




Later in the 17th century, the Nayak Kings, 
who were the descendants of the Vijayanagar 
Kings came into power and under their rule 
Madurai became renowned. The Nayak Kings 
contributed much towards the architectural 
development of the town. The word Madurai 
means ‘“‘ Sweetness *’ and is indicative of its 
culture and peace. 

f) Local Customs and Festivals : 

1. The Chitrai Festival in April-May cele- 
brates the marriage of Meenakshi ‘“ the fish 
eyed Goddess” and Lord Sundareswarar. 
According to the legend, Meenakshi was the 
daughter of a Pandya King who ruled Madurai 
and in the course of time, Meenakshi was 
also crowned as Queen of Madurai. The coro- 
nation of Meenakshi is celebrated during this 
festival and later her marriage to Sundares- 
-warar. The procession of the deities in the 
“Temple Car is:an impressive sight. 

2. The Avani Moolam Festival occurs in 
August—September when the coronation of 
Lord Sundareswarar takes place. An interes- 
ting event in this festival is the ninth day 
when Lord Sundareswarar is dressed as an 
ordinary labourer and taken to the banks of 
the river Vaigai. The legend behind this is 
that the Lord Sundareswarar once appeared as 
a labourer to help an old woman who sold 
Tice - cakes for a living. 

3. The floating festival takes place in 
January—February and is celebrated in the 
Vandiyur Teppakulam-about three miles from 
the town. A specially constructed raft decora- 
ted with flowers and lights carries the deities 
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round the tank. Temple music and fireworks 
are also one of the highlights of this festival. 
This festival was originated by Tirumal Nayak 
after he built the Teppakulam, and is fixed for 
the anniversary of his birthday. 

II PLACES WORTH VISITING 

a) Places of Tourist Interest : 

1. The Meenakshi Temple - (Distance - 
4 mile from the railway station). 

Temple open from 5 a.m. to 12 Noon 

33 3௮. 39 = மம, 1௦ 11 p.m. 

Temple is closed from 12 Noon to 4p.m. 
and can only be visited by a special sanction 
during these hours. The beating of the drums 
takes place at5 pm. Friday is the special day 
when more people visit this temple. 

One of the most impressive temples of South 
India, the temple as it stands now was 
reconstructed by the Pandyan and Nayak 
Kings mostly inthe 16th and 17th centuries 
A. D. Major renovations were made in 
Tirumal Nayak’s time. 

There are four gopurams or towers on the 
four sides of the temple which serve as entran- 
ces. These are the most impressive features 
of the temple scheme. (Some ofthe towers 
are over 150 feet to 200 feet). These are lavishly 
carved with groups of figures portraying 
Jegends from Hindu mythology. 

There are two shrines inside the temple - one 
dedicated to Sri Meenakshi and the other to 
her consort Lord Sundareswarar. This twin 
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temple structure is typical of the Madurai style 
of architecture. . : 

The Meenakshi Temple is best seen from the 
pillared portico that runs on the four sides of 
the Golden Lily Tank. The walls of these 
porticos are decorated with paintings of Hindu 
jegends. 

The Hall of Thousand Pillars was built in 
the 16th century by one of the Nayaks. These 
pillars are elaborately carved and many of 
them display the ‘‘ rearing dragon ,’ which is 
very impressive. 

The Musical Pillars are also an interesting 
feature. There are several of them and when 
tapped lightly with a stone, they produce one 
octave in the musical scale. 

The New Mantapam also known as Vasanta 
Mantapam was built by Tirumal Nayak and 
was probably used as a reception hall for the 
deities during festivals. The rows of impressive 
pillars here support life size figures of the 
Nayaks of Madurai. ்‌ 

2. The Palace of Tirumal Nayak - (1623- 
1654). (Distance 2 miles from railway station 
and three miles from the Meenakshi Temple). — 

The palace is a huge structure of mediaeval 
Hindu architecture with saracenic influence. 
The most striking features here are the scallop- 
ed arches supported by granite pillars 40 feet 
high with carved backings. ‘*‘ The Swarga. 
Vilasam ” (Celestial Pavilion) where formerly 
stood the thrones of kings is an arcaded 
Octogan, crowned by a huge dome. This’ 
dome is constructed wholly of brick and 
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mortar without a single rafter or girder to 
support it. 

3. WVandiyur Mariamman Teppakalam — 
(1623-1654). (Distance 3 miles from railway 

station and 24 miles from Meenakshi Temple). 

This is a 1000 feet square tank, enclosed by 

a granite parapet on the four sides and has a 

small temple in the centre. One can cross 

over in the boat to the temple inside the tank. 

The fare is 2 annas per person, On the four 

sides are the Nirazhi Mandapams. During 

January—February the “ Floating Festival’ 
is celebrated here on a grand scale, with temple 
music and fireworks. 

EXCURSIONS 

1. Alagar Koil (12 miles from Madurai) is 

a well known: Vaishnavite shrine. Local buses 

are available. Trip by taxi costs Rs. 25/-. 

The temple has a beautiful location at the 

foot of the Alagar Hills. The beauty of the 

temple lies in the exquisite sculptures in the 
hall facing the sanctum sanctorum. 

2. Tiruparankundram (4 miles south of 
Madurai) has a cave temple dedicated to 

Lord Subramanya. Return trip per taxi costs 

Rs. 10/-. 

3. Gandhigram (35 miles) Community 

Project. . 

4. Periyar Game Sanctuary (about 75 miles 
via Kumbum and Kumili by bus). 

5. Kodaikanal (100 miles by road) 

A popular hill station.







Charges - Rs. 0-12-0 per mile and 
Rs, 1-8-0 waiting charges per hour within muni- 
cipal limits and also outside city limits. The 
waiting charges for a taxi Outside municipal 
limits is subject to a maximum of Rs. 12-8-0. 
On Ghat roads the charges are Rs. 0-14-0 per 
mile. Taxis can also be hired onan hourly 
basis. The rates are as follows :—Rs. 7-8-0 per 
hour within municipal limits. Beyond munici- 
pal limits Rs. 1-4-O per mile. Return trip to 
the airport is Rs. 12—8-0. 

Charges for a three hour excursion of the 
Meenakshi Temple, Tirumal Nayak Palace 
and WVandiyur Teppakulam by taxt 5 
Rs. 22-8-0. 

il) Bus Service :—There is a local bus service 
which connects all important places in the 
city. For town buses the charges are one 
anna for the first stage and half an anna for 
every subsequent stage of about a mile. 

111) Auto-rickshaws :— (Charges 34 annas 
per mile). Waiting chargeis one anna for 
every five minutes. Cycle rickshaws and horse- 
carriages available. 

Guide Services :—Guides are recognised 
by (1) municipality (9 guides), (2) Temple 
authorities (30 guides) and (3) Court (8 guides). 

- 3 English speaking guides are available with 
Mr. V. R. S. Mani, Proprietor: of South 
India Travel Agency. Mr. Mani himself acts 
as a guide to special parties. 

Rates :—Rs. 10/- for half day and Rs. 30/- 
for full day (when Mr. Mani accompanies the 
party), For other guides the rates are Rs. 5/- 
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