






























































12 ESTATES LAND ACT COMMITTEE

Q.—How much is paid to the zamindar per year?

A.—About Rs. 7,000 according to settlement. ;

Q.—If so, in respect of what period is this arrear due? That means 10 years’ dues
have not been paid? :

A.—We have been paying but they would not give receipts. If there was an old
arrear, the money would be credited to it. (The witness showed a receipt given to Polaki
Paddappa.) Though it was said that there was no arrear, proceedings were taken in
respect of the lands. That ryot has not come here. I have come on his behalf. The
receipt was given on 22nd January 1935. The agent on behalf of the zamindar, it means,
showed nil arrears. This is a petition for execution of a decree.

@.—You said a suit has been filed ; what 1s that?

A.—This occurred 12 years ago. After the arrear was collected, proceedings were
again launched. The dispute was in the year 1920 and an execution petition was subse-
quently filed in 1935.

@.—What was the result of that petition?

A.—They said that we should make representations, in case we should have objections
to the existing rate.

@.—On what date did they ask you to be present? Was it in October?

A.—When some of the receipts were produced, the suit was dismissed by the
Collector’s court on the ground that they were not filed in proper time and were also
time-barred. There are some other suits like this.

[Questioned by Mr. Mahboob Ali Baig, he said that the total arrear was that amount,
the last payment was made 3 years. ago and the receipts were therefore time-barred. ]

(The witness presented another receipt.) Crediting it to faslis 1334 and 1335, they
gave a receipt for an old arrear. Though they had taken Rs. 65 paid by Nowpada Pothayya
ete., for survey, they did not make the survey. (Produced two receipts, one for Rs. 65,
dated 6th October 1934, and another for Rs. 40, dated 7th January 1936.) ;

Mr. V. V. JocayyA Panturnu: @Q.—Was it for the reason that they were time-
barred ?
A.—They had one document executed for Rs. 4,000.

@.—Why did you execute it?
A.—As they threatened to take distraint proceedings, I was afraid and executed it.
They forced me to execute it.

The ZAMINDAR OF MIRZAPURAM : @).—How long égo was this executed?
A.—It was executed out of fear.

Mr. MAHBOOB ALl BAIG: @.—Why were you in arrears?
A.—We placed our village under survey and settlement operations. Unable to meet
cultivation expenses and family expenses, I had to be in arrears of rent.

The ZAMINDAR OF MIRZAPURAM : ().—How much do you owe now?

A.—They had a document executed by me for Rs. 4,000 and odd. I executed more
than two years ago a morfgage deed. This was because I was not able to pay the decree
amount and bear cultivation expenses for faslis including the fasli in respect of which
there was time-bar.

@.—How much lands have you? Do you do cultivation personally ? :

A.—About 30 to 50 acres of wet land and 30 acres of dry land. For 5 or 6 acres of.
wet land, there is a rate of Rs. 14, Rs. 13, Rs. 12-8-0 and even Rs. 10. I do cultivation
personally engaging coolies. I have not sublet any lands.

@.—How much do the sub-tenants give?

A.—They prepare estimates and give a portion of the produce. For ten bags he would
deduct two bags, and out of the remaining eight he would give four. We would incur
heavier expenditure per acre. For seeds, transplantation and weeding the expenses would
come nearly to Rs. 20. TFor private mamuls two bags are required.

@Q.—Out of the amount of Rs. 80,000, what is the decree amount and what is the'
outstanding arrear? : '

A.—They said that the decree amount came to 60 to 70 thousand rupees and that
this together with all the balance aggregated to Rs. 80,000, 10 or 12 years ago they fixed
the prices (of land) at Rs. 160—Rs. 175. R

Q.—Was this land acquired by you or by your ancestors?
A.—I did not acquire it. Then there was not the injustice of the present times.
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The UHAIRMAN : @.—Should they (the zamindars) or should they not have means.
whereby to collect their dues in the event of failure to pay them?

A.—Fair rents will be paid.

Mr. V. V. Jogayya Panturu : Q.—Do you say that there should be no high-handed-
ness? Do you say that suits should not be filed?

A.—How can they (ryots) say that suits should not be filed?

@.—I1f the zamindars depend upon muchilika alone, they have got the power to dis-
train. Do you say it is just or unjust? Do you say that it is unjust to distrain in the
absence of a decree?

A.—It 1s unjust for them to distrain.

@.—Do you consider that the Mustajare system should not exist?

A.—There should be direct dealings between the zamindar and the ryot. I.oss
results from there being middlemen.

@.—Are lands being sold after decrees are obtained? Are they sold for arrears or
do you say that only that much of land that would suffice for the rent of Rs. 400 should.
be sold?

[Here the Chairman remarked: ‘‘ Should he tell us that? ’’]

A.—Four acres of land were sold by the Hstate for Rs. 142.

@.—Suppose there are arrears in respect of a land and there is no decree. But the-
Jund is sold?

[The Chairman disallowed this as hypothetical question.]

@.—In how many instalments do you want the rent to be collected?
A.—We want it to be collected in four monthly instalments after February.

@Q.—You said that the zamindar has made default in respect of water facilities?
A.—It has been hitherto the duty of the zamindar.

Q-—Is 1t or is it not your duty to do a portion?

A.—We have to do kudimaramath. The rest will have to be done by them (the
zamindars).

Q.—In your Estate, up to what amount should he do and up to what amount
should you do?

A.—Usually we have been doing kudimaramath ourselves. One ryot has 3 acres
of land and Rs. 84 is being collected.

e i?.-—fE’earJtl.'a.pB those lands are fertile. For how long have they been collecting like:
a

A.—We have been paying from fasli 1333.

@.—How much was it previous to that?
4.—It used to be Rs. 10 previous to that.

@.—Have you got the pattas and the receipts?
A.—The ryot’s house was burnt.

Mr. MaEBOOB ALl BalG: @Q.—What crops are raised on the lands?
A.—Paddy.

Mr. V V. JogAYYA PANTULU : Q.—Have you got communal lands or forests? Who-
has got rights over them? Is it the zamindar or the ryot ? |
A.—The ryots should have rights over them.

@.—Do you say that the ryots have no right of passage over the hills?
A.—The ryots have got the right to obtain stones and timber for house construction..

@.—Did they have these rights previously?
A.—Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : @Q.—Till how long ago did they have the rights?
A.—All persons used to obtain them without paying money. They are now taking:

money from some.” Money is not taken from the people of some villages. It is not taken
from some villages.

_ Mr. P. S. KoMArRAswAMT RAJA: Q.—Are there differences in one and thé same-
village ?
A.—No.

Mr. V. V. JoeAYyAa PANTULU : Q.—Are any persons getting their lands cultivated
by smaller ryots?

A.—There are no such big ryots in our estate at all.
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Mamidivada.—In 1296 the rent was Rs. 39-0—1 and in 1318, it was Rs. 51.
The witness presented two other pattas.

Then, there was the jirayati purchased by the ryot. When transfer of pattas was
effected, the rent was increased. I am citing a sale deed and patta as a sample. An
increase in rent is made when a transfer from any person is effected. I shall explain
that. I am giving particulars of each case. I purchased the land in fasli 1314 for Rs. 1,000.
The rent for it was Rs. 198. We divided the patta lands into three parts. They increased
the rent by one anna in the rupee and made it Rs. 96. As the cowle was transferred 1n
the name of one person, the increase was made in respect of one person only. On the
plea of providing water facilities, they collected the increased remt. They filed suits,
when payment was not made. The Collector gave his decision. There are many channels,
streams and tanks in our estate. But they are not in good repair. They lease them
out. The estate authorities effect repairs to channels. There is an ayacut under the
streams and the Sarada channels. They are situated in the lease villages. There are no
proper irrigation facilities. The land covered by irrigation sources has been given over
for cultivation. The lands further down have become useless. Tt is not used as tank.
Some are like that. It is not possible to describe those that are in disrepair. Petitions
have been submitted. Suits were filed against all the ryots. The excess amounts charged
were disallowed and decrees passed in favour of ryots. Suits were withdrawn during the
regime of Mr. Sanyasiraju Pantulu. So far, there have been no arrears. Nothing has
been done since 1925. A certain tank has breached in its bunds. Remission was sought
on this account. They asked us to file a suit for the loss sustained, as per the lease.
They asked us to file a suit for failure to supply water. The suit for loss is pending.’
This land 18 under an ayacut. It was given to another. We have submitted a petition,
‘We gave 1t to the pettanamdar and he received it. The rates in our estate range from
Rs. 8 to Rs. 30. All the land belongs to the same class. In adjoining Government
villages for the same class of land the rate ranges from Rs. 2 to Rs. 10 according to the
mdividual. The trouble consequent on joint pafttas is that suits are filed against one for
the arrears due from others. Round about Anakapalle, vegetables are grown on dry land.

Sugarcane is also cultivated. The rate for it is Rs. 30. The rate is not different for
different crops.

‘When we construct houses in our patta lands, suits are filed for their removal. They
do not permit us to construct houses. They are asking some to go away. They are
serving orders and notices. To my knowledge, they are 25 or 30. They say that the
land 1s intended exclusively for cultivation. How is it possible to carry on agriculture
if there are no houses near by. Four hundred houses were washed away during‘bthe floods -
season. Suits are filed, preventing construction of houses on their original sites. The
Collector ordered payment of Rs. 15 being the costs. An appeal regarding a compound
wall is pending in the Judge's court. Rs. 3 was asked to be given as a COmMpromise.
They gave it for Rs. 600, saying that houses might be constructed. Seventy cents of land
was separately surveyed and mamul jirayati rate charged. Saying that the extent was
more than 4 acres, they have taken possession of the crop ready for harvest and are sellin
the same. We have submitted petitions, contending that it was not the proper rates.

We paid as per the Hstates Land Act on 26th March 1931. It would be well it all the
lands are surveyed.

().—How can it be done well?

A.—Survey and settlement should now be done and a record of richts prepared
immediately. Government rates applicable to similar lands should be fixed. We should
have rates similar to those in Government villages. We want that. There should be one
uniform rate for all the villagers. Our rates are a little less, my father havine been a
village munsif. They have increased it by one-quarter anna. As we have b etéu e
gervice to them, they have levied a lower rate. Water sources have become SPOiIedg
They should all be brought under irrigation sources. The ryots should have full i hts;
to construct houses. Rent should be collected for those houses that have been construc%;ed

Collection of rent.—The amin has one farm. The pla,nchayat or Government should
collect rent. Tt should be made regular. There are lands which are charced wet rates
Those who have accepted them have paid them and the others have not.b A fixed suni
should be set apart for works every year. The Public Works Department or the panchayat
should do this. A sum of 4 annas in the rupee on the whole should be set apart.

Closed at 6-30 p.m. on 8th January 1938
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@Q.—Is the occupied ‘‘ cow-pasture land *’ ploughed ?
A.—A portion of it has been ploughed.

Mr. B. NARAYANASWAMI NAYUDU : @.—How much village-site is there?
4 .—There is no village-site at all.
@.—If any houses have to be constructed, do they have them constructed in the

fields ?
A.—Yes. Houses are being constructed in patta lands alone.

().—Are there any ‘papers (to be presented) ?

A.—Our people filed a suit in the court praying for revision of the rate when it was
Rs. 14 and the suit was dismissed on the estate people pleading that all irrigation rates.
(facilities) weuld be improved.

@.—Was any appeal preferred thereupon ?
A.—They (estate people) won the appeal also. (Produced judgment copy.)

[Elere Mr. R. Mandeswara Sarma wanted that some men who, he said, are nearby
may be examined and the Chairman said ‘‘ you were not present and your men were not
present. Vizianagram people had not the records with them. They want to collect the
records.’’ ]

The examination of the witness continued.

Q.—What have you to say about Gopalapuram ?
4.—It has not been surveyed.

@.—What assessments are they paying?

A.—In 1890, it was Rs. 5562. A portion of the whole tank area (ayacut)? Dry, wet
and gardens was leased out. The total rent used to be Rs. 552. 5-6 years ago, it was
more than Rs. 600. BSubsequently the dry lands were excluded from the lease and given
to others. Now it is given for Rs. 1,250. They are collecting a rent of Rs. 600 in respect.
of the dry land excluded therefrom. Saying, ‘‘ The ryots have no right. We shall do as we:
please.”” They have done it.

¢.—Is it inam land ?

A.—One-share is mine.

@.—Have you anything more to say about Gopalapuram estate?

A .—No.

Questioned by Mr. V. V. Jogayya Pantulu, the witness said : Out of 8 parts, two are-
ours. We pay Rs. 164 therefor. No survey has been effected. The extent is roughly
o acres. We are paying Rs. 160 for it. :

@.—What is the expenditure incuired per acre of Gopalapuram land ? -

A.—1It comes to Rs. 38, Rs. 33 are paid (as rent). :

(.—When referring to expenses, do you include rent algo therein ?

A.—The rent is not included. I have:taken into account the cost of seeds, trans--
plantation and cooly.

@.—How much lands have you in Vizianagram estate?

A.—TI have 40 acres. T am paying Rs. 280 for the same. This covers both wet and-
dry. For wet, I am paying Rs. 14 to Rs. 16.

.—How much expenditure do you incur for the Vizianagram land ?

A.—The total expense comes to Rs. 38. There is no income. IT.oss alone would resulf..
Rs. 3 to Rs. 5 per acre has to be spent from my pocket. I have petitioned the estate
authorities in the matter. (Here he produced a petition.) Sy

@.—You said that cultivation was done unauthorizedly, that the estate authorities-
had given over some portion and that they had given some portion to the ryots?

A.—They gave them at the rate of Rs. 35 and charged ‘ Nazarana.’ °

().—How much are they collecting from the ryots?

A.—They are collecting at the rate of Rs. 5 and are demanding ‘ Nazarana.” The-
matter is under dispute. .

@.—Are these permanent inams? Are these inams given by the estate from jero--
yati? T A _ g2 o
4 .—'There are some ° darimila inams.” T have no correct information.
The ZAMINDAR OF MIRZAPURAM : Q.—FHave you inams? Are they ‘ darimila inams ’?-

Do yvou know ? o e SF
~ A.—TI do not know. I am unable to say definitely whether they were granted in-

the past or subsequently.
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Revenue Officer and the District Collector. No action has been taken on them. We-
have submitted a petition in respect of waste lands, stating the fact of our having
applied for assignment of the same.

The ZAMINDAR OF MIRZAPURAM : Q.—To whom have you submitted it?
A.—To the contractor.

Q.—Has assignment (of the lands) been made on payment of money?

A.—Assignment has been made, a najarana of Rs. 575 and a rate of Rs. 2 per acre
having been charged.

Q.—Why have you not been given ?

A.—1 was asked to ‘* get out >’ even by bigwigs.

Questioned by Mr. Mahaboob Ali Baig, M.L.A., the witness said : In our village the-
cattle, cows and cow-buffaloes are one thousand in number, and there are 180 pairs of
bullocks.

Witness No. 30. Vizagapatam. 10th January 1938.

Oral evidence of Mr. Korada Suri Nayudu, son of Rama Nayudu, aged 60 years,
agriculture, residing at Korada, Vizianagram estate.

The CHAIRMAN : Q.—How much land have you?

A.—T do not know the area of the land. I have a patta (land) of Rs. 200 irrigated
by zamindari tanks for which there are no water sources. The wet rate is Rs. 12 fto-
Rs. 13, while the dry rate is up to Rs. 6.

Q.—How much can you pay for wet land ?
A.—A charge of Rs. 5 would suffice. For our village there are rates from Rs. 3 to-
Rs. 5. ;

Q.—Is your land good?
4.—My lands are subject to the loss of crops. The yield per acre is below one.
cart-load. T do not know about the vield of other lands. Those too give the same yieid.

@.—What is the distance between your land and that land?
A.—The distance is four or five furlongs.

(Q.—Is there difference between your crop and their crop? Does the water of one
and the same tank irrigate the lands paying a rate of Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 and those paying
a rate of Rs. 10 to Rs. 127

A.—Yes. After the advent of the Courts of Wards, we represented the mafter to-
them. There 18 no reply. We have put in petitions. The tank was repaired last
year. They said they would complete the repairs this year. There is no canal to lands
bearing the rate of Rs. 10 to Rs. 12. We are at the end. They would not allow us

waver. They have enhanced the rent by two annas per rupee. I do not know why they
have done so. ;

The ZAMINDAR OF MIRZAPURAM : Q.—You are paying a rent of Rs. 200. Are yow
paying Rs. 10 to Rs. 12 per acre? :
A.—Yes, Sir. I do not know the extent.

().—Ts there no other land under the tank, the rent of which is Rs. 10 to Rs. 129
A.—There are lands of other ryots, in respect of which a rent of Rs. 10 to Rs. 12
is paid.

‘Witness No. 31. Vizagapatam. 10th January 1938..

Oral evidence of Mr. Matta Narayanaswami, son of Gurayya, agriculture, residing at Pulli
(Purchi, Bobbili taluk.)

@.—Did you put in any petition to the Board of Revenue?

A.—We have petitioned offering 14 and requesting that survey may be effected.
We require survey.

@.—What is the rate for your land? :

4.—Rupees 61-11—4 per garce. On the whole they are collecting Rs. 66—4-0. Rents
are high. Survey may be effected and remissions may be granted in respect of our
lands which should be treated equally with Government lands. The rate applicable to-
Palakonda taluk ranges from Rs. 8 to Rs. 14. One acre there would be equivalent to 11
acres of our '* garce '’ land. No other zamindaris or estates are situated near to us. In
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