
 





 



 



 





Roman head of Buddha 

(Discovered by the Author near Bezwada.) 
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which were preparing to pay a vicit to the hoe of 

Yama). | 

Vv. 12.— From 2. was boa the powerful Nandivarman, 

; who, singly and unaided, took the earth in battle. 

1, 13.—Just as Lakshmi was (the wife) of Muradvyish (Vishnu), 
the queen named Sankh&, who was born in the Rashtra- 

kita family, was the wife of Nandivarman. 

V. 14.—Satikha, the queen of the king, who resembled the earth 
in forbearance, who was kind to the people like a mother, 

was resplendent as Lakshmi incarnate. 

V. 15.—Nripatunadéva who was esteemed for his high birth, who 

was lord 6) the three worlds, who was resplendent as the — 
rising sun and who was victorious in the battle of 

Kalava (?) was born of that queen who had ர 

beauty, learning etc. : Z 

V. 16.—The army (of the Pallavas) which on a former occasion 

sustained defeat in the hands of the Pandya, was, by the 

grace of this king (i.e., by being led by him), able to burn 

down the hosts of ihe enemies together with the pros- 

perity of their kingdoms, on the bank of the river Arichit, - 

‘Y. 1%.—This illustrious king named Nripatuiga though he was 
young Gn age) was not only famous in this, but also in 
the other worlds, as RAma was.) 

V. 18.—Ma4rttanda of Vésali who was born in ‘the race of Kuru ~ 
and who was solicitous in protecting his subjects, was 
bound by obligation to this king (Nripatunga.) 

Vy. 19-20.—He was great in the world like the moon; in majesty 

etc., he resembled the ocean; he was an asylum to the 

world (the people) inasmuch as he afforded protection 

(to it) like the sun. Therefore it is but right that there 
should be similarity between his body and name.? Or, he 

is Certainly உ king because it is quite patent at sight (?) 

1, Just us Rima, even as a boy, had conquered Rikshasas for Visvimitra and 
become famous in this world and was held as an object of praise even by gods, Nripa- 

tunga became famous as a boy-warrior and king even in the world of gods. 

2. He is named Marttinda {meaning the sun); he exerts his energy in protecting 

the country; in this act he resembles the sun which sustains life on the earth by its 

warmth and energy, So, Marttinda of the Vésili family and of the race of Kurn is 
akin in name and action to the sun, Here the reading has been slightly altered ; 
instead of dévauat, T am inclined ie read ed which makes sense.  
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Vv. 21-23.—He, who was increasing (the prosperity of) the Kuru 
race, having. petitioned Nripatuiga and duly obtained 

permission through the Secretary (Ajnapti), granted to 

the vidydsthaind the three villages, namely, Chétupakkim, 

Vilaigddiréphantam (6௨, Vilaneattar) and Iraippunaich- 

chéri situated in his province (Vésalippadi). 

Vv. 24-29.—Just as Dfrjati (Siva) bore on one of hig jatas (vu. 
river) Ganga who was descending with a large ட 

of waves, similarly the tiver of Jearninge consisting of 

fourteen gunas (or divisions of knowledge) was spreading 

round the abode ofthe residents of the Babu-village: 

because it is the abode of learned men, it is called a 

vicyast hand. 

This ‘king, having given them (the learned men of 

Bahtr) by his ajnapii the, villages to the extent marked 

by the circumambulation of an elephant, freed from all 

taxes and protected thereby, honored Limself, 

The minister of the king Sri Tutigavarman, who has 

reverential awe for the ஏ (of the king), who is ane 

a charitable disposition, who is held in regard by the — 

lord of the three worlds (perhaps this refers to the king), - 

who is famous like Bribaspati (the minister of the lord of — 

the celestials Indra), exhorts the future kings to protect 

: this charity (made by him). 
V. 30.—DaAéaya, the servant of the vidydsthana of the resident of 

Bahu and who is himself learned in the principles of the- 

Sastras, wrote this eulogistic document. 

| [waMin PORTION, மாறா UNTRANSLATED. ] 

V. 31.—“If equal merit acerues to both the giver of a charity and 

its protector ,then do you protect 1”—so saying, the king 

Nripatungavarman, by bowing lowly his head which bears 

} on it the feet of Mukunda (Vishnu), exhorts future kings, 

V. 32.—The goldsmith Nripatunga, who was an ornament to the 

family of Udit6dita, ட. was well-versed in all sdsiras 

tof the Pallavas wrote. _ 
this document. 

' The Bahar plates wer 3! 

oF of South India wa / yet unhonti~ The. dyin Danti-  



 



 



 



| So V. Venkayya lays down a principle: « When, in an ins- 
» cription, a king is said to belong to the Pallava dynasty—there 

» is no doubt that he belonged to the Pallava dynasty.» 

Applying this principle, V. Venkayya affirms that tees like 
Dantivarman of Triplicane and Tiruvellarai and Nandippotta- 

raiyan of Pallavatilaka family” are really Pallavas, and that, 

therefore, the Pallava dynasty has continued to exist after the 

death of Nandivarman Pallavamalla. : 

Tf V. Venkayya had been logical, he would have carried his 

conclusions further. In the Bahar plates, it is distinctly stated 

that Danti, his son Nandi and his grandson Nripatunga are all 

descended from the Pallavas and bélong to the Bhaéradvaja-g6tra. 

If here V. Venkayya had applied the principle laid down by 

him, he would have said of Nripatuniga: «There is thus no doubt 

that he belonged to the Pallava dynasty.» 

But V. Venkayya could not agree to it. The jname Konkanika 

- found in the genealogy given in the கிசா plates has been con- 

sidered by Mr. Hultzsch as positive pyoof of the Ganga origin 

of Nripatuiga. It is not therefor® pdssible to doubt it. The 
descendants of Nandivarman Pallavamalla could not therefore be 

identified with the ancestors of Nripatunga; there were therefore 

two different dynasties reigning at the same time, 

Then, V. Venkayya created a new theory founded on the 

following principles : 

1° The'Pallava dynasty existed after Nandivarman Pallava- 

malla. Dantivarman of Triplicane and Nandippottaraiyan are 

their representatives. They differ from the ~ Ganga-Pallavas” by 

their epithets “ Péttaraiyan,”’ “pétavarman ” [pota in Sanskrit 
and péottu in Tamil mean ‘the sprout (ofa plant)’ and are thus — 

Synonymous with pallava, “a sprout ”— S/./., Vol. Il, p. $41]. 

“ Pallava-kula-tilaka”: “The title Pallava-Kulatilak&® of the for- 
mer (Dantivarman) which occurs in the Triplicane inscription 

might have furnished the family name Pallavatilakakula of his 

- successors, which must have been invented in order to distinguish 
them from the rising fee Ce: O. No. 492 and July 

1906).” 

2° At the same time there existed a dynasty of chiefs of 

Ganga origin, such as Narasimhavarman of Kil-Muttuetr, Danti, 

Nandi and Nripatuiiga of Bahfr, These chiefs have succeeded  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 





 





 



 



 



 



 



 



We may suppose, that, at the accession of Nandi, Varaguna 

- trie€ to seize the rest of the Pallava empire and marched on 

Kanchi. Nandi stopped the invader at Tellar, inflicted many — 

defeats on him, notably at Palaiyaru (Nandikkalambagam, verse 

31) alias Palaiyérai near Kumbhakénam and pursued him up to 

the banks of the Vaigai. ‘ 

This glorious campaign in which Nandi earned the surname 

of Tellarrerinda enabled him to reign peacefully not only at 

KaAfichi, (insc. No. 12 of 1895) but also on the banks of the Kavéri. 
In the country round Tanjore and Trichinopoly, we find some 

inscriptions of the victor of TellAru, in the 10th year of his reign, 

at Tillasthanam (No. 52 of 1895), in the 12th year, at Sendalai 

(Wo. 11 of 1899), in the 18th year, at Koviladi (No. 283 of 1901), and 

in the 22nd year, at TiruppalAtturai (No. 180 of 1907). 

The Vélirpalaiyam plates tell us that he reigned in the Nayar 

region (Saidapet taluk- Ehingleput district). 

More in the north, he reigned at Gudimallam where the 
Bana king Vikramaditya was his vassal: (insc. No. 229 of 1903 

and No. 1, a of 1890—S. £1. Vol II1., No. 42, page 93). 

His reign was also rich in poets. We have already referred 

to Nandikkalambagam ; there were also other works: 

«It was probably during the reign of this Pallava king that 

pthe poet Perundévan4r, the author of a Tamil poem entitled 

» Baratavenb4, flourished, because in the invocatory verses of the . 

» Uttiy6gaparvam of this poem, he refers to his patron as the - 

» Pallava king “ who conquered his enemies at Téllézu’’............ 

«The invocatory verses prefixed to the Tamil works Pura- 

wnaniru, Aganantru, Narrinai, Kurondogai and Ainguruntru are 

» believed to have been composed by the same PerundévanAr »* 

(G.O. Nos. 922, 923, 19th Aug. 1899, p. 6). 

§ 4. Nripatutga (about 854-880). 

The Sahir plates give us a minute account of the birth of _ 

this king. Nandivarman (III) had. married Santkha, a princess of ~ 

the Rashtrakita family, and their son was Nripatunga. This 

name having been borne by the Rashtrakata king Amé6gha- 

varsha I. who reigned from 815 to 879, there is little doubt that 

Sankh4 was the daughter of Amdghavarsha I. (Hp. Ind., Vol, IV., 

p. 181).  
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