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thinks it necessary to await the orders of Government, I cannot judge; but
that the evils complained of stand in need of an immediate remedy will not
be doubted.

As far as T can understand from a demi official letter (the only Communi-
cation I have received from the Political Resident) it appears to be Major
Munro’s opinion that the 'I'reaties herein referred to have been essentially altered
by the last subsidiary Treaty; but as he has not complied with my request
to be furnished with a Copy of that Document, T can form mno idea of the
accuracy of such opinion, and indeed it would be presumption in me to discuss a
point upon which Government alone is competent to judge.

HiNerosuRE.
Letter—irom the Hon’ble the Governor of Bombay, Jen™ . Dungan.
To—the Rajah of Cochin.
Dated—the 9th April 1800 or 29th Menom 975 M.S.

Four Letters under your Seal have since my last to you, by General Stuart, reached me,
and tho’ contrary to the Usage and practice observed, by all the Princes of India in fheir
Correspondence with the British Government, neither the date, nor even your Signature is
aflixed to those letters ; T shall nevertheless, in the present instance, waive this informality ; as
I sincerely wish, to convince you, not only of the impartiality, the candid intentions, and
generons proceedings of this Government towards you, but also of the erroneous motives, and
ill-grounded apprehensions, that T have reason fo snspect, have principally iufluenced your
conduet in your late attempts to make several manmifest eneroachments upon the ascertained
rlg_vht.s of Government, premising, that, in the same manner, ad it is beneath the dignity of a
prince of your Cast, and descent to assert Claims against the elear tenor of Solemn treaties, and
the notorions practice of former times; so it would be against the honor, and the Maxims of
the Company, to relinquish upon no better surmizes, than what you have adduced, either to
General Stuart, or Major Walker in suppozt of your assertions, any part of their Justly acquired
possessions, much less the rights, and privileges of those, who in Virfue of Our Capitulation
with the Dutch have an undisputed Claim to our protection, upon the same prineiple, [ am
equally inelined, and firmly resolved to maintain and insure to you, the unmolested possession
of such rights, as from the tenor of former treaties, and the written records, you are ulso J ustly
entitled to, of which, I have already given you a strong, and unequivocal proof in acknowledg-
ing and confirming your right to a certain share of the Alfandigo, and ordering the amount to be
tendered to you, and which you have since received, and yet youstill continue fo urge in your
letters, that you are entitled to a full moiety of these customs ; in reply to which, T must there-
fore roluctantly refer you again to the treaty comeluded on the 6 April 1698, between the
Duteh Commander Swaardeeroon, and one of your ancestors, Ramorma, or Rama Verma,

-whenee this share of the Alphandigo appears clearly to have been expressly conceded to you,

ag a kind of Gratuity, in order to insure a certain revenue to your family for their subsistence ;
and the Duteh have accordingly reserved to themselves not ounly the full, entire, and exclusive
right of making alterations in the rate of these Cusfoms ; but that, also of regulating from time
to time the mode of levying them, having occasionally collected them by their own people, and
at osher periods, farmed them out, without reference to you; till at last in the year 1760 in
the manth of June they reduced the Customs from 10 o 5 per (‘ent; ot Wihich Two-hiths were
reserved to the Company, Wr, and one-fifth allowed as a
perquisite to bhe Governor, who also o S Tecoive 1N LB same manner the whole proceeds
of the Customs on bimber, opium, Nelly &c. in Further part of the allowances for the BUppOrt
e Sion AT~ EL mot only Tho abovementioned treaty, the uniform series of written
records from that period till the day of the Surrender of Cochin to our Arms—but also the
annual aceonnts, and receipts, from yourself, the farmer, and the Shabandar do most incontest-
ably prove, without ifs having been, in your power, to adduce any valid argument to the
contrary ; I have therefore only to observe to you that since onr Company allows fixed salaries
to their Servants, in lieu of perquisites, this additional one per Cent, as also the amount of the
Customs on timber; opinm &e., are, of course to be collected on their sole account, and vyithout
your participation, as is likewise the opinion of the Right Honorable the Harl of Mornington,
the (overnor-General of Bengal, in his letter to this Presidency of the 20 Feb-
ruary 1800 answering to the 11%. of Koombhum 975 Malabar Style, whieh having
heen =0 recently received, I cannof omit, on the present opportunity, to impart to you,
as carrying with it the ntmest possible weight, thab the 'decision of the highest anthorify
is always enfitled to, from these, who live under ifs profection.

2. The next object immediately connected with the foregoing is your attempt to
gend out Vessels withont Passports from the Fort, and without manifesting the Cargo,
or paying Customs for it, which you still presume fo defend in your letters to me;
to which I ean only observe, that no such privilege Was granted, or guaranteed, to yon
in any treaty, your ancestors made with the Dutch Government, and which are all
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sovereignty over his Cokanie subjects, or remove them from thecontroul of his Government : go-
zealons have the Rajahs been of their rights in this particular that the war which broke out
between the Rajah and the Dutch subsequently to the date of Mr. Moense’s treaty, arose
principally from the attempts of the latter to restriet the exercise of the Rajah’s authority
over his Cokanie snbjects and His lxcelleney in coneluding the peace with the Dutch, which
was mediated by the British Resident My, Powney, declared lis resolution to maintain unim-
paired the rights of his Government over that Ulass of his people. On examination of the
treaties and transaction that took place between the Rajahs of Cochin and the Dutch appears
clearly to prove that the Cokanie inhabitunts of the Kajal’s territories were subject to the
Controul of His Excellencies Government, although they possessed the privilege in certain
subordinate matters of earrying their complaints to the Datch Tribunals at Uochin ; and it 18
under this view of the rights and authority of the Rajah that thie proceedings lately instituted
against the Cokanie Baboo Ram Chitty have been commenced. 16 is true that this Colkanie
possessed # House and some times resides within the territories belonging to the Company ;
but this civcumstance does not seem to nvalidate the authority of the Rajah’s Government
over him, as he was born, and the principal part of the property of himself and his family is |
situated in his Excellencies Country. Un til I examined the original treaties in the possession of
His Hxcellency the BRujah of Cochin I was told to entertain g different opinion from what T
have now expressed, regarding the extent to which his Cokanie subjects are removed irom
his Controul, but if the view which I have taken of those treaties should be erroneous, I shall
be happy to receive such information as may be caleulated to correct it.

The Duteh treaties ave more explicit with respect to the Christian Inhabitants of a pard
of the Rajal’s territories, and 1 believe that no interruption is opposed to the Juris-
diotion of fhe Court over those inhabitants in Criminal cases and Civil suifs, bub the changes
which have taken place in the situation of the Christians, in relation to the payment of their
Revenues, since the dates of these treaties, have rendered their strict enforcement in matters
of Revenue difficult if not impracticable between the date of My .Van Angelbeck’s treaty,
which paid the rents to be paid by the Christians, and the Conguest of Cochin, most of the
Rajah’s Christian subjects were removed from the lands which they held by the tenures of
Caunum and junmam; and the’ greatest part of the Christians now ocoupying lands in the
digtricts affected by the Dutch Treaties held them from year to yeur by simple patam fenmures,
and are removable from them at the pleasure of the Rajah. It appears that the terms of the
treatios in regard to the Revenue collections were never carried info Complete effect in the |
time of the Dutch Government, and have been scarcely executed at all since the period of the
conqguesti of Cochin by the English, The Rajal’s Governinent has for some years regulated and
collected the rents of the Christian as well as of the nair subjects of his state—an attempt to
introduce the full operafion of the treaties at the present moment would be attended with
serious embarrassments, and is rendered still more inexpedient by the cireumstance of the
whole subject being under reference to the Government, The Rajah’s Goyernment is there-
fore desirons until a final decigion of the question at issue shall have faken place to continue
the present system of collecting the Revenues, but at the same time to avoid any extreme case
caleulated to produce discussions. Orders have therefore heen repeatedly issued to the
Rajah’s officers to endeayour fo vealize the Revenues due by fhe Christiang by amicable
arvangements with them, but to employ no measures of coercion, restraint or compulsion, for
the purpose of obliging them to pay their revenues. This arrangement can however be of &
temporary nature only. Tf the officers of the Rajah’s Government should have in any peints
departed from the orders which I have described, their Conduct has always been corrected
and frequently punished on being made known to the Rajah’s Government.

With respect to the acts of injnstice and oppression which upon an examination of one side
of the question only, you have so frequently imputed to the Rajah's officers, it is my duty to
state that most of the Complaints which yon have transmitted to me hayve been found upon
investipation to be either extremely exaggerated, or entively groundless. I have wanted time
to furnish you with detailed explanations of those complaints, bup the two cuses stated in your
letter of the 6th mstant may be adduced in support of the observation which T have made :
Baboo Ram Chetty engaged fo sell a quantity of the Circar pepper and was to receive a certain -
(Jommission on the amount realized from the sale. In this transaction he acted-as a broker
responsible to the Circar for the price of fhe pepper and houn®to pay whatever sum he migiﬁé
receive for it, on settling his accounts a balance of upwards of 10,000 Rupees was due hy him, -
and it was ascertained that he had defranded the Circar of a part of the price which he received
for the pepper. He acknowledged in my presence at Cochin the correetness of the setilement
of his accounts which was made, and engaged to pay, within a stipulated time, the balanee
which he owed to the Circar; on the expiration of that fime no part of the balance was paid.
I thevefore summoned Baboo Ram Chitty o Quilon, received an engagement from
him to pay his debt in five days, and sent him back to Cochin under charge of a police
peon. He soon afterwards absconded to Tellicherry, and I was under the necessit.y. of
ordering his honge and property at Muttoncherry to be sequestered. In g very few days
however the house and property were restored to him but he has shewn no diapoai't-iou what-
ever to discharge the just demands of the Circar, and the example of contumscy which he
exhibits, is carefully observed by the other Colkanies in the Rajah’s territories. '
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