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8 THE NABOBS OF MADRAS

fought shy of that foreign and desperately expensive
port, and never put in there if they could help it. As a
rule, passengers were limited to telling each other apoctry-
phal stories of the beauty and liberality of the Portuguese
ladies of Rio.

Normally then you put about, and, without even sight-
ing land, sailed east by south till you reached the Cape
of Good Hope. That would take you between eight
weeks and twelve from the time of leaving England.
There you often put in. The ship was almost certain to
need some repairs; the crew would be showing signs of
scurvy after so prolonged a diet of salt junk; the pas-
sengers would be irritable with their long confinement.
A week’s stay there was a welcome break in the long
voyage. But it was expensive. You were not allowed
to remain on shipboard, eating up the stock of provisions.
You had to go ashore, where you found every private
house prepared to take in guests for a consideration.
What the common rate was at this time I do not know,
but a little later people paid a dollar and a half a day.

“In the evening,” says the diary of a young cadet, “I
went on shore at the Cape Town, and was conducted by
some friends to the house of Mr Vanderpool, where we
were to lodge. . . . After passing the evening pretty
agreeably with our landlord and his four daughters, supper
was brought in with greater order than we had been
accustomed to see for three months past. Qur chief enter—
tainment consisted of a great variety of fruits and
abundance of Cape wine.

“No less than nine Scotchmen were at supper, all pas-
sengers and officers on board the Princess Royal. . . .
After some agreeable small talk, we were shown to our
apartments where we were to sleep. They were for the
most part small and not very elegantly furnished, but
they were more agreeable to me than the best-furnished
room I had ever seen in Great Britain, . . . :
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