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HE literary sources of South Indian History have not yet been completely 

worked out. The interpretation of the Tamil inscriptions demands a 
careful scrutiny by the Tamil scholars. The Tamil Research Depart- 

ment of the Annamalai University, therefore, felt that a review of the 

history of the Colas was called for. This attempt has brought to light the 

existence and importance of a Cola Capital. It may not be quite correct 

to say that the capital is for the first time identified. Mudikondacolapuram 
was confused for a long time with Gangaikondacolapuram. But the 

reference to Mudikondacolapuram as Palayaru in the inscriptions 

themselves (Inscription 271 of 1927) has opened the eyes of the scholars to 

the truth. “This city (Gangapuri) ” writes Mr. K. A. Neelakanta Sastri, 

«has often been confused with Mudikondacolapuram and the suggestion 

has been made that this was the earlier name of what later came to be - 

called Gangaikondacolapuram. (S. I. I. (iii); S. V. on Mudikondacolapuram; 

also S. K. Aiengar-South India and Her Muhammadan Invaders, Page 42). 

There is no support for the suggestion in the ephigraphy of the region. On 

the other hand, Mudikondacolapuram is clearly stated to be the alternative 

name of Palaiyaru, now a small village on the banks of the Mudikondan river 

within easy reach of Kumbakonam”’#~Palayaru at present is but a small 

village. Itis, therefore, little wonder t its importance is not brought out to 
any extent by this ச. Madras Epigraphist’s Report for 1927 

states, “Palayaru near Kumbalfonam was expected to throw some light on 

the history of the Colas but on examination the temple in the village was 

found to be in a deserted condition containing only two later records.... 

வடட » (Page 86). 

— 
| Rett lwhen all the references to Palayaru, under its various names, 

are pieced together, a beautiful city, in between the two rivers the 

Mudikondan and the Arisil Aru forming a moat around the city as it were, 

situated on an extensive and rich territory three miles by five miles, with 

fertile fields on all sides, proud of its palace wherein sits the Cola emperor 

on his time-honoured throne in the great coronation hall, rises before our 

mind’s eye as an embodiment of Cola greatness with four military 
cantonments, new and old, and with a dozen and more of temples—those. 

  

Note on the Transliteration: «=c; c=tord; g=tord; =r; 
ம-1; a=]; w=l; wr=n; w=0; நக
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architectural representations of the spiritual aspirations of the living Tamil 
land. The four cantonments were Ariyappadaiyir, Pampaipadaiyar, 
Puduppadaiytr and Manappadaiyir. ‘Tirugnanasambandar, the Saiva 
psalmodist mentions another cantonment of the Malavas (Malapadi vey 
யாமை மழபாடி in Patticcurappadikam, Verse 3). The temples even now 
existing are (i) Palayarai Vada Tali (Northern Temple), (ii) Palayarai Mél 
Tali (Western Temple), (iii) Kil-t-tali(Eastern Temple), (iv) Palayarai-t- 
ten Tali (Southern Temple), (v) Patticcuram, (vi) Tiruccattimurram, 
(vii) Arul Moli-t-tévéccuram, (viii) Panchavan Madéviccuram, (ix) Aric- 

~candiram, (x) Raja Rajéccuram, (zi) Gopinatapperumal koil, (xii) Nandi 
pura Vinnagaram and _ (xiii) Sundarapperumal Koil. These contain 
innumerable inscriptions. 

Lor these, Vada Tali has been praised by Tirunavukkarasar; Tiruccatti 
Murram and Patticcuram by Tirugnanasambandar and Mél ‘Tali by Sundarar, 
all these three being the great trio of Tévaram hymnalists. Nandipura 
Vinnagaram is a Vaishnavite temple as the name itself reveals. Vinnagaram 

isa Tamil form of the word Visnugraham, the Sanskrit word for Visnu Temple. 
Tirumangai Alwar sings the glories of this temple built by Nandivarma 
Pallavamalla. This identification of Nandipuram is really crucial, but 

unfortunately this had not been done till now in spite of the clear statements 
in the inscriptions. Mr. K. A, Nilakanta Sastri, in his monumental work 
on Colas, refers to Nandipuram on Page 190 and 321, but fails to identify 
it with Palayaru. Inscriptions No. 365 and 367 of 1924 and No. 30 of 1931 
describe this place Palaiya rakiya Nandipuram (Nandipuram which is 
Palaiyaru). Palaiyaru ‘Ten Tali (Southern Temple) is found mentioned in 
the inscriptions of Raja Raja I. Arul Moli-t-tévaris the name of Raja Raja, 
the great. Arul Moli-t-tév Eccuram must therefore be taken to have been 
founded by him. Raja Rajéccuram is the temple built by Raja Raja II. Palai- 
yaru kil-t-tali is situated in what is now known as the Palayaru or Kilaip- 
palaiyaru village. Wanadirayanayanar alias Narasingadévar constructed, 
according to an inscription there (Ins. No. 9 of 1927), the big mandapa and 
the gopura of the Kil-Tali. This is also known as the temple of Somanatha 
Deva. It is because Palayaru was identified with this Kilai-p-palayara 
alone, the epigraphist wrote in 1927 that a place of so much importance 
now contains no inscription of the Colas and that Mr. K. A. Nilakanta 
Sastri wrote ‘“‘Palayaru possesses an ancient Siva temple of remarkable 
construction in the later Cola style which contains however no inscription ” 
(Colas Page 281). The other temples were probably of tater origin. When all 
these references are taken together, the description of Palayaru by Sekkilar! 
does not appear to bea poetic exaggeration. 
  

1. தேரின்‌ மேவிய OFQpnc SGscr Ant s7 
பாரில்‌ நீடிய பெருமைசேர்‌ பதி பழையாறை ?! 

Térin méviya celumani vitikal cirantu 
Paril nidiya perumai cér pati Palaiydrai 
(8. 6.) ‘ the city of Palayarai renowned far and wide and great because 

, it resounded with rich bells of the chariots’,
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[the city included within its compass as its suburbs the places which 
arefow known as Palayaru, Mulaiyir, Patticcuram, Viruccattimurram, 
Tirumattadi, Solamaligai, Ariyappadaiyir. Pambaippadaiyir, Pudup- 
padaiytir, Manappadaiyir, Sundarapperumal Koil, Daracuram, and Nathan 
Koil. Padaiyirs were the cantonments and their names preserve the 
history of the four armies of the later Cola period, Manappadaiytr is 
today an Adi Dravida residence. Probably this extended upto Tiruvalan- 
culi. The ancient cantonment of Malapadi of Tirugnanasambandar’s times 
we are notin a position to locate unless Mulaiyur can for any reason 
be looked upon as a corruption of Malapadi. ‘Tiruccattimurram and. 
Patticcuram, with a Saiva temple each, are close to each other. Palayaru is 
a village sometimes known as Kilappalayaru. Nathan Koil is the old Visnu 
temple, Nandipura Vinnagaram. Darasuram is a railway station west 
of Kumbakonam and the name is a corruption of Rajarajapuram or rather 
of Rajarajeccuram. The western portion of Kumbakonam is even now 
called Rajarajéndrappéttai, A Cola mint was located therein, Sundarap- 
perumal koil also has a railway station. The name Tirumattadi is a 
corruption of the ancient name ‘irumérrali. So also the name Ké6nap- 
perumal Koil is a corruption of the old name Gdpindtapperumal Koil. 
What goes by the name of Sdlamaligai may be safely identified with the place 
where the ancient Cola palace once arose in allits grandeur. The old men of 
the locality and the late Dr.V. Swminatha Ayyar used to speak of the rampart 
which alone remained of the old palace as having been demolished by the 
Government some 75 years ago. The whole extent is now covered with 
bricks and an excayation may throw more light on the Cola history. It is 
fervently hoped that what is stated here will induce the Archaeological 
Department to fix upon this place for starting their next excavation work 
in Southern India, Inside the Patticcuram temple there is an idol which 
is now called Kottai Vayil Durgai (the Durga at the Fortress gate); one 
may not be wrong in assuming that this was the idol which presided over 
the gateway of the palace fortress. 1 

டப picture of the place may be of some use and it is 
therefore attempted here. The South Indian Railway line runs on the 
southern bank of the Arisilaru and within the territory we are considering, 
stand east to west the railway stations of Kumbakénam, Darasuram, Swami 
Malai and Sundarapperumal KGil. Some one and a half miles north of the 
Arisilaru runs the Kavéri. The doab, in between the rivers, consists of 
extensive and rich cultivable lands. About one mile to the south of the 
Arisilaru runs the river Tirumalairajan. Some one mile to the south of 
this runs the river Mudikondan. These measurements are given more or 
less approximately, taking Pattisvaram or Patticcuram as the centre. This 
Patticcuram is about four miles to the southwest of Kumbakonam. At 
a distance of more than four furlongs to the east, stands Mulaiyir on the 
northern bank of the Tirumalairajan, In Mulaiyir stands the famous 
Vadatali, a madakkoil, probably one of the 78 temples built by the ancient 

Cola Koccenkannan, The word mulai of the name Mulaiyar, it is — 
suggested, refers to the pali or cave like mutts of the Buddhists, referred —
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to as having been in existence at Palayaru in certain verses,’ quoted as 

illustrative of the rules of prosody in Yapperunkalaviruitit. Mr, K. A. Nila- 

kanta Sastri had already brought out the importance of the Buddhist 

settlement at Palayaru and the cordial relation existing between the Colas 

and the Buddhists (Colas Vol. I, Page 190). More than half a mile to 

the south west of Patticcuram stands Kilaippalaiyaru, almost opposite to 

Mulaiyir on the southern bank of the Sirumalairajan. The Somanatha 

temple therein, is probably the Ten Tali of Rajaraja’s inscriptions. Nearly 

a mile to the west of Kilaippalaiyaru stands Mélaippalaiyaru which is a 

wide stretch of cultivable land. ] 

(Going back once again to the northern bank of the Tirumalairajan 

we find that at a distance of more than a mile to the west of Patticcuram 

stands the village Tirumattadai or Tirumérrali with its temple. Gopi- 

nataperumal kdil stands midway between Patticcuram and Tirumérrali. 

Here are two temples back to back one of which, containing 

inscriptions, is in ruins. North of Patticcuram at a distance of six furlongs 

stands a village called Solan Maligai or theCola palace which is only an exten- 

sive open space full of bricks. On the four sides of this place stand the four 

padaiyirs: Pudupadaiyir on the west, Aryappadaiyur on the east, 

Pampaippadaiyar running along the northern bank of Tirumalairajan on 

the south, and Manappadaiyir on the north. This Manappadaiyuir is an 

Adi-dravida residence on the southern bank of Arisilaru and there stands now 

the Swamimalai railway station. The next station on the west is 

Sundarapperumal koil. One may hazard a guess that this Vishnu temple 

was built by Sundaraccéla Parantaka. On the east of Swamimalai 

station is the railway station of Darasuram, Tast of this is Rajarajendrap- 

péttai on the northern bank of Arisilaru. This is almost the western portion 

of Kumbakonam. At a distance of some four furlongs to the east of 
Sdlamaligai stands Ariccandrapuram, probably the temple of 

‘ Ariccandirattar’, mentioned by Tirunavukkarasar in one of his hymns. 

But no temple stands to day; there are the idols of the defunct Siva temple, 

lying all over the place; and recently a temple tank was discovered therein, 
‘Virunavukkarasar couples a Parkulam with Palayaru and the people of the 
locality speak of Parkulam at a distance of some half a furlong to the east 
of this Ariccandrapuram, We may hazard a guess, though it may be 

nothing more than a wild guess, that Ariccandrapuram is the Kil-t-tali. 
South of Tirumattadi on the northern bank of Tirumalairajan stands 
Panchavanmadéviccuram or Panchavan madévisvaram. This is now known 
as the Ramanathan koil. It is stated in one of the inscriptions of Gangai- 
kondacdla, the son of Raja RajaI (Ins. No, 271 of 1927), that it 

  

1. தாழி யோங்குமலர்க்‌ சண்ணவர்‌ தண்ணடி. 
பாழி யோங்கு புனலார்‌ பழையாற்றுள்‌ ன்‌ 
காழி நின்ற மதியான்‌ மதிசேர்க்து. 
வாழி யென்று வணங்க வினைவாரா.
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was founded as a pallippadai. Are we to understand by this that the 
temple was raised in memory of Panchavanmadévi, the queen of Raja Raja 
the Great, on her death? Arunmolittévéccuram unfortunately is known 
only through the inscriptions elsewhere. 7] 

{South east of Kilaippalayaru on the northern bank of the Mudikondan 
stands the Visnu temple Nandipura Vinnagaram. Nandipuram is also 
known as Ayirattali (Inscription No. 173 of 1931) and Viracoliyam explains 
this as a place having 1000 ‘Talis’ or rooms. ஆயிரக்களி கூடின இடம்‌ 

goes. (Vira coliyam, Tokaippatalam commentary under Verse 3). One 

of the inscriptions of Palayaru (S. 1.1. IV, p. 108-9) speaks of “* ஆடகப்புரிசை 
ஆயிரத்தளியில்‌ சோழ்வளவன்‌ அபிஷேக மண்டபம்‌ '' (மெய்க்கர்‌த்தி 01 பலக 12801௧ 1 
See Ep. Ind. Vol. XXII, 700, 10) “the coronation hall of Cola in the 
Ayirattali’”’ where the word probably means a palace. ‘True to this 
interpretation, this term is used only in connection with the capital towns 
where a palace could be expected to have existed such as Niyamam, the 
capital of the Muttarayars (S. I. I. Vol. II No. 66) and Gangaikondacola- 
puram of Colas. If Nandipuram was known as Ayirattali as well 
there must have been a palace of Nandivarma II. = 

La short history of this place, as far as it is possible, is here attempted 
for the purpose of bringing out its significance, all through its existence. 
The name Palaiyaru requires explanation. Palaiyaru is a corruption of 
the term Palaiyarai. Araiis usually the shortened form of Arrir, meaning 
a village or city on the banks ofa river. Palayarai should mean the city 
on the banks of the old river. That this city was known as Arai! is made 
clear by the songs of Sundarar who speaks of the Arai mérrali. It is known 
that Kaveri in and near its delta had been changing its course and 
probably the old beds were utilised as irrigation channels. When one such 
change took place, the old river bed ought to have come to be known as 
the old river. Therefore Arai might also have come to be known as 
Palayarai. Unfortunately it is not possible to fix the period of such a 
change. The Kaveri is the river of the Cola country and Palayaru can 
mean only the old Kaveri (Palankaveri), This term Palankaveri is even 
now retained in some places, for instance at Mayavaram. ‘lirugnana- 
sambandar makes a distinction between Palamkaveri and Kaveri in his 
hymns on Tiruvilanagar. But the Kaveri has since his time probably, 
rechanged its beds so that what was the old Kaveriin his time has since 
then become the new Kaveri and what was the new Kaveri in his 
time has since then become the old Kavéri. His song on 
Sivapuram speaks of the temple being on the southern bank of 
Palankavéri and close to the Arisilaru, a branck of the Kavéri. Here 
also the rivers interchanged their beds since the age of Tirugnana- 
sambandar; for, the temple stands now on the banks of the Arisalaru, 
  

1. Ellan Arai in Tondaimandala is mentioned in Tondaimandala- 
Satakam Verse 10. This Arai is probably Arrir near Chengleput 
on the bank of Palar.
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The Arisilaru and the 1866ம்‌ had probably changed, rechanged 
and interchanged their beds. The Sangam work Narrinai speaks of the 
Arisilaru encircling the city of Ambar’. Séntan Tivakavam® of a later 
date, speaks of Ambar as being on the banks of the Kavéri. Palayarai 
also is not now on the banks of the Kavéri, which is a few miles away 
from this place, but on the banks of the Arisil. Therefore, the name 
Palaiyarai must have come into vogue only after the Kavéri changed its 
bed and flowed through a different bed. J 

Uraiyir was the great cola capital; ஊர்‌ எனப்படுவது உதையூர்‌ (0 
enuppaduvatu uraiyiic). ‘“Uraiytir is the city’, thus goes the 
ancient saying. Pukar or Kavérippimpattinam, the great emporium 
Khaberis of Ptolemy, was the great sea port and the favourite city of 
Karikala. When the Cola rule extended northwards, we will not be far 
wrong in assuming that this became the northern capital, while Uraiyir 
continued to be the soutbern capital. The northern half of the Cola 
territory rose in importance and Kudayayirkirattanar® of the Sangam age 
describes that the Colas kept their treasury safely guarded at Kudavayil, the 
modern Kodavasal. Erosion by sea practically erased Pukar. Palaiyaru 
in course of time became the capital of the Cola country, superseding 
Pukar. Kocchenkanan probably built one of his 78 temples in 
this place. After the Sangam age the Cola history is shrouded 
in darkness. ‘‘Wesee then” writes Mr, K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, “ that 
in the long historical night that envelops the Colas from the third or 
fourth to the ninth century A. D. their condition is best described as one 
of suspended animation ”. 

Pra the Seventh Century onwards we have definite references to 
Palaydru and its greatness, That was the century of Saivite revival under 

  

1, ஏந்துகோட்‌ டியானை இசைவெய்‌ கள்ளி 
வம்பணி யுயர்கொடி அம்பர்சூழ்க்‌ த 
௮ரிசலக்‌ தெள்ளறல்‌ அன்ன இவள்‌ 
விரியொலி கூர்தல்‌ விட்டமைகலனே.--(மலமாவம்‌ 141) 

2. வருநற்‌ கங்கை வடதிசைப்‌ பெருமையுக்‌ 
.. தென்றிசைச்‌ இறுமையும்‌ நீக்யெ குழுமுனி 

குண்டிகைப்‌ பழம்புனற்‌ காவிரிப்‌ பெரும்பதி 

அம்பர்க்‌ கதிபதி,-- (117௨12௨7௨1) 

3. பகம்‌ pets வென்வேத்‌ 
கொற்றச்‌ சோழர்‌ குடர்தை வைத்த 

சாதேரு கிதியினுஞ்‌ செறிய 
,அருங்கடிப்‌ படுக்குவள்‌ அறனில்‌ யாயே,--(41287. 60)
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the joint leadership of Saint Tirugnanasambandar and Saint Tirunavuk- 
karasar, Tirunavukkarasar sings of Palaiyarai vada tali as ச 

ஆதியைப்‌ பழையாறை வடதளிச்‌ 
சோதியைத்‌ தொழுவார்‌ துயர்‌ தருமே. | 

Atiyaip palaiyarai vata talic 
Cotiyait toluvar tuyar tirumé. K 

(i.e.) The misery of those who worship the Primeval and the Bright one of 
Palaiyarai vata tali will disappear ”’. CSaint Tirugnanasambandar sings of 
Palaiyaraip patticcuram thus :— 

மாலைமண காறுபழை யாறைமழ பாடியழ காயமலி£ர்‌ 

பாலையன நீறுபுனை மார்பனுறை பட்டீச்சரம்‌ பரவுவார்‌. 

Malai mana naru palaiyarai malapadi yala kaya malicir 3 
Palai yana niru punai marpanurai patticcuram paravuvar. 

(i.e.) ‘Those who worship Patticcuram where resides He with the sacred 
ash on his chest as white as the milk and which is beautiful and great along 

_with Palaiyaru and Malapadi full of the fragrance of the garlands”. 

~“Sundarar speaks of Arai Mérrali. Sékkilar in his Periyapuranam states 

at when Virugnanasambandar was passing from Tiruvalanjuli to 
Palaiyaru through Araimérrali and Tiruccattimurram, a canopy of pearls 
descended by the grace of Siva to protect him from the midday sun, on his way 
to Patticcnram. These references make it clear that Patticcuram Vata Tali, 
Mérali and Tiruccattimurram were part and parce) of Arai or Palayarai. 
Cékkilar in recounting the story of Tirunavukkarasar gives us 
in his Periapuranam the episode of a Cola King of Palaiyarai restoring the 
Sivalinga hidden away by the Jains of that place. From other references,! 
literary in character, we learn that Palayarai was a seat of Jain and — 
Buddhistic culture. The wife of Kin Pandya whom Tirugianasambandar 
  

1, ஏறுயர்கொடியி னிருவிசும்பதிரு மெறிமுகச்‌ சதிர்கடற்‌ ரானை 
வீறு யர்மணிக்கால்‌ வெண்குடை யோங்கு தண்டுறையின்‌ பழையாற்று 

மாறடு படிவ மதியுறுக்‌ தருண மாதவ னேதமில்‌ பாதம்‌ 
வீறடு கதிக ளாழ்‌ கதி வீழ விளங்கிய விழுத் துணை யாமே. 

(ஏறுயர்கொடி refers to the Pallava flag with the bull inscribed) 
—(Yapparunkala Virutti) 

முழங்கு களியானை மூரிக்‌ கடற்படை முறிதார்‌ மன்னன்‌ 

வழங்கு மிடமெல்லாம்‌ தன்புகழே போக்இய வைவேல்‌ விண்ணன்‌ 
செழுக்கண்‌ பழசையுட்‌ இறந்து காளுஞ்‌ செய 

எழுர்சசேதி கச்துளிருர்‌ ச அண்ணல்‌ லடி. 

விழுச்‌. தண்பூ மலர்களால்‌ வியக்துரா ஞர்தொழத்‌ 
தொடர்க்‌ துநின்‌ றவ்வினை தற்‌ அபோ மாலரோ. 

—(Yapparunkala Virutti) 

Palacat is another contraction of Palaiyarai. 
Vinnan was probably a Cola vassal of the Pallaya.
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reconverted to Saivisim was according to Periyapuranam, the daughter of 
a Saivite Cola King. It will not be a wild conjecture to identify this. 
father of Mangayarkarasi with the Cola who came to the help of Tirunayuk- 
karasar. As by this time Mahéndra Varma I had come to power, this Cola. 
king ought to have been but a vassal and eclipsed by the glory of the 
Pallava. aS 

\_ When the Pallava rule extended to the south, Palaiyaru became 
their southern capital, as important as their northern capital Conjeevaram. 
The Colas who were but vassals, probably moved to the south, but not. 
without any resistance. Pallava supremacy over this place had left. 
a permanent memorial in the form of the Visnu temple Nandipura 
Vinnagaram, constructed by Nandivarma II. Palayaru came to be knowm 
after Nandivarma as Nandipuram (i.e.) the city of Nandi. It is probable: 
that he built a palace as well. It was, according to the Udayendram 
Plates (S. I. I. Vol. If 74), in this city that Udaychandra, Commander- 
in-chief of Nandi, rescued his king whilst the latter lay besieged inside the 
city by Citramaya and the Tamil kings, who probably thus attempted to 
wrest the city from his hands, and had it restored to the original Céla 
family of that city. Even during the life-time of his grandson, viz. 
Nandivarma III the conqueror of Tellaru, there were many a battle fought 
in and near Palayadru, as is borne out by many references to them in 
Nandikkalambagam, 

பாடிய காவலரோ வேநர்தரோ பார்புரவிப்‌ 
பீடியன்‌ மாகளிற்றார்‌ பிச்சத தார்‌--கூடார்‌ 
படையாறு சாயப்‌ பழையாறு வென்றான்‌ 
கடையாறு போந்தார்‌ கலக்து.--(76786 81) 

a poem sung in honour of the king Nandivarma III by a grateful bard of 
his times. When Palaiyarai fell into the hands of the mighty Pallavas the 
helpless Céla family, during those dark days of their downfall, moved to: 
Tanjore from where they rose to power. 

. ர ட ட is referred to by that name many a time in the latter day 
Céla inscriptions. The importance of Nandipuram as the capital city, 
preserving the traditions and customs, is clearly brought out by those 
inscriptions (365 and 367 of 1924) which state that in the reign of Sundara 
Céla and of Raja Raja I the ancient standard of Nandipuram was adopted 
in the levy of Manrupadu, in the towns of Mélapaluvar and Tiruccengodu. 7 

1 Palayaru was the important northern capital of the Colas, the: 
Céla revival must have aimed at the recapture of this important and 
ancient stronghold of theirs. Parantaka II alias Sundara Cola is eulogised 
in a few Tamil verses of the tenth century, which are preserved a8 

quotations in Viracédliyam (named after Virarajéndra Cola 1063-70 under 

Karikai 11 of Yappuppatalam and under Karikai 10 of Alankarappatalam 5) 

and these verses speak of Parantaka as the Sundara Cola of Palaiyaru and. 

5
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+he Sundara Céla of the King of Nandipuram,'! The question was already 

raised whether Sundaraperumal Koil in Palaiyarai was built by this 

Sundara. ‘Therefore by the 10th century the later Colas had come to live 

in Palaiyaru making it onee again the seat of their government. An 

inscription of Raja Raja the Great (985-1914) places Palaiyaru in the 

‘Tirunaraiyar nadu, a subdivision of Kshatriya sikhamani valanadu. 

Kshatriya sikhamani was one of Raja Raja’s titles and therefore by 

naming the district itself after him, he had unmistakably expressed 

his great interest in the area in and around Palayaru. Panchayanmadévi- 

ecuram and Arunmolitéveccuram show his love of Palayadrai. His 

favourite city was Tanjore which he beautified by constructing the Great 

‘Temple. But the fact that temple women were brought to Tanjore from 

Palayaru, from Palayaru Tentali, and from Palayaru Vatatali, spoken of by 

many an inscription of Tanjore (S. I. I. ii 280, 284, 287, 290, 292 and 294) 

proves conclusively that Palaiyaru was the heart of Cola greatness 

wherefrom flowed all the accessories of their civilisation. 7 

anes ட 

__ Passing on to the llth century, we find the elder-sister of Raja 

Raja I, Kuntavvaippirattiyar had a palace of her own in Palaiyaru 

(Ins. No. 639 of 1909, 350 of 1907 and 249 of 1923) She, from her Palayaru 

palace, issued in 1015 an order instituting an endowment for the hospital 

“‘Sundara Cola Vinnagara Atura Salai’’ founded by her (248 of 1923). 

In one record, she refers to the village as the royal home of her nephew, 

Rajendra I alius Gangaikonda Cola (1012—1043), From another inscription, 

(463 of 1908) we find that Rajendra alias the Mudikonda Cola, issued an 

order whilst he was seated in the Southern half of his palace at Palayaru. 

In 1015, he issued the order for the survey of the temple lands of Uyyak. 

kondan Tirumalai (Ins. No. 463 of 1908). _In 1017, from the same palace, 

he sent out an order now found inscribed in Embar in North Arcot District 

(Inscription No. 585 of 1907). In 1019, he issued the famous Tiruvalan- 

gadu Plates preserved in the Madras Museum (S. I. 1. Vol. III No. 205). 

Palavaru was a favourite resort of his. No wonder, he christened it as 

Mudikonda colapuram. The river Mudikondan, the southern boundary of 

Palayaru, dug by him and named after him, still bears witness to the 

  

3. பவளச்‌ செழுஞ்சுடர்‌ மரகதப்‌ பாசடைப்‌ 
பசும்பொன்‌ மாச்னை விசும்பகம்‌ புதைக்கும்‌ 

போதியந்‌ திருகிழற்‌ பரவுதும்‌ 
மேதகு நந்தி புரிமன்னர்‌ சுந்தரச்‌ 
சோழர்‌ வண்மையும்‌ வனப்பும்‌ 
'இண்மையும்‌ உலூத்‌ சிறந்து வாழ்கெனவே. 

—(commentary on Vira Coliyam Yappu, Karika II) 

இக்திர னேறக்‌ கரியளித்‌ தார்பரி யேழளித்தார்‌ 

செர்திரு மேனித்‌ இனகரற்குச்‌ சிவனார்‌ மண த்துப்‌ 
பைக்துஇ லேறப்‌ பல்லக்‌ களித்தார்‌ பழையாறைககர்ச்‌ 
சுந்தரச்‌ சோழரை யாவரொப்‌ பார்களித்‌ தொன்னிலத்தே. 

-—(Vira Céliyam, Alankarappatalam under 10th Karika)
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interest he took in Palaiyaru and its agricultural development. Till 
he conceived of the grand plan of building the new city of Gangaikonda 
Colapuram he continued to rule from Palayaru. Kulottunga the first 
honoured the place by living in a palace there. One record (Inscription 93 
of 1910) gives more particulars about this palace. In 1112, Kulottunga 1 
issued an order to the Ambar Makalam temple, seated on the throne 
named ‘“‘Vanatiraya”’ in the Hall renowned as Rajendra Cola mandapa 
within his palace at Mudikondacolapuram. The hall was probably built 
by Rajendra Cola. 

ie In the twelfth century, Palaiyarai rose to greater prominence. The 
record of Kulottunga I referred to belongs to this century. Vikrama Cola, 
the son of this Kulottunga the First, issued from his palace at Palayaru 
his order making known his endowments to the Elavanasur temple in 
South Arcot (Iuscriptiou No. 168 of 1906). Palayaru captivated the heart 
of his grandson Raja Raja Il. Beautified by him, it came to be known 
after him as Rajarajapuram and the mandapa bears the name of Raja- 
gambhiran Tiruamandapam' and Rajarajapari as contrasted with Raja- 
rajeccuram (Tanjore Temple) of his illustrious predecessors and namesake. 
The temple built by him, as usual came to be known as Rajarajeccuram 
(iccuram=siva temple). Ottakitta, the famous court poet of three 
generations of Colas, Vikrama, Kulottunga II and Raja Raja II sings of 
the beauty and the glory of this city as newly built The scheme of his 
poem Takkayagapparuyi is such that the poem itself is made to appear as 
a recital for the benefit of the damsels of Rajarajapuram, who are therefore 
requested in the Ist canto to open their doors and lend their ears to 

the narrative? The poet makes it appear as though it is the Lord of this 

newly built temple that went to bless the penitent sinner Takka* There 
can arise only one conclusion that Palayaru became the favourite capital 

of Rajaraja II], Rajarajapuram mentioned in the poem has been wrongly 

identified with Tanjore, by the learned editor of the poem, the late lamented 
Dr. V. Swaminathier (p. 9). But there is not a single reference to 
Tanjore as Rajarajapuri or Rajarajapuram in any of the inscriptions or 

literary sources. This failure to identify Rajarajapuram kept Palayaru in 

an insignificant position in the minds of scholars. That Rajarajapuram is 

  

1, Rajagarhbran is one of the titles of Rajaraja II. (See verse 774) 

The verses 772 to 777 of Takkayakapparani must all be held to 
refer to Rajaraja II. The other Rajarajas were Rajakesaris. 
Rajaraja II alone was a Parakesari and Verse No. 807 openly 

mentions this title. 

2. உம்ப ராளூமம ராபுரக்தவிர லோகபால ரெயில்‌ காவல்கூர்‌ 
செம்பொன்மாடகிறை ராசராசபுரி வீதிமாதர்கடை இறமினோ (176786 17) 

9. ஒருமருவ்குடைய மூலகாயயோ டொற்றைவெள்ளைவிடை யூர்திமேல்‌ 
இருமருங்குமறை தொழளழுக்தருளி இராசஇராசபுரி மீசரே (176186 778)
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Palayaru is not a mere guess but a historic fact. One inscription (Ins. 

No. 392 of 1908) states that Tiruccattimurram was within Rajarajapuram 

and another (Inscription No. 495 of 1907) made this statement clearer by 

identifying Rajarajapuram with Kilaippalaiyaru or eastern Palayaru. 

Rajarajapuramagiya Kil Palayarrilulla Tiruccattimurra mudaiyar). | 

po \ 

| The thirteenth century witnessed the fall of the Colas; but the records. 

reveal another important fact about Palayaru that it was the coronation 

Hall as well, Maravarman Sundara Pandiya I conquered Rajaraja 117 

and brought the whole of the Cola territory under his rule. His 

coronation of conquest and valour (Viajayapitegam and Virabitegam) was 

performed in this very city probably because of the ancient tradition 

and powerful precedents. His inscription recites (Inscription No. 9 of 

1926) that later on, he made a gift of this city where he was thus crowned,. 

along with the Cola territory to the Cola king who took refuge under him.” | 

C With the disappearance of the Colas, the glory of Palayaru began to 

set. The precedents and the traditions came to be forgotten. It however 

continued to be of some importance, drawing now and then the attention 

of a few patrons. The channel now running between the Arisilaru and the 

Mudikondan is called the Tirumalairayan aru and goes as far as Karaikkal 

by the side of Tirumalairayanpattinam there. ‘lirumalaraya, a vassal of 

the Vijayanagara kings of the 15th century who ruled from Tirumalarayan- 

pattinam, should be taken to have dug this channel. In 1453 Vanadiraya- 

nayanar Narasingadévar constructed, according to an inscription (No. 254 

of 1927), the big mandapa and the gopura at the Kil Tali. This Vanadiraya 

probably comes of the family of the Vanadiraya after whom the Cola 

throne of Palayaru was named. ‘There seems to have been a king 

in this place even in the 17th century whose daughter had a spirit 

cast off her by the Sittar Sivaprakasar. This is according to the “ Turaiyur 

Sivaprakasa Swamigal Varalayu”’ given in one of the Mackensies manus- 

cripts. There is a mutt in the name of this Sivaprakasa at Patticcuram. 

Nemesis finally overtook the fate of this beautiful city, which proud of its. 

coronation hall displaced Pukar, competed successfully with Tanjore, 

Uraiyiir and Gangaikondacolapuram, won the heart of Nandivarma II of 

the 8th century, Mudikonda cola of the 11th century and Rajaraja Il of 

the 12th century, is today no more than a few villages with a buried palace 

waiting for the spade of archaeologist for another turn of the wheel of time. 7g
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