN-PADH; THE SHRINES AT
BAIRAT; THE JAIN TEMPLE AT LADORVA; THE ANCIENT JAIN TEMPLES OF JESALMERE;
THE MAHA SUTTEE AT BUNDEE, MARRIAGE CUSTOMS IN RAJPUTANA.

- Tug country of Rajputana possesses an area of about hundred and thirty
thousand square miles, séparated into the following nineteen States, namely:—
Banswara, Bhurtpore, Bikaneer, Bundee, Dholpore, Dungarpore, Jeypore,
Jesalmere, Jhalawar, Karauli, Kishengarh, Kotah, Marwar, Meywar, Pertabgarh,
Sirdhee, Tonk, Ulwar, and Ajmere-Merwara. With the exception of Ajmere,
which is a British province, all the remaining States are independent and have
their own ruling chiefs, who aré, however, more or less controlled by the British
Government through its Political Agents. Tonk is governed by a Mahomedan
prince, Bhurtpore and Dholpore by Jats, and the remaining fifteen States by
Rajpoot chiefs. There is also a sixteenth Rajpoot State, that of Shahpore, which
is of small extent, and has no treaty with the empire. : A

At what date Rajpoots first entered Rajputana is unknown. There is reason
to believe that, at one time, the great Réthor kingdom of Kanouj once included a
portion of this tract; and it is quite certain that, at the period of the commencement
of the Mahomedan rule in Indig, the Chauhins were in Ajmere, the Rathors were
in Kanouj, the Solankhis were in Gujerat, the Géhlots were in Meywar, the
Rathors and Sodas were in the barren deserts of the north-west, and the Kachwa-
has were in Jeypore. When the Mahomedans entered India, Rajpoot kings
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were ruling over extensive tracts, extending from the Punjab to A‘?udhiya, the
ancient term for Oudh. Had these monarchs and their tribes united together
firmly, and placed themselves under one or two sagacious commanders, they WO'(I?.d
have stemmed the tide of Mahomedan invaders, and driven them back again
beyond the Himalaya mountains. Unfortunately; they were at constant feud
with one another, and hence, gradually, fell a prey to the sword of the conqueror.
In the latter half of the twelfth century a fierce war broke out between the
Solankhis of Anhalwara and the Chauhfins of Ajmere, and between the Chauhéns
and the Réthors of Kanouj. Weakened by tribal strife, and before they had
recovered themselves, these tribes were attacked by the Mahomedan invaders ; and
Shahabuddin, aided by his great lieutenant Kutbuddin, gained possession of
Delhi, Ajmere, Kanouj, and Anhalwara. !

The tribal wars of the great Rajpoot houses, and their eventual subjugation
by a foreign foe, produced the separation and dispersion of the Rajpoot. tribes,
and led to their occupying, for the most part, new territories. The Bhétis, after
many vicissitudes, settled in Ji esalmere, the Rathors in Marwar, the Sisodiyas in
Meywar, and the Jadons in the vicinity of the Chambal. These and other tribes
have experienced various fortunes down to the present time, which would be better
discussed in a history of Rajputana than in a work restricted to an account of
the individual tribes and castes. One important event, however, in regard to
these tribes must not be passed over. This is the grovwth of the Oodipore State
in the sixteenth century and its predominance in Central Tndia under its great
chief, Rana Sanga, and the complete overthrow of this Prince, and of all the
Rajpoot tribes attached to him, at the hands of Babar, in the famous battle of
Futtehpore-Sikri, in the year 1527. In consequence of this serious defeat the
Sisodiyas lost their supremacy, which passed over to the Réthors. But the
Rajpoot tribes lost their independence. Moreover, some of the chiofs entered the
service of the Mahomedan emperor, and some permitted their daughters to marry
Mahomedan princes. Up to the time of Akbar, the Rajpoot chiefs, more or less,
preserved their independence; but in a short time they lost this position and
became simply feudatories of the emperor,

When Nadir Shah entered India,

a compact was made between the three
great tribes of the Sisodiyas, Rathors

, and Kachwahas, which would have had
an important result politically, had it not been for the haughty stipulation of the
Sisodiyas that the sons of Réthor and Kachwaha chiefs by Sisodiya wives should
take precedence of sons borne by wives of other tribe

s. The consequence was,
that a feud arose, which hroke up the compact.

At the end of the last century
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of the Chauhin Héra Rajpoots, under special compact with the British Govern-
ment. Their chiefs are responsible to the head of the Héra tribe. There are also
the chiefs of Sikar in Jeypore, Nimrana in Ulwar, Fathgarh in Kishengarh, and
Kusalgarh in Banswara. Then, too, there are the Bheel chiefs of the Meywar hill
regions, and the Thakur of Lawa. Besides these minor chieftains there are
others of a still lower rank, such as the Rao of Salumbar, in Meywar, a ruler of
much influence in the Chappan. . :

Three Rajputana States are not governed by Rajpoot princes. One of these
is Tonk, consisting of six separate districts, three of which only lie within the
boundaries of Rajputana. They arve ruled by a nawab, according to the conven-
tion made with Ameer Khan in 1817. The remaining,—namely, Bhurtpore and
Dholpore,—are held by Jat chiefs. These States were not included within the
treaties of 1817 and 1818, which were of so much importance to the consolida-
tion of the other Rajputana States (a).

A Rajpoot chief rules as the head of a tribe divided into numerous clans, at
the head of which are petty chiefs, generally members of his own family, all of
whom acknowledge his sovereignty and pay him tribute, while his own authority
is only absolute over those tracts which are not in their hands or under their
control. The tenure differs in different States, but this is the general type which
it assumes. The domestic and clannish character is seen more prominently in
the western than in the eastern States of Rajputana. It will be obvious that this
mode of tenure contributes greatly to the maintenance of an extensive Rajpoot
aristocracy, and to the self-reliance, pride, and love of display, for which it is
famous. Although the smaller chiefs are obliged to pay tribute and homage, and
also to perform certain services to their paramount lord, nevertheless, their right'
to their estates and to lordship over them is indefeasible, and in some cases is
as ancient as the right of the ruling prince to the State which he governs. The
Thakurs, or great landholders, similarly claim from their dependants customary
dues or services. The clannishness of the eastern States, as just remarked, is
weaker than in the western. This arises from the fact that those provinces were
much more accessible to Mahomedan and Mahratta invaders, and hence were
brought much more under their influence than those further west. Moreover,
the former contains a much small Rajpoot population than the latter. Zalim
Singh well nigh ruined the clans of Kotah. The head of the Bundee State rules
almost absolutely, for although in that province there are several persons, relatives
of the Bundee Rajah, holding large estates, yet they have no separate jurisdiction.

(a) The Rajputana Gazetteer, Vol, I, p. 6,
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In Bhurtpore and Dholpore, the power of the chief is supreme, as it is also for
the most part in Tonk. The rule, however, is not without an exception, for
Karauli, in the east, exhibits the clannish system to perfection.

The Rajpoot population, while considerable in some States, in no State out- _
numbers all the other classes put together. The Rajpoots, however, are everywhere
first in rank and influence, and next to them come the Brahmans. The. Chérans
and Bhéts are genealogists and bards. The Jits and Gijars are agriculturists. The
Meenas, Mers, and Meos were, probably, in closer alliance than they are mnow,
and may have proceeded from the same original stock. Their traditions state
that they have partly sprung from old Rajpoot tribes. Moreover, they are, to
some extent, in intimate association with the Bheels. The Meos were formerly
Hindus, but are now Mahomedans. Some of the Bheel tribes, those of purer
blood, inhabit wild and desolate tracts, and are’semi-independent.- Other Bheels,
a rude people, have intermingled with Hindus in their villages away from the
civilization of the cities. _

Respecting the geographical distribution of the prineipal Rajpoot tribes in
Rajputana, the RAthors are most numerous in Marwar, Bikaneer, Jesalmere,
Kishengarh, and the central tracts of Ajmere. Jesalmereis under the govern-
ment of the Bhétis. The Kachwahas predominate in Ulwar and Jeypore, while the
territory in the north of Jeypore belongs to the Shekhawatis, The Chauhins,
especially the HAra tribes, are strong in the eastern States. The Deorias, also
Chauhéns, hold Sirohee. Nimrana is likewise in the hands of the Chauhéins, and
so is Kusalgarh. The Sisodiyas are paramount in Meywar and the north-west
States below the Arvalis, the head of the tribe being the Maharana of{)odipore.
The Parihars, Pramaras, "and Solankhis, once powerful tribes, are found in some
of the States, but they are few in number, and without much influence (a).

These Rajpoots of Rajputana are not so rigidly attached to caste as their
brethren in other parts, and are not very respectful to Brahmans. They eat
animal food, especially the flesh of goats and wild pigs, drink the strongest spirits,
consume opium inordinately, and are exceedingly superstitious, the poorer classes
being profoundly ignorant. With the exception of the States of Mallani and
Shekhawatee, the law of primogeniture prevails in all the States.

In some States the authority of the principal chief is of a very limited
character. For example, the Thakurs, or great landholders, of Banswara, of all
ranks, are said to possess full and entire jurisdiction within their several estates,
and will neither allow their subjects (as they are termed) to be summoned to the

(a) The Rajputana Gazetteer, Vol. I, pp. 66, 67.
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capital of the State, nor to be interfered with, or any way punished, by orders of
the sovereign prince. - .

Mr. Aberigh-Mackay, in his interesting book on the Chiefs of Central India,
makes a significant and important statement respecting many of the great Rajpoot
families at the present time. I shall quote his observations on this point: “ The
saddest thing in all Rajwarra at the present day,” he remarks, “is the condition
of the royal caste. The children of the sun and moon, the children of the fire-
fountain, seem to have forgotten the inspiriting traditions of their race, and
have sunk into a state of slothful ignorance and debauchery that mournfully .
contrast with the chivalrous heroism, the judicious and active patriotism, the
refined culture, and the generous virtue of their ancestors. The memory of a
hundred noble deeds that adorn their annals, is still fresh in the minds of all men;
and t{I}e names of many Rajpoot princes, of comparatively recent times, will
never die while a history of India remains. Rana Sanga of Mewar, enemy of
the Moghul ; Jai Singh Sewai, of Jeypore, scholar statesman, and soldier ;
Sur Singh, Gaj Singh, Jeswant Singh, the glorious paladins of Marwar,—these
are surely names to conjure with—yet they would now seem to excite but little
emulation in the breasts of many of those in whose veins their blood flows, and
who still bear their undying names. Hardly able to read or write his own
language—ignorant of all pertaining to his country, pertaining to his race, per-
taining to his State, pertaining to his sacred office as a ruler of men—the petty
Rajpoot of the present day often saunters away his miserable existence in the
society of abominable creatures that cast diseredit on the name of servant.
Besotted‘ith spirits and opium, dull, morose, and wretched, he knows nothing of his
affairs; and leaves everything to plundering ¢ managess’ and ¢ deputy managers.’
He is generally hopelessly in debt. He seldom cares for any thing but the
merest shadow of his dignity, the ceremony with which he is treated. OFf this
he is insanely jealous. That all the honours due to royalty and Rajpoot blood
should be paid him; that he should be saluted with guns, and received at the
_edge of carpets, and followed by escorts of cavalry; that his daughters should be
married at an early age to princes of higher clans than his own; that his Thakurs
should attend him at the Dassehra, and perform the precise ritual of allegiance—
all this is what he craves. It never occurs to him to consider whether he wears
his princely honours worthily, and whether those who show him the outward
observances of respect, love or honour him in their hearts. But there is reason
to believe that a new generation of Rajpoot princes is springing up, who will add
to the courtly manners of which the most degenerate Rajpoot is never destitute,
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wati is believed to reappear in this lake, not in one stream, but it five,—namely,
the Suprabha, flowing into Jyesht Pushkar; the Sudha, which enters the Madhya
~ Pushkar ; the Kanka, falling into Kamsht Pushkar; and the Nanda, flowing past
Nand; and the Prichi, flowing by Hakran. No other lake bears so sacred a
character as the Pushkar Lake, with the single exception of the Manusarowar
Lake in Thibet. An account of the legends connected with it is found in the
Pushkar Mahatam of the Padma Purina. So many Hindus are said to have
bathed in the lake after Brahmd had performed the ceremony, and to have
gone to heaven in consequence, that it became inconveniently erowded; and
therefore Brahmé, to remedy the difficulty and to stay the influx of saints
into heaven, abolished the sanctity of the Pushkar Lake, except during the
days intervening between the eleventh day of the month of Kartik and the full-
moon next succeeding. From this, or fromi other reasons, the sacred virtues
of the lake were lost sight of, until they were re-discovered by Rajal’ Nahar
Rao Parihfr, who was cured of a skin disease by bathing in its waters. He, in
gratitude, built several ghdts on the banks of the lake, and had it newly excavated
and thereby cleansed. There are five important temples in Pushkar, of com-
paratively modern date,- erected to Brahmé, Savitri, Badri Narayana, VAraha,
and Shiva Atmateswara. The ancient temples formerly here were destroyed by
the Moghal emperors, especially Aurungzebe, who raised a mosque on the site
of a temple dedicated to* Keshu Rae. The mosque is still standing. Tt is
worthy of remark that the temple to Brahmd is the only one in all India con-
secrated to the worship of that deity, who, although regarded by Hindus as
the creator, is nevertheless one of the most unpopular of Hindu divinities. The
reason of his unpopularity” is well-known, and arises from gross licentiousness, of
which, according to tradition, Brahmd was once guilty.

The fish of the lake, and the wild fowl floating upon its surface, together
with all animals within certain limits of the lake, are protected by ancient
charters. As animal life is sacred to the religious Hindu, it is a crime to take
the life of any creature either within the lake or in its neighbourhood. Not long
since the entire population around the lake was greatly excited at hearing that an
English officer had fired at an alligator. Petitions in great numbers were sent to
the Government on the subject, and the people, especially the Brahmans, yere
with difficulty appeased (@). A fair is held at Pushkar in the aatumn of every
year, when as many as one hundred thousand pilgrims are present, and bathe in

the sacred lake. g
: (a) The Rajputana Gazetteer, Vol. 1T, pp. 67—70.
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. The Dargah at Ajmere.

This is a tomb in which was buried the pir or saint Khwaja Micaiyin-ud-din
Chisti, in the year 1235, shortly before India was invaded by the Emperor Shahib-
ud-din. It is so sacred that pilgrimages are made to it. Akbar himself is said
to have performed a pilgrimage onfoot to the sacred spot. He erected a large
mosque close by. Shah Jehan also built a mosque, the materials of which were
of white marble. The edifice is still as fresh as it was on the day it was built,
some two hundred and fifty years ago. On the left of this mosque is the tomb
of the saint, a square-domed building with two sandal-wood doors, the spoils of
Chitore, and a silver arch, the gift of Siwai Jai Singh of Jeypore.

The Arhai-din-ké-jhompra, or Great Mosque of Ajmere.

This mosque, says General Cunningham, is “one of the earliest and finest
monurfients of the Mahomedan power in India. Like the great Kutb Masjid at
Delhi, the Ajmere mosque was built of the spoils of many Hindu temples, which
were thrown down by. the bigotry of the conquerors. Its very name, the ¢ shed -
of two days and-a-half," which is the only appellation by which it is now known,
would seem to point directly to the astonishing rapidity of its erection; and as this
could only have been effected by the free use of the ready dressed materials of
prostrated Hindu temples, I accept the popular name as confirmatory proof of
the actual origin of the masjid, which is amply attested by an inspection of the
edifice itself. The Great Mosque of Ajmere consists of a quadrangle cloistered
on all four sides, with a lofty screen wall of seven pointed arches forming a
magnificent front to the western side. The side cloisters are mostly ruined ; but
the whole of the seven noble arches of the screen wald, as well as the grand pil-
lared cloisters behind them, are still standing. Altogether it is the finest and
largest specimen of the early Mahomedan mosque that now exists. It is of the
same age as the Kutb Mosque at Delhi, but is considerably larger, and in very
much better preservation. Externally, it is a square of 259 feet each side, with
four peculiar star-shaped towers at the corners. The interior consists of a
quadrangle 200 feet by 175, surrounded on all four sides by cloisters of Hindu
pillars. The great screen is no less than 11} feet thick and 56 feet high. I am
inclined to believe that the two mosques must have been desigiled by the same
architect, and that even the same masons may have been employed in the decora-
tion of each.” *In the Ajmere mosque we have the earliest example of a pair of
muazzin towers in two small minars, whieh are placed on the top of the sereen
wall over the great centre arch. This arrangement was impracticable in the



SACRED AND CELEBRATED PLAGES IN RAJPUTANA. 13

Delhi mosque, as the screen wall is only eight feet thick” («). - On one of these
minars is an inscription, from which the information is obtained, that the mosque
was completed in the reign of the Emperor Altamish, or between A.». 1211 and
1236. The mosque is a vast pillared hall with five rows of columns, numbered
altogether three hundred and forty-four. Each pillar, it is conjectured, is made
up of at least two original pillars; no less than seven hundred columns are
represented by those now standing, an enormous number, equivalent, in General
Cunningham’s judgment, to the spoils of from twenty to thirty Hindu temples.
Tt is his opinion that the two great mosques of Delhi and Ajmere belong to a
higher and nobler style of art than the Saracenic architects ever reached. “In
gorgeous prodigality of ornament, in beautiful richness of tracery, and endless
variety of detail; in delicate sharpness of finish, and laborious accuracy of work-
manship, all of which are due to the Hindu masons, I think that these two grand
Indian mosques may justly vie with thenoblest buildings which the wdtld has
yet produced. In attributing the design to the Musalman architect, and all the
constructive details to the Hindu, I am chiefly influenced by the fact that the
arch has never formed part of Hindu structural avehitecture, althongh it is found
in many specimens of their rock-hewn temples ” (4).

The Temple and Monastery of Ddadw Panth at Barahana, near the Sambhar Lake.

. Dadu was the founder of a Hindu sect in the sixteenth’ century. His
Hfollowers are found in many parts of the country. Dadu died in the neighbour-
hood of the lake, and these edifices have been erected to his memory, and to
perpetuate his creed. His precepts have been recorded in a book which is held
in great veneration by his disciples. These persons eschew idolatry, shave their
heads, teach morality, and wander about in all directions preaching the doctrines
of Daddu. The head-quarters of the sect are said to be in the Jeypore State.
The armed Nagas are attached to the sect.

The old Royal Palace at Amber, in Jeypore.

For nearly seven centuries Amber was the capital of the Jeypore kingdom,
that is, from A.p. 1037 to 1728. The old palace of the great chiefs of this prin-
cipality is still standing, and commands a grand and pieturésque view of the
surrounding country. This ancient city, however, is' almost abandoned, and its
former splendid buildings are falling into ruins.

(a) Archmological Survey of India, General Canningham's Report, Vol, II, PP. 268—261,
(8) Ibid, p. 263, '
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1. The Baré Bds Brahmans of Pushkar.

The tradition of these Brahmans is, that they are descended from Parfisar,
father of Veda Vyasa, through Bhopat, who, in common belief, was a Mair. The
sewaks, or priests of the Jain temples, intermarry with the Bard Bas Brahmans,
which is a very remarkable circumstance, seeing that the Jains are not Bra.hmans,
but Vaisyas. It is needless to add, therefore, that other Brahmans dedline to hold
intercourse with the Pushkar sect.

2. The Chhotd Bis Brakmans of Pushkar.

These Brahmans are divided into the following four clans :—
1. Gaur. 3. Gujriti.
2. Sanéidh. | 4. Raj Purohit.
The Chhota, Bas Brahmans are purokits, or family priests, to the Rajaa of
Jeypore, Bikaneer, Bhurtpore, and Dholpore (a). They have no writing o tradi-
tion stating when they first came to Pushkar.

Section, 11.—Brakmans of Bikaneer.

The Brahmans of Bikaneer are chiefly of two classes, namely :—

1. Pokarna. These are ten times more numerous than any other Brahma-
nical tribe in the State. They are traders and agriculturists, and are an energetic,
hard-working people; Astrologers are of this clan.

2. Paliwil. Enterprising trading agriculturists, inhabiting twelve villages
west of Bikaneer. Many of this tribe emigrated into British territory a few
years ago.

The priests of the Darbar, or Court, as of Réithor Rajpoots generally, are
Kanoujiya Brahmans of the Szmﬁ,dhiya branch, The teachers of the Shistras
are Grour Brahmans.

Section III.—Brakmans of Karauli.

The Brahmanical tribes of Karauli are the most numerous of all the tribes
in the State. They are mostly small traders, and convey their goods from place
to place on pack-cattle. They bear various designations, such as :—

1. Bordrs or Ladenifis (carriers of merchandize). In addition to trading
they are often “ the village money-lenders, or cultivators, especially of hemp,
which they prepare in large quantities, and work up into 47 the coarse cloth of
which their packing bags are made. They carry salt from Lambar, sugar from

(a) Gazebteer of Ajmere-Merwara, by Mr, J, D, LaTouche, p. 58.
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Section. VII.— Brakmans of Jesalmere.

These belong to two classes, the Paliwhls and Pokarnas or Pushkarnas,
who are the principal sects of Brahmans in the State of Bikaneer. In numbers
the Paliwils equal the Rajpoot tribes, while they far surpass them in wealth.
Tod considers that they are the descendants of the ancient Pali or pastoral tribes
of this region. They never marry out of their tribe. They worship the bridle
of a horse (a).

The Pokarnas are numerous in Marwar, Bikaneer, and Jesalmere. As to
their origin, there is a tradition that they were formerly Beldars, and as such
excavated the Lake Pushkar or Pokar, for which service they were raised into the
rank of Brahmans, and permitted to bear the designation of Pokarnas. They .
worship the khodala, of pickaxe ().

In this State, besides the above Brahmans, there are others of the following
tribes, namely:—Sriméli, Joshi, Réjgur or Kesuria, and Gujar-gor:

Section VIIIL.—Brahmans of the Rajputana Desert.

The most numerous Brahmans of this region are Vaishnavis, who are agricul-
turists, cowherds, and to some extent traders. They are found in greatest
numbers in Dhat. Their dead are buried near the thresholds of their houses.
The tribe is also settled in Marwar, Mallini, and elsewhere.

Section IX.—Brahmans of Jeypore.

In comparison with other States in Rajputana, Brahmans are most numerous
in Jeypore, and are engaged in both secular and religious pursuits. From the
greater number of Brahmangs residing in Jeypore, we are not to conclude, says
Tod, “ that her princes were more religious than their neighbours, but, on the
contrary, that they were greater sinners” (¢). Most of the Brahmans of this
State are BAgras, an inferior order, many of whom are agriculturists. Brahmans
of a higher rank officiate at temples, or are employed in the public service.

Section X.— Brahmans of Ajmere-Merwara.

.Thes.e number nearly twenty thousand persons in this province, and enjoy
spefnal privileges in the villages, in which they hold lands free from revenue,
which they are too proud to cultivate, They are an exclusive race, and as they
eat meat, keep themselves apart from other Brahmans. ’

(@) Tod's Rojasthan, Vol. I1, p. 262,
(&) Ibia, &
() 1bid, p, 397,
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The social position of these tmbes in Rajputa;m at the present day, i
depmted in these words of Colonel Tod: * The poorest Rajpoot of this day,” he
says, “ retains all the pride of ancestry, often his sole inheritance. He- scorns to
hold the plough, or to use his lance but on horseback. TIn these aristocratic ideas
he is supported by his reception among his superiors, and the respect paid to him
by his inferiors, The honours and privileges, and the gradations of rank, among
the vassals of the Rana’s house, exhibit a highly artificial and refined state of
society. Each of the superior rank is entitled to a banner, kettle-drums pre-
ceded by heralds and silver maces, with peculiar gifts and personal honours, in
commemoration of some exploit of their ancestors ” (a).

1.  Chauhén.

The fort and city of Ajmere were founded, says the local tradition, in the
year 145 A. p., by Raja Aja, commonly known as Ajapil, descended from Anala,
the first of the Chauhfn race. ‘The Chauhdn kings reigned in Ajmere until the
end of the twelfth century. In 1193, Mahomed Ghori took possession of the
city ; but it was not finally annexed to the Mahomedan empire of Delhi until
1195, when' the country was once more invaded, and Kutb-ud-din Aibeg, viceroy
of Mahomed Ghori, fought with the usurper Hemréj, and having killed him and
defeated his army, destroyed completely the remaining power of the ancient
dynasty (b).

It is very remarkable that although the Chauhins governed Ajmere for
upwards of a thousand years, yet that so few of the tribe are now to be found
there. “ They must be looked for,” says Mr. J. D. Latouche, Compiler of the
Gazetteer of Ajmere-Merwara, ““in Hérdvati, in Ulwar, and in the desert of Nagar
Parkhar, whither they have been pushed by the Rathors, who have oceupied

their place as the ruling tribe, and who in numbers, wealth, and power greatly
~ preponderate over the other Rajpoot elans who hold land in the district” (¢).

The Chauhfns have colonies in Marwar, Bhurtpore, Jesalmere, and Mall4ani.
They have distinguished families in Looe Bah and Sanchore. The Chauhéns of
Baidla and Kotario, in the Oodaipore valley, are, says Tod, chiefs of the first rank’
The chief of Parsoli is also a Chauhén.

The Gogawat clan is descended from the famous Goga, who defended the
Sutlej in the earliest recorded Mahomedan invasion. ‘Both Goga and his steed

(a) Tod's Rajasthan—Madras Edition—Vol. I, p. 123.
(1) ‘General Cunningham's Archaological Survey of India, Vol. II, p. 258,
(¢) Gazetteer of Ajmere-Merwara, hy Mr. J. D. Latouche, p. 28,
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Jawadia are immortal in Rajasthan.’ The Gogawats are among the most ancient
tribes of the desert. : _.

The Narbhans are another clan of this tribe. They formerly had possession
of Oodaipore, which they held for a long period. 3

In Banswara are cleven Chauhin clans, three of which are as follows :—

1. Madawat.—These are of Metwala, and are a junior branch of the
Molan family. '

2. Hathyot.—This clan belongs to Arthuna, and has also sprung from the
Moléns. : :

3. Keringot.—A clan which came originally from Bankora in Dungarpore.
They have possession of the Ganora estate, : A

The tribe is numerous in Bundee. In Dungarpore eight of the principal
landholders are of this tribe.

The Chauhfins succeeded the Tuars in Malwee, and reigned there one hun-
dred and sixty-seven years. g :

Il Hira.

The Haras inhabit the country, called after them, Hérfivati, embracing the
two States of Boondi*and Kotah, and intersected by the Chumbul. = Their founder,
according to Tod, was Ishtpal, descended from Manik Rae, the Chauhén king of
Ajmere, who, A. D. 685, “ sustained the first shock of the Islamite arms.” Ishtpal
was severely wounded in battle while resisting the invading army of Mahmud of
Ghizni.  “ His limbs, which lay dissevered, as the story goes, were collected by
Stirabai ; and the goddess sprinkling them with the ¢swater of life, he arose.
Hence the name Héra, which his descendants bore, from har, or ¢ bones’ thus
collected ; but more likely from having lost (hara) Asi” (a). Boondi, the capital

of the Haras, was built by Rae Dewa, about the year 1342, by whom the country
received the designation of Hardvati.

The tribe has the following clans :—

The Hara Clans.

The Kombawat Clan—descended from %the famous Aloo Hara, son of
Har-raj. Aloo Héra had twenty-four castles on the Pathar,

The Bhojawat Clan—also descended from Aloo Héra.

The Harpalpota Clan—descended from Harpal, son of Samarsi.

e

o

.C.':

(a) Tod's Rajasthan—NMadras BEdition—Vol. II, p. 420.






