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years previa to the Famine. The actual produce of this land for the five years previots to the 

Famine was Podiro B. 60,418, 15111௦. 6,13,804. During the three years Famine it was, Podiro 
13. 29514, Billo, B. 2,95,350 showing an ayerage decrease in the yield of 19 per cent Podoro, 43 

"percent Billo, ‘The produce for the eight years succeeding the Famine was Podoro, B. 63,80 
Billo, B. 7,36,601, an average of decrease of 34 per cent Podoro, and 24 per cent Billo.. These 

figures speak for themselves and show the ruinous condition into which the country had - fallen: 

and so extended were the effeets of this course of administration that Mr. Cherry even in 1810 

considered that Re. 1,58,900 would be all. that could be expected from estates which hal Paid 
without detriment in 1788 Ns. 2,16,281,—a decrease of 25 per cent. 

Tt might be urged that the estates. were settled below their value, but the statistics, ‘such 
aa those given above and drawn from the most reliable sources, show that, though, doubtless ° as 

far as the Revenue was concerned it was an unwize measured to settle estates permanently atsuch a 

time, yet it eannot for one moment be doubted that as far as the present resources of these esiates’ 

went, it was sufficiently high, and adapted to restore confidente and order amongst the people. 

Tt must not be forgotten that i in the above accounts, taluks such as Callicote, which had- 

anffered comparatively little, are included with taluks which were left perfectly waste. Tt indi- 

vidual estates had been taken there would appear a tale of misery sad te contemplate. The way 

in which accounts were kept at the Huzur during the last decade of the 18th century cannot 

lessen the force of the above statement, for all Mr: Cherry's and Mr. Brown’s statistics. were 

‘ based not on Huzur but-on village returns. And moreover the year 1789 was but a partial 

failure, so that, if this be taken into consideration, the actual yield of the 2nd and 3rd years must 

be far below the ayerage per centage of decrease given for the three years taken together. — 

ஸ்ஸ் “The corrupt and veckless administration of Mr, Snodgrass, together with a wide spread 

rebellion amongst the Zemindars, reduced the District in 1789 to actual famine.~ There does 

not seem to have been any very great failure of rain, but the weak and impoverished state of she 

ryote rendered them unable to avail themselves of what supply there was, The state of the peo- 

ple was most deplorable. The prices of grain viz. T1 Rs. per Madras garce for 2nd class paddy, 

368 Hs @nd sort rice and 75 Res. for Raggy, which ruled in 1801 were only once exceeded 

during the following fifty. years. : : : 

‘Mr. Brown, in a letter to the Revenue Board in 1801, speaks of the District as being 

reduced'to “the last ebb of a depopulated and frightful waste, capable however of recovering 

from the brink of utter dilapidation and ruin. MGumsur i is spoken of as half depopulated and its — 

villages i in ruins—and the inhabitants even of the most fertile portions of the District as having 

iigraied to other provinces or perished, As late as 1807, ‘our years after the introduction of the 

Permanent Settlement, the distress was still so great that the revenue was nearly three lacs in 

arrears, but although a remission of half this amount was deemed necessary by the Collector, it 

was only granted in the case of two estates, Jalantra and Soorangi, lying to the south. / Early 

‘in the year prices had risen over 100 per cent, and yet no marked failure of rains had ன் place. 

/ The rate of wages at the beginning of the century was a fanam i.e, ore anna and 4 

pice a ட for a man cooly, and a woman about a third Jess. When‘paid by the sponth cooly men 

received 14 Rupee, women 1 Rupee. The rate of ‘cooly wages at present prevailing in Ganjatn varies 

from 1] anea 6 pice to 2 annas a day for aman, and 6 pice less for a woman; consequently wages of 

unskilled labonr have risen 75 per cent. in 60 years. On the other hand if one may judge. 

“from the fact that the price of iron agricultural instruments, of ropes and basket work, has net 

risen durifig the same period at least in thie District, it would seem apparent that there has not 

been a corresponding rise in rate of remuneration for skilled labour, The price of grainya the 

menatime has risen over 300 per cent. But it mast not be forgotten that labour was chiefly 

remunerated in kind, for which now a money payment is substituted. The employer has, no 

doubt, chiefly profited in this change, but it shows the increase of capital, and consequently the 

gnoreased demand for labour, which must lead to & higher rate of wages, though custom, caste 

and ignorance are obstacles, which have rendered the labouring classes, slow to avail themselves of 

siete ee Ibis a question a of grave consideration bow far ee Government a ்  
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"mot ளம் interfere to raise the rate of wages throughout the ஜம்பு instead of being, though 
unwittingly, one of the great. obstacles to that rise. : 

‘The third period of scarcity, after an interval of 30 years, oecurred in 1886. Cholera was 

° very prevalent and many of the cattle also perished. Rice which had been selling from 60 te 80 

- seers the Rupee fell to 20 or 30 seera the Rupee. Ragey fell from 100 Seers to 40 the மறக 

and Dholl 24 seers to 16. Thie great fall was enhanced by the number of troops ‘at thattime in | 

the District to quell the Gumsur disturbance, but a judicious importation of grain relieved the | 

pressure upon the Bazafs, when even loot was anticipated. The four following years up to 1841 : 
_ seem to have been unfavourable, and prices were high, but no extensive dearth is recorded. 

" Again after the lapse of a quarter of a century, Ganjam was visited by a. severe drought | 
. during the latter part of 1865 and early months of 1866. The rains of the south-west monsoon — 
almost wholly failed, and little fell during the north-east monsoon, nor indeed till the month of | 

| April 1866 when some heavy showers occurred, concluding with a heavy hailstorm on May 5th, 

hailstones being found as biz asa pigeon’sege. Owing to in unusual drought, the ryots through= _ 

out the Northern or Principal Division, including the Zemindary estates, are calculated to have 

reaped on an average loss than half a crop of paddy, ane வா் of them were in danger of utter 
ruins 

In the Southern Division whith: comprises chiefly the Government Taluk of Chicacole | 

and the estates of Purlakimidy, (now under the Court of Wards) Turla and Tekkaly, there had 

also been » partial failare of crops, but this region is beautifully intersected by large streams, ee 

- which form almost 2 Doab of the Chicacole Taluk, and seem never whelly to have failed. 

Beginning here in the south the effects of the drought gradually increased in intensity towards | 

_ the north, reaching a climax os the border, in the Bengal provinces of Pooree, Balasore ant | 

Cuttack. 

- The ryots were ilf prepared to bear up azainst thia calamity. for the crops of oe two pre- | 

ions years had been but scanty, and mauy of them had already exhausted their resources, be- ( 

fore the more severe suffering of the present year overtook them. Consequently, to meet the | 
demands of their respective landlords or the Government, as the ease might be, these men- had 
in the present year to resort to money lenders for assistance, and ultimately, in too many cases 
to resign their holdings ‘and migrate elsewhere or sink to the grade ‘ef village cooly labourers. 
This was especially the case among the fyots in the Zemindary estates, and particularly in Calh- i 

cote and Geredi, where the people had suffered most, and are provérbially poor. Hrom the culti- | 

"vation returns of Fasli 1275, compared with Fasli 1274, there appears an increase of more than ‘| 
6000 acres in the Government Taluke, but this is no criterion of the gop reaped in 1275, for th 
early part of the- year promised well, and-the ryots exerted every nerve to avail themselves of the 4 

prevailing high prices, and make good the losses of the previous years. Vetit must not be forgotten | 

‘that, prior to the last two years of scarcity, the Government ryote had been making great | 
_progress in wealth and prosperity. The land reveawe alone had increased 1,57,552 Re. between 
Fasli 1254, and 1274, whist the total reveaue of the District had risen from Ra. 15. 3¢ 4, 14a in ர 

அத்தம் 1254 to 27,29,045 in Fasli 1274—net increase Ra. 11,54, 5902 chiefly due to Salt manufacture, | 

= "The great export of grain, which had been going on for years, hdd also exhausted the 
(ee produce which had been stored daring abundant seasons, and which most ryota “usually | | 

_ reserve against a year of Famine; but the prevailing high prices had iuduced them to part with | ] 

பச private hoards. It is not however possible to form any accurste notion of the extent to. 

_ which this export had been going on, or what proportion the grain exported bears to the actual. ் 

| produce. of the country; for it had been usual to import largely from Cattack to make goodany 

deficiency from ‘eur “exportation, Ganjarm has always from the earliest times relied upon these) 

Bengal provinces for assistance in time of dearth. The Sea Customs returns in an ordinary ead 
would incinde ‘the Cuttack grain exported from Ganjam’sea ports. There is at présent no ac- | 
count kept of the oraia imported to the country from Cuttack by way of the Chilka. Hover 

no assistance could be looked for in.this quarter, but rather the opposite, and as early as the 

second week in October 1865, the usual i importation of grain from Cuttack had ceased, ‘Tnig was ! 

அனா bya ட் closing of the stores, and led to various attempte at loot in Berhampore. !  









 



No leas'than 1,234 deaths from the former and 110 from the latter were seported during the 

month, ‘and severa: deaths had already occurred in the Berhampoor taluk from டட! The 

whole sale prices which prevailed during the ‘month are given in the table marked D at the 

end, but this gives no notion of the actaal price at which rice was retuiled. These tables’ will 

= 8 show the average prides of grain in the District during 1864 

i Tatle D. 3 the average price 1865 and 1866 aa well as the prices in Berhampoor from Ort: 

in the whole of dhe District from ber 1864 to September 1865, and from October 1865 to Sept- 

October 1865 to September 1356. ember 1866 compared” a 

The Collector's appeal found a ready response on the part both of natives and European 

residents. On Mebruary 20th a list of local subscriptions amounting to Rs. 3,571 was published. 

_ Many of the Zemindats ‘also reported the plans they had adopted te relieve their people. The 

- Uheekaty Zemindar, on ihe 6th February, had begun the distribution of cooked food, and waa 

arranging special reliet works. : : 28H es 

The Callicoté Zemindar opened a relief house for 1300 people at his Fort on the 17th 

February, but Small-pox and Cholera, which afterwards carried off six members of his own 

_ family, and led to the closing of his house in May, had already broken out among this concourse 

of people, The Zemindar of Mundasa also eatended his usual charity to all comers. oe 

On Febiuary 20th, the Court of Wards were applied to, te sanction a monthly outlay of 

9508%s-in Furlakimidy tor establishing a relief house. On March 14th, 2,500 Rs. were placed at 

the disposal af the Collector fram the funds of the estate for this purpose. The Sub- Magistrates 

also, who had been ordered to form local Committees in the smaller stations, reported the 

willingness of the wealthier natives to co-operate and subscribe, but in Soorda and Berhampoor 

only, reliel houses had as yet been opened, the former urder the superintendence of the Sub- 

(Magistrate, aud a Homan Catholic Clergyman, the Reverend Mr, Dupont. However, much 

| difficulty was experienced: aa the people even, habitual beggars, objected to eat cooked food at the 
i 

hands of the Cirear, At one dime if scomed almot! a question whether the better caste coolies 

‘eould be mduced to receive relief in this way, although an Ooriya Brulmin cook was entertained 

to prepare the food. So strong was this prejudice, that even the Panooa, a low and degraded 

race, refused the rités of burial to any of their caste wlio fed at 2 Cirear Chuttrum. 

_-‘The feeling of caste, which prevails far mere strongly in theNorth than in theSouth, may 

have had something to do with it, but if is curious that the reason usually alleged was not the 

mode of cooking, but the fact that it was Circar food. Yet they did uot aoruple to take raw rice. 

The relief house at Berhampore was opened on the 24th, but co great was the difficulty of dis- 

tribution owing ta the number of applicants, that it had to be closed for a few days in March. 

Phe local subscriptions at the beginning of March amounted to Rupees 4,445-0-0. Prices 

had not risen during February. ‘The deaths from Cholora were on the decrease, but those from 

Small-pox had visen from 110 in January to 727. : 

On the 6th of March, the Court of Wrards was applied to, to sanction the opening of relief 

‘houses in the Beridi, Jaluntra and Barwa estates. This was granted on the 20th, and houses were 

opened early in the following month. The sum of 3,000 its. was granted for Jaluatra, to feed 

300 ryots, 2,000 Rs. for Beridi to feed 200 ryots, and 1,000 Rs. for Barwa to feed 100 ryots, for 

five months. Each person daily was to receive 4 seer rice and 4 seer taggy as cooked food. © 

Qn the 16th of March, houses were opened at Ganjam and Chetterpoor, each to maintain 

50 persons, During the month the Zemindars of Pedda Kimedy and Turla reported that they 

“had béen feeding their people. The Daracota Zeminidar was however severely xeprimanded by 

the Collector for still refnsing to assist his people who were affirmed to be in great distress. - All 

‘Zemindars were again called upon to report as to the extent of the relief they wereaffording, and — 

warded againallavish and indiscriminate charity, and orders were given to Adinaraidu Chetty a 

wealthy grain merchantol Berhampoor, to have a large supply of rice and raggy on he id, 10 

nish both of the Government Chutirums and those of the Court of Wards, so that 

might happen, The small funds at the disposal of the Collector compelled him to buy in the 

local market, but the terms offered by this Chetty were liberal, as he undertook to supply at cost  
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2 "The distress was daily extending, and even cattle were beginning to perish. In hardly a 
tank was water to be found, Deaths from starvation were daily increasing, but the means to stay 

the apprdach of this calamity were slow in com-_ 
The letter to the “Madras Times” is datet ing. Im vain had the Collector addressed urgent 

Bareh Gth and those te the “Friend of India” appeals to the Madras and later to the Caleuita | 

and “Bombay ime} ர Slsé, and Bombay Press.—No a had as pe 
S from Madras. | 

Local subscriptions were but eniali, and had to. be hushanded. In this state of பயர் he | 
applied to the Financial Secretary to the Government of India for a grant of Ra. 5,000 out of 3 
lacs presented by the Bombay Cotton Famine Committee to the North-West Famine Fund, 

urging that the people of Ganjam were rapidly approaching absolure Famine. This letter is 
dated March 2Tht. Though 4 months later a grant of 20,000 Rs. was made from this Fund, the 

treatment this, application receivpa at the time, is already known tothe public, The assistance 

however came too late to save numbers from a miserable death. Previously to this, in a letter — 
dated March 16th to the Revenue Secretary written on receipt of the Government Order dated 
20tk February in which sanction to the measures proposed by him in his letter of J. anuary 27th 

was refused, but funde offered for any special relict works, the Collector proposed the constrac- 

tion ofa road atBerhampoor connecting the Chetterpore and Itchapoor trunk roads on the northern 
side of the Cantonment, at an estimated cost of 4,700Ks. to be superintended by the Givil Officers. 

of the station, the digging of wells near the Cantonment and the repair of the tank at Chetterpoor 

estimated at 500 Rs,, and also requested permission to begin the excavation of the Chilka Canal, 

urging that work was most suitable for the employment of labour, situated us it would be i in = | 

midst of the most distressed parts. Permission to begin these works at onca was requested by 
‘Telegram dated March 0th, pending the receipt of this letter in Madras. Other triflng works 
were also proposed about the same time, The eommencemant of the. Canal was refused though — 
sanction for minor works was granted i ia Government Order April Sth. The Berhampoor road 

afforded employment to about six hundred people during the following Sve-wr-sia-cmontiheeMr, | 

Horsfall, the Acting Senior Assistant had the entire supervision of tha making of this road, as | 

well as another road to the west of the Cantonment connecting the ichapoor and Aska trunk 

roads. This latter was begun a short time afterwards at an estimated cost of 6,038 Rs. ் = 

  

The formation ofa general Committee to organize the system of relief as regards the dis- 

tribution of food and the arrangements for the employment of labour, were matters which especial- 

ly demanded attention at this timo. A general Committee was formed composed of the chief Ea-' 

ropean and Native Officials. Tha accounts were made up to the 28th April. The total expenditure 

incurred at the Poor-Houses of Ganjam, Surada, Chetterpoor and Berhampoor was found to be | 

2,417 Rs. About 1,000 persons were being fed at these houses, and 600 more at the houses esta. - 

blished by the Court of Wards in the Northern Division, The Zemindars were said to be feed- 

ing about 4,000, The local subscription to the Fund amounted at this date to 5842 Rs. During 

this month—~April—there had been slight showers, and some promise of an early dry crop; but 

prices continned to rise in the Bazaars. A Puor-TLouse was opened towards the end of the month 
an ‘Russellconds. The Zemindar of Bodagada also began to distribute food. there was a plight 

decrease in the number of deaths from Cholera and Small-pox. 

The state of the ryots was becoming daily more and more a anbject of concern. In order. 

4o alleviate their distress in some slight measure, the Collector applied towarda the end of the 
mouth to the Board for ; grant of remission of half Kist to all tyots who had reaped less than h half 

crop. There were 238 villages i in this condition. The amount of these remissions will be given else- 

“where. Refunds of surplus collections were also ordered in July amounting to 27,666 Rs. Matters 
were becoming worse and worse, and the hope of an early dry crop: ayia Wills (He failure of rain 
after the first few days of May entirely blighted. But the efforts which had been made in March 

and April to awaken public imteress in the — ட of iis ட eee அன்னம் to 

ae be rewarded. — 

Barly in 2» May, the first Madras subscription was added tothe lop let, which ட் 12th 

und reached 5,862 Rupons. Public sympathy once aroused, subscriptions flowed in fast, and by 
the 26th the money subscribed amonnted to Rs. 8,593. Previously, however; on the 2nd, the Go.    



 



 





 





 





 









 





 









 









 



TABLE D. 5. J 
Statement shewing the average prices of Grain sold in the - 

Town of Berhampore in 1865-66. 

  

Paddy, Rice. 

ae Raggy. 

Months. Ist sort, 2nd sort.| 1st ae sort. 

  
ம... ம... 

Price per Price per Price per Price per Price per 
Madras | Madras | Madras Madras | Madras 
Garee. | Garce, } Garce. | Garce. | Garee. 

October PrPereriiititiitiiert ite ete 204 192 527 507 223 

பப பட அ ட டப 303 293 822 585 514 

பம ட டட ன ப பப்பட் 2 296 799 627 342 

WIANUATY...covseserrereveccecsrsesensseee cgecantercances| அலி 235 732 653 Bay 
நவ ப ட்ட 2) 935 | 980 | 79921 659]. $29 
Mash. jeecssscssacdacscevcsseuetavencenceCsescestesses|) | CO 219 732 659 329 

April cscccceoaeessess pivetee qaddsedasesahs னப அம்மு 219 132 659 346 

நதிக் டக ககக த ககக௪% ௪96௦964442 2229020224 24099௦௨௦௧௧ eae 235 223 732 ல் 693 887 

Lie errors sine soe lGect st leesecteawubann exe 900e0 Gone 263 258 732 627 5 488 

ச்! 989,944, ௪9௪5 ௪%௨௨௨௦8௨௨௦46% 65822928990௫6942௦569௦௨௨௨. 329 299 823 732 Be 454 

லட. 10 டம் ம. 
85௮... 244 115 693 399 September... பககக ௪522426289௨6 205294 55225௨., 892௪௨௨ 

ணை ் fees? eee | கைவ பனைையாகாவக் | Se et | reer eens | ee 

வண sy,, “Total... S187 | (9074 1 9012 1 7868 4909 
omens “SEE | pment gee OT 

  

      
Jemma cece, 

பை 1 ஷூ! o47 | tol | 655 | 864         
் Table E. . 

Memo of Cases filed and disposed of in the Sub Magistrates 

Courts in the Principal Division from Isé January 1864 

to 30th September 1866. _ 
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