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Cowards die many times before their deaths
The valiant never taste of death but once
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: Awake

My fairest, my espoused, my latest found

Heavens lest, best gift, my ever-new delight

Awake ; the morning shines,

How nature paints her colours, how the bee

Sits on the bloom extracting liquid sweet.
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TRANSLATION EXERCISES
TRANSLATE INTO TAMIL—

Almost immediately as I arrived in my new desti~
nation I received your letter which seems fo have
followed me at my heels, and you wanted me to write
on old Seminary jokes and such hilarious incidentsin
my Seminary life that will interest the readers of your
Seminary magazine. Well, your letter of course was
duly and honourably cremated with its other bed fellows
in my own private crematorium which is known as the
‘Waste Paper Basket and why, because it is very difficult
to believe you and because you are always trying your
hand at a leg pull.

Your P. C. of 11—8—53 was a reminder but stil}
1 found it difficult to make up my mind. 1 carefully
serutinized the handwriting on the post card to ascer-
tain whether it is your own handwriting or that of a
member of the editor:al staff of your Seminary magazine.

Your posi card said that the boys have asked me to
write about my reminiscences of the Seminary days and
that they are waiting for the article, ebe., ete.

*® ® *

In administering this institution he not only used
his brains but also his powerful legs. It was the first
arrival of the South-West. The very first: shower rain-
ing cats and dogs, even elephants, filled the gutters with
water giving the boys, occasion for plenty of fun. They
started floating toy boats and ships in every nook and
corner. The old Father Varnat got alarmed when he
saw those fleets swarming his gutters, he thought, soon
they will block gatters and the Seminary would be sub-
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mmerged. Like another great Nelson, he started firing at
the fellows. ’ :

Catching one fellow at the very act of floating a
boat, * Are you going to float that here P> he thundered.
“ Not here but there Father», he replied; but before
the last word took the air, old Father Varnat raised his
massive leg and administered a kick which if it had been
implanted on the desired spot the recipient would have
tloated better than his paper boat.

For match-box covers and old razor blades, for
trinkets and nick-nacks time we have none, but for fun
.and profit, hobbies has each and every one. 1f you are
fat, you can look after the birds, If lean, you can rear
fish in the gurgling waters. If glum and petit, you can
patronize the bees and get stung everyday. If a goody-
goody fellow, you can proudly rule the roost—only take
«care—not to steal more than an egg a day. If vaip, and
somewhat & dandy, you have the piggery; and if you
have the gout, there’s the dairy. But if you are a pious
caty the garden with its smiling flowers, luscious vegeta~
bles and delicious fruits, welcome you to St. Peter’s
‘meditation. Occasional temptations are bound to show
their faces—to taste the ripe papaw or the forbidden
mango—Tfor stolen things are sweet, ain’t they? But
you have to practise war-time control over your passions
~lest you be ostracized and driven out of the hallowed
spot. !
i * ES *

The education we impars to our children is nota
mere cram-work with a view to Examinations which
’have become a craze in Ceylon because of the undue
stress laid on them by employerss The bulwark of our
<education is founded on the safest principles and on the
“solid foundation of Christian Doctrine which i€ inculéated
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into the hearts'and minds of the children net-by-the
process of cram-work or even systematiséd studyalone
but by the practice of the Christian principles of Cﬁm,
self-sacrifice and self-discipline and above all by a love
for God, one’s neighbour and for the State. Hand in
hand with the training of the mind goes the moral train-
ing based on the Christian code and developed according
to modern psychological findings. Each boy’s character
formation is attended to with the minutest care and
attention. The Reverend Fathers associated with me in
the guidance of these children pay individual attention
to every child and help them through life’s dreary way,
by giving an impetus and encouragement to their good
qualities and by tact and kindness helping them to irradi-
cate the bad.
* - * *

The cocoanut palms that fringe its coast excite the
wonder of visitors when they learn of the many uses of
this palm. Among the tea bushes grown on the slopes
of the hills can be seen the hardy Indian labourers
_ patiently toiling throughout the day plucking the tender
feaves to be cured in factories fitted with machinery, to
‘satisfy the demands from distaus shores for Ceylon-
grown .jea. The cinnamon bark obtained from the
stems of a bushy shrub was' once the much coveted
article of commerce to the Porfuguese. The paddy
fields that yield the staple article of food lie on the allu-
‘vial plains or on those of the dry zone. The wisdom of
ihe ancient Sinhalese kings led them to construct huge
tanks to store the water of the periodical rains to be
used in irrigating the fields during the seasons of drought.-
What great engineering skl is behind this form of work
is a problem that yet remains to be solved The
olimatic conditions encourage man %0 till the soil at the
sweat of his brow, sow the seeds and expect in retarn a.

tich harvest for hislabours. The rubber trees thab thrive
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on the higher parts of the country yield a latex which is
collected and prepared into sheets and are sent to places
where there is need.

* * "

‘COMFORT AND AIR TRAVEL:

The story of the magic carpet which carried the
princes of Bagdad through the air was then but the
height of imagination in the realm of spellbounding fic-
tion. To-day the conquest of the air is nothing but an
awe-inspiring reality—one of the most profound achieve-
ments of Modern Science. Man who trembled at the
sight of Stevenson®s steam engine can now rise miles
into space, he can ily over the highest mountains, across
the most forbidding deserts and the broadest oceans, he
is even seriously thinking of a journey to the moon. In
‘his unique aim, the scientist seems unsatisfied with the
wealth of the earth, hence he aspires highinto the planets
10 snatch comfort even thence.

Since the first aerial flight of the Wright brothers
on December 13th, 1903, the conguest of the air has
advanced with gigantic strides. The plane in which the
Wright brothers achieved ilight was but a far echo of the
‘heavy bomber or the supersonic ‘ Hav.lland jet* comet
of to-day. The recent dramatic yet tragic achievemenis
of pilots like John Derry on sapersonics will ever
remain as monuments to mark the twensieth century—a
-century of unparalleled advancement in air travel—in
the quest for comfort.

* * *

The modern tendency is to revolutionize everything
‘to the American push-button style. Anclent ideas and
theories have all been exploded in the new light of
scientif.c facts and figures. This new light has penet-
rated also into our little isle and let us see here iss effects
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on the theory of Sigiriya, which though years old and
unchallenged, faces a terrible bombarding to-day at the
hands of Dr. Paranavitane, the enterprising Commis-
sioner of Archaeology in Ceylon.

Was it an impregnable fortress as hitherto believed
or was it a pleasure resort P—there lies the guestion !

The old theory as based on the Mahawamsa wasg
‘that Sigiriya was a hiding place for Xashyapa against
she fury of his half-brother Mugalan who had been en-
raged by Kashyapa’s parricide.

This was the foundation of the old theory. But the
very foundation crumbles when we examine the purpose
of the Datu Sena episode in the Mahawamsa.

* e *

¢ Soldiers, you are ill-fed and almost naked. The
‘Government owes you much, but can do nothing for
you. Your patience, your courage do you honour, but
bring you neither advantage nor glory. I am about to
lead you into the most fruitful plains in the world.
Rich provinces, great cities will be in your power.
There you will find honour and fame and wealth,
Soldiers of the army of Italy, will you be found wanting
in courage > With these words addressed to a French
army of which he had taken command. Napoleon raised
the curtain on & drama which held mankind spell-bound
for morc than o century. ¢ Save yourself who can?,
‘the ery that rose'as he fled from Waterloo rang down
the curtain. The play was over. Another exawmple of
the fate that befell a man who had become ambition®s

slave.
* *

The French are, in one sense, the most united of
the European nations, They are bound ‘together by
common traditions of thought and behaviour developed
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during a thousand years of independent nationhood.
Yet twentieth century France has been the most deeply
divided of the democracies. The sharp. economic and
political contlicts between pecasants and urban workers
are only two elements in the picture. For more than a
century and a half French Society has been riven
between those who accept the princ-ples of the Revolu-
tion with their emphasis on republicanism, ¢ free-
thinking » and social radicalism, and those who look for
the regencration of France through authoritarian Gov-
ernment, social conservatismi aud & politically powerful

Church. 'This rift cuts across and complicates econo-
mic divigions, From another point of view, recent
French political history has been a battle between the
strong individualist strain in French thinking and the
etforts of successive Governments to offset this ten-
dency by building a strong and highly centralised
buresucratic machine. - Moreover, the Frenchman’s
liking for uncompromising controversy and possibly a
grain of intellectual intolerance in his make-up have
tended to multiply these conflicts, just as they have
helped to multiply political parties.

% * %

A great deal has been written about the introduc-
tion of * irce elections? since the surrender. It seems
certain that electors to-day cast their votes in a very
much freer atmospliere than before the war, and that,
for the most part, the secrecy of the ballot 1s observed,
Yet again it is essential to distinguish between the
appearance and the reality of political bebaviour,
Dbetween the formal institutions and the forces that work
through them. The degree to which a Japanese Govern-
ment 1s responsible to the Diet, and the Dict responsi-
ble to the people, is very difficult to discover. It is
doubtful whether a Japanese election expresses ¢ the
will of the people? in the sense in which this is gener-
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31ly understood in countties like' Britain’ or ¥Austealia, .
'Phis is partly because political ignorance and inmertis
are still so widespread in Japan, especially in the raral
areas, where the great majority of the peasants are still
socially and politically subservient to their traditional
« masters »—more than half Japan’s workers are -still
farmers and fishermen-—and partly because pressure
groups are 80 powerful, and political parties so loose and
undisciplined. The pressure groups work behind the
scenes, and it is hardly possible for the electors to .assess
their methods and aims. Hence it would be a big mis-
take to suppose that Japanese elections are really like
elections in Britain and Australia because of certain
similarities in the electoral laws. Indeed, Japan’s elec-
toral laws, if taken at their face value, would seem to
provide exceptional safeguards against. malpractices.
The general elections of October 1952  were specially
notable for the widespread police activity in arresting
and prosecuting candidates and their supporters for
alleged violations of electoral laws. During the last
week of the campaign a number of influential party
leaders were weakened in the early hours of the morn-
ing by the police, and taken off to the police stations for
questioning. : ' :

* # . *
THE LANGUAGE:

The legendary history of Ceylon begins with. the
Ramayana, the Indian epic poem, which recounts the
ravishing of Sita by the demon king of Lanka, Ravana,
and her recovery by her husband, Rama, with the aid
of the monkey ehief, Hanumanta. With the Dipa-
vamsa and the Mahavamsa, the old Pali chronicles of
Ceylon, we begin to have historical data, but scattered
among & mass of legends and pious recitals. There is.a
divergence of opinion among scholars, about the home

Qi w—8 ’
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of the first settlers, who, under Vijaya, * the Conqueror
founded in the 6th century B. C,, an Aryan colony in
this island. Even those who favour North-West India,
admit the possibility .of a later immigration from the
North-East. The followers of Vijaya are said to have
espoused Pandyan women from South India (Mahav. vii,
48 {f), and it is not unlikely that, in course of time, they
married with the people of the country, on whom they
imposed their Aryan language. Although it is a splendid
testimony to the national consciousness of the Sinhalese,
that they were able to preserve the Aryan character of
their language, in spite of the broad wall of Dravidian
races which separated them from the WNorth Indian
langudges: one must however, expect a certain amount
of Dravidian infiltrations into the morphology and pho-
nology of the Sinhalese tongue.

. On this first anniversary of the attainment of
independence by Ceylon many will ask what this inde-
pendence has meant to the people of Ceylon. Has ' the
cessation of foreign rule with all its implications led to
any definite change in the form of Government, the
economy of the island, and the social system? What
plan is there to modify the system of Government in
order to bring i1t into line with the pecul:ar needs of
Ceylon? What changes are contemplated to transform
the colomal economy into a national ecomomy? Is
there any plan to abandon English as the language of
the Government and to give an impetus to the develop-
ment ot the cultures of the people?

- Other articles in this number will show -what
changes have taken place during the year. An alter-
ation in the status of the country naturally led to a
considerable amount of new legislation to implement
the change, and in many matters it will be shown how,
freed from external control,’ the Ministers, wisely or
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hastily, have made changes in certain directions or have
originated new measures for the advancement of the
country. But they undoubtedly will not point to new
plans for a radical change in the entire system of Gov-
ernment and society. (f they did, it will mean that
British rule was generally not in accordance with the
interests or the needs of the people of Ceylon.

A great deal of paticnce is necessary. Slowly but
gurely all men of good will must strive to make mis-
trust and suspicion give place to trust and confidence.
Surely the contending parties will begin to recognise
where lies the truth. They will then be courageous to
recognise what is right and do what is right. Let us
take an example. Can the U, 8. 8.R. really and truly
say that Ceylon is not qualified to be a member of the
United Nations. Iam sure they know they are not
right and yet they do what. i not right. If on the
other hand they have the courage to do.what they must
know is right, 1t will have a tremendous affect ; a new
tone will be given to the discussions of the Assembly
and & new atmosphere of righteousness will prevail.
1f all other countres also decide to adopt this line, then

* friction and d strust will disappear and the true purpose
of international conferences will have been achieved.

* * *
WOMEN OF THE NORTH:

- If women of this class do not take easily to Indus-
try those in the North do' Jaffna is poorly endowed by
nature, but is owing to the energy of its people, one of
the most productive arcas of Ceylon. The palmyrs is
less prodigal of gifts than the cocoanut but women make
full use of it. A little limeis added to the sap from
palmyra flower and the liquor boiled down and poured
into small baskets made of plaited palmyra leaf. This
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jaggery has a ready sale. Even baskets stout eriough to
carry water are made from palmyra leaves. . R
7 Sometimes the fruit is permitted to form instead of
being crushed in embryo by the toddy drawer. This s
buried and when the parsnip like sprouts appear they
aré dried and sold by basket women together with onions,
chillies and’ turmeric, all raised with infinite labour
under difficult onditions, ° :

* * *

- ¢ This problem connects with a distinct problem, that
of Ministerial interference in administrative matters,
another relic of the Hxecutive Committees, where the
suspension of & teacher, the transfer of a medical officer,
the promotion of an engineer, the dismissal of a work-
man,and 80 on, was regarded as a matter of high
policy. It is 1ot easy to ascertain how far these uncon-
stitutional activities have been taken over by the
Ministers. Theoretically, the most important of them,
those. connected with the appointment, dismissal, transfer
(to & higher salary) and disciplinary control of officers,
ought to have disappeared, because these functions are
vested in the Public Service Commission and the Judi-
cial .Service Commission. There are however indica-
tions that pressure is still brought to bear by Members
of Parliament in the hope of deviating administrative
action in the interest of private individuals.
* * #

They had been defending the lonely hill all day
against the Reds. In the . afternoon the Communists
had retreated; but they had guarded the hill £ill dusk and
now they were returning to their camps. They had
decided to use a disused farm, once used by the Reds.
After a dip in a nearby brook and & hcarty meal they
retired for the night. Little did they realise that they
were to sleep forever—the minutes in a time-bomb set
underground were ticking off the time between them
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and eternity, but Martin was not in hig bunk, he was
feeling for his rosary. Many a time had he rolled the
worn-out beads between his fingers, He was just keep-
ing & promise. He had promised his grey-haired mother
that he would recite at least one decade of the rosary
each day whatever the circumstances might be. More-
over, his mother had placed him under the protection of
the Beautiful Liady in Blue, so that he might return
home safe, and, may be had a medal or two pinned on
his shirt breast. .

3

A decoction of the leaves is said to be regularly used
by the inhabitants 'of Sumatra, especially at Padang.
The leaves are held over a fire- made of dry bamboo or
other wood which™ gives little smoke ; when suificiently
roasted they have a buff colour; they are ground tos
powder and used in the same way as coffee. When
made sufficiently strong the infusion is by no means
unpalatable ; unfortunately the leaves have an unplea-
sant senna-like flavour which greatly militates against
their chiances of popularity. Moreover, as the plants
will not afford both a crop of leaves and fruits, the latter
is never likely to be subordinated to the former asa
commerecial article.

% #

* The importance of milk therefore, as a part of our
normal diet 15 twofold: as a source of body building
protein and as a substance containing health-giving
vitamin A and D. Vitamin B though occuring in
milk is of less importance. Where @ large part of the
population subsists on a purely vegetable diet, where
fruit is often an eéxpensive luxury, no food substance
could be found as valuable as milk.~ Dr. Aykroyd who
carried out a series of experiments in a boarding house
in Madras arrived at some interesting conclusions: boys
to whose normal diet 8 ounces of skimmed milk were
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added each day showed & greater increase than others
not only in weight but in height also. - -

The old order evolved as & result of the Industrial
Revolution in Hurope. With the help of anew indus-
trial technique invented in the latter part of the 18th
century, the nations of Europe were able to evolve &
new industrial civilization based on mass production and
cheap transport, the steam engine being the basis of
both, The extensive use of steam ships and railways
ushered in @ new era of international trade, and for a
time an economic internationalism of & sort came into
being. But all this changed after 1914. International
trade is now everywhere hampered by tariffs and
numerous other barriers. International rivalries have
_ become bitter-and prolonged, and recent events show
" that national sovereignty, especially of small nations, s
“under serious risk of being exterminated.

On this same page we publish the leiter of the
Ceylon Mexcantile Union to the Employers’ Federation
and the reply of the Federation. The reply 1s categoric.
“ The nine demands in question are inacceptable.’> The
demands of the Mercantile Union dealt with salary
scales, provident fund, ordinary and sick leave, over-
time, security of service and procedure -to be followed in
the case of disputes. We published the memorandum
of the Mercantile Union in our August issue, and we
then said that the memorandum formed -an admirable
basis for negotiation. It would have been too much
to expect the Bmployers’ Federation to. accept the
nine demands in their entirety without question.
But to reject all of them out of hand betrays such an
unhelpful attisude that it is bound to lead to. bitter-
ness and exacerbation. o )



. The taxes on landed property consisted of darm‘,%ﬁaﬁ(
in kind and in coin. Custom invested the king with the
right of collecting a large number of taxes and dues
which fell ‘either - directly or indirectly mpon land.
¢Whichever the king may lay his hands ipon and enjoy?
—is the technical phrase thab oceurs in many insorip-:,
tions in giving to a donee the full possession of a piece
of land with all its rights and enjoyments. These con-
sisted of & good number of ifems 'of service called
wdtmat (tenancy obligations), which appear fo have
heen as strictly ‘demanded and enforced as land revenue
(kadamai).  When grangs of land were made  to
temples and Brahmans or for charitable purposes, the
original holders were divested of their rights of fenancy,
evidently by some system of compensation. Hrom this
one may conclude that the tenants had an @ priori -
right to the lands they cultivabed, subject only o their:
payment of kadamas and kudimai, or, according o

some inscripiions, subject only to Fudimaz, whieh, was.

tenable at the door of the tenant; and o the income by
taxes ( vartippadu ), which the village paid.>

1: ‘the seller was illiterate, some orne else wrote for
him and bore witness.  'Women also_had power to sell
independently in their own right, buk they usually acted
through an attorney. . For public auctions of land,
noices had to be cried out at least thrice, the reason for
the sale set forth, and the land knocked down to the

highest bidder. The conveyance was drawn up and the

selling price agrced upon. before a conconrse of people
or the assembly conyened for the registrafion of the sale,
1f the land sold formed the property of the village Sadha,
it was necessary, that the assembly should order its sale
and some of the members were entrusted with the duty
of seeing the.transaction formally completed. The



wording of allland conveyamce' deéds 'was - very ‘careful.
and elaborate; ‘every mnute detail was set forth in

unequivoeal terme?; and generally the village or temple
bitrators) swere. chosen

*accountants and madhyastas:

" Most of w&nﬁ' {transactions mentioned in the

inscriptions are frce donations to temples; to Brahmans,

and to charitable institutions (Hindu or Jaina). Sometimes

the property which was thusgiven away was bought,

with all its ‘rights-and enjoyments, in’ accordance with

_ old custom in a.lll,lan&;;bigh and low, where.the iguanba
rups asd the tortoise crawls’. The amoun of the sale
was usually calculated in gold ballion of standaxd weight
and fineness or in terms of the current coinage. In the

. former case the gold intended to be paid was _defined as
‘marked gold’ ; " ‘red gold, brilliant as fire’; ‘gold passed
by the king and. weighed by the standard and stone of
the village or of the trehsury” ‘The sale deeds were firss
+ drawn ‘up on palm-leaf and then finally engraved ‘on
stone and copper. ¢ ¢ 1= S S
All secounts of land transfers, revenue payments,
and disbursements were regularly enfrusted:: to. the
department of Thingikhkalam, ' which seems to have
been ‘meant ‘exclusively for this purpose.” The accountant
maintained registers of charitable éndowments and ‘care-
ful accounts of money. Bach endowment had its own

book, where corresponding entries and deductions were -

made; the auditing of these agcounts by special officers.

* of the king was quite common. * Sometimes, when ‘the
periodical audit by the erdinary officials of the temple
and ofhet charities accounts was found defective,

a special audit under imperial werit was ordered: il




