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FOREWORD 

Apart from laying the foundation of demography in this sub-continent, a hundred years of the 
Indian Census has also produced ‘elaborate and scholarly accounts of the variegated phenomena of 
Indian life—sometimes with no statistics attached, but usually with just enough statistics to give empirical 
underpinning to their conclusions.’ In a country, largely illiterate, where statistical or numerical comprehen- 
sion of even sucha simple thing as age was liable to be inaccurate, an understanding of the social 
Structure was essential. It was more necessary to attain a broad understanding of what was happening 
around oneself than to wrap oneself up in ‘ statistical ingenuity’ or ‘mathematical manipulation’. This 
explains why the Indian Census came to be interested in ‘ many by-paths’ and ‘ nearly every branch of 
scholarship, from anthropology and sociology to geography and religion.’ 

In the last few decades the Census has increasingly turned its efforts to the presentation of village 
statistics. This suits the temper of the times as well as our political and economic structure. For even 
as we have a great deal of centralization on the one hand and decentralization on the other, my colleagues 
thought it would be a welcome continuation of the Census traditign to try to invest the dry bones of 
village statistics with flesh-and-blood accounts of social structure and social change. It was accordingly 
decided to select a few villages in every State for special study, where personal observation would be 
brought to bear on the interpretation of statistics to find out how much of a village was static and yet 
changing and how fast the winds of change were blowing and from where. 

Randomness of selection was, therefore, eschewed. There was no intention to build up a picture 
for the whole State in quantitative terms on the basis of villages selected statistically at random. The 
selection was avowedly purposive ; the objeet being as much to find out what was happening and how 
fast to those villages which had fewer reasons to choose change and more to remain lodged in the past as 
to discover how the more ‘ normal’ types of villages were changing. They were to be primarily type studies 
which, by virtue of their number and distribution, would also give the reader a ‘ feel’ of what was going on 
and some kind of a map of the country. 

A brief account of the tests of selection will help to explain. A minimum of thirty-five villages 
was to be chosen with great care to represent adequately geographical, occupational and even ethnic 
diversity. Of this minimum of thirty-five, the distribution was to be as follows : 

(a) At least eight villages were to be so selected that each of them would contain one dominant 
community with one predominating occupation, e.g., fishermen, foysest workers, jhum cultivators, potters, 
weavers, salt-makers, quarry workers etc. A village should have a minimum population of 400, the optimum 
being between 500 and 700. 

(b) At least seven villages were to be of numerically prominent Scheduled Tribes of the State. 
Each village could represent a particular tribe, The minimum population should be 400, the optimum being 
between 500 and 700. 

(c) The third group of villages should each be of fair size, of an old and settled character and 
contain variegated occupations and be, if possible, multi-ethnic in composition. By fair size was meant 
a population of 500—700 persons or more. The village should mainly depend on agriculture and be 
sufficiently away from the major sources of modern communication, such as the district administrative 
headquarters and business centres. It should be roughly a day’s journey from the above places. The 
villages were to be selected with an eye to variation in terms of size, proximity to city and other means of 
modern communication, nearness to hills, jungles and major rivers. Thus there was to be a regional 
distribution throughout the State of this category of villages. If, however, a particular district contained 
significant ecological variations within its area, more than one village in the district might be selected to 
Study the special adjustments to them. 

It is a unique feature of these village surveys that they rapidly outgtew their original terms of 
teference, as my colleagues warmed up to their work. This proved for them an absorbing voyage of
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discovery and their infectious enthusiasm compelled me to enlarge the inquiry’s scope again and again. 

It was just as well cautiously to feel one’s way about at first and then venture further afield; and although 

it accounts to some extent for a certain unevenness in the quality and coverage of the monographs, it served 

to compensate the purely honorary and extra-mural rigours of the task. For, the Survey, along with its 

many ancillaries like the survey of fairs and festivals, of small and rural industry and others, was an ‘extra’, 

over and above the crushing load of the 1961 Census. 

It might be of interest to recount briefly the stages by which the Survey enlarged its scope. At the 

first Census Conference in September, 1959, the Survey set itself the task of what might be called a record : 

in situ of material traits, like settlement patterns of the village ; house types ; ‘diet ; ornaments and footwear; 

furniture and storing vessels; common means of transport of goods and passengers; domestication of 
animals and birds; markets attended ; worship of deities ; festivals and fairs. There were to be recordings, 
of course, of cultura] and social traits and occupational mobility. This was followed up in March, 1960, by 

two specimen schedules, one for cach household, the other for the village as a whole, which, apart from 
spelling out the mode of inquiry suggested in the September 1959 conference, introduced groups of questions 
aimed at sensing changes in attitude and behaviour in such fields as marriage, inheritance, movable and 
immovable property, industry, indebtedness, education, community life and collective activity, social 
disabilites, forums of appeal over disputes, village leadership and organisation of cultural life. It was now 
plainly the intention to provide adequate statistical support to empirical ‘feel’ to approach qualitative 
change through statistical quantities, It had been difficult to give thought to the importance of * just 
enough statistics to give empirical underpinning to conclusions, at a time when my colleagues were 
straining themselves to the utmost for the success of the main Census operations, but once the census count 
itself was left behind in March, 1961, a series of three regional seminars in Trivandrum (May 1961,) 
Darjeeling and Srinagar (June, 1961) restored their attenfion to this field and the importance of tracing 
social change through a number of well-devised statistical tables was once again recognised. This itself 
presupposed a fresh survey of villages already done; but it was worth the trouble in view of the possibilities 
that a close analysis of statistics offered and also because the ‘consanguinity’ schedule remained to be 
canvassed. By November, 1961, however, more was expected of these surveys than ever before. There was 
dissatisfaction on the one hand with too many general statements and a growing desire on the other to 
draw conclusions from statistics, to regard social and economic data as interrelated processes, and finally to 
examine the social and economic processes set in motion through land reforms and other laws, legislative 
and administrative measures, technological and cultural change. In the latter half of 1961 again was 
organised within the Census Comniission a section on Social Studies which assumed the task of giving 
shape to the general frame of study and providing technical help to Superintendents of Census Operations 
in the matter of conducting Surveys, their analysis and Presentation. This section headed by 
Dr. B. K. Roy Burman has been responsible for going through each monograph and offering useful, 
suggestions which were much welcomed by my colleagues, Finally, a study camp was organised in the last 
week of December, 1961, when the whole field was carefully gone through over again and a programme 
worked out closely knitting the various aims of the Survey together, 

This gradual unfolding of the aims of the Survey prevented my colleagues from adopting as many 
villages as they had originally intended to. But I believe that what may have been lost in quantity has 
been more than made up for in quality. This is, perhaps, for the first time that such a Survey has been conducted in any country, and that purely as a Jabour of love. It has succeeded in attaining what it set out to achieve; to construct a map of village India’s social structure. One hopes that the volumes of this Survey will help to retain for the Indian Census its title to the * most fruitful single source of information about the country.’ Apart from other features, it will perhaps be conceded that the Survey has set up a new Census standard in pictorial and graphic documentation. The schedules finally adopted for this monogtaph have been printed in an Appendix. 

New Delhi, 
A. MI 

May 24, 1962. TRA, Registrar General, India.



PREFACE 

An interestitig feature of the 1961 Census is the preparation of 

Monographs on selected villages in Madras. Sri A. Mitra, Registrar 

General, India, has in his foreword given the reader a background of the 

survey, its scope and its aim. 

This is the eighth of the series relating to Madras State. It relates 

to Koottumangalam, a coastal village in Kanyakumari district. The 

culture of the village is a typical example of the integration of two 

distinct cultures, those of Madras and Kerala States. ‘Coir-rope making 

is the major handicraft in the village. 

The field study has been conducted by Sri J. Thomas Machado, 

Research Assistant of this office. It has been supervised by 

Sri J. R. Ramanathan who has also drafted a useful report, which 

with a little editing, has been presented to the reader. 

Madras, y ‘P.K. NAMBIAR, 

July 23, 1964. ர் Superintendent of Census Operations.
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CHAPTER 1 

THE VILLAGE 

Introduction 

KOOTTUMANGALAM isa tiny coastal village 

on the Arabian Sea coast in Kalkulam taluk of Kan- 

yakumari district. Itis situated at a distance of 

12 miles from Nagercoil, the district headquarters, 

It is a small village with a population of 703 

persons who belong to eight different communities. 

Krishnanvagaiyars and the Nadars are the dominant 

castes of the village. The village extends over an 

area of 135 acres and the most striking feature of 

the village is the scattered disposition of the houses 

amidst coconut groves. The coir rope-making is 

the important handicraft of the village, which 

provides gainful employment to a large number of 

workers. Agriculture is the other major source 

of livelihood. Coconut is the chief crop of the 

village and it also provides the raw materials for the 

coir ropes. 

Location and neighbourhood 

2. The village is situated on the Nagercoil- 

Colachel road at a distance of two miles from 

Colachel. It is bounded on the east by Parappattu, 

on the west by Mondaicad, on the north by 

Naduvakkarai and Kovilanvilai and on the south 

by the Arabian Sea. Eight miles to the north of 

the village lies Padmanabhapuram, which was the 

capital of the Travancore Kings till the eighteenth 

century, Thackalay which is the headquarters of 

the taluk lies eight miles to the north of the village. 

Colachel town which is also a minor port, is only 

two miles away from the village. Colachel is a 

port of historic importance, as it was the scene of a 

famous battle between the Travancore Kings and 

the Dutch during the time of Marthandavarman. 

3. In Kanyakumari district, a taluk is sub- 

divided into a number of Pahuthis. A pahuthi 
denotes a group of villages and corresponds to a 

firka in other districts. Each of the villages 

grouped into a pahuthi is known as a Kara 

which is the smallest territorial unit in Kanya- 

kumari district. Koottumangslam is one of 35 

karas which constitute the Manavalankurichi 

pahuthi. The pahuthi headquarters is only five 

furlongs away from the village. Manavalankurichi 

is famous for the mineral industry. The sand 

found on the beach of Manavalankurichi and the 

neighbouring villages on the coast, contains heavy 

minerals like monosite, illuminite, zircon, sillumi- 

nite and garnite. The Mineral Factory at Manava- 

lankurichi extracts these minerals from the sand. 

This factory also provides employment for the 

unskilled labourers of this village who go to work 

in the factory whenever they do not have work in 

their village. 

Transport and communications 

4. This village is accessible by buses which ply 

frequently between Nagercoil and Colachel. The 

village is situated on both sides of the black-topped 

road which connects these two towns. The road 

branching off from Nagercoil-Colachel road at 

Manavalankurichi, connects the village with 

Thackalay and other nearby towns like Eraniel.. 

Bus is the common mode of transport for the 

people of this village to go to their district and 

taluk headquarters. Goods like coconuts and coir 

ropes are transported by lorries to long distances 

and by bullock carts to short distances. Thackalay 

is also connected by a major district road with 
Colachel. The other neighbouring karas like 

Mondaicad, Naduvakkarai and Kovilanvilai are 

connected with this village only by cart tracks and 

foot-paths. There is no Post Office at Koottu- 

mangalam and the nearest Post Office is at 

Manavalankurichi. Telegraphic facilities are avai- 

lable only at Colachel. 

Residential pattern 

5. The most striking feature of this village is 

its residential pattern. The houses in this village 
are scattered all over the coconut grove with each 
house on a separate plot surrounded by coconut 
trees. This is different from the residential pattern 
usually found in the other villages of Madras State. 

Normally, the houses are built in clusters over a 
compact area, Though there will be no regular
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street formations asin urban areas, there will be at 

least two or three main streets with a number of 

narrow lanes to provide access to the interior 

houses. The houses would be built in straight rows 

along the main streets. Thete would be clusters © 

of dwellings behind these rows as well as around 

the lanes, built in an illplanned manner. These 

clusters of houses built over a compact area is 

known as the Natham or the village-site and it 

would be surrounded by fields and lands on all sides. 

The residential pattern of this village which is stri- 

’ kingly different from what has been described above, 

is however common in Kerala. 

6. There is no street system here and nor is 

there any cluster or conglomeration of dwellings as 

in other villages of Madras State. Each house 

stands on a separate plot surrounded by trees like 

coconut, arecanut and plantain trees and it is 

separated from the other houses by a minimum 
distance of ten to fifteen yards. To an outsider, 

the whole area gives the appearance of a continuous 

stretch of coconut groves with dwellings scattered 

here and there. There is no proper alignment of the 

houses nor are there any public thoroughfares 
connecting houses with each other. The private 

foot-paths cutting across the coconut gardens 
owned by different people, provide access to the 

houses. Very often the coconut groves of some 

people are fenced all around and people either have 
to go by a circuitous route to the houses situated 

beyond the fenced gardens or have to cut across 

these fences. The scattered disposition of the 
houses is no doubt conducive to healthy living, but 

it has its own problems. Though electricity has 

been extended to this village, only about halfa 

dozen houses near the road side have been electri- 
fied. The poor people, of course, say that they 

cannot afford to electrify their houses ; but many of 

the well-to-do people who want to get their houses 

electrified are not able to get the electricity to their 

houses for the following reasons. Their houses 878 

situated away from the main road. If their houses 

are to be electrified, the electric line has to be 

brought through the private coconut gardens and 

it would mean cutting of a few trees and also 

installing the lamp-posts in the coconut groves. 

The coconut garden owners have not been 

agreeable to this proposition even for a monetary 

consideration. 

Physical features 

7. Kalkulam taluk can be divided into three 

natural divisions, namely the mountainous region 

in the north, the coastal strip in the south and the 

midland region. Koottumangalam is situated in the 

coastal strip at the southern extreme of the taluk. 

It is situated amidst very picturesque surroundings. 

The feathery coconut palms spread all over the area 

of the village add to the beauty of the landscape; 

the radiant beauty of the blue sea fringed with the 
sparkling mineral sands and the swaying coconut 

palms is refreshing to the body and the soul. The 

climate of the village is pleasant and equable except 

for the hottest months of April and May. Even 

during the hot season of the year, the winds from 

the adjoining sea mitigate the tropical heat con- 

siderably. October and November are the coolest 

months of the year. This village gets an annual 

rainfall of about 1,298 millimetres in a year as 

recorded in the Eraniel rain-gauge station. It gets 

rain both during the south west monsoon and the 

north east monsoon. During the south west 

monsoon, it gets about 414 millimetres of rain,’ 

June being the month of maximum precipitation.. 

It gets about 466 millimetres of rain during the 

north east monsoon and October is the month of 

maximum rainfall, It also gets summer showers 

during April and May and there is very little 

rainfallin the months of January and February. - 

On an average, the village gets rain for about 73 

days in a year.



 



 



CHAPTER II 

PEOPLE AND THEIR MATERIAL CULTURE 

8 Koottumangalam is a multi-ethnic village 

which has eight communities, out of which only 

four communities are numerically significant. The 

communities extant in Koottumangalam and their 

numerical strength are as follows: 

TABLE NO. I 

Ethnic composition 

Total 
No. of Total house- No, of Males Females 

holds persons 

Religion Community 

HINDUS 

Krishnanvagai 58 373 188 185 

Nadar 21% BT 88 

Velakkuthalai Nair 7 45 30 AS 

Nair 1 உ... 2 
Asari (Kammalar)_ 7 43 20 23 

Sakkaravar | 1 4 2 

Kerala Mudaliar 2 7. 3 4 

Ambattan 2 6 3 3 

Pallar (S.C.) ° 3 12. § 7 

CHRISTIANS an 
Mudalies ‘~~ 2-2 11. உ 

Nadar தட கு. ர. 7 
x . . ~ = = 

Total 117 ~03" -358 © -345 

  

S. C, Scheduled Caste oo 

Thus, the Krishnanvagaiyars form the largest commu- 

nity of the village. They constitute 53.1% of the 

population. Nadars form the next important group 

and they constitute 25% of the population, 

Krishnanvagaiyars 

9, The Krishnanvagai community is an interes- 

ting one with peculiar attributes and manners which 

deserve a detailed study. The term Krishnanvagai 

literally means ‘people belonging to the same 

community as Krishna,’ These people claim to be 

the descendants of Lord Krishna. These people are 

not the original) inhabitants of the village, but are 

said to have migrated from Gujarat. The history of 

migration of this commdfnity isa fascinating one. 

These people are said to have originally belonged to 

a place in Gujarat called Ambadi or Dwaraka 

which is believed to be the birth place of Lord 

Krishna. When Dwaraka was encroached by the sea, 

these people migrated southwards and first came to 

Kancheepuram, a town 40 miles away from Madras 

City. After a short stay at Kancheepuram, they 

migrated further south to Trivandrum. On their 

arrival at Trivandrum, they sought an audience 

with the Maharajah of Travancore and presented 

him‘anidol of Lord Krishna which they had brought 

with them. To the Maharajah’s enquiry as to who 

they were and where they came from, they replied 

that they belonged to Dwaraka and that they were 

the descendants of Lord Krishna. On hearing this, 

the Maharajah named them as Krishnanvagaiyar 

which literally means ‘people belonging to the same 

community as Lord Krishna’. 

10. The Maharajah who was impressed with 

the pleasing manners of the Krishnanvagai people, 

extended his royal patronage and favours to them, 

The Maharajah ordered a separate temple to be 

built within the premises of the Padmanabhaswami 

temple at Trivandrum and installed the idol of Lord 
Krishna which was presented to him by the 

Krishnanvagaiyars. The management of this temple 

dedicated to the Lord Krishna was entrusted to the 

Krishnanvagaiyars. The Maharajah also gave lands 

to these migrants who were all settled in a place 

called ‘Palkulam Karai’ which is a suburb of 

Trivandrum. Most of the Krishnanvagaiyars took 

to priestly occupation and were fed out of the State 

funds in the Padmanabhaswami temple. Some of 
them were also appointed to important offices in the 

Palace. In the course of time, Krishnanvagaiyars 

came to form a politically dominant group and they 

were close to the Maharajah. Their intimacy with 

the Maharajah and their political dominance evoked 

the jealousy of the local Nairs and the Pillais who



VILLAGE SURVEY 

ETHNIC COMPOSITION 

  

  

  

  

      
            
                    

any 
‘ Ne 

Sa 

          
    

ARN ATT 
RR AAR EN A 

SSSA 97 SSS 
SEES RR 

SSS SS see TESST 

Nadar 
27.3% 

schemed to drive the Krishnanvagaiyars out of 
Trivandrum. 

Settlement History 

11. The Maharajah used to go to Padmanabha- 
swami temple every day. On many days, the temple 
dedicated to Lord Krishna was found closed and 
Maharajah had to return without having the 
‘Dharshan’ of Lord Krishna. Lord Krishna’s temple 
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was closed whenever a birth or a death occurred 

among the Krishnanvagai community, as the deity 

was also polluted by virtue of His being the ancestor 

of that community. The Maharajah sought the 

advice of the Temple [Committee to devise ways to 

overcome this “difficulty. The Temple Committee 

was'dominated’by the loca] Nairs and Pillais who 
were only waiting -for an opportunity to drive the
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Krishnanvagaiyars out of Trivandrum. They advised 

the Maharajah that if the Krishnanvagai commu- 

anity could be settled in a far off place separated 
at least by three rivers from the temple, the 

pollution of birth and death occurring in the 

community would not affect the deity. The 

Maharajah accepted the advice of the Temple 

Committee and consequently all the 72 households 

of Krishnanvagaiyars were asked to settle in a 
place beyond three rivers from Trivandrum. The 

Krishnanvagaiyars finally settled down in the taluks 

of Kalkulam and Eraniel which are separated from 

Trivandrum by the following three rivers (1) Neyyar, 

(2) Aramaniyar and (3) Kuzhithuraiyar. 

12, There is also a different version of the 
settlement history of the Krishnanvagaiyars to 

explain how these people came away from 

Trivandrum. When Nanjilnad which comprised of 

the Agastheeswaram, Thovala and a portion of 

Kalkulam taluk was annexed with the Travancore 

State, the Maharajah of Travancore sent out these 

rt .ple to these parts of the annexed terfitory to 

subdue the local population who were rebellious and 

who were refusing to pay taxes. The Maharajah 

chose these people for that purpose, because of the 

brave and wartior-like attributes of these people. 

Presumably, the Krishnanvagaiyars subdued the 

local population, restored order and settled down 
in these parts. 

13. We have no means of verifying any of these 

two versions of the settlement history. It is possible 

that the first version, namely, the driving away 

of Krishnanvagaiyars beyond the three rivers from 

Trivandrum, is true and the later version could be a 

sort of rationalisation by the Krishnanvagaiyars. 

The date of their migration from Trivandrum to 

Kalkulam taluk is estimated to be in the first year of 

Malayalam Era ie, about 1,300 years back. 

When these people were settled at Eraniel and 

Kalkulam, they were allowed to supply flowers to 

the temple at Trivandrum. The privilege is said to 

have been granted to them in the first year of 

Malayalam Era, according to Shri Nagam Ayya, 

who also supports the first version of the settlement 

history. There were originally 72 families of 

Krishnanvagaiyars when they settled down in 

Trivandrum, but in the year of 1931 their total 

strength .in Travancore State was 12,032 persons. 

There is no means to ascertain:their present strength 

as caste-wise particulars have not been collected in 
1951 and 1961 Censuses. 

14. There are two sects of Krishnanvagaiyars, 

namely, the Makkavazhi Krishnanvagaiyar and the 

Marumakkavazhi Krishnanvagaiyar, the distinction 

being based on the system of inheritance they follow, 

The Makkavazhi Krishnanvagaiyars follow the 

patriarchal system of inheritance, whereas the 

Marumakkavazhi Krishnanvagaiyars follow the 

matriarchal system which we will explain later. The 

two sects of Krishnanvagaiyars do not inter-marry 

and for all practical purposes they constitute two , 

distinct castes. Recently, there has been some 

attempts by members of younger generation to fuse 

the two sects into one, by encouraging marriages 

between members of these two sects. The division 

of Krishnanvagaiyars into these two sects seems to 

have taken place when they settled down at 

Trivandrum. When these people came to 

Trivandrum, they brought with them only a few 

women since they came from afar off place. The 

younger members of the community took the local 

Nair women as their wives. Such of them who 

married outside their community-were ex-communi- 

cated from the main group and they came to be 

known as Marumakkavazhi Krishnanvagaiyars, 

because the latter adopted the customs and manners 

of the local Nairs including their system of 

inheritance. The Makkavazhi Krishnanvagaiyars 

follow the Nanjilnad Vellalas in their dress, customs 

and manners, whereas the Marumakkavazhi 

Krishnanvagaiyars follow the Nairs in these respects. 

All the Krishnanvagaiyars of Koottumangalam 

belong to the Makkavazhi sect. 

15. The Krishnanvagaiyars claim to be high 

caste Hindus and proudly state that theirs is the 

only caste which is named after a God. They style 

themselves as Pillais. They are also known as 

Kurups among the local population of the village. 

The Hindus can be broadly divided into two groups, 

namely, the Savarna communities and the Avarna 

communities, the former being the high caste 

Hindus and the latter being the low caste Hindus. 

The distinction between these two broad groups is 

that the Savarna communities have the privilege of 

entering the temples, whereas the Avarna group does 

not have that privilege. The Krishnanvagaiyars 

claim to belong to the Savarna group of high caste 

Hindus. But Shri Nagam Ayya, a former Diwan of
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Travancore has classified Krishnanvagaiyars as- 2 

class of ‘Sudras’ possibly on the supposition that 

these people must have originally belonged to the 

pastoral class of Yadhavas who also claim to have 

descended from Lord Krishna. Whatever be the 

griginal place of this community, in the social 

hierarchy they are treated with deference by the 

local population. This may possibly be due to their 

numerical strength in the village and also their 

economic status. 

Marriage customs 

16. The Krishnanvagsiyars have peculiar 

customs and traditions and their ritual structure 

deserves a detailed study. Their marriage customs 

are quite interesting. Like many other high castes, 

they consult the astrologer who examines the suita- 

bility of horoscopes before a matrimonial alliance 

is settled. The astrologer also fixes the auspicious 
day for the betrothal when the groom’s patty visits 

the bride’s house. The betrothal consists of a 

ceremony called Charthu Ezhuthuthal when the date 

for the marriage is also fixed. Charthu Ezhuthuthal 
refers to the custom of recording the agreement of 

the parties to enter into the matrimonial alliance. 

The names of the parties andthe date of the 
Marriage afe written on a cadjan leaf at an 

auspicious hour. The cadjan leaf is known as the 

Charthu, Two copies of this Charthu are prepared 

and they are exchanged between the parties to the 
alliance. 

17. The marriage usually takes place in the 

bride’s residence. On the day of the marriage, the 

bridegroom sets out to the bride’s house adorned 

like a watrior and carrying asword in his arms, 

His sister who carries a plate containing clothes for 

the bride and the Thali, accompanies him. Followed 
by the other relatives, the groom marches in 
Procession to the bride's house. While the 
bridegroom stands at the door-step with the sword 
in his hand, his sister goes into the house, takes the 
bride into a dark room and ties the Thali around 
her neck amidst the Kuravai and other sounds of 
joyous music sung by the surrounding women. 
Kuravai are a sort of ululations or, joyous sounds 
made by women during marriages and other occa- 
sions of rejoicing. After this, the bride’s maternal 
uncle conducts the bride to the martiage pandhal 
and the hands of the bride and the groom are 

ceremonially joined. The pairis then seated ona 

plarik in front of the sacred fire. -A plantain leaf is 

spread before the couple and auspicious articles like 

paddy, rice and coconuts are placed in it along 

with two turmeric stained strings known as Kappu 

strings. Lord Ganesa is then solemnly invoked and 

the Koppu strings are tied on the right wrist of the 

groom and on the bride’s left wrist. The bride’s 

maternal uncle then recites the names of the 

ancestors of both the parties and declares that the 

daughter of so and so of such and such a family is 

wedded in holy matrimony to the son of such and 

such a man in such and such a family. This is 

followed by the ceremony called Kannigathanam, 

The bride’s maternal uncle pours water into a cadjan 

leaf held jointly by the groom and the bride, and 

water flows from the hands of the bride towards the 

hands of the groom. This ceremony is symbolic of 

giving away the bride in marriage. The pair then 
goes round the sacred fire thrice and retires from the 

gathering which marks the end of the wedding 
ceremonies. After the feasting usual on such 

occasions, the groom returns with the bride in 

procession to his own house. Formerly, the marriage 

is said to have lasted for seven days with all the 

elaborate rituals and ceremonies. But now, the 

marriage has become a simple affair with all the 

ceremonies and rituals- which used to last for seven 

days, condensed and performed on one single day. 

18. The custom of dressing the groom, like a 

warrior who carries a sword in his hands and the 

custom of the bridegroom’s sister tying the Thali ina 

dark room seem to be peculiar to the Krishnan. 

vagaiyats. The origin of these peculiar customs is 

traced to the legend of Lord Krishna’s marriage 

with Rukmini in Hindu mythology. According to 

this legend, Lord Krishna married Rukmini against 
the wishes of her parents. Krishna marched to 
Rukmini’s house with a sword in his hand and 

while he was waiting at the door-step -to ward off 

any. opposition, Krishna’s sister, Subadhra went 

inside the house to tie the Thali round Rukmini’s 

neck and declared her to be the wife of Lord 
Krishna, The Krishnanvagaiyars who claim to be 
Lord Krishna's descendants follow the marriage 

custom of their legendary ancestor even to this day,’ 
Only marriages socelebrated are legal and binding, 
There does not seem to be any special ceremony for 
the consummation of the marriage.
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19, Consanguineous marriages are common 

among the Krishnanvagaiyars and for a young man 

of this community, the proper match is either his 
maternal uncle’s daughter-or his paternal aunt’s 

daughter. Krishnanvagaiyats used to have their 

‘daughters married even before the attainment of 

puberty, till a few years back. But now the girls 

are married only after the attainment of puberty. 

Another peculiar custem in this community is that 

when a woman is widowed, she automatically be- 

comes the wife of the younger brother of the decea- 

sed. No regular marriage is gone through, but they 

live as husband and wife. Because of this custom, 

the Thali is not removed from the widow on her 

husband’s death. The brother of the deceased man 

takes his brother's widow as his wife even if he 

already has a legally married wife. This happens, 

especially when the widow is young. The issues of 

such a union are considered legitimate children and 

they become entitled to the property of their 

deceased step-father. They can also succeed to 

their own father’s properties when he has no off- 

spring by his duly married wife. When a deceased 

" does not have a brother, the widow can marry some 

one outside the family. Though widow remarriage 

was prevalent in this community previously, it is 

generally deprecated now. 

_ Funeral ceremonies — 

20. Man’s last journey from this world is not 

left unceremonious and what is more it is attended 

with elaborate rituals. When death occurs in a 
family, the relatives and friends are informed of 
the bereavement through the barber who customarily 

performs this function of taking the message of 

sorrow. After all the relatives have assembled and 

paid their condolences to the bereaved party, the 
corpse is bathed and dressed up in new clothes. The 
alder members of the house put cooked rice in the 

mouth of the corpse. This ceremony is known as 

Vaikku Arisi Poduthal and it is based on the belief 

that the soul of deceased would feel hungry on its 

journey to the other world. The rituals attendant , 

on the death of an elderly person are more elaborate 

than those of a child, The dead are usually cremated 
among the Krishnanvagaiyats. The dead body is 

carried in a decorated bier made of bamboo rafters 

ahd plaited coconut leaves to the cremation 
gtound. The procession is headed by the eldest son 

of the deceased who carries a new earthen pot. The 

’ girl is kept in a separate apartment. 

body is set in the funeral pyre along with a few 

‘pieces of sandal wood and the funeral pyre is lit by 
the eldest son. The funeral celebrant goes round 
the pyre thrice with a pot filled with water on his 

‘head. At the end of the third round, the pot is 
dropped and broken at the headside of the corpse. 
This ceremony is known as Kolli Kudam Udaithal 
after which, the party returns home. 

21. Death entails pollution for a period of 15 
days and the purificatory ceremonies are performed 

on the sixteenth day when the ashes of the deceased 

ate taken in a new pot and dissolved in the sea. On 

this day, the poor people are also fed by the © 

bereaved family with the belief that this act of - 
charity hastens the soul of the deceased to eternal 

rest. ‘The last of the funeral ceremonies are perfor- 

med on the forty first day, when prayers are offered for 

the salvation of the soul and alms are given to the 

beggars and the poor. This last ceremony is known 

as Karmam Thirthal which means ‘ washing away 

the sins.’ Thedeath ceremonies of the Krishnan- 

vagaiyars described above are, more or less, similar 

to those of the Nanjilnad Vellalas. 

Attainment of puberty 

22. The attainment of puberty by a girl is 

also an important occasion in the family. It entails 

pollution for five. days, during which period the 

On the fifth 

day, the girl is given a ceremonial bath with the 

water blessed by a Brahmin priest, by which the girl 

is believed to be purified of the pollution. After 

this ceremonial bath, the girl is led into the Kanni 

corner of the house and the women members of the 

house ceremonially affix sandal paste on her fore- 

head and dress her like a bride. She is seated in 

front of a lamp of five wicks called the Kuthu 

Vilakku and is given auspicious presents consisting 

of a measureful of paddy, coconuts, betel vines, 

sandal paste, turmeric, new clothes and plantain 

fruits. This is also an occasion for some fun and 

frolic among the womenfolk. Another girl is. 

dressed like a groom and is seated by the side of the 

girl who had attained puberty. A conversation treat. 

ing the two girls as newly wedded couple is gone 

through duting which the couple is the target of jokes. 

from the surrounding relatives. The function comes 

to a close with an informal feast for the invitees. 

Now-a-days, most of the people have dispensed 

with these rituals and feasting and the occasion has.
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tended to be an informal family function during 

which the purificatory ceremonies alone are petf- 

formed. Some of the orthodox people have a 

peculiar way of forecasting the future of the girl. 

A fresh coconut flower-bud is cut from a well- 

grown tree and her luck is decided by the direction 

to which the first pedal of the flower leans. 

Birth of a child 

23, Birth of a child is another important 

occasion in a Krishnanvagaiyar household. It 

* entails pollution for 15 days, during which period 

the members of the household are prohibited from 

entering the temple and other holy places. On the 

sixteenth day, a Brahmin:priest is invited home and 

purificatory ceremonies are performed. The mother 

and the child are given ceremonial baths with the 

water blessed by the Brahmin priest. An elder 

member of the family feeds the new child with a 

spoonful of sugared milk. This is symbolic of the 

elders’ wish and blessing that the life of the new 

member be as sweet as the first thing it tastes after 

the birth. The Namakaranam or the naming cere- 

mony is celebrated on the fourteenth day. It consists 

of the father orthe grand-father placing the child on 

his lap and calling the chosen name thrice into its 

eats. The function also involves an informal feast 

for the close relatives. In some families, the 

Namakaranam ceremony is performed on the first 

anniversary of the child. 

24. The other important ceremony is what is 

known as Choru Unnu ceremony which is per- 

formed on an auspicious day when the child is 

about six months old. On this auspicious occasion, 

the baby is fed with rice for the first time. The 

cooked rice is first offered to the Gods and the 

blessings of the family deities are invoked on the 

child who is fed with the rice offered to the Gods.. 

When the child attains school-going age, the 

Vidyarambam cetemony is petformed before it is 

sent to the school. Vidyarambam or the initiation 

into reading and writing, is performed on the 

Vijayadasami day, an auspicious day in the Hindu 

almanac. The Asan or the teacher is invited home 

and special prayers are offered to Saraswathi, the 

Goddess of knowledge. The alphabets are first 
written on a cadjan leaf and taught to the child. 

It is only after this function of initiation that the 

child is sent to the school. 

System of Inheritance 

25, The two sects of Krishnanvagaiyars follow 

different systems of inheritance. The Makkavazhi 

Krishnanvagaiyars follow Dayabaga system of 

inheritance in which the devolution of property is 

through the male line. Under the Dayabage 

system, the property of the deceased is divided 

equally between the sons. If a man has more than 

one wife, the property is first divided into as many 

shares as there are wives and each share of the wife 

is divided equally between hersons. That is, ifA 

has two children by his first wife B, and three 

children by his second wife C, on the death of A, 

half of his property will be divided equally among 

the two children of B and the other half would be 

divided equally between the three children of C. 

Polygamy which was once prevalent in this comm- 

unity is no longerin evidence partly due to the 

legal restraint and also due to enlightenment. 

26. Marumakkavazhi Krishnanvagaiyar, as 

their name indicates, follow the Marumakkathayam 

system of inheritance which is peculiar to Kerala. 

The Marumakkathayam system of inheritance as 

distinguished from the Makkathayam system, 

involves the devolution of property through the 

female line. Before we go into the details of 

Marumakkathayam system, it is necessary to under- 

stand the concept of the Tarawad. A Tarawad 

ot the Malayalee family, corresponds to the Roman 

gens, but differs from it in one essential respect. 

The members of the Tarawad trace their descent 

through the female line, whereas the members of the 

Roman gens traced their descent through the male 

line. All the male members with a common 

ancestor constituted a Roman gens, whereas all the 

descendants including male and female of a 

common ancestress constitute a Tarawad. A mother, 

all her children, all the children of her daughters 

and any number of relatives on the female side, 

however, remote in kinship, live together in one 

Tarawad and enjoy thecommon properties. As 
long as the common properties remain in tact, any 

number of families can constitute one Tarawad. 

Suppose A, a common ancestress has four children, 

two of whom X and Y, are males and the others 

Band C, are females; X and Y being the sons 

of A, are members of that Tarawad, but their, 

children do not belong to it, nor do they stand in © 

any recognised legal relation either to their father



KOOTTUMANGALAM 9 

or to the properties of their father’s Tarawad. They 

belong to their mother’s Tarawad, - The daughters, 

B and C belong to A’s Tarawad, though they may 

each have a family. The children of B and C, 

unlike the children of X and Y belong to A’s 

Tarawad. Thus, we see that the family ends with 

the male descendant to the first degree and his 

issues belong to his wife’s Tarawad, whereas the 

descendants on the female side to any degree 

belong to the same Tarawad of their common 

ancestress. 

27. All the members of the Tarawad are 

entitled to maintenance from the common proper- 

ties of the Zarawad. The eldest male of sucha 

Tarawad is, by legal right, the Karnavan or the 

managing head. The Karnavan is like a trustee 

who manages and administers the common proper- 

ties of the Tarawadfor the benefit of the family. 

Both males and females have a right over the 

property and are entitled to maintenance. The 

Karnavan of the Tarawad has no right to alienate 

the immovable property of the family without the 

consent of all the members. Hecan, however, dispose 

off movable properties for the benefit of the family. 

An individual member of the Tarawad cannot claim 

any specific portion of the property as his share nor 

will any debts incurred by the members of the 

family, except for the benefit of the family, will be 

binding on the properties of the Tarawad. No 

partition was permitted in the past but under the 

recent legislations, partition of the Tarawad 

properties can be effected only with the consent of 

all the grown-up members and when the common 

property of a Tarawad is partitioned, the Tarawad 

itself disintegrates and as many new Tarawads as 

there are female descendants of the first degree 

are formed afresh. 

28. We have explained the Marumakkathayam 

system of inheritance as it operated originally and 

it has been considerably modified by the subsequent 

legislative enactments like the Nair Regulation of 

1926 and the Hindu Succession Act which in actual 

practice have led to the disintegration of the 

Tarawads. This system of inheritance was some- 

thing peculiar to Kerala. The Krishnanvagaiyars 

originally followed the Makkathayam system in 

which the devolution of the property is through the 

male line. As we have explained in the settlement 

2 

history, the Marumakkathayam was an adopted 

system for such of those Krishnanvagaiyars, who 

married the local Nairs and adopted the latter's 

customs. These in course of time, came to forma 

Separate sect of Krishnanvagaiyars known as 

Marumakkavazhi Krishnanvagaiyars. 

Nadars 

29. Nadars are the other important community 

of the village. The term Nadaris derived from 

the word Nadalvar and this derivation is cited to 

show that Nadars once belonged to the ruling race. 

They are also known as Shanans by the local 

population, which is disliked by this community. 

They invariably cali themselves as Nadars and also 

suffix it as their title. The word Shanan is 

associated with the traditional occupation of toddy- 

tapping and palm-gurc making. Only one of the 

Nadars of this village is engaged in his traditional 

occupation of palm-gur making. The toddy- 

tapping has been given up because of the prohibi- 

tion and there is no scope for palm-gur making in 

this village because there are no palmyra trees in 

abundance in the vicinity. The Nadars of this 

village are wellbuilt and hard-working people. 

They are brown in complexion and some of their 

womenfolk are fair-skinned as contrasted with the 

dark-skinned Nadars of Ramanathapuram and 

Tirunelveli districts. The Nadars of this village are 

believed to have ofiginally belonged to Tirunelveli 

district, from where they migrated to these parts 

sometime in the remote past. The customs and 

manners of these Nadars are in no way different 

from the Nadars of the Tamil country. 

Marriage customs 

30. The Nadar women generally marry after 

their maturity. Weddings are usually celebrated in 

the brides’ residences. The marriage is preceded by 

the betrothal ceremony which consists of formal 

proposal of the alliance by one party and the 

acceptance by the other. The proposal to enter 

into an alliance is also recorded in a cadjan leaf 

which is known as the Charthu or the Muhurtha 
Olai, The auspicious days on which the matriage 

pandhal is to be erected, the day on which the gold 

is to be melted for making the Thali and the date 

of the marriage are also cecorded in the Charthu, 

in addition to the names of the parties. Two 

copies of the Charthu ate made and exchanged
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between the parties. One peculiar custom among 

the Nadars is that when a man goes in search of a 

bride, he generelly does not eat in the girl’s house 

until the alliance is settled. In case the girl is 

found unsuitable or the girl's party are not favou- 

rably inclined to the proposal, the young man and 

the elders who go with him in search of the bride, 

go back without dining in that house. 

31. The marciage ceremony starts with the 

installation of the Pandhal Kal ora branch of the 

banyan tree in the martiage pandhal near the place 

where the sacred fire is to be lit. The planting of 

this banyan branch has some significance and it is 

believed that the family of the newly wedded couple 

would branch out as profusely as a banyan tree. On 

the day of the marriage, the bridegroom goes ina 

procession headed by musical accompaniments and 

followed by his relatives to the bride’s house. 

When he approaches the bride’s house, the bride’s 

brother goes forward to receive him and conducts 

him to the seat inthe outer pandhal. While the 

bridegroom is sifting in the pandhal, the bride’s 

sister lits a lamp of five wicks and places it before 

him. This auspicious lamp is called Vada Vilakku 

and by convention the oil for this lamp has to be 

supplied by the groom’s party for the duration of 

the wedding. oo 

32. Consanguineous marriages are common 

among the Nadars and by long established custom, 

a young man has the first claim to his sister’s 
daughter or maternal uncle’s daughter. Even to 

this day, a ceremony which is symbolic of the 

maternal uncle’s first claim, is performed during the 

weddings at which the girls marry somebody other 

than their own maternal uncles. When the bride- 

groom is taken to the inner pandhal where the 

wedding is to be celebrated at the appointed 
Muhburtham time, the bride’s maternal uncle nomi- 
naily stops him at the entrance to the pandhal and 
makes a formal assertion of his claim to the bride. 
The bridegroom then pays a nominal price to the 
maternal uncle and obtains his formal consent to 
marry the girl This nominal price paid to the 
bride’s maternal uncle is known as Nadai Panam 
and it consists of a golden ring among the rich 
families and a few cupees among the poor people. 
After the payment of the Nadai'Panem to the 
-bride’s maternal uncle, the groom is conducted to 
the marriage pandhal and is seated in front of the 

sacted fire. The bride is also brought and seated 

by his side. The Thali is first blessed by the 

priest and other surrounding elders before the groom 

takes it and puts it round the bride’s neck and the 

groom’s sister ties it. Kuravai music is provided 

by the surrounding womenfolk at that time. After 

the Thali is tied, the groom and the bride rise from 

their seats. The bride’s father ceremonially joins 

the hands of the bride and the groom after which 

the couple go round the sacred fire thrice and 

retire from the gathering. This marks the end of 

the wedding and it is followed by the wedding 

feast. - 

Funeral rites 

33. Death in a Nadar family is attended with 
equally elaborate rituals. As soon asa person dies, 
the family priest and the village barber are sent for 

and the barber carries the message of sorrow to the 
relatives. The barber also arranges for the funeral 
bier and for the digging of the grave. The family 
priest ties a turmeric stained string known as Kappu 
found the wrist of the funeral celebrant. After all 
the relatives are assembled, the corpse is washed 

and dressed upin new clothes. The close relatives 
of the deceased put cooked rice into the mouth of 
the corpse before it is placed on the bier. The 
barber woman cuts the Thali of the widow and ties 
it to the right leg of the corpse. After this, the 
procession starts for the burial ground. The Nadars 
usually bury their dead and the corpse is buried with 

its head tothe south and the feet tothe north. After 

the burial, the funeral celebrant goes round the 
grave thrice with a potful of water and finally 

breaks it at the headside of the corpse. After this, 
the barber and the washerman are paid their nominal 
charges for their traditional services in the funeral 

ceremony and alms are also given to the poor. 

Death entails pollution for 15 days and it is termi- 
nated by the purificatory ceremonies performed on 
the sixteenth day. On this day, the members of the 

bereaved family along with their relatives visit the 

grave with lighted lamps and edibles like cooked 
tice and cakes. The edibles are thrown on the grave 

to be eaten by the crows. This ceremony is known 

88 Karmam Theerthal and it terminates the 
pollution. 

Attainment of puberty 

34. Attainment of puberty bya girl entails 
pollution for ten days, during which period the girl 
is kept secluded in a corner of the house. During 

this period of ten days, the custom demands that
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the village washerman should supply washed clothes 

to the girl every day and he is paid his customary 

charges of four annas for this traditional function. 

The pollution period is terminated by the purificatory 

ceremonies performed on the tenth day when the 

girl is given a cetemonial bath with the water blessed 

by a Brahmin priest. It is also the occasion when 

the close relatives are treated to a small feast. 

Birth of a child 

35. Birth of a child entails pollution for 16 
days and a ceremony known as Kumbam Othal is 

petformed on the sixteenth day to terminate the pollu- 
tion. During this ceremony, the Brahmin priest 

sprinkles holy water on the mother and the baby and 

this is supposed to purify the pollution. On that 

occasion, special prayers are offered to the family 

deities. A ceremony called Kappu Kattuthal is 
performed on the twentieth day, when the mother and 

the child are presented with new clothes, and golden 
ornaments. This ceremony consists of putting 

golden bracelets on the arms of the baby and these 

ornaments are usually presented by the maternal 

uncle. 

36. On the first anniversary of the child, its 
hair is shaved which is offered to.the family deity 

asamark of respect. The Namakaranam of the 

naming ceremony also takes place on the same day. 

The father places the baby on his laps and calls out 

the chosen name thrice into its ears. Many people 

have the ears of the babies bored on the same day. 

Previously, it was customary to bore the ears of 

children of both thesexes. But the present tendency 

is to bore the ears of female children only. Like 

the Krishnanvagaiyars, the Nadars also initiate 

their children into studies, when the child attains 

school-going age. This initiation’ or Vidyarambam 

is performed on the Vijayadasami day after special 

prayers to the Goddess of Knowledge. The Nadars 

follow the Mithakshara system of inheritance which 

is a Makkathayam system. Under the Mithakshara 

system, the property of the deceased ‘is divided 
equally between the male heirs. 

Nairs 

37, Among the’minority communities of this 

village, Nairs form the most numerous group. They 
are the high caste Non-brahmins in Kerala, There 

are several sub-sects among the Nairs. Out of the 

eight households of Naits in this village, seven 

households belongtoasect called Velakkuthalal 

Nair and the other household belongs to superior 

sect known as Illam Nairs. The Velakkuthalai Nairs 

are barbers by tradition. According to the tradition 

current in the village, which is well supported by 

literature, these people once belonged to the Nair 
community and they became separated from it and 

formed a distinct caste, neither inter-marrying nor 

inter-dining with the Nairs proper, on account of 

their occupation. These are Marumakkathayis and 

they follow the other sects of Nairs in all their 

social customs and manners. The term ‘ Velakku-~ 

thalai’ is derived from Thalaivilakku which means 

hair dressing and it indicates their traditional 

occupation. Out of the seven households who belong 

to this sect, six housholds have given up their tradi- 

tional occupation and have taken to agriculture 

and other occupations. The spread of education 

and improvement in economic status has resulted 

in shift in their profession. These barbers are 

different from others in the sense that by tradition, 

they are barbers only to the high castes like the 

Nairs and they would not dress the hair of a man 

whom they consider to belong to a lower caste. 

Marriage customs 

38. The marriage customs of the Velakkuthalai 

Naits are identical with that of the other sects of 
Nairs. The marriage or the Vivaham is celebrated 

in the bride’s residence and it is invariably preceded 
by the betrothal ceremony. Betrothal is a formal 

occasion when the parties tothe alliance formally 

agree to enter into the alliance and this agreement 

is recorded in the cadjan leaf. This ceremony is 

known as Charthu Ezhuthuthal which we have 

described in detail while discussing the Krishnan- 

vagaiyar community. Before the alliance is settled, 

it is usually among the Nairs to consult the 

horoscopes of the bride and the groom and the 

alliance is fixed, only if the horoscopes are found 
to agree. 

39. Onthe day of the marriage, the groom 
matches in procession to the bride’s house along 
with his relatives and friends. They are received at 

the gate by the bride’s party and are conducted to 
the decorated pandhal. At the auspicious hour, the 
bride is brought to the pandhal by her aunt. The 
groom presents the wedding saree along with other 
auspicious articles keptin a plate’ to the bride,
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After receiving the new cloth, the bride makes 

obeisance to the groom and the assembled elders 

and returns to her chamber, where she is dressed up 

with the new saree presented by the groom. This 

presentation of the cloth by the groom to the bride 

is the only significant ceremony among the Nairs. 

The bride is again brought to the marriage pandhal 

where she is seated by the side of the groom, in 

front of the sacred fire. At the auspicious moment 

the Thali is blessed by the Brahmin priest and is 

handed over to the groom who places it round the 
neck of the bride and the bride’s aunt known as 
Ammavi Amma ties it. This is followed by the 

Ammachan Patiu a song by the maternal uncle sung 

presumably as an invocation of the family deities 

for the prosperity of the newly wedded couple. 
After this, the couple go round the sacred fire thrice 

and retire from the gathering, which marks the end 

of the wedding. 

40, As regards the rites and rituals attendant 

on other important occasions, the ceremonies and 

customs of Nairs are similar to those followed by 

the Krishnanvagaiyar community. Like the 
Krishnanvagaiyars the dead are cremated among 

the Nairs. The only difference between the Nairs 

and the Krishnanvagaiyars of this village-is that the 

former follow the Marumakkathayam system of 

inheritance, whereas the latter follow the Makkatha- 

yam system of inheritance. No Marumakkathayi 

Krishnanvagaiyar is found in this village. 

Kammelars 

41, The other community of importance in 

this village are the Kammalars or the Asaris. There 

are two main classes of Kammalars in Kerala, 

namely, the Pandy Kammalars and the Malayali 

Kammalars. The Pandy Kammalars are Makka- 

thayis who ofiginally belonged to the Pandya 

Kingdom of Tamil Nad. Malayali Kammalars are 

Marumakkathayis who ofiginally belonged to 

Kerala. The Kammalars of this village are Pandy 

Kammalars. There are five occupational groups 

among the Kammalars, namely, carpenters, gold- 

smiths, black-smiths, stone-smiths and copper- 

smiths. The Pandy Kammalars have brahminical 

Gotrams and follow Brahmins in their marriage 

rites and other ceremonies. They call themselves 
Viswa Brahmins and claim to be the descendants 

_ of Viswakarma, the legendary architect of Gods. 

42, The Kammalars wear the sacred thread and 

claim to be high caste Hindus like the Brahmins, 

though the latter do not admit them into their fold. 

One of the important ceremonies in the life circle 

of a Kammala is the Poonul Kalyanam, This is 

usually performed when the boys are about 12 to 13 

years old. But now-a-days, it is performed as_part 

of the marriage ceremonies. The marriage ceremo- 

nies of Kammalars are identical with those of the 

Brahmins, One important marriage custom of the 

Kammalars is the ceremony called Kasi-yatra which 

consists of the bridegroom making a pretence of 

going on a pilgrimage to Kasi and the bride’s 

patents dissuading him from his pilgrimage and 

asking him to marry their daughter. By their long 

association with other communities of Kerala, they 
have imbibed certain ingredients of the latter’s 

culture and have adopted some ceremonies which 

afe not followed by the Kammalars of Tamil Nad. 

One such ceremony is the Charthu Ezhuthuthal 

during the betrothal and the other is the custom of 

bridegroom placing the Thali round the neck of the 

bride whereupon the former’s sister ties it. The 

Kammalars cremate their dead, but their funeral 

ceremonies afe more or less similar to those of the 

other communities. 

Mnadaliars 

43. Mudaliars of this village are different 

from the Mudaliars of Tami! Nad who are conside- 

red as high caste Hindus. These Mudaliars are 

known as Kerala Mudaliars and the origin of this 

community is an interesting one. These Kerala 

Mudaliars previously belonged to a community 

called Sakkaravars. The Sakkaravars were a 

community of weavers and traders found mostly in 

South Travancore and they were also known as 

Saiva Chetti Vellalas. There was another commu- 

nity called Kavathis in South Travancore and they 

were traditional barbers, During the Census of 

1921, the Kavathis (barbers) returned themselves as 

Sakkaravars with a view to raising their social 

status and this was resented by the Sakkaravars 

proper who were much higher in the social scale 
than the Kavathis. As a counter measure against 

the act of Kavathis who assumed the title 

of Sakkaravar and in order to be distinguished 

from these low caste Kavathis, the Sakkaravats 

proper adopted the new name of Kerala Mudaliats 
and they returned themselves such from the Census
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of 1931. This practice of changing the caste 
names in order to move up in the social scale is not 

uncommon in Hindu society and it is a manifesta- 

tion of the general desire among the low castes to 

throw off their low names and assume new ones 

with a view to improve their position and status in 
the society. The motive behind such changes of 

caste names have been very well analysed by 

Shri M. Kunjam Pillai, former Superintendent of 

_ Census Operations of Kerala, in his report on 1931 

Census. He has categorised the motives behind 

such changes of caste names, as follows: 

“The motives which prompted the advocates 

of the change of caste names when analysed, will 

be found to fallunder one or other of the following 

categories: (1) The desire to rise in the social ladder. 

The artisan classes comprising of carpenters, black- 

smiths, gold-smiths and others who were included 

under the common name of Kammala at the last 

Census desired to have their name changed into 

Viswakarma or Viswabrahmin. They wear the 

sacred thread and try to emulate the Brahmins in 

other respect as well. This is clearly anindicative of 

the desire of the Kammala community to raise 

themselves to the status of the Brahmins, though 

the latter do not admit them into their fold. (2) The 
desire to wash off the stigma attached to the ald 
name, This is evidently the underlying motive of 

the Shanan to change his name into Nadar, of 

the Parayan to assume the name of Sambavar and 

of the Pulayan to become Cheramar. (3) The desire 

to be dissociated from the lower caste which has 

adopted the name of a higher caste. In South 

Travancore, there are two castes by name Kavathi 

‘and Sakkaravar. The former are barbers by 

profession and the latter traders, At the last 
Census, a number of persons of the Kavathi caste 

returned themselves as Sakkaravars, which the 

Sakkaravar caste resented. At this Census, the 

genuine Sakkaravar wanted to be separated from 

the spurious variety and therefore adopted a new 

name, Kerala Mudali, It remains to be seen what 

they will do at the next Census, if the intruders 

putsue their game and appear under Kerala Mudali 

in the Census schedules. There is no doubt that it 

is a general wish of the genuine Sakkaravar to 
change their caste name. This is evident from the 

fact that 3,005 persons have been returned under 

the new name at this Census. (4) The desire to 

restore an ancient name which a caste has lost in 

course of time by fotuitous circumstances. This is 

really the cause of the appearance of the caste 

called Velakkuthalai Nair at this Census. This is a 

barber caste resembling in all social and religious 

customs. Tradition has it, that this caste, was 

ofiginally part of the Nair community and became 

separated from it and formed a distinct endogamous 

group on account of its occupation, in the 

meanwhile, the barber caste of the Tamil 

country who went by the name of Ambattan 

migrated to Travancore and carried on their 

profession alongside the local barbers. The two 

communities, however, remained as separate 

entities, but in common parlance both of them 

came to be called Ambattans, because of the 

identity of the occupation they followed. The 

Malayali barbers now want to resume their original 

name ‘Velakkuthalai Nair’. Practically all of 

them have been returned under this name at the 

present Census.” 

44, As predicted by Shri Kunjam Pillai, it is 

possible that some of the Kavathis, who first 
changed their names as Sakkaravars later on 

followed suit with the genuine Sakkaravars and 

changed into Kerala Mudalis. In fact, my 

informants in this village said that the Kerala 

Mudaliars of this village were originally barbers. 

If that is so, these people should have first changed 

their names as Sakkaravars and later on should 

have become Kerala Mudaliars. There was, 

however, no means of verifying whether the Kerala 

Mudaliars of this village were originally Kavathis 

ot Sakkaravars. None of them is working as 
barber. Out of the four households of Kerala 

Mudaliars, two of them have embraced Christia- 

nity and the other two remain Hindus. In their 

customs and manners, they closely follow the 

Nadars of the village. The Kerala Mudaliars 

follow the Makkathayam system of inheritance. 

There are also two households of Ambattans and 

three households of Pallars in this village. The 

Ambattans are Tamil-speaking people who are 

barbers by tradition. 

45. The Velakkuthalai Nairs are barbers only 

to the high castes and the Ambattans, on the other 

hand, perform their traditional services to all the 

Hindu castes, except the Scheduled Castes of 

Pallars and Parayans. The other essential
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difference between the Ambattans and the 

Velakkuthalai Nairs is that the former follow the 
Makkathayam system of inheritance, whereas the 
latter follow the Marumakkathayam system of 

inheritance. This is explained by the fact that the 
Ambattans orginally belonged to the Tamil Nad 

whereas the Velakkuthalai Nairs are the natives of 

Travancore. There is no social relationship between 
the Ambaitans and the Velakkuthalai Nairs. The 
Pallars are also Tamil speaking people who have 

migrated to these parts from Tamil Nad. The 
caste of Pallars is a Scheduled Caste. Though they 

are placed below all other communities in the 
social hierarchy of this village, they consider 

themselves superior to Parayans who are known as 

Sambans in these parts. 

Material Calture : Dwellings 

46, There are 117 dwellings in this village and 

about 50% of them are thatched huts, the rest 

being either tiled or terraced houses. Altogether 

there are 58 thatched huts, 47 tiled houses and 

12 terraced houses in this village. Many of these 

huts are single roomed huts in which a big room 

enclosed by four walls serves as the kitchen, living 

room, store room etc. There are also a few huts in 

which this large room is partitioned into two by a 

fence made of plaited coconut leaves and bamboo 

sticks. In such cases, one of the rooms is used as a 

kitchen and the other as the living-cum-store 
room. Thirty five percent of the dwellings in this 

TABLE NO. 1 

Households by number of rooms and by number of persons 
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A typical hut 

village are single roomed dwellings and most of these 

are thatched huts. About 29% of the population of 

the village are living in the single roomed 

dwellings. Most of these single roomed dwellings 

belong to the poorer section of the village, namely 

the Nadars, Ambattans, Pallars and Asaris. 

Another 62 dwellings or 53% of the total dwellings, 

are medium-sized dwellings with two or three rooms. 

Except six of these medium-sized dwellings, all the 

rest belong ta the dominant communities of the 

village, namely, the Krishnanvagaiyars and the 

18 

  

A hut with the walls and roof constructed 
out of plaited coconut leaves. 

Nadars. Only about 12% of the dwellings are 

large-sized with four and more fooms. Most of 

these large-sized dwellings are either tiled or 

terraced houses and the majority of them belong 

to the Krishnanvagaiyar community. Only 

35 dwellings have a plinth area of more than 200 

square feet and the rest of the dwellings have 

plinth areas ranging from 100 to 200 square feet, 

except 18 huts which are very small, with plinth area 

of less than 100 square feet. 

TABLE NO. எர. 

Plinth area of houses 

Number of houses with plinth area in square feet. 

  r 
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47, The large sized dwellings belong to the 
prosperous section of the village comprising mostly 

of the Krishnanvagaiyars. The tiled and the 

terraced houses of the Krishnanvagaiyars are well 

ventilated and in many of their dwellings there are 

separate kitchens, bath rooms and store rooms in 

addition to the living rooms. One of the common 

features of these tiled and terraced houses is the 

open verandah in front of the houses. Many of 

these big and medium sized houses have cattle sheds 

adjoining them. Houses which do not have 

separate bathrooms have enclosures built of 

bamboo sticks and plaited coconut leaves, at 

the backyards. These enclosures are meant for 

the womenfolk to bathe. Many ofthe huts and 

small houses also have these enclosures. The tiled 

and terraced houses are built of burnt bricks and 

afe plastered with smooth mud and lime. The 

sr) tite 
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walls are built on a strong foundation of granite 

stones and in some cases the walls have been built 

with granite stones and random rubble upto 

a height of two to three feet. Strong wooden 

fafters are used in tiled and terraced houses 

and the door and window frames are made of 

good wood. In many of the tiled and terraced 

houses the flooring is made of cement. The huts 

are roofed with the plaited coconut leaves. The 

walls are built of random rubble and mud and 

very fafely with bricks. Bamboo sticks and 

coconut rafters are used to support the roof. The , 

roofing materials for these huts are available in plenty 

in the village itself. As discussed earlier, the houses 

in this village are scattered all over a large 

coconut grove and every house is separated from 

the other. Each house has its backyard and open 

space in front. 

aw 
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A typical hut amidst the coconut grove
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A typical tiled house 

Furniture 

48. Four well-to-do people of this village 

have furnished their houses with the modern items 

of furniture like wooden cots, writing tables, sofas 

and almirahs, These households belong to the 

richer section of the village, who own large extents 

of lands. These are the only houses which are 

furnished according to the latest fashion. A good 

number of other households also possess items of 

furniture like chairs, tables, benches, stools 

and cots. There are altogether 43 chairs, 
32 tables and 28 stools in this village. Most.of 

these items are concentrated in the rich and the 

higher middle class sections of the village except 
for stray cases of poor people who possess one or 

two stools, a chair or a table. Many of the Krishnan- 

vagaiyar houses have one or two chairs, a table of a 

stool, The other items of furniture commonly come 

actoss in this village are the cots and benches. 

There are altogether 71 cots and 59 benches in 

this village. Except 11 cots which are made of 

good timber, the others are of a cheap type and 

they are locally made with bamboo frames and coir 

rope netting. These cots are distributed between 

all the income groups and it does not cost more 

than three to four rupees to buy a cot of this type. 

The benches are also locally made with country 

wood. The other items of furniture come across in 

the village are the almirahs. There are altogether 

15 almirahs in this village, out of which 13 belong 

to the Krishnanvagaiyars and the rest to the 
Christians.



 



‘The interior of a kitchen, The big vessels 
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TABLE NO. IV 

Possession of furniture and consumer goods 

Number of households possessing 
X. 
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Utensils . 

49. Almost all the households of this village use vessels made out of brass or copper. Stainless 

use only earthenware for cooking. As regards the 

other utensils, it varies between the rich and the 

poor. For storing water and other purposes in the 

kitchen, the rich and the higher middle class people 

steel plates and tumblers are common among the 

richer section of the population. The poorer section 

of the population use only earthenware for storing 

water and for many other purposes. They use 

  

Household utensils
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Other types of utensils 

cheap aluminium plates and tumblers for eating and 

drinking. No doubt, each of these poor house- 

holds has at least one or two items of utensils 

made out of brass or copper, but the earthenware 

and aluminium vessels are found in their kitchens. 

The richer section of the Krishnanvagaiyats possess 

also large utensils of, occasional use, in addition to 

the utensils of every day use. These are large 

vessels made out of brass or copper and they are 

used for cooking food for large number of people 

on festive occasions like marriages. 

Dress 

50. Shirts and dhoties are the common items 
of dress for the menfolk of this village. The well- 

to-do men wear banians and dhoties when they are 

at home and use shirts whenever they go out. The 

poorer people go about bare-bodied with only a 

dhoty or 2 mundu around their waist and a towel 

either tied round the head or hanging on the 

shoulders. These people use shirts on festive 

occasions and whenever they go out. The dress for 

the womenfolk consists of the usual saree and the 

blouse. The womenfolk of Krishnanvagai commu- 

nity follow the Nanjil Nad Vellalas rather than the 

Nairs and other Malayali communitiesin their mode 

of dressing and they arte invariably dressed in sarees 

and blouses. The members of the Nadar community 

81807 ollow the Tamilian mode ofdressing with sarees 

The ‘Koonippanai ’ used for storing the grains 
i 

and blouses. The mode of dressing of the females 

belonging to the Nair community is slightly diffe- 

rent from that of the womenfolk of other communi- 

ties. They use three pieces of cloth to dress them- 
selves. The blouse forms the upper garment and a 

piece of cloth about two yards long resembling a 

dhoty, is worn around the waist. This cloth round 

their waist is known as Mundu in local parlance. 

The third piece of dress which they wear is known 

as the Neriyetu, a piece of cloth about two yards 

in length which is worn over the blouse. Normally, 

the Nair ladies wear only the Mundu and the 

blouse while they are in doors and they use 

Neriyetu when they go out. A few of the Nair 
ladies, however, have taken to sarees which are 

becoming popular among them now. 

51. Some of the Nadar women belonging to the 

poorer section of the village are dressed with three 
pieces of cloth, namely, a mundu round the waist, 

a blouse and another piece of cloth over the blouse. 

The economic condition of these women being 
what it is, they wear the saree as long as possible 

and do not easily discard the old torn sarees. When 

their sarees are torn by constant usage, they cut 

out the untorn bits of the saree and use two such 

bits of old sarees in the place of one saree. Even 

the well-to-do people are modest and conservative 

in their dressing and the flashy urban fashions of 

dressing have sot made their way into this village.
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Ornaments 

52. The most common ornaments which 
almost every woman has afea pair of ear-Studs, 
nose-screws and silver anklets called Kolusu. There 

376, of course, a few women who cannot afford 

even this minimum amount of ornaments. But all 

of them have their Thalis made of gold. The rich 
and the middle class section of the people, of 

course, have a variety of ornaments. Many of the 

Krishnanvagai women have golden chains and 

bangles. Kasumalai, a neck-wear consisting of 

small and thin gold coins attached to a thin gold 

chain is possessed by good number of the well-to-do 

households. Kerala Malai is an old type of neck- 

lace which is quite common. The most striking 

items of jewellery we came across in this village are 
the jewels known as Pambadam and Thandatti, 

worn mostly by the older women. Pambadam isa 

cluster of thick rings and studs which hang down 

the lobing ears of old women. Thandatti is also an 

ear ornament and it is a thick stud which hangs 

down the lobing ears like the Pambadam. The 

cluster of this ear ornaments sometimes seems 

heavy enough to break through the thin chord of 
the lobing ear. But higher the economic status of 

the old lady, heavier is the weight of the Pambadam 

ot the Thandatti. Visalamurugu is a small screw- 

like ornament which is worn on the upper portion 

of the ear. The menfolk do not normally wear any 
ornaments except a few rich people who wear tings, 

Ear Ornaments 

  

Pambadam 

  

’ The cluster of ear ornaments 

  

Thandatti 

  

Visalamurugy
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Diet 

53. The staple diet of the village population 

consists mostly of rice and partly of tapioca. The 

ficher section, of course, live entirely on fice, 

except when they take tapioca very occasionally for 

a change. The poorer section have a mixed diet 

consisting of rice and tapioca. Tapioca root is very 

cheap when compared to tice and tapioca worth 

about eight annas would suffice for a meal for 

about four people. Boiled tapioca root and fish 
form a favourite combination. 

54, Out of the 117 households, only seven 

households of Asaris ate vegetarians and all others 

ate non-vegetarians. As regards the frequency of 

meals, 41 households live on two meals 2 day and 

76 households live on three meals a day. Most of 

these people who live on three meals a day, break 

their fast with the remnants of the previous night’s 

meal and many of those people who live on two 

meals a day, have small refreshments for breakfast. 

People of this village drink a lot of tea. 

TABLE NO. V 

Diet and food habits 

No. of households taking No. of households taking 
  

  

ர டட தட டட த தய ட்ப பாட தறல பார 
households house- households or wheat tapioca more a 

holds day 

ag | (2) 8 (4) இ (6) ம (8) இ (10) (11) 

Krishoanvagai 58 a 58 58 4 18 45 we 15 43 

Nadar 32 on 32 32 3 12 26 ose 14 18 

Nair 8 oe 8 8 8 3 5 

Asari 7 7 te 7 1 3 3 4 3 

Sakkaravar 1 ன 1 1 ச 1 1 ர 

Kerala Mudaliar 2 one 2 2 os 2 2 

Ambattan 2 ச் 2 2 2 1 1 

Paliar 3, ae 3 3 * 3 3 on 

Christian Mudaliar 2 we 2 2 ow a 2 wn 2 

Christian Nadar 2 a 2 2 ல 1 1 a 2 

Total 117 7 110 ் 317 8 34 93 wes 41 76 
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TABLE NO. YI 

Prohibited foods and drinks 

No. of households reporting as prohibited No. of households No. of households 
  

  

Community r ~ that did not report any that did not report any 
Non-vegetarian food - Drink food to be prohibited drink to be prohibited 

Q) இ ந @ இ. 

Krishnanvagai 58 ; 58 

Nadar a 32° 32 

Nair we ஸ் 8 8 

Asari oT . வ 7 

Sakkaravar 1 1 

Kerala Mudaliar . 2 2 

Ambattan ் 2 2 

Pallar . ன் 3 3 

Christian Mudaliar 2 2 

Christin Nadar 7 2 2 

Total 7 110 117 

  

Health and Sanitation 

55. The scattered disposition of the houses 

over ,a big coconut grove with each house standing 

on a separate plot surrounded by the trees is condu- 

cive to healthy living. This fact accounts for the 

comparative freedom of the village from epidemics. 

The village is not provided with protected water 

supply. Many households have drinking water 
wells adjoining their residences. The poorer sec- 

tion of the population who-cannot afford to have 

separate drinking water wells, draw water from the 

“wells belonging to their friendly neighbours and 

from the bathing tank in the village. 

56. There are only three houses whic have 

dry-type latrines attached to them and the people 

generally answer their calls of naturein the coco- 
nut gfoves or in the neighbouring fields. Except 
the womenfolk of the well-to-do households who 

“~~ ஜீ 

bathe in their houses, the others generally bathe in 

the public bathing tank in the village. They wash 

their clothes also in this tank. Most of the 

Krishnanvagaiyars are strikingly clean in their 

habits and appearance and the same thing cannot 

be said about the Nadars and the Scheduled Caste 

people. 

37. The most glaring unsanitary feature of the 

village is the presence of dirty pools and ponds 

adjoining the sea shore which are used for retting 

the coconut husks. These dirty pools serve as the 

ideal breeding ground for the mosquitoes and malaria 

fever is not an infrequent occurrence in the village. 

Out of the 52 persons who died in the last ten years, 

19 were in the age group 0-4 years, 30 above the age 

of 41 and only three were in the age group 5-40 

yeats. Infant mortality, that is, deaths in the age 

group 0-4 accounts for 36.5% of the total deaths in
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the last ten years. Of the 19 cases of infant 

moftality, Tour occurred within one month of the 

birth of the children, six deaths between one to 

twelve months, eight deaths between one to four 

years and there has been only one case ௦ still 

birth. This high rate of infant mortality highlights 

the absence of any maternity assistance in the 

vicinity, and the practice of primitive midwifery by 

the barber women. As regards the 30 deaths which 

have occurred above the age of 41, only five of 

them were due to old age; 18 deaths have been 

recorded to be due to fever, two deaths due to 

tuberculosis, eight deaths due to rheumatism and 

four deaths due to dysentery. Though there might 

be a certain element of error in classifying the causes 

of death wrongly as fever due to ignorance of the 

Village Officers who maintain the Birth and Death 

Registers, it points to the fact that fever mostly of 

malarial type has accounted for a good number of 

deaths in the last ten years. There are no free 

medical facilities available in the village, nor is there 

any private practitioner. Thete is a Government 

Rural Dispensary at Manavalankurichi with a Health 

Assistant attached to it. Thete is a big hospital at 

Colachel two miles away from this village and there 

ate also private practitioners at Colachel. A good 
number of the poor people, when taken ill or afflicted 

with some disease, seek the help of the native 

doctor in the village, either because they cannot 

afford to go to the qualified practitioners at 
Colachel or because they believe in the effectiveness 

of medicines made of country herbs by the native 

practitioners of the village. 

TABLE NO. Vil 

Medical care 

  

  

Number of maternity cases medial treatment consultation 

Community 22 bo, 2258 g336 5221 & & fe ges 2 B84 £85 

ன ரர ப ர... 
0 3 

ட (2) Q) (4) (5) Mm ©) இ 06 (iT) (12) (13) 

Krishnanvagai 13 3 1 13 . 13 22 க 

Nadar 2 ந் 1 avy 8 11 9 

Nair 2 ச 2 3 

Asari ame a ws oe 1 

Sakkaravar ப் 1 

Kerala Mudaliar one ove we oe க 1 

Ambattan « 

Pallar oe on os oe ப் ௧ ன் 

Christian Mudalias os 1 1 

Christian Nadar we oe bes 

Total 18 4 2 24 26 38 . 

 



 



CHAPTER Ill 

POPULATION 

Population trend 

58. The population of the village according to 

the present survey is 703 persons, comprising of 358 

males and 345 females. Sixty years ago, the popu- 

lation of the village was only 281 and in the course 

of the last 60 years (from 1901 to 1961) the popu- 

lation of this village has increased by 422 persons, 

that is, by 150.18%. The table below furnishes 

the population of the village for four Censuses. 

Years Population 

1901 ய 281 

* 1931 we 451 

1951 wes ் 01 

1961 i 103 
* Figures not available for other Censuses, 

59, In the course of three decades from 1901 

to 1931, the population of the village has increased 

from 281 to 451, that is, by 60.5%. The popu- 
lation has increased at the rate of 20.16% per 

decade, In the subsequent two decades from 1931 

to 1951, it has increased from 451 to 601, that is, 

by 33.3%. This works out to a rate of 16.6% 

per decade. Thus, the rate of increase has fallen 
from 20.16% per decade during the decades from 

1901 to 1931 to 16.6% per decade during 1931 to 

1951, The rate of increase during the last decade 

(1951 to 1961) is 16.97%. So, the rate of increase 

is more or less stable for the last three decades. 

During the last decade 1951 to 1961, the popu- 

lation of Kalkulam taluk has increased by 

18.4% and this is higher than the rate of increase 

recorded in the village. The increase of population 

in the district also has been at a higher rate than 

in the village. The population of Kanyakumari 

district has increased by 20.6% during the decade 

1951-61. The rate of increase in the village is 

lower than the taluk rate as well as the district rate, 

but it is higher than the state rate of increase, 
namely 11.9%. 

60. The growth of population is determined by 

the births, deaths and migration. Please find here- 

under a table showing the births and deaths regis. 

tered in the village in the years 1951 to 1960. 

TABLE NO. VHI 

Births and Deaths 

Exeess No, of 

Year Births Deaths births over 

deaths 

ரந, FL T. M. FLT. M. FL OT. 

rer ennemny om ores 

1951 8 6 14 #4 3 7 4 3 #7 

1952 11 6 17 1 2 3 0 4 14 
1953 10 5 5 2 17 3 $ «4 12 

1954 6 10 6 843 47 2 7 =9 

1985 6 6 2 2 1 3 4 5 9 

1956 9 4 302 =. 2 = «7 4 11 

1957 7 9 1623 5 § % 11 
1958 10 6 14 3 47 7 2 9 

1959 8 9 17 44 $8 4 § 9 

1960 9 9 18 52 7 4 9.1 

*M: Male, F: Female. T: Total. 

61. There has been a natural increase of 102 

persons by the excess of births over deaths. The 

actual vatiation during these years is also 102 

persons. So, on the face of it, there seems to have 

been practically no emigration or immigration. But, 

actually a handful of people have migrated out of 

the village and this has been balanced by an equal 

number of people coming into the village. So, the 

natural rate of increase tallies with the actual rate 

of increase in the village during the last decade. 

Birth and Death rates 

62, The number of births per annum has 

varied from 12 to 18 per year in the last ten years 

and the number of deaths [rom two to eight. The 

decennial mean birth rate works out to 23.62 per 

thousand and the death rate for the same period works 

out to 7.98 per thousand. So, the survival rate of the 

village is 15.64 persons per thousand. The birth 

rate of the village is higher than the birth rate of the 

district which is 23 per thousand, but lower than the 

state rate which is 27.1 per thousand. The death 

rate of the villageis lower than both the district 

rate (8.5) as well as the state rate (14.2). Conse. 

quently, the survival rate of the village, namely 

15.64 per thousand is higher than the disirict cate of
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14.5 and the state rate of 12.9. One definite 
conclusion which can be drawn from this comparison 

is that the death rate of the village is comparatively 

Jow even though the birth rate, more or less, conforms 

to the pattern of the district. The scattered disposi- - 

tion of the houses all over a coconut grove is 

conducive to healthy living and this village has been 

compatatively free from epidemics. These explain 

the low death rate. The high birth rate points to the 

absence of any conscious effort on the part of the 

people to limit their families. As ascertained by a 

casual enquiry of about a dozen persons, the attitude 

towards planned parenthood or family planning, 

ranges from ignorance to indifference. 

Density 

63. This village extends over an area of 135 
acres or 0.21 square mile. The density of popu- 

lation works out to 3,348 persons per square mile, 

This is much higher than the taluk density of 

1,485 persons per square mile and the district 
density of 1,544 persons per square mile. The 

village is situated in the most densely populated 

area of the district. The northern portion of the 
Kalkulam taluk which is mostly a mountainous 

region, is sparsely populated and the coastal strip 

on the south and the midland regions are densely 

populated. This village is situated in the coastal 

strip'at the southern extremity of the taluk. The 

population of the village is distributed between 117 

households and the average size of the household 

works out to 6 persons per household. There ate no 

. single member households in the village and the 

-bulk of the households are medium sized house- 

௦108. There are 25 small households with two or 

three members each and the population of these 

small households constitute about 9.5% of the total 

population. There are 50 medium sized. households 

with 4 cto 6 members each and 37% of the village 

population belong to the medium sized “households. 

TABLE NO. -IX 

Size of household 

  

  

Single meinber 2-3 members -4-6 members 7-9 members, 10 members & over 
மழ ர moe A. 5 - ah. ~~ ல் A rot பவடய 

No.of 4. , “ஆ டவ நன் ee: ப . hhouse- 8 ட்ட. an 3 a 43 : - = 3 ட்ட Community holds §- | . 8 a. க வி 3 4 ப தை 3 
3 2 es ல் 5 ம 8 mn 8 ‘a 3 ய் "ஜீ ஜ் ம q ் ட தீ தேத தத 8 இர. 28 8.3 hoe ho RF 2 fh 2 ம. 8.3 மீ.8ீ..2.ந 

(1) 2. ம மடு மு ௫. 0 (0:22 மு G4 (15), 19 C1 

-Krishnanvagat Boe, eit oak $- 1] 8 5 52” 67 ட 62 55 10 56 55 

Nadar 3 வல ட 914 Ho aa க 47 3. உ. [| 

Nair Bee ae 22 BB Se, wo 

Asari To வே வ வை ம் வே சிட்டு டிம் கட ம ரட்ட 

Sakkaravar 1 ree ட்ட one . . 1 4 2 

Kerala Mudalias 2 த a வ 1 1 2 1 2 2 

Ambattan 2 வொ வட 2 3 3 

Paltar 3.) வெத ப் கட்ட ஆ உ ப 
Christian Mudaliar 2 . . 1 2 2 i 9 7 

“Christian Nadar 2 ae ய 2 7 7 

Totat- MT வட த. 83 84 5012713483 0048S ரர 
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There arte 42 large sized households with member- 
ship of 7 and more and out of this, 14 are very large 
households with more than 10 persons in each. 

These are mostly the joint families. One of the 

‘joint families of the Kerala Mudaliars has as 
many as 16 members in it. The large households 

constitute 35.99 04 the total households, but their 
population works out to 53.3% of the village 

population. , 

29 

Sex ratio 

64. The population of the village comprises of 

358 males and 345 females. This works out toa 

sex ratio of 96.37 females per 100 males. This is 

lower than the sex ratio of the taluk as well as the 
district. In Kalkulam taluk, there are 97 females 

for every 100 males and in Kanyakumari district, 

there are 98 females for every 100 males. In the 

year 1951, the village had 304 males and 297 

TABLE NO. X 

Type of families 

  

  

Community Nol Types of families living in the households 

households Simple Intermediate Joint Others | 

(0) (2) உ (4) (5) (6) 

Krishnanvagai 58 21 18 16 3 

Nadar 32 “ல் 4 4 4 

Nair 8 3 1 3° 1 
. ப 

Asari 7 3 “2° 2 ப் 

> Sakkaravar 1 1 ஸு ள் 

Kerala Mudaliar 2 1 ~ 1 

Ambattan 2 1 a - 1 

Pallac 3 1 1 1 

Christian Mudaliar 2 ன 1 1 « 

Christian Nadar 2 r 1 

Total 117 51 3. 37 11 
  

females which worked out a ratio of 97.70 females 

for every 100 males. The number of females per 

hundred males in this village has gone down from 

97.70 in 1951 to 96.37 in 1961, This reduction in 

sex ratio is explained by the natural factor of net 

addition of more males than the females to the 

population of this village during the last ten years. 

Between 1951 and 1960, there has been a net 

addition of 54 males as compared to 48 females 

to the population of this village. 

Age structure 

65. A disproportionate concentration of people 

in the lower age groups and a very slender proportion 

of the population in the higher age groups isa 

characteristic feature of the rural population. The 

age structure of this village also conforms to this 

general pattern. Please find hereunder the 
percentage of population ineach age groupin this 

village being compared with the percentages of the 
taluk and the district.



Age group 

(1) 

0-14 

15-29 

30-44 

45-59 

60 & over 

Community 

Ww 

Krishnan vagal 
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TABLE NO. XI 66. As much as 44.47% of the population are 

either children below 14 years or old men above 

Age Structure the age of 60 years, Thus, only 55.53% of the 

population belongs to the working age group of 

பண்டக சணல் Of district, 15-59. These constitute the labour force of the 

population population © population village. The age structure of the village is, more or 

, less, similar to that of the taluk and the district 

2 (3) (8) . sus : 
with minor variations. The percentage of population 

39.35 42 41 in the age group 30-44 is higher in the village than 

in the taluk and the district. From this, it may be 

24,43 25 25 inferred that the average expectancy of life in this 

20.15 17 7 village is slightly higher than that in the taluk and 

. the district. Nearly 36% of the village population 

10.95 11 11 are above the age of 30 years, whereas only 33% of 

the taluk and 34% of the district population are 

5.12 5 6 above the age of 30 years. 

TABLE NO, XII 

Age and Marital Status 

. Di ம் 
Total Population Never married Married Widowed ன க 

Separated 

Age group - 7 , oF A eo x a A , - x ன 

Persons Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females 

Q) 3 ®o © ட) Mm © இ. 0) (ய) 02 03 

All ages 373 188 185 104 92 74 75 10 17 ves 1 

0-4 44 3 2 23 21 wee on ies tee te 

௮ 31 27 4 27 24 ons ae one ose eon aw 

10-14 533 22 31 22 31 ons ae ae oes os 

15-19 33 12 21 12 15... 6 

ச் 29 14 15 13 one ve 15 1 oon ass ae 

25-29 24 14 10 2 . il 9 1 1 ws 

30—34 31 16 15 3 13 15 

Benn 43 37 16 2 1 22 12 3 2 1 

45-29 a ow B 6 1 Twa 

60 & over 18 9 9 ae ae 5 2 4 7 oes ate
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Nadar All ages 

Nair All ages 
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60 & over 

Asari All ages 
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‘Table No. KIT (contd.) 
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Table No. RI (contd.) 

(1 ஐ 8 (4) 6) (6) ©) (8) go da db (2 (13 

Sakkaravar All ages 6 4 2 3 1 1 L oe wee oe 

1 ல் = 

10—14 1 doo 1 an as as a படட we 

15-19 1 ; 

203 ன ரர ரர வ வ an a ves 

30-34 வெல் ட்ட ட on wea wes a 

35-44 ன ன 1 we awe a Lees wee 

45-59 ட 1 wea wn 1 கெட்ட ae 

60 & over a ave on as on a ue ns ov 

Kerala Mudeliar ட்ட 1 34 2 2 1 Low i 

1 

10-14 டக ae [ ன ஆ ஷே 

1 15-19 a 1, Leet 
20-24 1 boon to ow a 
2529 we a கே ஹு - வெட “ . 
30-34 ws . க ஆ வட்ட “ 
35—44 1 1 aaa Poe 
4s—59 1 Low வ i ves 

Ambatian _ All ages 6 3 3 2 1 1 1 

15—19 1 1 one 1 : . க 

29-24 2 1 1 ace ர 1 1 . oe ல 

25-29 ve ans on ace “ any க உட 

45-59 ae வ oes oe an a os a one 
60 & over 1 on 1 we wee eve ave os 1 : ஸை
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Pallar All ages 

o— 4 

5—9 

10—14 

15-19 

20-24 

30-34 

35-44 
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60 & over 
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Table No. XII (Contd.) 
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Table No. XIE (Contd.) 

ம Q) 3) a 6) 

Village Total All ages 703 358 345 

4 98 47 51 

5-9 94 53 41 

10—14 86 40 46 

15—19 & ௮ 39 

20-24 54 29 25 

25—29 49 28 21 

30-34 60 28 32 

35-44 81 50 31 

45—59 77 36 41 

@& over 36 18 18 

Marital status 

67. About 40%c the village population are 

married, another 54 are not married and the rest 

afte widowed. Analysing the figures separately for 

the males and females, we find that 39% of the 
males and 46% of the females are married. The 

unmarried males and females constitute 58% and 

43%, respectively of the total male and female 

population. Out of 378 nmarried persons in the 

_ Village, as much as 73.6 of them are children 
below 15 years of age. A total number of 44 

persons comprising of 11 males and 33 females are 

widowed. They constitute respectively 3% of the 
males and 9.6% of the females. Among the widowed 
males, except two persons in the age group 20 to 29, 

all the others are above the age of 35 and among 
the widowed females, except onc in the age group 
25 to 29, all the rest are above the age of 35. 
Though widow re-marriage is allowed among 
Krishnanvagai community, it is generally depreca- 
ted now. The widows too, generally do not get 
married unless they are young and are without 
encumbrances in the form of children. The 
predominance of widowed females is: possibly due 
to the fact that women get married to men much 

© (7) ௫8 இ (0) (10 (2 (13) 

208 170 19 140 11 33 ன 3 

47 51 asa vee” ous see see ov 

53 41 oe 

40 46 

28 29 1 10 tee an one ons 

25 1 3 24 1 ச 

8 19 18 1 1 2 

5 1 23 31 ல 

2 1 45 27 3 3 oe 1 

35 25 1 16 

13 5 5 13 

older than themselves and their husbands pre- 

decease them. The other factor is that when a 

man is widowed, there is no social or legal 

festraint against his marrying again and it is not 

the same with the widowed females. There are 

also three separated cases in this village and all of 

them are females. Two of them have been 

deserted by their husbands and other one isa case 

of de facto separation by mutual consent. None 

of them is a case of judicial separation. 

Age at marriage 

68. The marriageable ages for the boys and 

girls are, more or less, same in all the communities. 

Generally the girls get married earlier than the 

boys. The girls are usually married between the 

ages 16 and 21 and the boys are martied at any time 

between 24 and 29 and mostly around the age of 25. 

There is no married person below the age of 15 

years, in this village. Out of the 39 females in 

the age group 15 to 19, ten are married and 

24 out of the 25 females in the age group 20 

to 24 are married. There are 15 males and two 

females above the age of 24 who are not yet 

married. Generally, the women do not remain 

unmarried till 24 and these two unmarried females
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“AGE AND MARITAL STATUS 
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above 24 years could not marry because one is 

suffering from tuberculosis and the other is 

physically deformed. About three to four 

decades back, it was customary for many of the 

communities in this village to get their girls married 

before the attainment of puberty. But now and 

in the recent past, there has not been any case of 

child marriage and this is partly due to the 

enlightenment and partly to the legal restraint 

imposed by the Saradha Act. 

Literacy 

69. Out of the total population of 703 persons 

comprising of 358 males and 345 females, 204 males 

and 148 females have been returned as literates. 

The percentage of literates among the males and 

females works out to 57% and 43% respectively. The 

level of literacy for the whole village is 50% which is 

fairly high when compared to the levels of literacy 

in other villages of Madras State. In the year 1951, 

only 38.3% of the population of this village were 

literates and in the last ten years, the level of 

literacy has risen by 12 points. The village level of 

literacy is higher than the taluk average of 48.24% 

and the district average of 48,60, 

70. There are altogether 352 literates in the 

village and bulk of them are ‘literates without 

educational standards’. Fifty-five per cent of the 

" literates are ‘literates without educational standards’ 

who know just toread and write. This comprises of 

51% of the male literates and 61% of the female 

literates. Another 41% of the literates have studied 

upto primary level and‘only 4% of the literates have 

Studied beyond the primary level. Out of the 

14 people who have studied beyond the primary 

level, 8 are Matriculates, 5 have studied upto P.U.C. 

and only one is a Graduate. Except one female 

Matriculate, all the rest who have studied beyond 
the primary level are males. Except this solitary 

female Matriculate, no other female has studied 
beyond the primary standards. The people of the 

village have no prejudice against educating their 

girls and almost all of them except the very poor 

people send their daughters to the school. But the 

gicls’ education usually stops after the attainment of 

puberty which happens well before the girls reach 

Matriculation. This is mostly because of the 

parent’s anxiety to get their daughters married 

within one or two years of their attaining puberty. 

Some of the poor people stop their daughters from 

the school, when they think that their daughters will 

be able to do some work and add to the family’s 

income. A good number of the boys study beyond 

the primary level, but not all of them reach the 

Matriculation stage because their parents cannot 

afford the expenditure involved in the secondary 

education. Many boys stop away after the Higher
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Elementary stage either because their parents cannot 

afford to finance their further studies or because 

they would like to work and earn whatever little 

they can and supplement the meagre incomes of 

their families. There are no persons in this village 
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who pursued college studies and settled down in 

good jobs. There is only one graduate in the village 

who is at the moment studying in Law College. 

Table No. XIII indicates the literacy levels among 

the various communities of the village.
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TABLE No. XHI 

Literacy and Education 

Total pee cae Primary or Matric Intermediate 
: : without ; or 

Community Age group population Illiterate educational aunt Higher . or Graduate 

standard Secondary P.U.C, 

oe ot path oo ett ee ote 

  

*Pp, M. F. M. FL M. FL M. F. M. நூ. M. F. M. 8, 
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20-24 5 2 3 1 1 1 மு டு ம ம் ப பபப 

25—29 3 ர 2... 1 1 we i ee 
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35-44 5 3 2 1 : . 3 1 . 

45—59 2 1 io 1 doo. . 

co&over 7 4 ,3 2 ,1 2 2 5 wee வக கக அட 
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ட oa ௫ மு டு 6 0 

Christian Nadar Allages = 14 7 7 5 4 

o-4 1 1... 1 

5-9 1 1 க ட்டை ats 

1014 2 1 1 

15-19 1 டெ 1 . 

20—24 . 

3-29 2: 2 டட 

3024 3 1 2 1 1 

35—4 1 1 1 

49 ப பெ வெ டப 

௦௧௨௭௭3 1) 2 2 

Village Total Aliages 703 345 197 

4 98 «6470 OSL OATS 

5-9 4 533 41 1 6 
10-144 % 40 46 9 12 
உட 6 9 39 6 13 

20-24 4 39 ஆ 110 9 

ஆற ௮.3 1 1 ட 

334 6 2 32 12 18 
உ உ 31 20 2 

க ர % ம் 11 36 
@&over36 18 18 8 15 

Literacy and Communities 

71. Analysing the literacy levels of the various 

communities, we find that the Christian Kerala 

Mudaliars have recorded the highest percentage of 

literacy (65%) and out of the 20 persons in that 

community, 13 are literates. But none of them has 

studied beyond the primary level. The next best 

community is the Krishnanvagai community which 

has recorded 61.7%. Out of the 373 persons in that 

community, 230 people have been returned as 

literates and out of this, 110 people have studied 

beyond the primary level. There are six Matriculates 

in this community and 3 others have studied upto 

@) 9) (0) G1 G2) (13) (14) (5) 16) (17) 

1 2 4 1 

i பட்டடை 

1 1 டட 

a Od 

1 . 

10490 «87.5707 3 1. 

33 3 2 

உட 3 டூ. ட... we 

6 9 4 6 1 t 2 we 

7 8 6 8 4 i 1 

8 4 5 1 2 

8 6 7 8 1 

6 8 4 2 wn 

4 2 0) 3 1 . 

6 3 4 

P.U.C. The only graduate of the village belongs to 

this community. The level of literacy among the 

Nadars is only 28% and this is comparatively low. 

About 33% of the Pallars are literates and one of the 

Pallar girls has studied upto Matriculation. The 

level of literacy among the Ambattans and Hindu 

Mudaliars is respectively 16.6% and 14% and that 

among the Asaris is 48.8%. Thus, the Nadars, the 

Ambattans and the Hindu Mudaliars form the most 

backward section and even the Scheduled Caste 

Pallars are better than these communitics. The 

advanced section of the village, of course, comprises
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of Krishnanvagaiyars, Asaris, Velakkuthalai Nairs 
and Christians. ் 

72. Out of 180 children in the age group 

5-14, only 135 children have been retucned as 

literates and the rest as illiterates. Thus, nearly 
24% of the children of the school going age do not 

seem to be attending schools and these children are 

mostly from the poorer families of Nadars, 

Mudaliars and Ambattans. Even a boy of ten 
years is considered to be an earning member 

in as much as he can earn 6 to 8 annas by 

engaging himself in the minor operations in the 
coir rope industry. The other important reason for 

the children of this age group not attending schools 

is the fact that there is no school in the village and 

the children have to walk a distance of five furlongs, 

to go to the school either at Manavalankurichi or at 

Mondaicad. Some of the parents are, of course, 

hesitant to let their young children to walk sucha 

distance. If a primary school is started in the 

village, many of the children who are not attending 

schools would possibly start attending. Almost all 

the school going children of this village attend the 

pfimary schools at Mondaicad and Manavalan- 

kurichi. Facilities for secondary education are 

available both at Manavalankurichi and Colachel. 

A few boys are also studying in the high school at 

Monday-Market which is about two miles from the 

village. Facilities for university education are 

available at Nagercoil at a distance of 12 miles 

from this village. 

Workers and Non-workers 

73. Classifying the population into workers 

and non-workers, we find that only 33.1% of the 

population have been returned as workers as 

compared to 55.33, of the population in the age 

group 15-59. The workers comprise of 54.2% of the 

males and 11.3% of the female population. The 

percentage of workers to the total population is lower 

than the taluk and the district averages. Thirty. 

four per cent of the population in Kalkulam taluk 

and 35% of the population in Kanyakumari district 

have been returned as workers. Out of the 233 total 

workers in this village, 9 are child workers in the age 

group 10-14 and 17 are old aged workers above 

the age of 60 years. The child workers and the old 

aged workers constitute about 11.2% of the total 

wotking population of the village. Most of these 

child workers are engaged in the coir rope industry. 
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The number of workers and non-workers among the 

vatious communities is indicated in Table No. XIV. 

The number of workers per household works out to 

1.99 persons, Comparing the number of workers 

per household in the four important communities of 

the village, we find that the number of workers per 

household is the lowest among the Krishnan- 

vagaiyars and the highest among the Asatis. 

Community Worker per household. 

Krishnanvagaiyar 1.88 

Asati 2.29 

Nadar 2.12 

Nair 2.00 

74. These averages confirm our earlier conclu- 

sion that the Krishnanvagaiyars form the prosperous 

section of the village. Except in the poorest 

households, the womenfolk of Krishnanvagai 

community do not go for work and even when the 

poor womenfolk go for work they take care to see 

that they do not work for the lower communities. 

Their sense of superiority over the other commu- 

nities of the village does not permit them to go and 

work in a Nadar’s field or in a Velakkuthalai Nair’s 

field. The number of women workers is the 

greatest among the Nadars,
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VILLAGE SURVEY 

TABLE No. XIV 

Workers and Non-workers by sex and age groups 

ன ரர 
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Table No. XIV (Contd.) 
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Table No. XIV (Contd.) 
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Table No. XIV (Contd.) 

(0 ப (3) (4) (5) 

Christian Nadar All ages 14 7 7 

0- 4 1 1 

கட 1 1 ட் 

10—14 2 1 1 

15—-19 1 1 

20-24 

25—29 2 2 

30-—-34 3 1 2 

35—44 1 1 

45—59 ies oes 

60 & over 3 1 2 

Village Total All ases 703 358 345 

0-4 98 47 5] 

5-9 94 353 41 

10-14 86 40 46 

15-19 68 29 39 

20-24 54 ௮ 25 

25—29 49 28 21 

30—34 60 28 32 

35—44 81 50 31 

45—59 77 36 41 

60 & over 36 18 18 

o 7 @) ஐ (0) ~ மு 

5 4 1 9 3 6 

ர் 1 

1 1 

2 1 1 

ச 1 1 
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3 1 2 

233 194 39 470 164 306 

98 47 51 

94 53 41 

9 8 1 77 32 45 

21 16 5 47 13 34 

22 21 1 32 8 34 

34 28 6 15 15 

36 27 9 24 1 23 

56 48 8 25 2 23 

38 33 5 39 3 36 

17 13 4 19 5 14 

Non-workers 

15. Non-workers constitute 66.8% of the total 

population and this comprises of 88.7% of the 
females and 45.8% of the males. About 40% of 

these non-workers are infants and dependants and 

another 29% of them are students and children 

attending school. There are only 5 persons who 

have been returned as unemployed in this village. 

Out of these 5 unemployed persons, four are males 

and oneisafemale. Gut of the four unemployed 

male workers, two are out of employment for the 

moment and the other two are seeking employment 

for the first time. Both these people who are seeking 
employment are Matriculates and they have applied 

for clerical jobs in Government offices. The other 

two are unskilled labourers who have studied only 

upto the primary level. The only unemployed 

female of the village isa Pallar girl who has just 

completed her Matriculation and has applied fora 

clerical job. The bulk of the non-workers among 

the females are solely engaged in household work 

Out of the 306 non-workers among females, 14! or 

46% are engaged in household work and another 

63 persons (20.6%) are students and children 

attending school. The rest of them, namely, 10! 

persons (33%) are infants and dependants who are 

not able to work. Majority of the non-workers 

among the males are-also infants and dependants 

who are not able to work. Out of the 164 male 

non-workers, 85 or 52% of them are infants and 

dependants and another 75 of them (45.7%) are 
students and children attending schools. The 

different types of activities of non-workers 

will be seen from Table No. XV. 
சீ
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TABLE No. XV 

Non-workers by sex, age groups and nature of activity 
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CHAPTER IV 

- VILLAGE ECONOMY 

Sources of livelihood 

76. Coir-rope industry and agriculture are the 

two important sources of livelihood for the people of 

this village. Coconut is the chief crop of the 

village and it also supplies the main raw-material 

for coir-rope making. Faddy is cultivated only over 

a small extent of 15 acres in this village. A good 

number of people in this village own lands in 

the neighbouring village of Mondaicad and they 

‘mostly cultivate paddy. Though agriculture 

provides work foc a good number of workers, yet 

this work is seasonal. Coir-rope industry on the 

other hand, provides work throughout the year. 

TABLE No. XVI 

Occupational classification of households 

No. of households engaged in 
  ¢ A. ~ 
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77. A total number of 51 households are 

engaged in cultivation, out of which 39 households 

are solely engaged in cultivation and the others 

combine cultivation either with industry or with 

business, A total number of 25 households are 

engaged in household industry, out of which 

17 households are solely engaged in household 

industry and the others combine it either with 

cultivation or with business. Another four house- 

holds are engaged in business, out of which two are 

engaged solely in business and the other two 

combine it with cultivation and industry. Out of 

the 47 households engaged in other occupations, as 

many as 38 households derive their livelihood from 

cooly work and these have been classified as general 

coolies. These genetal coolies are none other than 

the landless households of the village who are 

engaged in coir-rope industry for the best part of 

the year. These people supplement their incomes 

by doing miscellaneous works like cooly work in 

agriculture, plucking of coconuts etc. Some of 

these coolies also go to Manavalankurichi where 

they’ work as unskilled labourers in the Mineral 

Factory, that is whenever they do not have work in 

the village. Since, these general coolies work in 

the coir-rope industry for the best part of the year, 

it can be taken to be their primary occupation. 

78. Most of the households engaged in cultiva- 

tion own small plots of coconut gardens in the 

village from which they derive stable income, 

Some of them also own paddy fields either in this 

village or in the neighbouring villages. Many of 

these who own only coconut gardens, raise betel 

vines and vegetables over small extents of land 

adjoining their dwellings. Even households owning 

smal! extents like 5 cents, 8 cents and 10 cents raise 

betel vines in their backyards, People who own 

lands in the neighbouring villages mostly cultivate 

paddy in these lands, 

719. Out of the 25 households who are engaged 

in the household industry, 20 households are 

engaged in the coir-rope industry and the other five 

households belonging to the Kammala community 

are engaged in their traditional occupations of 

carpentry and blacksmithy. This industry provides 

work for the best part of the year forthe other 

occupational group classified as general coolies. 

Out of the 8 households who are engaged in 

business, three of them are engaged in coir-rope 

business and the others are engaged in petty 

commercial ventures like provision stores, tea shop 

etc. 

TABLE No. XVIE 

Trade or business 

Coir busniess Provision store 
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gaged in beating the husks and extracting the fibre under 1 
by the feathery coconut palms is a common scene in the village. 
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Nature of occupation 

80, Classifying the individual workers accor- 

ding to the occupations, we find that 61 workers are 

engaged in household cultivation and these 

constitute 26.18% of the total workers. Another 

38 workers (16.31%) are engaged in the household 

TABLE No. XVII 

Workers classified by sex, age group, industry, business and cultivation 

Cor munity Age group 

industries. 

are 

Number of workers engaged in 

33 

All these workers except eight people 

who are engaged in their traditional occupations, 

engaged in the coir-rope making industry. 

Table No. XVIII shows the distribution of workers 

by sex, age and nature of occupation. 
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Table No. XVII (Contd,) 

a (2) 3 66) (9 ௫ 

All ages 5 4 1 vas 
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Occupational Structure 

81. Workers classified as the general coolies form 

the largest occupational group. There are 103 general 

coolies comprising of 69 males and 34 females. As 

stated earlier, these general coolies mostly belong to 

the landless households. Even workers who own 

small extents of lands work as general coolies. 

Though these general coolies earn their livelihood 

by doing miscellaneous jobs including cooly work 

in agficulture, they are engaged in the coit-rope 

making for the best part of the year. There are 

also 10 workers who earn their livelihood as 

agricultural coolies, There are 11 salaried workers 

in this village and these include 3 clerks, one police 

constable, a teacher, watchman, peon and a bus 

conductor, Most of these people are working in the 

nearby Colachel town and Manavalankurichi. 

These people took to these occupations within the 

‘ last two decades. 

ஒழு (12) (13) 14) 15) (26) 17) 
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8 8. a 59 2 126 90 36 
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11. 66. 54 42 12 

§ §. 31 30 1 45 30 15 

ம 1, 16 16 ... 146i 5 

en tee க 8 71 J 4 3 

Though the number of people 

who have shifted to good non-agricultural occupa- 

tions like these, are insignificant yet it points to the 

trend of occupational mobility. Previously the 

caste determined the occupation of an individual 

to a large extent, and agriculture was occupation 

for all the communities, But the caste no longer 

determines one’s occupation as there is a general 

shift from the traditional occupations, Most of the 

Velakkuthalai Nairs have given up their traditional 

occupation of hairdressing and have taken to other 

occupations. Only one out of the 32 households of 

Nadars is still engaged in their traditional 

occupation of palmyra tapping. The Kammalas 

and the Ambattans are the only communities who 

are engaged in their traditional occupations. Table 

No, XIX furnishes a detailed account of the 

various occupations in the village. 

TABLE No. XIX 

Workers classified by sex, age groups and occupations 
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ae emearnany ah ote pan en, 

5 5 .. ந ந. 103 6 34 55 53 2 26 2 1 

nee tee ane os க = 43 1 wee eee one 33... 

3 3 1 1... & 45 33 12 6 6 414 0. 
௮ 

1 1... வவ SB 38 23 15 25 4 1 5 4 1 

1 1. ல > 3 8 5 16 16 ... 2 2 we 

aes ote ee aoe "3 2 1 8 7 1 2 2 wes 

Agr. labourer Accountant Police Constable Carpenter Blacksmith 

“io 82) 11... tis 77m 1 உ 

. ans க woe eee tne ம ந os wee 

3°93 «a. ope eee ae one ee coe 1 1. ர் 

33... ந ந. 1 1... 33. 1 $ 

ses uss கக ses! ses ase oe 2 2 as er 

4 2 2 aon cee ட டை eee ௯ 

Fire Service Clerk Teacher Business Watchman 

a ou oC ee விவேக களைடை ot SF 

ம 1. 3. 3 we 1 1 ow 5 5 we L 1 

1 1 ow 22. 1d. 14. ame மாக es 

asa ae ane வட ote we ace ase see க கட aes see oes 

wee கட 1 1. கை வடம் ணட ந 1. 

சக oan one ate aoe ane ban ase eee ௫௬௩. ant ee ty ake ats
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Table No. XIX (Contd.) 

  

  

  

Tea stall Tailor Overseer Milk man Military man 

ஓ All ages 2 2 as 3 1. 1 1, 11.4. 1 1... 

5 014 1 1... டைவ வைல வைல ன ரர 

= 15—29 see ave ase 1 1, 1... ர ரர கட்டட 

= 30-44 we aoe an aaa es 11. 1 ட. 
ல் 45—59 1 1. os os ee sen see aes sienna ne 
5 60 & over ose ce oes eet eee ate wee eee ate tenses ate tee nee aes 

Coir . ‘ manufacturing Conductor Native Doctor Miller Palmyra tapping 

3 All ages 1 1. 1 1. 1 1. 1 1, 1 1. 

3 15-29 த aee ti. ore ee eae ace see’ aes eee ate ase 

ங் 30-44 1 1. eas ane ne 1 1. வை வை 1 1. 

ல் 45-59 வவட வவ டைவ ee 1 1. வவ 

= 60 & over ots eee ee ese ee ane ave enone tn vee ane es eee ee 

இஞ்ச் 
leaves cultivator Peon Cultivation 

> All ages 2 2 oe 11. 44s. 
3 

ஆ 
ல் 15--29 wn ee ose ees ate ees ete ase ten 
க் 
& 30—44 2 2 nee vee 4 4. 

ஜ் 45—59 பைவ ase 11. een nee aes 

5 60 & over sy aes see wee cee ote oon ste eee 

Impact of education 

82. There is a noticeable desire among the 
people of this village to educate their children and 

settle them in good non-agricultural occupations. 
Even the people who were very backward two or 
three decades back have high aspirations regarding 
the future of their children. They send their 
children to school and educate them as far as their 
financial resources would allow them to do so, It is 

noteworthy that one of the boys belonging to the 

Velakkuthalai Nair community is now employed as 

a police constable and another young man who is a 
Matriculate is in search of some clerical job. Even 
among the Scheduled Caste of Pallars, the aspira. 

tions are quite high and one of the Palla girls who 

is a Matriculate, is on the look out for a decent job. 

More children are attending schools nowadays than 

in the past decades and only in the poorest 

community of Nadars, we find boys and girls of 

10 and 12 years engaged in coir-rope making 

industry. Except in cases of extreme poverty, where 

the young children have the necessity to work, in all 

other cases the people send their children to school. 

Income levels 

83. The monthly income of households among 

different communities is shown in Table‘No. XX 

below:



Community 

() 

Krishnanvagai 

Nadar 

Sakkaravar 

Kerala Mudaliar 

KOOTTUMANGALAM 

TABLE No. XX 

Monthly income per household by communities and occupations 

Occupation 

(2) 

Cultivation 

Cooly 

Clerk 

Agricultural labourer 

Business 

Teacher 

Miller 

Milk vendor 
Coir weaving 

Watchman 

Peon 

Tea shop 

Cocly 

Cultivation 

Betel vine cultivation 

Agricultural labourer 

Coir weaving 

Palmyra tapping 

Cooly 

Cultivation 

Agricultural labourer 

Police constable 

Coir weaving 

Carpentry 

Blacksmithy 

Cooly 

Cooly 

Coir weaving 

Cooly 

‘Rs. 25 or less 

Monthly income per household in the range of 

Rs. 26-50 

இ (4) 

1 6 

2 8 

ன 1 

oe 1 

1 13 

: 1 

ல 1 

௮ 2 

on 1 

os 1 

on 1 

a 2 

ve 1 

ஸு 1 

1 one 

. 1 

க 1 

A 

Rs. 51-75 

(3) 

59 

Rs. 76100 Rs. 101 and over 

(6) 

4 

aan 

0 

15
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Table No. XX (Contd.) 

  

(த) Q) G) (4) ‘ 6) (6) M 

Ambattan Cooly ere 1 1 an ae 

Pallan Cooly on 3 ஸ் one eee 

Christian Mudaliar Conductor ere வ 1 . 

Coir weaving oe ன one ore 1 

Christian Nadar Cooly ae an 1 1 oe 

Village Total Cultivation 1 8 8 16 17 

Cooly 4 28 11 3 

Clerk oe t on on 1 

Agricultural labourer ae 2 1 1 aes 

Business on 1 tee ல 

Teacher os . aes 1 

“Miller . tee க one 1 

Milk business wee ove 1 ae on 

Conductor oe a 1 wes oo 

Coir weaving ene 3 4 1 1 

Watchman oon ane ave ove 1 

Peon oe a 1 . a 

Tea shop a செ னி t 

Betel vine cultivation ow ஸ் 1 ae 

Paimyra tapping on 1 

Police Constable ane ச ove 1 ene 

Carpenter ass 2 2 ie a6 

Blacksmith eve 1 செ one 

Total 5 46 30 13 23 

  

&4. The Krishnanvagaiyars are not only the 

numerically largest and socially dominant commu- 

nity, but also the most prosperous section of the 

village population, Out of the 58 households of 
Krishnanvagaivars, as many as 37 households are 

engaged in cultivation and many of these are well- 

to-do land owners who own large extents of lands 
and coconut gardens. Out of the 37 households of 

cultivators, 27 are engaged solely in cultivation and 

the others combine cultivation with household 

industry and business, Another five households are 

solely engaged in coir-rope making industry and one 

household in coir-rope business. Ten households of 

Krishnanvagaiyars earn their livelihood as general 

coolies and another two households are solely 

dependent on agricultural labour. There are six
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salaried workers among the Krishnanvagaiyars and 
these include 3 clerks, a peon and a watchman. The 

richest men of the village and the only car-owner of 

this village belong to this community. Out of the 

32 households who have monthly incomes exceeding 

Rs. 100, 20 households belong to the Krishnan- 

vagaiyar community. These are the large land- 

owners who live in well-built houses. Only 19 

61 

households of Krishnanvagaiyars have ‘monthly 

incomes below Rs. 50, and these are mostly 

landless people who earn their livelihood as general 

coolies and agricultural labourers, Another 

19 households who have monthly incomes ranging 

from Rs. 51, to Rs. 100 form the middle-income 

group who lead a fairly convenient, if not a 

comfortable, life. 

INCOME LEVELS 

Communities 

Krishnanvagei 

Nadar 

Nair 

  

Income Groups 

Rs. 25 or Less LAA 

Rs, 26 = 50 
Kammalar 

Rs.51-75 8) 

- Rs. 76 - 100 
Christians 

் வயி ॥ 

Rs. 101& Over 

Pallar 

Other Communities 

Village as a Whole 

0 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 {00 

Percentage of Households 

85. The general economic condition of the , 
Nadars is comparatively bad. Out of the 32 house- 

holds, only 8 households are engaged in cultivation, 

out of which 7 are solely engaged in cultivation and 

the other household combines cultivation with 

industry. There are four households who are solely 

engaged in coir-rope making and as many as 18 

households earn their livelihood as general coolies. 

Most of these general coolies are dependent on coir- 

rope industry, in which a number of Nadar women 

are engaged. There are.no salaried workers among 

the Nadars and most of them are landless poor, 

Only one head of the household is engaged in his 

traditional occupation of palmyra tapping. Nine- 

teen out of the 32 households belong to the low 

income group with monthly incomes of less than 

Rs. 50 and twelve households belong to the middle 

income group of Rs. 51 to Rs. 75 per month. Only 

one household among the Nadars has a monthly 

income exceeding Rs. 100. 

86. Four households of Velakkuthalai Nairs 

engaged in cultivation and the rest are 

dependent on coir-rope industry and agricultural 

cooly work, One of the Velakkuthalai Nairs is 

are



62 

employed in Government service as a Police 

Constable. Five households of Velakkuthalai Nairs 

belong to the middle income group of Rs. 51 to 

Rs. 75 per month and two households belong to the 

poorer section with monthly incomes of less than 

Rs. 50. Only one household in this community has 

a monthly income of more than Rs. 100 and it is 

the only prosperous household in this community. 

Five out of the 7 householdsof Asaris are enga- 

ged in their traditional occupations of carpentry and 

blacksmithy. One household is engaged in coir-rope 

industry and the other household is dependent on 

cooly work. Four of these households belong to the 

poorer section with monthly income of less than 

Rs. 50 and the rest belong to the middle-income 

group. Most of the people belonging to other 
communities are dependent on coif-rope making 

industry and general cooly work except the two 

households of Ambattans who are engaged in their 

VILLAGE SURVEY 

traditional occupations. Most of them belong to 

the low income group of less than Rs. 50a month. 

Levels of Income 

87. For the village as a whole, 23 households 
have monthly income exceeding Rs. 100 and these 

form the richest section of the village population. 

Another 43 households belong to the middle income 
group of Rs. 51 to Rs, 75 per month and as many 

as 57 households belong to the low income group of 

less than Rs. 50 a month. These income figures 

are subject to an element of error because of the 

following reasons, The incomes of these villagers 

are not regular like those in salaried occupations 

‘because the sources of their income like the cooly 

work and agriculture are seasonal. The figures 

furnished by these people are at best approxima- 
tions of average monthly incomes, ‘ 

TABLE No. XXI 

Average monthly expenditure per household by income groups and occupations 

Number of households with a monthly income of 

3.90... 

All house- ந் 
lds ge 

ty வெல 

2g Ses : tem of a 2 Og Occupation expenditere € 93 ஒத 
2 3 மட்கு 

3 32 233 ‘ase a a ௭௦௪௮ 

வ 2 3 ஓ 

த 5 2 g 2 

(1) @ டு 8 (5) 

(Rs) 
Cultivation Food 40 47.63 64,04 

Education 31 5,58 5.81 

Clothing 40 11,35 15,26 

Fuel 28 4.47 4.21 

Loxuries 39 8.15 10.68 

General cooly Food 46 33.26 68.30 

Education 17 5.18 

Clothing 45 6.67 13.40 

Fuel 26 3.23 3,80 

Luxuries 46 547 10, 

ye he tee வ அலயைலிய்யவவை 
Rs. 25 or less Rs, 26-50 Rs. 51-75 Rs. 76-3 Rs. 101 & 

over 
a a a ஓ n ஓ லு 0 eo 2 o53 .2 e3 «3 05 3 oS We 98 52 22 ce $2 oS 82 3S 82 3B 88 

5 88 609 ba 68 SH 53 SS SS SS 
“2 <p 42 2848 28 42 4h 22 28 4 “94 “9 4 “8 3 te 2 <8 

ட (2) ௫ © 0 (i) (2) (3) (ம (15) 

(Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.) 

1 40.00, 8 31.88 8 40.63 6 57.50 17 55.29 

1 500 4 525 6 417 5 56015 627 

1 1000 8 463 8 813 6 12,00 17+ 15,88 

1 300 5 560 6 317 3 3,00 13 5,85 
1 200 & 5.00 8 5.75 6 833 14 11.25 

4 2750 28 30.54 11 3682 3 53.33 _ 7 
. 9 289 8 ரர வவ we 

4 5.50 28 6.25 10 7,30 3 10.00 ... 
2 2.00 13 246 8 4.38 3 4.33... “ne 

4 3.25 28 539 11 473 3 7.33 ... ne
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Table No. XX¥ (Contd.) © 

oOo © MO ® 

42.50 69.67... ase 1 

5.00 4.10 nse nee 

7.50 12,29 re sae 1 

2.50 4.10 oc ave i 

6.00 9.84 .. 1 

335 ௭:46... 
5.00 2.49 oe ae 
7.00 13.93... os 
3.75 7.46 use one 
4.50 8.96 oe ௩ 
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30.00 60.00 4. .. .. 
5.00 10.00 0. ve ee 
5.00 10.00 ௩. 
5.00 10.00 eae ase 
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80.00 51,64.ஃ 4-௯ 

50.00 32.26 24. see ane 
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35.00 67.30 10. வெட 
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@O 6 ©  ® 

46.67 69.88 ௨... .. 3 30.00 

440 3.66 ய. வெட ave ose 

9.67 1448 ௨... 3.0 (743 

4.00 19... ae 1 500 

6.67 9.99. wee 5.00 ua
 

45.00 69.23 வை வேட 

500 7.69 வெலை 

7200 10,77 ப வெவ் 
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500 769 ப. வ eee 

$0.00 66.66 4 பெ படட nes 

500 667. படபட. 

10.00 13.33 .. ப. wes 
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10.00 1 15.00 
2.00 
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Table No. XXT (Contd.) 

(2) Q) a6 © M ஐ ஓ ௭ GD 42 மு (60 
Carpenter Food 4 32.50 68.42 2 27,50 2 37.50 wae one 

Education 3 2.67 4.22 1 203 2 3.00 ... oon ave ன 

Clothing 4 5.75 12.10 ௨. 2 400 2 7.50 ... ase ௧ 

Fuel 1 2.00 105 ௨ ., sees 1 2.00 . 

Luxuries 4 6.75 14.21) .. 2 500 2 850 .. ave one ose 

Blacksmith Food 1 30.00 75.00 on 1 30.00 ... we ane ase wee wee 

Education ae one க oe sere we ry wae aes 

Clothing 1 . 5,00 12.50 ... 1 5009 .. னெ " ae see 

Fuel 1 2.00 5.00 .. . 1 2.00 ... tes oon oes 

Luxuries 1 3.00 7.50 ... as I 3.00 

Expenditure pattern 

88. The expenditure patterns of the rich and 

the poor are more or less similar with minor varia- 

tions. The bulk of the income is spent on the 

necessities like food and clothing. Poor people 

spend as much as 85 to 90 per cent of their income 

on food and clothing and they have very little to 

spend on luxuries and education. A good number 

of the poor people spend a small percentage of 

income ranging from 2 to 4 per cent on the 

education of their children. Their expenditure on 

luxuries like smoking, chewing, tea, coffee etc., 

ranges from 3 to 6 per cent. For the richer section, 

the expenditure on necessities ranges from 70 to 80 

per cent and many of them spend about 8 to 10 per 

ceat of their incomes on education. They are also 

left with a sizeable amount of incometo spend on 

luxuries. Very few are in the habit of saving. The 

poor people cannot think of saving because their 

expenditure on the bare necessities of life alone, 

very often outruns their meagre incomes when they 

have to borrow money even to meet their daily 

wants. 

TABLE No. செயம் 

Expenditure on marriage 

  

  

Expenditure Number of households with a monthly income of 
on ச் ப ௨... 

Marriage Rs. 25 or less Rs, 26—50 Rs. 51—75 Rs. 76-100 Rs. 101 & over Total 

(Rs.) 

(1) (2) Q) (4) (5) (6) 7) 

Nil ae 2 ves on 1 3 

50 or less te 1 ey oes 1 

51100. we , 2 4 ws ve 6 
101-200 2 13 2 1 _ 1 19 

201-400 on 6 7 ww 1 14 

401-600 1 10 12 6 4 33 

601-800 one 1 ஸி ove sae 1 

801-1,000 on 8 4 4 7 23 

1,001 & over 2 3 2 9 17 

Total 5 46 30 13 23 117 
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Indebtedness 

89. As many as 95 households are in debt and 

the total amount of debt in the village works out to 

about Rs, 81,000 and the average debt per house- 

hold works out to Rs. 692. The indebted house- 

holds are distributed amongall the income groups. 

In the low income group of less than Rs. 25 a month, 

all the households are in debt and among the other 

income groups, it ranges from 74% in the income 

group Rs. 26 to Rs. 50 to 87% in the income group 

Rs. 51 to Rs. 75. Table No. XXIII indicates the 
indebtedness among income groups. 

INDEBTEDNESS BY INCOME GROUPS 

Income Group 

Rs, 25 or Less 

Rs, 26-50 

Rs. 51-75 

Rs. 76 - 100 

Rs. 101 & Over 

All lacome Groups 

10 20 30 
  

50 60 70 80 90 100 
Percentage of Indebted Households 

Households Indebt 

  

Households Free trem Debt
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TABLE No. XXII 

Indebtedness by income groups 

Indebtedness by income group 

Average indeb« 
    

: Total no. of No. of house- Percentage of Total tedness for 

Community Income group households holds in debt indebted house- indebtedness household in 
holds debt 

ய 8 Q) (6) (5) (6 ம 

Krishnanvagai Rs, 25 and below 3 3 100 3,500 1,166.67 

Rs. 26 to 50 16 13 81,25 14,350 1,103.85 

Rs. 51 to 75 15 13 86.67 15,550 1,196.15 

Rs. 76 to 100 4 3 75 4,900 1,633.33 

Rs. 101 & over 20 17 85 20,725 1,219,12 

Nadar Rs, 25 and below 1 1 100 100 100,00 

Rs. 26 to 50 18 13 72.22 2,450 188.46 

Rs. 51 to 75 7 7 100 3,475 496.43 

Rs. 76 to 100 5 4 80 4,400 1,100.00 

Rs, 101 & over 1 te seo 7 க 

Naic Rs, 25 and below we we a a on 

Rs.. 26 to 50 2 1 50 100 100.00 

Rs, 51 to 75 3 2 66,67 3,550 1,775.00 

Rs, 76 to 100 2 2 100 950 475,00 

Rs. 101 & over al 1 100 500 500.00 

Asari Rs. 25 and below வ க aes ans 

Rs. 26 to 50 4 2 50 300 150,00 

Rs, 51 to 75 2 1 50 25 25.00 

Rs. 76 to 100 1 1 100 500 500.00 

Rs, 101 & over ro ன oon an 

Kerala Mudaliar Rs. 25 and below we ன வ coe woe 

Rs, 26 to 50 2 2 100 150 75,00 

Rs. 51 to 75 ன . 

Rs. 76 to 100 வ ose aes 

Rs, 101 & over a . = 

Sakkaravar Rs. 25 and below 1 1 100 1,000 1,000.00 

Rs, 26 to 50 

Rs, 51 to 75 

Rs. 76 to 100 

Rs, 101 & over
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Q) Q) 3 

Ambattan Rs. 25 and below ae 

Rs. 26 to 50 1 

Rs. 51 to 75 1 

Rs, 76 to 100 on 

Rs 101 & over wee 

Pallar Rs. 25 and below 

Rs. 26 to 50 3 

Rs. §1 to 75 ane 

Rs, 76 to 100 

Rs. 101 & over on 

Christian Mudaliar Rs. 25 and below 

Rs. 26 to 50 oon 

Rs, 51 to 75 1 

Rs, 76 to 100 on 

Rs. 101 & over 1 

Christian Nadar Rs. 25 and below 

Rs. 26 to 50 we 

Rs, SI to 75 1 

Rs. 76 to 100 1 

Rs. 101 & over an 

Village Total Rs, 25 and below 5 

Rs. 26 to 50 46 

Rs. 51 to 75 30 

Rs, 76 to 100 13 

Rs, 101 & over 23 

90. Among the causes of indebtedness, 
the most prominent are ordinary wants or house- 
hold expenses and losses in household cultivation. 
As many as 67 households are in debt because they 
are not able to live within their incomes. These 
people mostly belong to the lower income groups. 
When their expenditure outruns their incomes, they 
have no other way except to borrow, to keep their 
body and soul together. The total amount of debt 
under this cause is about Rs. 16,000. Twenty three 
households are in debt because of losses in culti- 
vation but the total debt is only Rs. 9,100. Among 
the other important causes of indebtedness are 

(4) 6) (6) (9) 

1 100 500 500.00 
1 100 100 100.00 

2 66.67 250 125.00 

1 100 500 500 00 

1 100 2,500 2,500.00 

1 100 500 500.00 
1 100 100 100.00 

5 100 4,600 920.00 
34 73.91 18,100 532,35 
26 86.67 23,700 911.54 

11 84,62 10,850 986,36 
19 82,61 23,725 1,241.68 

purchase of land, house construction and marriages. 

Eighteen households are in debt because they 

borrowed money for purchasing lands and another 

11 households are in debt because of house construc- 
tion and repairs to existing buildings. The total 

debt under these two causes is Rs. 36,700. Fifteen 

households are in debt because of expenditure on 

matriage and another three households arein debt 

because of unforeseen expenditure on sickness, Thus 

a large majority of the households are indebted and 

the bulk of them are in debt because of unproduc- 

tive expenditure. Table No. XXIV gives the 

causes of indebtedness by communities.
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() 

Krishnanvagai 

Nadar 
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Ambattan 

Asari 

Sakkaravar 

Kerala Mudaliar 

Pallar 

Christian Mudaliar 

‘Christian Nadar 

Village Total 
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TABLE No, XXIV 

Indebtedness by Causes 
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Cause of debt Amouat of Number of Proportion of debt due to 
் debt families in debt cause to the total amount of 

(Rs) debt (Percentage) 

(2) (3) (4) (5) 

Purchase of land 17,650 14 29°90 

House construction or repairs 10,600 8 17°96 

Marriages 12,950 11 21°94 

Sickness 75 1 0:13 

Family maintenance 9,900 32 16°77 

Household-cultivation 6,850 16 11°61 

Industry run by the household 1,000 1 109 

Purchase of land 4,000 3 38°37 

House construction or repairs 450 2 432 

Marriages 1,500 2 14:39 

Family maintenance 2,675 19 25°66 

Household cultivation 1,800 5 17°26 

Purchase of land 3,000 I 58.83 

Marriages 200 1 3.92 
Funerals 100 1 1.96 

Sickness 450 1 8.82 

Family maintenance 900 4 17,65 

Household cultivation 450 2 8.82 

Sickness 300 1 50.00 

Family maintenance 300 2 50.00 

Family meintenance 825 4 100.00 

House construction or repairs 1,000 i 100.00 

Family maintenance 150 2 100.00 

Family maintenance 250 2 300.00 

Marriages 1,000 1 33.33 

Family maintenance 300 1 16.67 

Industry run by the househoid 1,500 1 50,00 

Family maintenance 600 2 100,00 

Purchase of land 24,650 18 30.44 

House construction or repairs 12,050 11 14,88 

Marriages 15,650 15 19,33 

Funerals 100 1 0.12 
Sickness 825 3 1,02 

Family maintenance 16,100 68 19,88 

Household cultivation 9,100 ‘ 23 11.24 

Industry run by the household 2,500 2 3.09 

80,975 141 100.00 Total 
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Economic resources 

91, Having examined the economic condition 

of the people of this village, we may now proceed 

to study the economic resources of the village. This 

village extends over an afea of 135 acres out of 

which, 82 acres are cultivated with coconuts, 13 

acres with paddy, 3 acres with betel vines and 13 

acres with vegetables and fruits. About 15 acres 

are occupied by the dwellings and the poramboke 

lands account for 9 acres, Thus, a major portion 

of the area is covered with coconut gardens. 

The reasons for the Coconut being the 

predominant crop of the village are two-fold. 
Firstly, the sandy alluvial soil with a wet sub- 

stratum is ideally suited for coconut cultivation 

and secondly, the income from the coconut gardens 

is said to be more than the income from the paddy 

cultivation. 

Coconut cultivation 

92, Coconut crop has the chief virtue of not 

tequiting much attention beyond two years after it 

is planted and it yields regular income for a number 

of years from the fifth year of its planting. It is 

not the coconut kernels alone which fetch income, 

but the coconut husks fetch an equally good income 

by virtue of its being the raw-material for the coir 

ropes. Even the coconut leaves fetch a decent 

income since plaited coconut leaves are used for 

roofing the huts, From all these sources, it has 

been estimated that income from a single coconut 

tree ranges from Rs. 20 to Rs, 25 per year and about 

100 coconut trees could be planted over an extent of 

one acre. Thus, the annual income from one acre 

of coconut garden ranges from Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 

2,500. The coconut cultivation does not involve 

high cost of production like the other commercial 

crops. The only costs of production involved are 

the cost of raising the seedlings and the cooly 

charges for plucking the coconuts after the trees 

start yielding. A coconut tree grown out of a good 

seedling gives five to six yields per year and the 

coconuts are plucked regularly at intervals of two 

months, So, the income from coconut gardens 

compares very favourably with any other commercial 

crops. 

TABLE No, XXV 

Possession of land 

No. of households with extent of land 
  

2 

ழக Name of 69 No.ofhouse- * தி 
Community 5 ௦3 holds having on tana 5 cents 

PZB 00 land below 
. வ் 

() @ @ (4) (5) 

Krishnanvagai 58 14 Land owned ae 

Land owned and : 

taken on lease ane 

Nadar . 32 20 Land owned 1 

Land owned and 

taken on lease 

Nair 8 4 Land owned 1 

Land owned and 

taken on lease... 

Asari 7 6 Land owned ase 

Land owned and 

takenon lease... 

Sakkaravar i 1 Land owned Pon 

Land owned and 

taken onlease ... 

6to10 11 t0 20 21 to 50 > a 1 
cents cents cents 

to 2,5 to 10 acres ர §to 10 2.4 4 acres and 
lacre acres acres above 

© Oo ® மு மு மு «ay “a 
1 4 9 9 9 5 5 1
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Table No. XXV (Contd.) 

ப் 2 (3) (4) இ 

Kerala Mudaliar 2 2 Land owned we 

Land owned and 

taken on lease 

Ambattan 2 1 Land owned we 

Land owned and 

taken on lease... 

Pallar 3 3 Land owned oo 

Land owned and 

taken on lease... 

Christian Mudaliar 2 1 Land owned aes 

Land owned and © 

taken on lease = «wn 

Christian Nadar 2 1 Land owned a 
Land owned and 

taken on lease... 

Village Total 117 53 Land owned 2 

Land owned and 

taken on lease owe 

93. The coconut seedlings are locally grown 

and some of them who do not raise their own 

seedlings buy the seedlings either in the village or 

from the neighbouring villages at the rate of Re. 1 per 

seedling. It takes roughly about ten months to 

faise coconut seedlings. When the coconuts are 

plucked from the trees, well-grown coconuts of 

good quality are chosen for the purpose of raising 

seedlings. A seed-bed of about 120 square feet is 

prepared by digging up a pit to a depth of about 

two to three feet and filling it up with loose earth 

and manure. The coconuts-chosen for the seedlings 

ate buried in the seed-bed, one by one, at a depth 

of one to one and a half feet and are covered with 

earth. The coconuts are buried in these beds in the 

upright position, and the seed-bed is periodically 

watered and nursed, Tender leaves sprout out of 

these coconuts after a period of four to five months. 

These seedlings are transplanted after about 10 to 

12 months and it starts yielding after a period of 

6 to 7 years. After transplantation, the coconut 

seedlings require periodical watering and care for 

6 0 ஐ. ௫ (௫ dh Gd) (03) 

about two years. After the tree is well-grown and 

starts yielding, it does not require much care or 

attention. 

94, Eighty-two acres which are cultivated with 

coconuts are owned by as many as 99 pattadars, of 

whom 62 pattadars own plots of less than one acre, 

33 pattadars own plots ranging from one to five 

acres and only four pattadars own lands exceeding 

five acres, Thus, a number of households mostly 

from the Krishnanvagaiyar and Nadar communities 

own small plots of coconut gardens from which 

they earn their livelihood. None of the members 

of the Scheduled Castes owns any coconut gardens. 

They live in coconut gardens which they have taken 

on lease from the owners and which they have under 

taken to look after: There are 15 such leaseholders. 

in this village. Some of these coconut gardens 

which have been leased out are owned by the people 

in the neighbouring villages. Similarly a few of the 

pattadars of this village own coconut gardens out.. 

side the village boundary. 
sees
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Paddy cultivation 

95, Paddy is cultivated only over a small 

extent of 13 acres. The paddy fields are damp and 

marfshy throughout the year due tothe subsoil 

springs in the fields. Two crops are raised in the 

paddy fields; one is a long term crop called 

”<Pishanam’ crop and the other is a short term crop 
called the ‘Kar’ crop. The ‘Pishanam’ or the long: 

term crop is cultivated in the month of September and 

the harvesting is done in the month of February. 

The short term crop is cultivated in March-April 

and harvesting is done in June-July. The average 

yield of paddy per acre is estimated to be 20 
Kottahs. A Kottah is roughly equal to two gunny 

bags of paddy; the cost of cultivation per acre for 

a single crop of paddy is estimated to be Rs. 226 as 

detailed below : 

  

Rs. nb, 

“Ploughing and levelling of land 50 00 

Seeds 16 00 

Manure for the seedlings 15 00 

"Manure for the main crop 60 00 

Transplanting cost 15 00 

Weeding cost . 15 00 

Cost of chemical manure and pesticides 2 00 

Wages for harvesting 35 00 

Total 226 00 

96. The gross income from one acre of paddy 

can be estimated to be about Rs. 600 at the rate of 

Rs. 30 for each of the 20 Kottahs which can be 

taken as the average yield. So, the net income per 

Agricultural Implements 

acre works out to Rs. 374 for a single crop, Assuming 

that the second crop yields a net income of another 

Rs, 300, the total annual income from one acte of 

paddy works out to Rs. 674 and at any rate not 

exceeding Rs. 760, as compared to Rs. 2,500 from 

one acre of coconut garden. The only factor to be 

taken into consideration in this comparison is that 

the coconut garden will not yield for the first six 

years after planting. ் - 

97. The methods of cultivation are as old as 

time. The tools used in the cultivation are the 

traditional wooden plough, maram (levelling 

implement) and the spade. The manures commonly 

used are, the green manures and the farm-yard 

manure. Yn recent times the cultivators are begin- 

ning to use the chemical! fertilisers which have been 

popularised by the Block Development Staff. Except 

the use of chemical manures and the use of improved 
seeds by a few ryots, there has been no tendency 

towards improved methods of cultivation. Another 

teason for the poor yield from agriculture is the 
small sized and uneconomic holdings. As in the 
case of coconut gardens, the paddy fields are also 
owned mostly in small bits of less than one acre 

the number of holding larger than one acre being 

as few as two. .



  
The seed-bed for coconut planting, It is manured and watered periodically, 
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TABLE No. XXVI 

Developmental activities 

Number of households who have secured Derived | benefit Participated in 
ct eae ர - 7 ரா ஸ் 

1 > > a 
த 5 gh st 3௫8 555 

38 § $ 2 , $8 2 E8a, 22 தர 82 ss oz, © 2 2 2 & § fg SEES gb Eke S525 
ze 28 8 2 8 8 2 8 $3 S088 BSR SES 268. j 8 ES 4 2 இ & gs ம ES தது மில தீகியு Community g2 ES 2 5 &. வ Sz & gs கற ase 663 BEB 4 

ee 5g g £ §8 $ $6 888 தே 25 2850 
sg 3 3 7 = 3 & 2. Be gee 3683 

க . “82 "3 54 0 
ம 2 0 © 6 © va) ௫ இ ௫ ௫ ௫ (3 (6 

Krishnanvagai 8 1 2 3 2 7 2 17 ன . 

Nadar 32 ave ace 1 oes 2 a ‘ . 

Asari 7 oo wee as on aes . க 

Sakkaravar 1 me an ass oes ர 

Kerala Mudaliar 2 aes “ ன ase ய ஞ் ன ச 

Ambattan 2 oe os oe . we aw 

Pallar 3 ஸ் one soe aes vee க ase 

Christian Mudaliar 2 ot we aon oe see . ase ane aoe ane 

' Christian Nadar 2 ove on one 1 aoe oe ay aoe ae 

Total Ww 1 2 4 3 9 2 1 aes ons 

Livestock dwellings of the cultivators. The annual net 

98, The bullocks and the he-buffaloes are used for 

ploughing and other agricultural operations. The 

livestock of the village consists of 36 buffaloes, 20 

bulls, 36 cows, 34 calves, seven goats and two sheep. 

The cows and the she-buffaloes are reared for their 

yield of milk. ் 

Betel yine cultivation 

99. Betel vines are cultivated in small bits 
ranging from 10 cents to 30 cents. They are 
cultivated in the coconut gardens adjoining the 

income from a plot of 10 cents cultivated with betel 
vines is said to range from Rs. 300 to Rs. 400 and the 
betel vines once cultivated yield regular income 

for about two years. The total area under betel 
‘vines is 3 acres. Some of the cultivators also raise 
vegetables, chillies and plantains in the small plots 
adjoining their dwellings. One significant feature 
of this village is that no land has been left waste 
except sandy tract adjoining the seashore to a 
width of about .20- yards, which is unfit for any 
cultivation.
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Nadar 

Nair 

Asari 

Sakkaravar 

» Kerala Mudaliar 

Ambattan 
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Chistian Mudaliar 

Christian Nadar 

Total 

Community 

(1) 

Krishnanvagai 

Nadar 

Nair 

Asari 

Sakkaravar 

Kerala Mudaliar 

Ambattan 

Pallar 

Christian Mudaliar 

Christian Nacar 
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TABLE No. XXVII 

Livestock statistics 
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Cows Calves Goat: Sheep Bulls Buffaloes Poultry 
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TABLE No. XXVIII 

Quantum of agricultural produce and their disposal 

Tota 

Paddy (in kottah) Coconuts (in number) 
டப 

Betel Leaves (in bundles —
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100, A total quantity of about 1072 kottahs 

of paddy is produced per annum and about 464 

kottahs of paddy are consumed in the village itself 

leaving a marketable surplus of only about 608 

kottahs. The annual production of coconuts is 

about 6 lakhs and except about 83,000 coconuts 

which are consumed in the village itself, the rest are 

marketed, The chief exports of the village are the 

coir-ropes and plaited coconut leaves. 

Coir industry 

101, The coir industry is well established in 

this village and it provides gainful employment to a 

large number of workers. The raw material for the 

industry namely, coconut husks, is available in 

plenty in the village itself. The coic industry has 

the following distinct stages of production. After 

the coconuts are plucked from the trees, they are 

pealed offinto three or four pieces separating the 

nuts and the husks, For this purpose a sharp 

pointed metal spike is fixed firmly on the ground 

and the husks are separated by striking the nuts 

against the sharp edge of the spike. It is from 

these husks that the fibre is taken out and spun into 

topes. The separated husks are soaked in a pond 

and kept submerged under the water for sufficiently 

long time for the husks to become soft so that the 

fibre could be beaten out of the cover of the husk. 

The soaking up of the husks is done in the pits dug 
out for the purpose onthe borders of the back. 

waters of the sea orin the coconut gardens where 
they get water on the surface. These pits into 

which the coconut husks are kept submerged are 

known as Kambaniharai in the local parlance, 

The ‘Kambantharai’ or the pool is about 40 to 50 

feet long and 20 to 30 feet broad. Its depth 

ranges from 4to7 feet. The pools on the borders 
of the back waters are preferred to the fresh water 

pools in the coconut gardens as submersion in the 
saline water gives a peculiar reddish colour to the 

fibre which is popular in the business circles. 

102. After a period of six to eight months, the 

husks are taken out of the pond and the fibre is ex- 

tracted from the husks by beating the husks. The 

soaked husk is kept on a piece of stone and beaten 

with a wooden hammer locally known as Kottu- 

madi. This operation is mostly performed by the 

womenfolk of the village. The fibre thus extracted 

is dried up in the hot sun for a few hours and it is 

winnowed so as to remove the dust particles from 

the fibre. The fibre is now ready to be spun into 

ropes. 

  

The Kottumadi used for beating the coconut husks 
before extracting the fibre. 

Spinning process 

103. The fibre is spun into ropes within a day or 

two of its extraction from the husks because it has 

to be spun even when it is slightly damp which 

facilitates twisting and spinning. If the fibre gets 
dried up and does not have the sufficient dampness, 

it isspun after sprinkling some water on the fibre. 

The coir is spun with the help of spindles known as 

Rattus in the local parlance. This consists of a 

wheel of about two feet in diameter, fixed ona 

wooden frame and it has a handle with which it is 

rotated. Iron spikes are fixed to the rotating wheel 

and one of the fibre to be spun is attached to the 

spike. While one person is rotating the wheel, the 

other two persons take the fibre in their hands, 

attach one end of the fibre to the spindle and walk 

back spinning the fibre into thin ropes by pulling 

out thin streams of fibre from their left hands and 

slightly twisting them with the right hands. By this 

process, thin ropes are formed and they are once 

again twisted and made firm by the rotating wheel, 

The two men walk back spinning the thin ropes to a 

distance of about 15 yards at the end of which they 

attach the other ends of the ropes to another 

spindle with a rotating wheel, The thin ropes spun 

ate now attached to two spindles in the opposite 

ends. When these two spindles are rotated in the 

opposite direction it gives a firm twist and strength 

to the ropes, 

104, The thin ropes thus spun from the fibre 

afe once again spun into thick ropes by combining 

and twisting three such thin ropes, This operation is 

petfotmed by tying the three thin ropes to the spikes 

fixed to the rotating wheel. The other endes of the
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ropes are tied together to a firm object at the other 
end. A wooden block with cut-in grooves is made 

use for spinning these three ropes into a thick rope. 

This wooden block has three grooves on the face 

of it, and these three grooves combine into one 

groove on the other face of the block. The 

three thin ropes when inserted into these three 

  

    

grooves at one face of the wooden block, twisted 
and pulled out of the other face of the wooden 

block, get spun into one thick rope. Having fixed 
these three thin ropes to the rotating wheel at the 

one end and to a firm object at the other end, the 

wheel is rotated and the wooden block is passed 

through these ropes from one end of it to the other, 

Rattu used in coir-rope making 

when the three thin ropes get spun into a fine thick 

rope. The ropes thus spun are bundled and sent 

out for marketing. No improved mechanical 

devices are used for coit rope making. The simple 

tools used in coir rope making are made by the 

local carpenters. 

Marketing 

105, The ropes manufactured here are mar- 

keted mostly through the Coir-Weaver’s Co-operative 

Society which was established in this village in 1953. 

The Society has a membership of 91 members at 

present as compared to 31 members in the beginning. 

Only 50% of the members are from this village and the 

test of them being from the neighbouring villages, 

The total share capital of the society is Rs. 5,030, out 

of which the share of Koottumangafam members is 

Rs.2,585. The individual share captia! of the members 

range from Rs. 5 which is the minimum, to 

Rs. 25. The Society is a Credit-cum-Marketing 

Society. It buys the finished products from the
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weavers and markets them outside. The society 

also advances [loans to members who are considered 

ctedit-worthy. The society was granted a Govern- 

ment loan of Rs. 10,000 at an interest of 24% per 

annum. The loan is to be repaid in easy instalments 

and the society has so fac paid about Rs, 6,000. 

Thete are two wholesale merchants in the village 

who competes with the Co-operative Society. These 

merchants also advance loans tothe weavers and buy 

the ropes at pfe-fixed rates. The weavers sel] their 

ropes to these merchants when the society has 

exhausted its funds. Some weavets prefer to borrow 

money from the mefchants and sell the ropes to 

them because of the flexibility of the terms of repay- 

ment of the mefchants. The termsof repayment 

of the society are very rigid and the society does not 

sanction loans until the arrears of the previous loans 

are cleared. 

  

  
  

  

      
  

  
  

            
a 

Rotating wheel 

106. The following data would give the readers 

an idea about cost of production of these topes. 

Rs, oP, 

Cost of 1,000 raw hasks 40 00 
Expenses incurred in immersing 

the husks into the pool 5 90 

Proportionate hire charges for the 

poo! for 1,000 husks 1 450 
Wages for extracting fibre 6 00 

Wages for spinning 5 50 
Other expenses 1 00 

59 00 

107, The selling price of the ropes spun out of 

thousand husks can be expected to range from Rs, 64 
to Rs. 62. Thus, the net profit for weaving thousand 

husks range from Rs2 to Rs3. The average earning 

of the workers engaged in this industry ranges from 

Rs. 1.25 to Rs. 2 per day for males and Rs. 0.75 

to Rs. 1.50 for females. Child workers earn from 

0.50 nP, to 0.60 nP. per day by performing minor 

operations in this industry. 

  

The Murukkupalakai used to twist the three 
yarns into one rope 

108. Another village industry of minor impor. 

tance is the plaiting of coconut leaves which serves 

as a secondary source of livelihood fora good number 

of people in this village, Coconut trees can be said 

tobe Karpaka ‘Viruksham of this village as many 
parts of the coconut trees yield income and no part 

of it goes waste. The plaited coconut leaves are 

used for roofing the huts. -A good number of the 

pooret section are engaged in this work during their 

leisure times. They cut the coconut leaves from 

their coconut trees or buy coconut leaves from 

other coconut gatden-owners and plait them up.. 
These are sold to the middle men in this trade who 

visit the village periodically and collect them. Some 

of the old men and women who are not able to exert 

themselves in any other work, squat under the shade 

and leisurely plait the coconut leaves. Two hours: 

work in plaiting the leaves can fetch a net income of 

about 4 to Sannas. This industry is only of minor 
importance, but all the same, it serves as a secondary 

means of livelihood and adds to the family income: 

of a good number of people. ; ம.



CHAPTER V 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE 

Religion 

109. There are two religious groups in this 

village, namely, the Hindus and the Christians. The 

Christians form only a small minority of 34 persons 

out of the total population of 703 persons and they 

constitute 4.8% of the total population. All the 
Christians of this village belong to the Roman 

Catholic sect and they wete converted within the 

last three to four generations. It need hardly be said 

that these poor folk know very little about the 

theological precepts of their adopted faith. The 

Christians do not have a church of theic own in the 
village but they attend the church in the neighbour- 

ing village of Puduthurai. 

Caste affinity 

110. Out of four households which have 

embraced Christianity, two households belong to the 

Nadar community and the other two to the Kerala 

Mudaliar community. For all practical purposes, 

these people identify themselves with the Hindus of 
the respective castes, because the caste rather than 

the religion determines their place in the social hierar- 

chy. There is more affinity between a Hindu Nadar 

and a Christian Nadar than between a Christian 

Nadar and Christian Kerala Mudaliar. A Christian 

Nadar would have no objection to marry a Hindu 

Nadar, but he would not think of marrying a Chris- 

tian Kerala Mudaliar. In the social order the Chris- 

tians afe tanked with the Hindus of thesame caste 

and social intercourse is also regulated by the 

caste rather than the religion. A Christian Nadar 

would interdine with a Hindu Nadar, but he would 

not do so with a Christian Barber. 

Religious life 

111. There ate a number of similarities in the 

ritual structures of the Christians and the Hindus 

and thete ate very few differences in the religious 

life of these two groups. The Christians celebrate 

, their weddings in their church, but the ceremonies 

attendant on weddings are, more or less, similar to 

those of the Hindus. The funeral rites and the birth 

customs of the Christians are almost identical with 

those of the Hindus. There is more of cultural unity 

between the Hindu Nadars and the Christian Nadars 

than between the Christian Nadars and Christian 

Kerala Mudaliars. Though Jesus Christ is the main 

deity of the Christians of this village, some of them 

also worship lesser deities of the Hindus like, 
Mariamman, Tyanar etc. The Christians of this 

village, unlike the Hindus abstain from meat on Fri- 

days and have their weekly services on Sundays. The 

Hindus usually abstain from meat on Saturdays and 

thete is no specific day of the week for the prayers. 

Though the Christians celebrate Christian festivals 

like Christmas, Good Friday and Easter, they also 

join the Hindus in the celebration of Hindu festivals 

like Onam, Pongal and Deepavali. 

Inter - caste relationship 

412, There are eight different communities in 

this village, but there are no communal factions or 

clevages based on castes. The Krishnanvagaiyats 

and the Nadats are the dominant communities of 
the village and there is a large measure of cordi- 

ality in their social relationship. The other minority 

communities too live on terms of amity with these 

people. The Krishnanvagaiyats- occupy the fore- 

most place in the social hierarchy of the village 

community and their social dominance is based on’ 

their numerical strength and affluence, The 

other communities treat them with certain amount 

of deference and the landed people are respectfully 

referred to as Pannaiyars. As a mark of their 

social superiotity, womenfolk of Krtishnanvagaiyar 

community would not go for work in the fields 

belonging to other communities, however poor they 

might be, because itis deemed to be below their 

dignity to go and work in the fields belonging to 

the lower communities. The Nadars occupy the 

next place in the-social hierarchy and the position 

of Asaris is rather contested. The Asaris claim to 

be superior to all the other communities even 

though the Krishnanvagaiyats do not concede this 

position. The other communities including the: 

Nadats, of course, concede the social superiority~ 

of the Asaris. The Asaris do not interdine with 

any other community in the village. Even though)
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the Velakkuthalai Nairs and the Ambatians are 

both barbers by tradition, the former consider them- 

selves to be socially superior to the latter. The 

lower castes of Pallars and Ambattans recognise 

the social superiority of the Krishnanvagaiyars, 

Nadafs and Asatis and perform their customary 

functions on occasions like marriages and funerals. 

The caste distinctions are rather rigid and there is 

no tendency towards the fusion of castes like inter- 

caste marriages. There has not been any case of 

inter-caste matriage in this village and even among 

the Christians, the caste rather than the religion is 

the decisive factor in matrimony. 

Caltaral unity 

113. Though the various castes have certain 

customs and mannets peculiat to themselves, there 

are a number of similarities in their ritual structures 

which point to the cultural unity between the com- 

munities. This cultural unity is also reflected in the 

deities they worship and the festivals they celebrate, 

Another noteworthy fact about the people of this 

village is that their culture is an admixture of more 

than one distinct culture. The Nadars and the 

Krishnanvagaiyats are not the original inhabitants 

of this place. The Krishnanvagaiyats are said to 

have migtated from Gujarat and the Nadats have 
come ftom the neighbouring Tirunelveli district. 
In their long association with the local communities, 

the Krishnanvagaiyars and the Nadars have imbibed 

ceftain ingredients of Keralite culture and this is 

reflected in their ritual structure and in the festivals 

they celebrate. The ceremonies like Charthu 

Ezhuthuthal during the betrothal, the Choru 

Unnu or the first feeding of the baby with rice and 

the cefemony of Vidyarambam are observed by 

all the communities of Kerala and these ceremonies 

afe peculiar to the Kerala region. The Nadars and 

the Krishnanvagaiyars have imbibed these peculiar 

customs of the land of theit domicile. The ac- 

culturisation of these communities who have 

migfated from outside, is also reflected in the 

festivals they celebrate. The festivals like Onam 

and Vishu are the regional festivals of Kerala and 

these festivals are not celebrated by the people of 

Madras State from where the Nadars have migrated 

of by the people of Gujarat from where the Krish- 

panvagaiyars afe said to have migrated. Thus, the 

culture of these people is an admixture of their 
Otiginal culture and the culture of the land of their 

domicile. Such acculturisation is a common pheno- 
menon and it happens in all cases where people 

migtate and settle down ina different cultural or 

linguistic region. While preserving some of their 

native customs and_ manners, these migrants adopt 

the customs and manners of the region into which 

they have migrated. Such acculturisation not only 

establishes an affinity between the alien com- 

munities and the native communities but it also 

helps the alien communities to identify themselves 

with the people amidst whom they have settled 
down. It would be of interest to study the cultural 

life of these people after 20 of 30 years and see 

how the territorial and political changes have 

affected their culture. These people have long 

been associated with'the Kerala during which time 
they have imbibed the Keralite culture. Now they 

have been merged with the Tamilnad from 1956 and, 

it will not be an unfeasonable hypothesis to say that 

some of the Keralite customs might disappear in 

the course of another 20 years and possibly the 

Tamilian culture would have a modifying influence 

on their customs and manners, 

Language pattern 

114. The long association of these people with 

the Kerala State is also reflected in their language. 

Tamil is the mother tongue of all the communities 

except the Nairs, but their Tamil contains a large 

number of Malayalam words. Theit language, 

like the other aspects of their culture, is an admix- 

ture of two languages. Such admixture of langua- 

ges is always found among the people who live on 

the borders of two linguistic regions. To the 

question about their mother tongue, the answers 

from the Krishnanvagaiyars were not uniform. 

Some of them declared Tamil to be theit mother 

tongue while the others declared Malayalam. The 

truth of the matter seems to be that these people 

talked Malayalam in their homes as well as 

educated their children in Malayalam as long as 

they were in Kerala State. But after the merger 

of these paris with the Tamilnad, many of them 

talk Tamilin their homes and also educate their 

children in Tamil medium. 

Fairs and festivals 

115. The faits and festivals celebrated in 

this village would give a good idea about the 

cultural life of this people. The important festivals
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in a year are the Onam, Vishu, Pongal, Deepavali 

and Krishna Jayanthi. The Onam festival is 

celebrated by ali communities and it jis the 

most important festival of Kerala. Onam is 

celebrated in commemoration of the reign of 

Mahabali Chakravarthi, an Asura King whose reign 

is believed to have been a period of uninterrupted 

peace, plenty and prosperity. The festival is 

celebrated in the last week of August or the first 

week of September. The legendary origin of this 

festival is as follows: The Devas in the Heaven 

Stew appfehensive of Mahabali’s increasing pros- 

perity and wanted to put an end to his reign. 

With this object, they went to Lord Vishnu and 

entreated him to grant them some boon by which 

they could put an end to Mahabali’s reign, where- 

upon Vishnu promised to fulfil their desire. Lord 

Vishnu appeared before Mahabali in the form of 

Vamana ot a dwarf (Vishnu’s fifth incarnation) 

and when the monarch, out of his unbounded 

ptide, asked him what he wanted, the youth replied 

that he wanted nothing more than a plot of three 

feet of land. The prayer was granted at once, but 

the monarch soon found that he could not fulfil 

the promise, forthe boy immediately assumed a 

gigantic form and having measured the earth and 

the heaven in two feet, claimed his third feet of the 

grant upon the head of the monarch and pushed 

him down to the regions below. Grieved at the 

loss of their beloved king, the people prayed to 

Vishnu who allowed the King to visit his dear land 

once in a year and this is popularly believed to be 

on the Thiru Onam day in the Malayalam month of 

Chingam. Onam is an occasion when people indulge 

in feasting and enjoyment. It is alsoan occasion 

for the people to buy new clothes, The two- 

popular games with which the people amuse them- 

selves on the day of Onamand fora number of days 
after the Onam afe ‘Onam Panthw for menfolk 

and ‘Unjal’ ot swinging for the womenfolk. 

Vishu Festival 

116. The other important festival is Vishu 

which is the New year’s day according to the Mala- 

yalam Era, The Vishu festival falls sometime in 

the month of April. Itis populatly believed that 

a man’s prospefity forthe yeat depends on the 

nature of objects, auspicious of otherwise, that he 

first happens to see on the morning of the New year’s 

day. Certain objects like gold and silver coins, 

11 

coconuts and fruits are believed to be auspicious, 

while some others like ashes, fire wood ete. afe 
tegarded as inauspicious, Prompted by this belief, 

the people prepare what is called the ‘Kani? ofa 

collection of auspicious objects, on the night 

previous to the festival, so that, it may be the first 

thing that the whole family sees the following 

morning, On the Vishu day, an elder member of 

the family wakes up first and sees the ‘Kani’ or the 

gtoup of agreeable objects as the first thing. There 

after he wakes up the other members of the household 

and takes them blind-foided to the place where the 
‘Kani’ is placed and they are asked to open their 

eyes and look at the ‘Kani’ before they see anything 

else. Like other festive occasions, the Vishu is also 

marked with feasting and rejoicing. 

Pongal 

117. Though Pongal festival is not as important 

as the Onam festival, it is celebrated by all the sec- 

tions of the population. Pongal is celebrated in 

commemoration of the harvest and as a token of the 

peasant’s gratitude tothe Mother Earth and the Sun. 

On Pongal day, new tice is cooked and offering is 
made to the deities. It is celebrated in the month 

of January. 

Krishna Jayanthi 

118 Krishna Jayanthi is the most important 

festival for the Krishnanvagaiyats who claim their 

descent from Lord Krishna. The festival falls some- 

time in the month of August and the ten days 

preceding the festival are marked with special prayers 

and ‘Bajanas’ in praise of Lord Krishna. The prayers 

and bajanas are conducted in the temple built for 

Lord Krishna by the Krishnanvagaiyars. The tenth 

day or the day of Krishna Jayanthi is a day of rejoi- 

cing and feasting. One of the important features 

of the tenth day celebrations is the ‘Ur? 

play. A potful of buttermilk covered with an 

yellow cloth is tied to a string. This string is atta- 
ched toa pulley 10 feet above. Prize money is also 

tied to the yellow cloth along with the pot of butter 

milk and the pot can be pulled up and down through 

the pulley by the man who is holding the string at the 

other end. The competitors, usually boys, are given 

a wooden stick and they are asked to break the pot 

with the wooden stick. When the competitor 

attempts to hit, the potis pulled up through the 

pulley so as to be out of the reach of the stretched
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wooden stick. Itis so manoeuvred that even when 

the competitor tries to jump and hit the pot with the 

stick, the pot is pulled out of his reach. Another 

aspect of the game which makes it more interedting 

is that the sutrounding crowd will splash coloured 

water on the competitor when he comes to hit the pot. 

It is to be noted that the competitors are dressed like 

Lord Krishna and the game itself depicts the youth- 

ful days of Lord Krishna, according to the legend. 

Many competitors try theit hand at this game, which 

is a source of great amusement to the sutrounding 

crowd who splash coloured water on the competitors. 

Finally whoever breaks the pot gets the prize money 

and the man who succeeds in getting this prize money 

either jumps higher than what the man operating the 

string expects him to do or the former must choose 

a moment when the latter is not quick enough to pull 

the pot out of the former’s reach. This festival is 
an occasion of great rejoicing and feasting for the 

Krishhanvagaiyats. The landed gentry invite their 

tenants for a feast and give gifts to the tenants and 

labourers working under them. 

Other festivals 

119. Christmas, New Year, Good Friday and 

Easter are the important festivals for the Christians. 

In addition to these festivals, another occasion when 
the entire population of this village indulge in festi- 

vities is the annual festival for the deity called the. 

*‘Mondaicad Amman’. Mondaicad Amman is a 

deity of special adoration since it is strongly believed 

that Mondaicad Amman is a powerful deity and 

would grant children to the childless, good health to 

the sick and prosperity to the poor, when properly 

appealed to. The temple for Mondaicad Amman 
is situated in the neighbouring village and the festi- 

val lasts for ten days during which time special pujas 

ate performed to the deity. During these ten days, 

the temple and its premises present the picture of a 
‘Mela’ and alatge number of devotees from the 

neighbouring villages congtegate, This festival falls 

in the month of Febmary. 

Recreational facilities 

120. Recreation is a necessary element of life, 

especially fot the manual labourers. But unfor- 

tunately there are few recreational facilities’in this 

village. The young children play some of the 

common games and for the elders the most common 

method of fecteation seems to be to relax in the 

fresh air of the coconut groves and to gossip with 

their neighbours. Some of the menfolk of this village 

play cards frequently. Another popular game for 

the elders of this village is an indigenous type of 

draughts, which is locally known as the ‘Tiger and 

Goats’ play’? The favourite pastime of the women- 

folk isto play ‘Thayam’ an indigenous type of chess 

or the ‘Tiger and Goats’ play’. On festive occasions 

the people amuse themselves with some of the 

popular gamhes. One such popular game is known as 

* Onam Panthu’ which is played not only on the Onam 

day, but for many days following the Onam. This 

game of ‘ Onam Panthu’ is played by two teams of 

men who stand on oppositesides ata distance. One 

by one the players of the active team hits the ball 

with his hand towards the opponents. If any one of 

the opponents catches the ball before it bounces on 

the ground, or if he hits the stone set up near the 

striker with the ball, the striker is declared out. Till 
the striker gets out in any one of these two ways, he 

goes on sitiking the ball. After all the members 

of the active team are played out, the opponents, 

team has the chance to strike. This way, the game 

is played endlessly andit is a source of great 

amusement to the people. This game is, of course, 
played mainly by the menfolk and womenfolk 

usually amuse themselves with swinging in the 

‘Unjal’? duting this season. The adolescents 

and young girls amuse themselves with folk songs 

and games like ‘Kummi’ and ‘Kolattam’. The young 

boys play a number of games like Volley-ball, ‘Chadu- 

guduv and ‘Kiliyanthattu’. Picture-going is another 

common mode of recreation for the people of this 

village. There ate picture houses both at Colachel 
and at Eraniel and a good number of people, both 

tich and poor, visit these picture houses once in a 

week or once in a fortnight. 

Civic administration 

121. This village is included in the Manava- 

lankurichi Panchayat along with the other karas 

of the Manavalankurichi pahuthy. The Panchayat 

was organised in the year 1953 and its admianis- 

tration is still governed by the Travancore- 

Cochin Panchayat Act of 1950. The Panchayat has 

a total membership of seven representatives selected 

from the seven blocks into which the Panchayat 

area has been demarcated. One of the mem- 

bers is elected as a President and the term of
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office for.these representatives is three years, The 
Panchayat has also an Executive Officer for 

carrying out the decisions of the Panchayat 
Council. The Panchayat Board maintains the roads, 

streets and canals in the Panchayat area and it 

is -also responsible for the maintenance of the 
street lights and provision of drainage and sani- 

tary facilities and other public health measures, 

The house-tax, vehicle tax and licence fees are 

some of the important sources of revenue for the 

Panchayat. The Council meetings are held every 
month and extraordinary meetings are also con- 

vened for specicfic purposes. The Panchayat Board 

has a well-built office at Manavalankurichi along 

with a Library-cum-Reading room. In its past nine 
years of existence, the Panchayat has not done 

any remarkable work in Koottumangalam except 

to submit proposals to the Block for the con- 
struction of maternity centre and a recreation club 

at Koottumangalam. Though the present Presi- 

dent of the Panchayat is from Koottumangalam, 

the needs of Koottumangalam have not so far 

attracted the attention of the Panchayat Council. 

122. This village has also been covered by 
the Community Development Scheme and it is 
included in the Kurunthankode Block. The block 
headquarters is about eight miles away from the 
village. After the inception of the block, a nice 
bathing ghat has been constucted in the village. 
Twa breeding bulls and a good number of impro- 

ved poultry have also been distributed to the people 

of this village. The Block also distributes impro- 

ved seeds, manures and better implements. But 

the people who have availed themselves of these 

facilities are few and far between. So far, only 

four people have got improved seeds. Three people 

have purchased improved implements and nine 

people have obtained manures like chemical 

fertilisers. Beyond this small minority, others have 

not been benefited by the Block Development 

Scheme. There is a proposal to construct a Re- 

creation Club and a Maternity Centre at a cost of 

Rs 8,000, out of which 50% is to be contributed 

by the villagers. If these are constructed, 

they would meet the long felt needs of the people 

of this village. 

TABLE No, XXIX 

Genera} 

ர் 

Total Member or members 

Number of households 

7 ரு 

Member or members Member or members of 

  

Community No. of Reading daily hich k fo of which take active which have joined in 

households — Newspaper 7 ‘Social “aplift ் part in politics Co-operative Societies 

(1) (2) ஓ 4 6 (6 

Krishnanvegai 58 6 1 1 9 

Nadar 32 oes oo ose \ ன 

Nair 8 ace oon eee see 

Asari 3 ae ws ae 

Sakkaravar a | a ane . ans 

Kerala Mudaliar 2 one ன tee on 

Ambattan 2 aes க an 

Pallar 3 on வய 

Christian Mudaliar 2- oe ன ae 

Christian Nadar 2 ay கா was a 

1 1 9 
Total 117 6 
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123. The bulk of the population of this vil- 
lage are politically conscious and they are aware 

of what is happening around them. Though only 

six people read newspapers regulary, they very 

often exchange their ideas with others when they 

assemble into gossip groups in the evenings. A 

large majority of them also frequent towns like 

Colachel and Thackalay and these urban contacts 

have definitely improved their social and political 

awareness. But their political awareness 18 

not reflected in the working of the Panchayat. 

They do not seem to be very much interested in 

the working of the Panchayat possibly due to their 

scepticism that the Panchayat will not be able to 

achieve much. Since 50 per cent of the village popu- 

lation are litefates they are alive to the advan- 

tages of education and they desire to educate their 

children and settle them in good non-agricul- 

tural jobs. Though their aspirations are quite 

high, their achievements are limited by their 

economic strength. 

124. An overwhelming majority of the people 

are law abiding citizens and the crime register 

of the village is fairly clean as shown by the 

figures given below : 

No, of - 

Year Nature of the crimes crimes 

1958 Theft of garden produce 1 

1959 House theft and theft of 

gatden produce 2 

் No. of 
Year Nature of the crimes crimes 

1960 Criminal tresspass 1 

Theft of garden produce 1 

Prohibition offences 2 

1961 Nil- 

125. Theft of garden produce seems to be 

occurring more frequently than other types of 

crimes, These ace cases of some poor people stea- 

ling coconuts in the coconut gardens. When the 

poor people do not have money to meet their 

immediate daily wants, some of them succumb 

to the temptation of stealing a few coconuts 

and selling them in the shops at Mondaicad or 

at Manavalankurichi for a few annas. This kind 

of thefts are not rare occurrences and the num- 

ber of cases shown in the crime register are only 

those which were reported to the Police. 

Many such cases are compounded in the village 

itself, and many others go undetected. The 

other kinds of crimes are rather rare and there 

are no habitual offenders in this village except 

perhaps a couple of people who are still addicted 

to drinking. These people obtain country liquor 

from the neighbouring villages where illicit dis- 

tillation is reported to be common. This village 

comes under the jurisdiction of the Eraniel 

Police Station and there is also a Police outpost at 

Manavalankurichi. The constant vigilance of the 

police has only reduced the number of prohibition 

offences which would continue to be committed as 

long ‘as there are people who are not able to give 

up their deep-rooted habit despite the legal 

restrictons.
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CONCLUSION 

126, Koottumangalam provides a typical example 

of cultural life of the rural community in Kanya- 

kumari district. We have indicated in detail, how 

their culture, like their language, is an unique 

integration of two distinct cultures. Their ritual 

structure has a number of similarities with Keralite 

customs and this is explained by their long 

association with the Kerala State. 

127. Before we conclude our account of this village, 

we would like to draw attention to the economic 

life of the village. As described in our chapter on 

the ‘ Village Economy’, the coir rope industry 

provides sustenance to a large number of workers. 

But the earnings of these workers are meagre and 

hardly sufficient for a hand-to-mouth existence. 

The majority of the workers in this industry are 

piece-rate wage earners because they do not have 
sufficient capital to invest in the raw material 

and work as independent workers. Consequently, 

they are exploited by the middlemen merchants 

who pay them as wages only a portion of the final 

price of the products. If these workers are given 

credit either in kind or in money, they could 

work independently and earn more. Because of 

limited financial assets of the Co-operative 

Society functioning here, and its rigid terms of 

repayment, a considerable number of the workers 

sell their ropes to the merchants from whom they 

borrow money in advance. If the Co-operative 

Society is given further financial assistance and 

provision is made to supply raw materials on 

loan to these workers, it would not only attract 

more workers to the Co-operative fold but the 

earnings of the workers also would be appreciably 

increased. Then, this industry would acquire a 

stable footing in this village.
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CENSUS 1961—SOCIO ECONOMIC SURVEY 

Household Schedule 

Name of :— 

District : 

Taluk; 

Village : 

1, Name of the head of the family. 

(a) Religion. 

(b) Community, - 

(c) Name of S.C. or S.T. 

Did this family settle down in this village within the 
last 10 years? If so, state reasons for migration 
to this village. 

(a) Total number of members in the family. 

(6) Total number of rooms occupied by the family. 

Has any member of. the family left the village 
during the last 10 years in search of employment ? 

If more than one member has gone away, state 

the total number of members. 

Is any industry or business conducted in the house? 

If so, state the particulars : 

(a) Nature of industry/business. 

(b) Number of persons working in each. 

(c) Total monthly income from each. 

(d) When was it started ? 

(e) Is any financial assistance received from— 

Government. 

Co-operative Society, 

Others, 

(f) State the quantity produced per year, 

Quantity consumed at home, , 

Quantity available for sale.-
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10. 
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Total family income from— 

(a) Land under cultivation. 

(b) Rent from land. 

(c) Industry or business. 

(d) Occupation. 

(e) Others. 

Has the family incurred any debt ? State the amount 

outstanding — 

(a) From Co-operative Society. 

(b) Money tenders. 

(c) Banks. 

(d) Government. 

What is the average expenditure per month on 

(a) Food. 

(b) Education. 

(c) Clothing. 

(d) Fuel. 

{e) Luxuries. 

(a) State the total area of land owned classified by 
crops cultivated. ௩ 

(b) Are the lands owned or taken on lease? 

(c) Are the lands hereditary or acquired? Indicate 
area under each. 

(d) How is the surplus produce marketed ? 

Is it soldin the neighbouring town orin shandies 
or through middlemen who visit the villages ? 

If sold to middlemen, is it because of financial 

assistance received from the middlemen for 

agricultural operation ? 

Has the household invested anything during the last 
“10 years on 

(a) Better irrigation. 

{b) Better type of cattle. 

(c) Better seeds, 

(d) Better implements. 

{e) Better manure. 

(f) More land for cultivation. 

(g) Pesticides, 

(h) Improved method of cultivation, 

(i) Other improvements. 

Amount Rate of Interest
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Diet 7 

(a) How many times do they take meals in a day ? 

(b) What are the main constituents of their food? 

(c) How many times in a week do they take non- 

vegetarian food ? 

(d) How many times do they take milk, eggs, fish 

and meat ? 

(e) Is any article of food forbidden? If so, state 
which and why ? 

Medical Care :-— 

Do women go to hospital for confinement ? 

Do doctors visit the house for confinement ? 

Is the assistance of qualified midwife sought ? 

What is the medical system followed: 

Allopathic. 

Homeopathic. 

Others. 

14. Cattle owned: 

No. of cows: 

Bulls 

Buffaloes 

Goats 

Sheep 

15. Does the household possess : 

12 

(a) Bench 

(b) Chair 

(c) Stools 

(d) Cot 

(e) Cycle 

(f) Battery light 

(g) Radio 

(h) Gramaphone 

(i) Table 

(j) Almirah 

(k) Lantern 

(1) Petromax 

(m) Electric light 

(n) Kersone stove 

(0) Car 

(p) Bullock cart 

(q) Jutka 

85



16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

21, 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

VILLAGE SURVEY 

What is the dress worn by 

Ordinary. 

Men , 

Women 

What are the ornaments worn? Give sketches 

wherever possible. 

Utensils used 

What types of utensils are used for cooking and 

household use ? 

(a) Earthenware (c) Copper 

qb) Aluminium (d) Brass 

Does the household purchase newspaper daily ? 

Has any member of the family taken active part in 

politics ? 

Has any member taken part in social uplift? 

Is the household member of a Co-operative Society ? 

What are the principal deities worshipped ? 

What is the expenditure on marriage ? 

Is any dowry given? 

Is the family in debt on account of this? 

Spécial occasions.
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APPENDIX Ii 

CENSUS 1961—SOCIO ECONOMIC SURVEY 

Village Schedule 

1, Name of village: 

2, District/Taluk : 

3. Area: 

4. No, of households : 

5. Distance from nearest town: 

6. Distance from nearest Railway Station : 

7. Distance from main road : 

8. Is it connected by bus? 

9, (a) Is there a Post Office/Telegraph Office in the 
village ? 

(b) If not, which is the nearest Post/Telegraph 

Office and distance at which situated ? 

10. Is the village covered by the Community - evelop- 

ment Programme ? 

11. Is there a Panchayat in the village? 

12. Total population of the village— 1951 & 1961 

(& 1941 & 1931, if available) 

13. Is the village electrified ? 

14. Give the number of births and deaths during the 

past 10 vears: 

J. Housing : 

(a) What are the common types of house? (Give a 

brief description about type of roof, wall, 

flooring etc.) 

(b) Are houses owned or rented ? 

(c) Are the house sites sufficient for the population ? 

(d) Do members of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes live separately from the others or is 

there any progress towards their living together? 

(e) What is the arrangement of houses in the village ? 

IJ. Literacy & Education : 

(a) Is there any school in the village? (Specify 

whether it is Elementary, Higher Elementary, 

High Schoo! and also whether it isa night or 

day school.) 

(b) What is the highest class upto which education 

is imparted ?
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(c) Who runs the school? 

{d) Specify the number of students and teachers in 
each. 

(6) Is there a reading room/library in the village? 

(f} Total number of schools : 

TT, Health & Sanitation : 

(a) Common diseases of the village : 

(b) Is native or indigenous medicine practised ? If 

so, by how many? 

(c) Give your impression of cleanliness (inside and 

outside the houses): 

(d) Ate there any latrines in the village? 

(e) If there is no latrine, where do the villagers go 
to answer their calls of nature? 

(f) What is the source of drinking water ? 

(g) What are the drainage facilities available in the 
village ? Is it adequate ? 

(h) Do villagers send their clothes to the washerman 

for cleaning? 

(i) How often do they bathe and what do they use 
for body cleaning? 

(j) Was the village affected by epidemics recently 
like Cholera, Malaria, Smallpox etc. ? 

(k) What measures were taken to control their 
outbreak ? 

(i) When did the last cases of epidemics occur? 

{m) What diseases are commonly prevelant in this 
village? 

(ஐ) Which is the nearest hospital ? 

(o) Is there a Primary Health Centre in the village? 

(p) Does it have a Maternity Ward ? 

(q) Where does delivery take place ? At home or in 
the hospital ? 

(©) Are there any midwives in the area? 

IV. Social Life 

(a) Do the villagers mix freely with each other on 
al] occasions ? 

(b) Is widow remarriage allowed ? 

(2) What is the system of inheritance among the 
villagers? 

{d) What are the essential ceremonies that a man 
undergoes from birth to death ?
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(e) What are the essential ceremonies that a woman 

undergoes from birth to death? © 

(f) How is the body disposed off after death ? 

(g) What is the expenditure incurred on these 

funeral rites? 

V. Agriculture : 

(a) Total cultivable area: 

(b) Principal crops grown with their area for 10 years: 

(c) Have the villagers taken to improved methods 
- of cultivation ? 

(d) What are the sources of ifrigation prevalent in 
the village? 

(e) Are there any disused tanks in the village? 

Have any steps been taken to renovate them? 

(£) Number of pumpsets and irrigation wells : 

(g) Do people hire out ploughs etc. ? 

(bh) What are the usual hire charges ? 

(i) Is there mutual co-operation in agricultural 

practices? ் 

(j) Are chemical fertilisers used ? 

(k) Is there any industrial establishment like flour 

mill, rice mill etc. in the village ? 

VI. Marriage: 

(a) At what age are marriages contracted ? 

(b) Write a note on the marriage ceremonies ? 

(c) Is polyandry or polygamy practised ? 

(d) Is divorce granted? If so, by whom and for what 
reasons ? 

VII. Religious Practices : 

(a) No. of temples/mosques/churches in the village: 

(b) Do villagers ever join in common worship? 

(c) What are the main fairs and festivals celebrated 7 

(d) How ancient is the festival? Mention the local 

legend about the village and the fair or festival ? 

(e) Does this attract people from nearoy villages ? 

(f) Mention the name of the deity: 

-(g) What is the duration of the festival ? 

(h) Is any shandy conducted during the festival 

either in the village itself or in the outskirts? 

(i) Are communal feasts or free kitchens organised 
during the festival? 
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VHI. Co-operation : 

(a) Is there a Co-operative Society? What is the 

nature? (Credit, Marketing etc,) 

(b) Total share capital: ் 

(c) Number of members : 

(ம் Total dues outstanding as on date: 

(e) is there scope for development of co-operative 

activities ? 

IX. Recreational facilities : 

(a) What are the recreational facilities available? 

(b) Do all villagers participate in these activities ?' 

(c) Is there any play ground in the village? Mention 

area of playground: 

(d) Is there any club for sports or recreation ? What 

sports ate played and what amenities afe provi- 

ded in the club ? 

X. Livestock : 

(a) Total number of livestock in the village as per 

1956 Livestock Census : 

{b) Are there any improved breeds of cattle in the 

village? 

(c) Average milk yield—buffalo/cow : 

(ம் Which is the nearest Veterinary Hospital ? 

(e) Is there a cattle pound in the village ? 

(f) Is animal transport used ? 

XI. General : 

(a) Do villagers tattoo their bodies ? 

(b) Do villagers favour female education ? 

(c) Do the children get sufficient quantities of milk ? 

(d) Number of street lights (kerosene or electric 
Jamps to be specified) : 

-(e) Are there any craftsmen in the village ? 

XIL Is any legend attached to the ofigin of the 
village ? 

XII. Are there any ancient monuments of places of 

architectural value in the place? If so, describe 
them. 
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3. 

5. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16, 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

Local terms 

Ammachan 

Ammavi Amma 

Asan 

Charthu 

Chingam 

Choru Unu 

Kani 

Kanni (Corner) 

Kannigathanam 

Kappu 

Kar 

Kara 

Karpaga Viruksham 

Kolattam 

Kumbam Othal 

Kummi 

Kuravai 

Mundu 

Muhurtha Olai 

Nadaipanam 

Namakaranam 

Natham 

Neriyathu 

Onam Panthu 

APPENDIX III 

Glossary of Local Terms 

English equivalents 

Maternal uncle 

Aunt 

Teacher 

A cad jan leaf-record 

The Malayalam month corresponding 

to August-September 

The first feeding ceremony 

A collection of auspicious articles to be seen 

first, in the morning of Vishu 

The South west corner 

Giving away the bride to the groom by 

bride’s father or headman 

An yellow string worn on wrist by, 

Hindus on ceremonial occasions 

The short term crop 

The smallest territorial unit found 

in Kanyakumari district 

A miraculous tree in the world of Indra 

yielding whatever desired 

A folk dance performed with sticks 
accompanied by music 

A purificatory ceremony after sixteen 

days of pollution 

A folk dance of girls with singing 

and clapping of hands 

A joyous ululation 

A piece of cloth worn around the waist 

Cadjan leaf on which the proposal 

of a marital alliance is recorded 

A nominal gift given to the maternal uncle 

of the bride by the bridegroom 

Naming ceremony 

Village site 

An upper cloth worn by Nair women 

A popular game played on Onam festival
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26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

Pahuthi 

Pandhal 

Pandhalkal 

Pannaiyar 

Pattu 

Pishanam 

Poonool 

Thali 

Thayam 

Unjal 

Uri 

Vada Vilakku 

Vidyarambam 

Vivaham 

APPENDIX Hil 

eee 

An administrative unit comprising 

a group of villages 

Fhe canopy over the marriage dais 

A pole supporting a booth 

Rich Jand owner 

Song 

The long term crop 

Sacred thread worn by males over the shoulders 

Marriage badge worn around the neck of the bride 

An indigenous game of chess played by 

the womenfolk 

Swing 

A noose in which milk pots etc., are suspended 

An auspicious lamp placed before the marriage dais 

The ceremony of initiating the child into 

reading and writing 

Marriage
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