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T. K. S. BROTHERS
PRESENT

*RAJA RAJA CHOZHAN"

{(By Aru. Ramanathan.)

This historical play depicts the greatness of Raja Raja
Chozhan (King of Kings) who had brought the whole
of South India under one monarchy and established the
United Tamil Kingdom. His glory and power mingled
with the unparallelled Tamil Culture had spread beyond
‘the Ganges in the North and even beyond the seas. Far
off countries like China took pride to have his envoys.

With the unstinted help of Raja Rajan, Vengi Nadu
gots freed from the tyranny of the Western Chalukya King
Rattapadi Sathyasirian. Vimaladityan rightfully ascends
the throne of Vengi.

Vimaladityan and Princess Kundhavi (the only daughter
of Raja Rajan) fall in love with each other. Raja Rajan
is also aware of this which meets with his indirect approval
as well,

Baladevan, a spy of Rattapadi Sathyasiriyan who is
waiting for an opportunity to win over the Southern power
of Raja Rajan by cunnivance, pretends and serves as a
Politicial Adviser to the Chozha King.

Raja Rajan constructs the big temple at Tanjore as
desired by his beloved sister Peria Kundhavai Pratty. The
dance “Arangetram’ of princess Kundhavi takes place at
the new temple. As aimed at by the spy Baladevan,
Vimaladityan attends the performance as an uninvited guest
and gets into trouble. The spy somehow manages Yo create
misunderstandings between Raja Rajan and Vimaladityan.
A war is thus declared between them.
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But Raja Rajan in disguise of a “Rishi” meets:
Vimaladityan at his war camp and arranges £to have &
straight fight between Vimaiadityan and Prince Rajendran
(Son of Raja Rajan) to avoid blood-shed and mass
annihilation.

Tn the meantime Kundhavi gets a promise from her
brother Rajendran to present Vimaladityan before her
without any injuries. Rajendran keeps up his promise and
brings Vimaladityan as a prisoner, of course with the
unblemish consenv of the latter.

Vimaladityan however faces untold sufferings as a
prisoner due to the vagaries of the cunning political adviser
Baladevan. Kundhavi fails in her attempt to convince
her father and get the Vengi King married to her. She
does not however lose heart but tries her best to see to the
release of her lover.

Raja Raja Chozhan’s birthday helps Kundhavi achieve
her object. Tactfully she arranges to release Vimaladityan
along with all the political prisoners as the King’s birthday
offer.

At the Xing’s Durbar all are perplexed to see
Vimaladityan appear as one of the poets to recite poems in
honour of Raja Rajan. The King is however moved at the
excellence of Vimaladityan's poems.

As a fitting prize for his poems, Vimaladityan demands
Princess Kundbavi from the King! The King has necessarily
to accede to the arguments of Vimaladityan.

At this juncture, the hypocrisies of the political Adviser
Baladevan gets exposed. But everybody issurprised to.
know at the end that Raja Rajan was himself fully aware
of all the hypocrisies of the foreign spy and that the King
tolerated the evils simply to test the valour, love and other
good qualities of bis kindreds. The greatness of Raja
Rajan is thus established.
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In 39 scenes conceived and executed under the strong
influence of the cinema, we are treated in this volume to a
romantic version of an episode in the reign of Raja Raja
‘Chozha n who flourished in the tenth century A. D.

—Tne Hindu, Madras.

The Tamils are noted for their appreciation of fine arts
and they have seen many dramas. But it was on everybody’s
lips at the Annamalai Manram *“‘Never a drama like Raja
Raja Chozhan and that staged by T. K. S. Bros *

The audience were literally taken to an age the glory—
that was Tamil Nad under the heroic cholas.

—The Mail

The drama depicts the great qualities of the Chola King
whose power and glory extended beyond the Ganges about
centuries ago.

The language of Aru Ramanathan who has written the
seript for the play, setting a record in the south, is not only
pleasing to the ear but forcefully brings out the advanced
culture of the chola dynasty. The script interpersed with
ear catching lyrics composed by Puthaneri R. Subramanian
has a literary content without being pedantic.

—Indian Express

The historical play ¢ Raja Raja Cholan ” enacted by
7. K. S. Brothers, the well known professional drama troupe
of Tamil Nad, is indeed a great attempt at bringing to the
stage a vivid description of the glorious age gone by when
several Tamil Kingdoms ruled vast areas of the South with
glory and grandeur.
-—Hindusthan Tims, Delhi
T. K. S. Brothers’ ‘“Raja Raja Cholan” presents a
glorious chapter from Tamil History. The play was a big
Success and demonstrated once again the superiority of this
professional troupe in stage technique.

—Sport and Pastime, Madras
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The play is replete with the beauty of the Tamil langu-

age and Tamil Culture.
—Swatantra, Madras

This year, drama stole the thunder of music and dance.
T. K. S. Brothers’ new production ¢ Raja Raja Choln” is a
mammoth historical reaching the proportions of a documen-
tary. The story is woven round historical acts and portrays
the spacious days of cholas, when ethics, diplomacy, valour
and religion co-existed The scenic background, sculptural
settings, decor and music do create credit to T. K.S.
Brothers who have lavished their all on it,
—Sunday Chronicle, Bombay

The historical play Raja Raja Chozhan depicting the
greatness of Raja Raja Chozhan, (King of Kings), enacted
on the inagural day, was repeatedly applauded by the large
gathering present.

-—The Times of India, Bombay

This great historical play, laid in the times of Raja
Raja Chola, is a drama of mounting tensions culminating in
a plot and its natural unravelling. Side by side with the
deepening crisis in the love story of Vimaladitya and Kun-
davi (the theme of the main plot) is interwoven the love of
the two court poets with Poonkothai. This interesting inter-
Iude relieves the tension of the main plot and is used to
unravel the main plot.

—The Sunday Standard, Bombay

A fine study in statesmanship, ‘Raja Raja Chozhan’ is
a gripping play of court intrigue and cunningness, of
romance and heroism, which gives plenty of scope for
suspenseful and moving situations.

—The Bharat Jyoti, Bembay

Raja Raja Cnozhan is excellent entertainment for all.
It has broken all recorus in the field of Indian drama.

—Malay Mail, Kulalumpur
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