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Sanskrit, Hebrew and Greek contain Tamil words in the
Voe bulary.

—Rhys Dav1ds
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1. Topinard. 2. Fergusson. 3. Evans.
4. Prof. Rapson. 5. Dr. Maclean.
6. ‘“Investigations in relation to race show it to be by
no means impossible that Southern India was once the passage
ground by which the ancient progenitors of northern and

‘Wediterranean races proceeded to the parts of the globes
which they now inhabit.”
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Dr. Maclean (in his Madras Manual of Administration)
says “They (the Dravidians) were at one time, on the ground
of the general structure of their languages, classed with the
Mangoloid (Turanian, Scythian) and even the Australian
races, but that classification is rejected by all the leading
Ethnologists. They form, in fact, with the other members of
the group, a separate and distinct family, which is of the
Dolichocephalic class, and which comes near the Indo-
European or Aryan type.

Dr. Fergusson with a full understanding of the various
aspects, says “Their (the Dravidian) settlement in India
extends to such pre-historic times that we cannot even feel
sure that we ragard them asimmigrants or, at least, as either
conquerors or colonists on alarge scale, but ratheras abori-
ginal in the sense in which that term is usually understood.
The hypothesis that would represent what we know of their
history most correctly is that which places their original seat
in the extreme south, somewhere probably not far from
Madura or Tanjore, and thence spreading fan-like towards
the nbrth, They have no traditions which point to any seat of
their race outside India, or of their having migrated from any
country with whose inhabitants they can claim any kindred.
So far as we know they are indigenous and aboriginal.”
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