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INTRODUCTION d oy

During Wellesley’s rule, Mysore, Hyderabad, Oudh, the Peshwa’s
state, Baroda and Travancore were brought into the vortex of the subsi-
diary system. These subsidiary treaties were followed by others. Their
first and primary aim was to safeguard the security of the Company’s
territories and also avert war and establish tranquillity and peace
throughout the whole of India. There can be observed a certain degree
of resemblance between these Indian subsidiary treaties and the freaties
of accession entered into by the Christian powers of Europe on invita-
tion to.the Holy Alliance formed in September 1815. The view has
heen put forward that the subsidiary treaties made by Wellesley did
not help to establish the paramountcy of the British power in India
which was only achieved many years afterwards. i

v

It was consequently not wholly out of tune with the continuation of
Wellesley’s system, that the Britishh Government did not interfere, in
the post-Wellesley epoch, with the Rajput and other states in Malwa,
Mewar and Marwar, which were ftributary to the Sindia; and this non-
interference was in strict accordance with the treaty of November 1805
concluded with the Sindia, which confirmed all the provisions of the
previous treaty made in December 1803 with him; Gohad and Gwalior
were ceded to him by the treaty, while its 8th article provided that the
Company was not to engage in any political relations with the Rajput
tributaries of the Sindia in Malwa, Mewar and Marwar. It was only
by a subsequent treaty concluded by the Marquis of Hastings with the
Sindia in November 1817, that the Company was specifically permitted
to form engagements with these Rajput and other states; and by a
similar treaty with the Holkar concluded a Mandesor in January 1818,
the latter’s tributary rights over these states were likewise transferred
to the British. It was as a consequence of the rights secured by these
two treaties, that all the engagements of the Eritish Government with
the Rajput states, with Bhopal, with the twin states of Dewas and with
Dhar that were concluded in the course of the year 1818,—while they
provided for non-interference in their internal affairs,—compelled these
states to co-operate with the British power to the extent of their military
resources and to act in subordinate co-operation with them for ever.
It has been held, therefore, that the British were the rightful successors
of the Sindia as the paramount power over these states in consequence
of their treaty with him and of their subsequent engagements with the
latter powers.

That the right to interfere based on claims of paramountcy thus
acquired, was limited in area and applicable only in the case of certain
definitely mentioned states in the time of the Marquis of Hastings and
not to be extended to other states in alliance with the British, was
seen in his refusal to permit Metcalfe, then Resident with the Nizam,


















INTRODUCTION : xi

praise it. Complaint is extinguished and the voice of praise raised in
its stead. Nothing is more remarkable than the propensity of all sorts
of persons connected with the Indian Government to infer from any-
thing and everything the flourishing state of the country.”

According to Bright, Dickinson, J. B. Norton, Ludlow and other
champions of the cause of Indian Princes, the national conscience of
England had been lulled to slumber by repeated assertions that the
extinction of Native States, and their absorption so warmly advocated
by the Friend of Indic and other pro-Government organs, was “an
‘unspeakable blessing to the people whose nationality had been scourged
out of them” by tyrannical princes and also that the annexations would
add to the resources of the public treasury and to British military
strength  (both unrealised expectations). The champions of anti-
annexation endeavoured to rouse in Britain a feeling of national self-
approach and the taking to heart of long-rejected warnings and showed
how wrong was the notion that the states were worse governed than
British India.

But even in the first part of 1858, after the lessons of the Mutiny had
forced themselves on the mind of the English nation, Dickinson could not
anticipate that, within a few months, Lord Canning would ‘explicitly
recant every one of the arguments by which the annexation policy had
been recommended.’

A danger from another quarter was envisaged by Sir William
Sleeman as a consequence of the continuous annexations of Dalhousie.
Sleeman wrote to Sir James Weir Hogg, one of Dalhousie’s strongest
supporters in the Court of Directors, in January 1853: —“The Native
States I consider to be breakwaters, and when they are all swept away,
we shall be left to the mercy of our native army which may not always
be sufficiently under our control.” To Dalhousie himself Sleeman had
previously written, warning him that “the system of annexing and
absorbing Native States—so popular with our Indian service and so
much advocated by a certain class of writers in public journals—might
some day render us too visibly dependent upon our native army; that
they might see it, and accidents might occur to unite them, or too
great a portion of them to some desperate act.”

John Dickinson, in his book, India, Its Government under @
Bureaucracy, written before the anmexation of Nagpur and Jhansi,
also held out a similar warning. He feared:—“For the fire (of dis-
content) is not out; we are obliged to keep it up by our native army,
which may blaze into a conflagration and burn the Empire...a storm
may arise in India which will cost us more to maintain our power,
than all we have gained, or can ever hope to gain, by our confiscations.”

Even four years prior to Dickinson’s warning, when Satara had
just been annexed, General Briggs who had opposed annexation on
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32 THE INWARDNESS OF BRITISH ANNEXATIONS IN INDIA

£3,000 for his ‘exemplary fulfilment of the duties’ of ‘his elevated situa-
tion,” which had filled their minds with ‘feelings of unqualified satisfac-
tion and pleasure.”’ He did not receive the sword, however, for early in
1836, the Resident at Satara had reported that he suspected that the
Raja was trying to seduce British sepoys stationed in his capital from
their allegiance. The Bombay authorities prosecuted the enquiry ‘with
an eagerness that embarrassed the Government both at Calcutta and at
home.” After a close examination of the evidence, Lord Aukland’s Gov-
ernment decided that there was “little or nothing in the evidence re-
corded . . . . to inculpate the Raja.” He should, however, be warned
that suspicions had arisen, and advised to conduet himself warily to pre-
vent such episodes, painful for both sides.

Then the whole affair might well have been dropped. Grant was
not willing to drop it, and did not drop it. But he died in 1838, and
others had to continue his inquiry. Further accusations of anti-English
intrigue with other powers, notably with the Ruler of Jodhpur and with
the Portuguese of Goa were brought against him. The evidence did not
seem considerable to several contemporary British officers. One of the
charges was that the Raja used titles which indicated that he considered
himself the head of the Maratha people, and in general rather more im-
portant than the Paramount Power considered him. But in India (where
“titles had always been cheap, and the Company had never scrupled to
go on giving them to Nawabs and Rajas who had been stripped of every
shred of power and territory”) this one proved offence (if offence it
was) did not justify annexation. At last in 1839 the Bombay Govern-
ment “took the singularly infelicitous step of inviting the accused prince
to acknowledge the truth of the accusation, and renew with more strin-
gent terms the treaty alleged to be broken. Intimation was given that,
on his failing to incriminate himself, he would be dethroned. The terms
were indignantly rejected, and the dethroned prince went into exile.?

v
Sir Bartle Frere, who was the Resident when Raja Appa Sahib of
Satara died in 1848, was strongly impressed with the “impropriety and
iniquity” of the intention, clearly manifested by Government, on that

*Pratap Singh thus preferred to be dismissed, rather than accept pardon for
actions that had not been proved or even examined in a fair court. He resided at
Benares, until his death in 1847, conducting a campaign of protest both in India and
England, with many British sympathisers. “He was regarded as a martyr of Bri-
tish injustice by Indian opinion. He quite possibly was guilty——he and the Por-
tuguese may even come to know Sir Robert Grant’s statesmanlike plans for them,
and have taken counsel together, as threatened men sometimes do; and it is very
probable that he was not an enthusiastic subject of the Company, or sure of his
own future under their expansive mood.” But there is no justification for the way
in which our historians assume a doubtful case as proved, as when the Oxford His-
tory of India compresses his Story into words as follows:—“The Raja of Satara. . . .
engaged in a long-continued series of foolish treasonable intrigues—with the Portu-
guese and other people. The Bombay Government made every effort to convince
the Raja of his folly, and gave him opportunities for repentance; but he refused to
listen, and was necessarily deposed, his brother taking his place.”
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