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in your letter of the 29" October last, for the
concession of the construction of that railway
on the same terms and conditions as have been
granted for the lines of Bengal and Bombay to
their respective companies.

| am now instructed to inform you that,
upon being satisfied to the capability of the
Madras Railway Company to raise a capital of
£ 500,000, the Court will be prepared to enter
into an agreement with that Company for the
execution of a railway at Madras. Referring,
however, to the present state of the money
market, the Court are of opinion that an interest
of 4 per cent upon the above mentioned capital

will be sufficient inducement to the contracting
parties to undertake the work, and they deem it
right therefore to limit their guarantee
accordingly. In all other respects the terms of
the agreement will be similar to those which are
contained in the contract with the East Indian
Railway Company, copy of which | forward for
your information.”

The guaranteed return was increased to
4% % by another communication of 7" June

11852.

All things seftled, MADRAS RAILWAY
COMPANY was registered on 26" July 1852.
A great event indeed !

Two locomotives of Madras Railway A 0-4-2 * H’ class locomotive No. 245,
built by M/s Kitson & Co., Leeds in 1877, being pulled by a shunting locomotive No. 1 of
" PW/E " 0-4-0 ST class, built by M/s Hudswell Clarke & Co., Leeds in 1905.




















































































Southern Mahratta Railway (SMR) was
formed by a contract of 14 June 1882 between
the Secretary of State, Government of India and
Southern Mahratta Railway Company. By this
contract the company was authorized to construct
rail lines in the southern part of the then Mahratta
land. Most of the construction was to be on
Metre Gauge alignment.  Southern Mahratta
Railway preferred to have its headquarters at
Hubli - Dharwar. They took lead from Bellary.
By then Madras Railway Company had built their
North West line taking off from Arakkonam to
Guntakal and Raichur connecting with the Great
Indian Peninsular Railway (GIP). Madras Railway
Company also built a 31%-mile long branch
line taking off from Guntakal to Bellary. This
section was opened for traffic in 1871. Madras
Railway Company built all these lines on Broad
Gauge alignment.

Southern Mahratta Railway’s first line was
a Metre Gauge line taking off from Bellary and
extending up to Hospet. This 40.5 mile long
line was opened for traffic on 24.03.1884.
Simultaneously Southern Mahratta Railway
Company purchased and converted the Broad
Gauge line from Bellary to Guntakal into Metre
Gauge. Conversion to Metre Gauge was
completed and opened for traffic on
16.05.1887. The Metre Gauge construction
was rapid and Dharwar was connected on
01.07.1885. The extension to Poona via Londa
became operative during 1886 —1887. SMR
was now open for traffic and junctions had been
formed with the GIP Railway at Hotgi and Poona.
In August 1889, an agreement was signed by
GIP and SMR in the matter of division of traffic
and the rates or tariff for goods.

In 1886, Mysore State Railway’s
management was also handed over to Southern

Mahratta Railway Company.

9. Southern Mahratia Railway
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Southern Mahratta Railway was a very
profitable Railway Company. The Portugese
Government decided to give the construction
contract for a railway line leading from Marmgoa
to link Southern Mahratta Railway. For this
purpose a railway company in the title “West of
India Portugese Railway”(WIPR), was formed.
The line to Marmgoa was opened for traffic on
17.01.1887. SMR and WIPR formed a junction
at Castle Rock. WIPR was built out of British
Capital on the guarantee of Portugese
Government. The understanding was that it will
get the same treatment as any other railway will
get in British territory. The working of WIPR was
also handed over to Southern Mahratta Railway

on 01.07.1902.

In 1888, SMR also took over the working
of the Guntakal Bezwada line constructed by the
State. Thus by 1888, SMR had established a
through line from Marmgoa to Bezwada
(Vijayawada). The first coast-to-coast line and
that too on metre gauge alignment!

Southern Mahratta Railway also built
Kolhapur State Railway and managed this
Railway on behalf of the Kolhapur Durbar. This
29.27 mile long line was opened for traffic on
21.04.1891. Southern Mahratta Railway took
lead from Katpadi and built Katpadi - Pakala
Section (39.48 mile) and opened it for traffic on
18.03.1891. Extension to Dharmavaram
(140.83 mile) was opened for traffic on
20.03.1892. By then construction from
Guntakal to Dharmavaram through the agency
of South Indian Railway was complete, having
been opened on 01.03.1892. In 1893, this
portion was handed over to SMR. Dharmavaram
to Hindupur (56.55 mile) section was opened
for traffic on 17.07.1893. Pakala to Gudur
(84.10. mile) section was opened in 2 spells in
1887 and 1891.









The East Coast Railway, a State entity was a major
railway line to reckon with, but with huge losses.
At this point of time, the Secretary of State
decided to divide the East Coast Railway into
two portions viz., the northern portion from
Waltair to Cuttack and the southern portion from
Madras (Washermenpet) to Waltair and hand
them over to Bengal Nagpur Railway Company
and Madras Railway Company respectively for
the purpose of maintenance and operation.

The southern portion of East Coast Railway
is 497.19 miles long consisting of 485.26 miles
of Main Line (Washermenpet to Waltair) and
11.93 miles of branches. The ruling gradient
between Madras and Krishna Canal is 1 in 200
and between Krishna Canal and Waltair 1 in
150. Madras Railway worked the line under a
contract of 31 December 1902 between the
Secretary of State and the Madras Railway
Company. The contract was to continue fill the
31¢ December 1907.

Madras Railway Company managed
the southern section of East Coast Railway
up to 31 December 1907. At that point
of time, Madras Railway Company was
amalgamated with Southern Mahratta
Railway to form a new entity “Madras &
Southern Mahratta Railway.”

The East Coast Railway (southern section)
continued to be managed from Madras initially
by Madras & Southern Mahratta Railway and
later by Southern Railway. East Coast Section
formed an important Division of the Southern
Railway titled as Bezwada. In 1966, with the
formation of South Central Railway the Bezwada
Division was transferred from Southern Railway.
This was the beginning of the process of having
smaller zones. The year 2003 saw the formation
of South Western Railway, which has been dealt
in a separate chapter.
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An Elephant helping formation of trains at Salt Cotaures near Basin Bridge Power House
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Mahatma Gandhi Special
A special train carrying the ashes of the Father of the Nation.
This train was hauled by a metre gauge steam locomotive, M-16 of SIR,
a 4-6-0 design built by M/s Vulcan Foundry Ltd., Newton-le-Willows.  This locomotive

was renumbered as M-31277 of Southern Railway in 1957.

s e W e T R o=

= =

— -A'nm.‘j-e—_-m. s
West of India Portuguese Railway (WIPR) No. IM-315, an 0-6-6-0 articulated locomotive
built by M/s North British Locomotive Co. Ltd., Glasgow in 1211. Three such
locomotives were purchased in 1911 followed by three more in 1921 by WIPR.  These
brought out the success of heavy articulated steam locomotives for mineral traffic,
5 a lesson learnt by Bengal Nagpur Railway,
|' ' by introduction of Garrat Locomotive.
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ent with oil firing system in 2003. It has been named NILGI

X-37395 after its refrofitm
works from Mettupalayam to Coonoor.


















































































































ys on 16" April 2003. The landmarks of
the Chennai Egmore Station and the

decorated and illuminated as photographed above.

Central Station,
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Southern Railway celebrated 150"
Southern Railway viz
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Mass Rapid Transit System (MRTS) built beautiful railway stations adopting new building techniques .

and state of art designs. Note two of its stations, Tirumayilai and Chintadripet in Chennai.
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Udagamandalam (Ooty) Station and the beautiful garden in the front
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Coonoor Railway Station maintains its 1897 look even after 100 years
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