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i POLT!CAL WORKS
OF

NICHOLAS ROWE.

‘CONTAINING HIS

MISCELLANIES, SONGS, ' '

| EPISTLES, PROLOGUES,
EPIGRAMS, EPILOGUES,
| ODEs, : IMITATIONS,

e, . J'e.

Surprife or joy alike toyield

A Thy varions artful Mufe was made,
To drefs the warriour for the field,
Or paint the lover in his fhade e

Such force fair Virtue does impart

By thee prefented to our view,

B Jtmoves and melts each flubborn heart’;

E Herbrightnefs cannot quite fubdu

Would fhe once more her fkies forfake

What ather featurcs could fhe chufe, ¥

\What fairer form the goddefs take, & ¢

“To bléfs mankind than from thy Mufe? NEWCOMB,

EDINBURG:

AT THE Apollg D2e(8, BY THE MARTING,
Anno 178X,
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-+ NICHOLASROWE,
Tu1s excellent poet was defcended from an ancient
family in Devonfhire, which had for many agesmade

- avery good figure in that county, and was known by
the name of The Rowes of Lambertown. Mr. Rowe
couldtrace hisanceftors ina direét line up to the times
of the Holy War, in which one of them fo diftin-

- guifhed himfelf that at his return he had the arms
given him which the family has borne ever fince, that

© being in thofe days all the reward of niilitary virtue,
or of blood fpilt in thofe expeditions.

- From that time downward to Mr. Rowe's father
the family betook themfelves to the frugal managn-
‘ment of a private fortune, and the innocent pleafures

_ of acountry life, Having a handfome cflate, they

i lived beyond the fear of want or reach of envy. Inall

. the changes of government they arefaid to have ever

© leaned toswvards the fide of publick liberty, and in that

- retired fituation of life have beheld with grief and

~ concernthe manyencroachmentsthathave been made

\in it from time to txm(:

" Our Author’s father was nhe firft of his family who
| changed a country lifeYor a liberal profeffion; in or-
- der to which after he had paffed throngh the fchools
at home he was brought up to L ondon, and entere.d
* aflodentinthe Middle Templ: x
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¥ LIFE OF ROWE. : B
and at length created a Sergeapt at Law. He wasa
gentleman in great ef -wi for many engaging quali-’
ties, had very confiderable practice at the bar, and
ftood very fair for the firft vacancy on the bench at
the time of his death, which happened on the joth
April 1697.: He was interred in the Temple church
7th May following. In the reign of James iI. he pu-
blifhedSergeantBenloe’sandJudge Dalifon’sReports,
and in the Preface had the honefty and boldnefstoob-
{erve at that time, when adifpenfing power was fet
upasinherentin the Crown, how moderate thofe two
great lawyers had been in their opinions concerning
the extent of the royal prerogative.
Nicholas Rowe, the fubje& of this Memoir, was
born at Little Berkford in Bedferdthire, at the houfe
. of JafperEdwards, Efq. hismother’sfather, in the year
1673 *. He began his education at a private gram-
mar{choolinHighgate; but the tafte he there acquired
of the Claffick 2uthorswas improved and finifhed un-
der the care of the famous Pr. Bufby of Weftminfter
1chool, where about the age of twelve years he was
chofen one of the King’s Scholars. Befideshis fkill in
the Latin and Greck languages he had made a tole-
rable proficiency in the Hebrew; but poetry was his
early bent and derling ftudy. He compofed at diffe-
* The Authors of the Biographia place his birth fo far back

as the 16_6_35 but as Mr. Rowe died in 1718, and in the forty-
fifthyear ofhisage, it is evidently a chronalogica! crsour.
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wverfes upon various fub~
T 1. and fome in Englifh,
3 which were much admi ed, and the more fo becaufe
- they wereproduced with fomuch facility, and fecmed
’_ to flow from his imagination as fait as from his pen.
His father, who defigned him for his own profef-
- fion, took him from Weftminfter fchool when about
~ fixteen years of age, and entered him a ftudent in the
. Middle Temple, whereof he himfelf was a member,
. thathe might have him under his immediate care and
infiruétion. Being capable of any part of knowledge
' to which he thought proper to apply, he made very
' remarkable advances in the ftudy of the law, and was
f not content to know it as a colleétion of ftatutes or
_ caftomsonly, butas a fyftem founded vpon right rea-
fon,and calculatedfor the goodof mankind. Being call-
‘ed to the bar he promifed as fair to make a figure in
hat profeffion asany of his contemporaries, ifthelove
f the belles lettres, and poetry in particular, had not
B #topped him in his career. To him there appeared
-~ more charms in Euripides, Sophocles, and Afchilus,
.~ thaninall the recordsof Antiquity, and whenhe came
-~ todifcern the beauties of bhakt.fpeare and Milton his
* foul was captivated beycndgccovery, and he began
s sto think with contemyz of all other excellencies when
A . putin the balance with the enchantments of poetry
“" ud genins,
. Mr. Rowe had the befk op




e
viil LIFE OF ROWE.
cminence in the law by meanswof the patronage of
Sir George Treby, Lox;d'@ﬁ?cf Juftice ofthe Common
Pleas, who was fond of him toa Avery great degree,
and had it in his power to promote him. Dr. Wel-
wood, from whoniwe have this information, obferves
that Sir George was one of the fineft gentlemen as
wellas oncof the greateft lawyers of that time, and it
was to the genteel part of this ftudy that Mr. Rowe
chiefly applied himfelf.

Our Author however being overcome by his pro-
penfion to poetry, and his firft tragedy The Ambiti-
ous Stepmother, meeting with univerfal applaﬁfc, he
laidafideallthoughts of the law. Thistragedy, writ-
ten in the 25th year of Mr, Rowe’s age, ‘was his firft
attempt in the ‘drama. It was dedicated to the Earl
of Jerfey. It is conducted with defs judgment than
any otherof our Author’s tragedies; it has an infinite
deal of fire in it; the bufinefs is precipitate, and the
chara&tersa&tive; and, whatisfomewhat remarkable,
Mz Rowe never after wrote a play with fo much
elevation. “The purity of the language,” fays Mr.
Welwood, ““the jullnefs of his charaders, the noble
“ glevation of the fentiments, were all of them admi- -
““ rably adapted to the y n of the play *.”

* Criticks have complained of tlic famenefs of his poctry 3
that he makes 2l bis charaders fpeak equally elegant, and has
not attended fufficiently to the manners. "This uniformity-of

verfification in_the opinion of fome has fpoiled our modern
tragedics, 28 poetry is made to fupply nature, and ‘declama-
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nest trﬂge%, s Fameilane, appeared in 1702,
gFacted at the theatre ind 'nc_oln s-Inn-Fields, and

charaéters. Whether this obfervation is well founded we
L not at prefent examine, only remark ghat if any poet has
ight to be forgiven for this errour Mr. Rowe certainly has,
‘his cadence is the fweeteft in the world, his fentiments
h ﬂe, and his language elegant.—It has been well obferved
at there runs through all our Author's plays an air of religion
nd virtue, ‘attended with all the focial duties of life, and 2
conftant and untainted love of his country; that his Mufe was
i rcl}gmuﬂy chafte that not one word could be found in any

’(ﬂlus writings which might admit even of a double entandre
in point of decency or morals. There is nothing in them to
d the depraved tafle of nibbling at Scripture, or deprecia-
I gthi ngs in themfclves facred. And itis the lefs wonder that
e obferved this rule with his pen, fince we are affured that in
sordinary converfation, when his mirth and humour enli-
ed the whole company, he ufed to exprefs his diffatisfac-
n the fevereft inanner againft any thing that looked that
On the other hand, being much convesfant in the Sacred
tings, it is obfervable that to raife the higheft ideas of vir-
he has with great art, in feveral of his tragedies, made ufe.
thofe expreffions and metaphors in them that tafte moft of
- fublime. Dr. Welwood extends this obfervation to his
ther writings; to whichThe Epigram on a Lady who thed her
tter at feeing the Tragedy of Cato may perhaps be thought
| exception, in which we find thefe lines;
- Here nature reigns and paffion void of art,
¥For this road leads dirc@ly to the heart.

‘One would be apt indeed to conclyde from this poem that
- Mr. Rowe, as well as all others, (@as not abfolutely without
gay moments, did not the inftance plamly appear to be the
& of party zeal;
"Whilft macdlin Whigs deplore their Cltn'- fate,
'Still with dry eyes the Tory Cclh fa.
foreturn to his tragedies, Softs ‘6 i


































= LIFE OF ROWE.

more delighted than when in his company. He cone
tinued in this employment near three years, till the
death of his patron, after which event all avenues
were ftopped to his preferment; and during the reft
of Queen Anne’s reign he paficd his time with the
Mufes, his books, and his friends.

‘While Mr. Rowe was thus without a patron he
went one day to pay his court to the Earl of Oxford,
Lord High Treafurer of England, then at the head
of the Tory fadtion, who afked him if he underftood
Spanifh well? he anfwered No: but imagining his
Lordiiipmightintendtofend himinto Spain on fome
honourable commitlion, he prefentlyadded, € that irt
‘2 fhort time he did not doubt but he fhould pre-
“fently be able hoth to- underftand and fpeak it.”
The Earl approving of what he fuid Mr. Rowe took
his leave, and immediately retired out of Town to 2
privatecountry farm, where within a few months he
Jearned the Spanifh tongue, and then waited again
on the Earl to give him an account of his diligence.
His Lordihip now demanding if he was fure he un-
derftaod it thoroughly, and our Author anfwering
in the afficmative, that fathomlefs minifter burft out
into! this exclamation,-* How happy are you, Mr
< Rowe, that can enjoy the plcafure of reading and
5 uuderﬁandmg; Don Quixote in the original ! I This
- Wanton cruelty inflicted by the Earl, of raxfmg e









LIPE OF ROWE. xXiid

“Dr. Welwood has given us the following charadler,
of Mr. Rowe; *“ As tohis perfon it was graceful and
< well made, his faceregular, and of a manly beauty.
¢ As his foul was well lodged, fo its rational and ani-
¢ mal faculties excelled in a high degree. Hehad a
< quickandfraitfulinvention, a deep penetration, and
< a large compafs of thought, with fingular dexterity
¢ and eafinefs in making his thoughts to be under-
¢ flood, He was mafter of moft parts of polite learn-
¢ ing, efpecially the claflical authors, both Greck and
*¢ Latin; underflood the French, Italian, and Spanith
“ langnages, and {poke the firft fluently, and the o~
¢¢ ther two tolerably well. Hehad likewife read moft
¢ of the Greek and Roman hiftories in their original
¢ languages, and moft that are wrote .in Englifh,
¢ French, Italian, and Spanifh. He had a good tafte
¢ in philofophy; and having a firm imprefiion of re-
¢ ligion upon his mind, he took great delight in di-
¢ yinity and ecclefiaftical hiftory, in both which he
¢ made great advances in' the times he retired into
< the country, which were frequent. He expreffed
< on all occafions his full perfuafion of the truth of
< revealed religion ; and being a fincere member of
< the eftablifhed church hin{clf, he pitied but.con-
¢ demmed not thofe that diffented from it. He ab~
<¢ horred the principles of perfecuting men upon the
¢ account of their opinions in religion; and being |
¢ fbriét in his own he took it not upon him to cen=

¢ fure thofe of another perfuafion. His converfation

‘




































































































































































































































































































































IMITATIONS. 31

.Noble and graceful, witty, gay and young,

Joy in his heart, lave on his charming tongue, 20
Skill’d in a thoufand foft prevailing arts,

‘With wondrous force the youth imparts }
Thy pow'r to unexperienc'd virgins' hearts.

Far fhall he ftretch the bounds of thy command;
And if thou fhalt his withes blefs : 25
Beyond his rivals with fuccefs,

In gold and marble fhall thy ftatues ftand.

Beneath the facred fhade of Odel’s wood,

Or on the banks of Oufe’s gentle flood,

With od’rous beams a temple he fhall raife 30
For ever facred to thy praife, ! }
Txll the fair ftream,and wood,andlove itfelf Jdecays,
There while rich. incenfe on thy. altar burns
'rhy votaries, the nymphs and fwains, 34
In melting foft harmonious ftrains, =

Mix'd with the fofter flutes, fhall t
As Loveand Beauty with the ligh
So with the day thy honours fhallre

A troop o elther fex ﬂ)all _lt;ad 4
And thce theSalian meafuresgm d




































