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THE DAWN” 

      

‘She widens from the extremity of heave: 

the dawn as she shines wide towards you a: 

forward your complete energy...... By heaven ings one 

perceives her a bearer of Truth’.—Rig-Veda 111, 61. 

In this deathless imagery of the great seer, Vishvamitra, we 

have a fine picture of all types of renaissance, individual or national, 

material or spiritual. It must be noted, first of all, that, to the Aryan 

mind, the ‘Dawn’ is never a product of existing earthly conditions. 

It always comes on us from the extremity of Heaven. It is always 

from the realms above the mental that the great light descends which 

makes for regeneration in men and in nations. And when, after the 

long hours of the sombre night, dawn comes forth the ‘Bride of 

Bliss’, the ‘Vision of Felicity’ and ‘Richly-stored with Substance’, 

you must advance to meet her and throw yourself at her feet, in 

full surrender in order that she may transform you into an immortal. 

All new knowledge is ‘revealed’. All truth comes of inspiration. 

If you ask any scientist how he made his best discoveries, he will tell 

you that they just came to him from somewhere. It is a common 

experience with poets that they receive their best songs from above. 

A few days ago, I asked Sri Aurobindo Ghose how he got his new 

and marvellous theory of Vedic interpretation. “It was shown me’, 

he said, and I knew he meant it in a very literal sense. All truth is 

inspired. The popular mistake is to suppose that this revelation, 

this inspiration, must ever be the unique privilege of a few souls 

specially favoured of the gods. But the Veda tells us that we can all 

bring forward our complete energy by yielding fully to the Dawn. 

And, of course, the ‘complete energy’ of any man is only another 

name for the supreme energy—the Para Shakti of God. 

All is one. And the purely spiritual verses of Vishvamitra can 

well be adopted as the authoritative text describing the character 

and the scope of the great movement of intellectual and moral re- 

generation in our country. Addressing the Dawn divine, Vishva- 

mitra sings ‘O Thou of plentitude, Goddess ancient, yet ever young! 

Thou movest many-thoughted, following the law of thy activities, 

6 giver of every boon, sending forth the pleasant voices of the



 



 



 



 



 



 











 



 



 



 



 







 



 



 





 



 



 



 







 



 



 







 



 





 





 





 



DATES AND EVENTS IN THE POET’S LIFE 

1882 December 11: Bharathi’s birth at Ettayapuram in Tirunelveli District; 

born to Chinnaswami Iyer and Lakshmi Ammal; christened as Subra- 

manyam alias Subbiah. 
1887: Mother passed away and Bharathi’s holy thread investiture. 

1893: Title of Bharathi conferred on him by the Raja of Ettayapuram in recog- 
nition of his poetic talents amidst court poets. 

1894; Joined Hindu College High School at Tirunelveli. 

1897: Marriage with Chellammal, aged seven. 

1898: Father's death. 
1898-1902: Bharathi at Benares with his aunt and uncle. Joined the Hindu 

College. 

1902-1904: Returned to Ettayapuram and entered service as a court poet. 

1904: Served as Tamil teacher in Sethupathi High School, Madurai and later 

joined the Swadesamitran as assistant editor; also in charge of the monthly 

Chakravarthini. 
1905-1906: Entered politics; attended Calcutta Congress under the Presidency 

of Dadabhai Naoroji; met Sister Nivedita. 

1907: Editor of the weeklies the India (Tamil) and the Bala Bharatham (English) 

simultaneously; attended Surat Congress in December and lent support to 

Tilak’s extremist group. 

1908: Release of his ‘National Songs’ for the first time at Madras; ‘Swaraj Day’ 

was celebrated by him; escaped into the French territory, Pondicherry. 

1908-1910: India published from Pondicherry, banned in British India. 

1910: Closure of the journals Vijaya, Suryodayam, Bala Bharathamr, Karimayogi 

and Chitravali, with which he was connected; Aurobind Gosh arrived in 

Pondicherry. 
1914: Murder of Collector ‘Ashe’ in Maniyachi Junction. 

4912: His trilogy and Bhagwat Gita translation published. 

1918: Stepped into British territory on 20 November; arrested near Cuddalore; 

released from remand in December; left for Kadayam. 

1918-1920: Life at Kadayam—miserable; Raja of Ettayapuram denies help to 

Bharathi. 
1919: Meeting with Gandhiji in Rajaji’s house. 

1920: Again assistant editor of the Swadesamitran. 

1921: Attack by the temple elephant a 

on 11 September. % 

1948: A memorial erected for ht தி 

y by the Government. 
1960: Release of a postal stam 

teflary; grand plans to celebrate at all over the 

       

after a couple of months 

      
     

  

1962: Celebration of his 81st 
1982: The year of his birth 

country and overseas. 
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