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PREFACE.

The study of the lives of great men who have
left their foot-prints in the sands of time enable the
readers to emulate them and make themselves
worthy citizens by following their example closely.
The object of this volume is to enable the readers
to appreciate in some degree the work of one of the
greatest Tamil scholars of the nineteenth century,
who by his profound learning, characteristic
energy, great love for the Tamil lapguage and
literature and uunswerving devotion to duty has
earned a name scarcely parallelled in the history
of Tamil Literature. It is therefore but right
that the life and work of such an eminent Tamil
Scholar should be recorded in Tamil for the
benefit of the Tamil World.

The cold reception accorded in these days to
Tamil publications coupled with the very little
encouragement Biographers meet with, made the
present author to hesitate for a while, but on the
assurance of friends who happen to be acquainted
personally with the subject of this biography the
author boldly comes forward with this volume.

In writing out this -book the author who has
been associated with the late Rao Bahadur
Thamotharam Pillai for a long time puts matters
clearly and concisely dividing the book into
several chapters according to the subjects dealt
with- The narrative begins with a full description
of the island of Ceylon and proceeds to detail the
ancient history of the peninsula of Jaffna, the birth
place of Mr. Thamotharam Pillai. A brief de-
scription of his family follows and then the birth,
childhood, student career and official life are dcalt
with in succession, taking care to emphasise his



work for the revival of Tamil Literature. His
thoronghly disinterested Jlabours in that cause
holds him up to puablic esteem and honour and in
order to give that fact a wide recognition the
author has given a detailed history of the supposed
origin of the Tamil language. its gradual develop-
ment, the disasters it underwent, its subsequent
triamph and its final decay, and has also mentionad
the mames of several important Tamil works
which at one time served as invaluable jewels that
added to the natural beauty of the Tamil nymph.
The author then traces the graduii decay of
Tamil down to the present time and has fully
described the labours of the subject of this life in
redeeming ancient Tamil works which were at the
verge of extinction, Sufficient information about
each of the works so redeemed is also given and
the whole narrative concludes with a summary of
his life as man.

The book is written in elegant and chaste Tamil to
sult Tamil student of the higher classes and coantains
enough mafter for careful stady. 'I'he various immemo-
riums composed by compstent Tamil scholars at the
time of the demise of Mr. Thamotharam Pillal have
been also appended and the book has been mads very
intaresting in every way.

The late Rao Bahadur C. N. Thamotharam Pillai
has been known all over Indis and Ceylon for his scho-
lerly atfainments in Tamil. He combines in himself
deep learning with practical work which is hoth rare
and admirable. It is therefore hoped that this little
volume wWill be cheerfully received by the Tamil world.

MADRAS, }

5504 THE AUTHOR.
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