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PREFATORY NOTE.

Some time last year several friends of Pandit

C.. R. Namasivaya Mudaliar took steps to raise some
kind of a memorial in appreciation of the work of
the Pandit- A meeting was accordingly held at the
Pachaiyappa’s College, and arrangements were set
on foot for celebrating his 61st birthday and making
arrangements for a permanent memorial of the event.
The presentation of a volume on that day was among .
the items thought of at the time, and several of his
friends contributed papers for the purpose. The
Pandit died after a short illness. These papers which
had been received are now presented to the public as
evidence of the affection and esteem in which the
Pandit was held by those who have written the articles
going into this small volume. Since the Committee
has arranged to carry out publicly one item of the
programme, the presenting of an oil-painting of the
Pandit to the University, the occasion is taken advan-
tage of to publish this volume in his memory.

The late Pandit was born in the village, popular-
ly known as Kaveripakkam, but of which the real
name was Kavidipakkam, some miles away from
Conjeevaram on the road to Wallajah. Being the son
of the village schoolmaster there, he developed an
early predilection for the work of teaching, and having
come and settled down in Madras for earning a liveli-
hood, he gradually drifted on from the school master-
ghip of a private school gradually to high school
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teaching in several of the missionary institutions in
Madras, from one of which he was appointed Tamil
Pandit in the Queen Mary’s College when that institu-
tion was brought into existence in 1914. When the
late Pandit Anantarama Aiyar retired, he was taken
on to the Presidency College as the Head Tamil
Pandit there.

All through these years that he was teaching he
was engaged in writing books suitable for young
readers, and early acquired a reputation not only as
a successful teacher of young people but also as a
writer of books suitable for that teaching Later in
life he was able to publish also some of the Tamil
classics, such as the Tolkappiyam with the commen-
tary of Ilampuranar and works of that kind. Through-
out he was a kind-hearted person, interested in the
welfare of his friends, and was free in the use of
whatever means he possessed in helping the deserving.
It is small wonder that he should have bheen so
popular in life. The contributions of his friends
embodied in these papers is a fitting tribute to the
personality of the departed Pandit.

S. K

MYLAPORE, MADRAS }

16th March, 1937.
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The Promotion of Tamil Studies
in the Company’s Days.

By Rao SAHIB C. S. SRINIVASACHARI, MA.,

Professor and Head of the Department of History and
Dolitics, Annamalai University. N

1. Turg CATHOLIC EFFORT.

The earlist European endeavour towards the enrichment
of Tamil literature is said to have been that of the immortal
St. Francis Xavier, the © Apostle of the Indies ", who arranged
to have the Creed, the dvz Maria, the Lord’'s Prayer and the
Decalogue rendered into Tamil and himself committed the
Ganslations to memory (cirea, 1542 A. D.). According to Sir
treorge Grierson {Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. IV, Munda
and Dravidian, p. 302), the first Tamil book was printed in
157779 ; and the first printed Tamil Dictionary was brought
out at Cochin in 1679 by Father A.de Proenza. A Tamil
Grammar by Baltasar de Costa appeared in 1680; and the
Grammar of Ziegenbalg, the famous Danish missionary of
Tranquebar, was printed in 1716 ; the book is entitled Gramma-
tica Damulica, and is in Latin, Beschi’s much-better known
Grammar of the Common Dialect of the Tamil Language
(Grammatica Latino Tamulica) was written in 1728 ; and the
first edition was printed at Tranquebar in 1739, reprinted at the
College Press of the Madras Government in 1813 and at Pondi-
cherry in 1843. An English translation of the book was brought
out by Mr. C. H, Horst and published at Madras in 1831 by the
S. P. C. K. A second translation of the same was made by the
Rev. G. W. Mahon and published in 1848.(1)

Beschi’s Grammar of Colloquial, as opposed to Literary,
Tamil, was intended to give the missionaries a means for equip-
ping themselves for their work with the mass of the people,

(1) “This is considered ‘‘ the most accurate English translation of Beschi’s, to
which teference can be made as to the original manuscript itself . An abridged
French translation was 1n the possession of Anquetil du Perron and presented by
him to the Daris Bibhotheque Natioaale (then Royale). A rather free French
translation of the same, is in the Ariel collection. L. Besse's Father Beschi

(1918), p. 214.
11
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# Jeaving it to the taste and ability of each one to master its
literature.” It has been, however, charged with having helped
to perpetuate a variety of Tamil,—Christian Tamil ag it has been
termed,—which is * decidedly less polished than the language of
the schools ”. Beschi’s Grammars on Kodum-Tamil (Com-
mon Dialect) and Sen-Tamil (Literary Dialect) whose preface
is dated 1730, were attempts at simplilying the rules of gram-
mar and are, according to one authority * the starting point of
all modern grammatical studies in Tamil”’ (The New Review,
Vol. I, p. 124). Both these works are supplemented by two
other wotks of Beschi on the Tamil language: (a) the Tonnul
Vilakkam (literally, ancient scientific treatise) based on the
Nannul, but marked by a different arrangement, though bodily
taking over the suttas of Bhavanandi in many cases; and (b) the
Clavis (humaniorum litteratum sublimioris Tamulici idioma-
¢is) which is ranked by Vinson among the doubtful works of
Beschi and which was printed by the learned A. C. Burpell at
Tranquebar from a manuscript which he considered to have
been revised by the author in person.

The Grammar of High Tamil was translated into English
by B. G. Babington and published in its translation at the
Madras College Press in 1812, In 1917 the Latin text with
the Enoglish translation which Dr. G. U. Pope deemed to be
‘*an exceedingly correct and scholar-like edition of a most
masterly work ”, was published at Trichinopoly, the Latin text
being edited by the Rev. L.. Besse, S. J.

Beschi compiled two Dictionaries, one Latin-Tamil and
ther other Portuguese-Latin-Tamil. The former has a long
Latin preface and was based upon the Tamil-Latin Dictionary
of Father Bourzes, There wasalso a French translation of
this work of which Anquetil du Perron wanteda copy to be
made for him. The second part of this work was the Portu-
guese-Latin-Tamil Dictionary of which the Mission House at
Trichinopoly possesses a copy and in which Beschi gives the
meaning of 4,353 Portuguese words, Portuguese being then
commonly understood by all the Europeans in South India. ()

(1) With the help of his Portuguese-Latin-Tamil Dictionary, other mission-
aries prepared French-Tamil Dictionaries which are usually attributed to Beschi.
The Rev. E_Hoole, in his preface to Eeschi's Rules for Catechists, (1844),
mentions a Dictionary of Tamil and English, among the works of Beschi.
A. Muttuswami Pillai, Manager of the College of Fort St. George and author of
a Memoir of Beschi (translatedlinto English in 1840), attributes to him a Latin-
Tamil Dictionary, not known to exist now,
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] The famous Sadur Aharadi (Quadruple Dictionary) of
Beschi broke entirely new ground in Tamil lexicography, group-
ing words arranged alphabetically, each in four sections dealing
respectively with names, things, series and rhymes. This work
disclosed in its guthor, according to Bertrand, ‘a vast erudition
and an astonishing knowledge of the Tamil language and its
classics.” It was composed in the years 1732-47 and published
by the Madras College, under the supervision of two Tamil
Pandits who revised the manuscript and added a supplement.
It was reprinted several times in Madras and in Pondicherry, the
edition of 1872 at Pondicherry being done by Father Dupuis,
an authoritative and accurate scholar. The first part of the
work consists of an ordinary vocabulary, with the meanings
attached to the words; the next part isan arrangement of
synonyms; the third is a rhyming dictionary; and the fourth a
classical ons. (Land of the Veda, p. 119). Subsequent
lexicographers have largely drawn upon it.

Beschi’s humourous skit—The Story of Paramartha Guru
(Guru Noodle)—has been translated into several European
languages. It was originally given with the Latin translation as
the second appendix of the Tamil-Latin Dictionary. Tirut-
chabei Kanidam {(Ecclesiastical Calendar) was a work in vetse
and prose, a perpetual calendar, such as can be found at the
beginning of the Roman Breviaries. Beschi's prose works are
predominantly apologetics directed againt the Protestants.
Such were the Vedavilakkam (Elaboration of the Faith), the
Dedagamaruttal (Refutation of the Charge of Corruption) and
the Lutherinattiyalpu (Character of the Lutherans) wherein
Beschi applies the description by the fifth angel of the infernal
locust to Luther. The Vedier-Olukkam (Rules for Catechists)
was in existence as early as 1730,and is according, to the
Rev. E. Hoole, ‘‘ the most unexceptionable” of the writings
of Beschi next to the Grammars and the Dictionary. Dr. Pope
deems it to be * the best model for the student of Tamil prose.”

Among the manuscripts which A. Muttuswami Pillai
collected as being the works of Beschi are found other works,
theological and secular, too numerous for enumeration here,

The Thembavani (The Immortal Garland)is a long and
highly wrought religious epic on 3t. Joseph, containing 3,615
strophes of four verses each in 36 cantos. It is in the style of

the ancieat Tamil classic, the Chintamani, and entitles its
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author, Beschi, to be placed in the very first rank of Tamil
poets ; and “ the Tamils could not easily believe that it was the
work of a foreigner.” Dr. Caldwell is surprised that a foreigner
should have achieved so distinguished a literary position. M.
Vinson says of the work that it is a strange imitation of old
classical Tamil works with which the author mixed up Italian
reminiscences (notably an episode of the Jerusalem Liberata)
the hero of which is St. Joseph, I was going to say Childe-
brand ”'). According to him, Beschi imitated in canto XX,
Il Tasso, ch. XVIII; but its literary merit was not great. The
first printed edition of this classic was brought out by Father
Dupuis of the Foreign Mission, at Pondicherry, in three volumes
in 1851-3. The edition was based on a manuscript written by
Beschi himself which came into the possession of Sir Walter
Elliot and which Father Dupuis believed to be the genuine
original. F. W. Ellis, the noted Tamil scholar, had translated
portions of the Thembavani into English,

Beschi greatly admired the Sacred Kural and wrote a
Latin translation of its first two parts. Vinson calls in question
the authorship of this Commentary ; and Eillis who had quoted
from it several times, did not attribute it to Beschi. The copy
in possession of Ellis was utilised by Pope and Graul in their
translations of the Kural. Beschi was the last and the most
learned of the heroic period of Jesuit missionaries ; and shortly
after his death the Jesuit Society and the Madura Mission were

suppressed ; and for a number of years the remarkable achieve-
ments of Beschi remained forgotten.

II. PROTESTANT EFFORT.

Protestant missionary effort was equally noteworthy in the
pursuit of Tamil studies. As already noted, the Danish Mission
at Tranquebar was the pioneer in Tamil printing on the east
coast; and the first part of the New Testament in Tamil was
printed at Tranquebar by 1715. Founts for Tamil printing
were first supplied from Halle ; but subsequently founts of type
were cut in India. Ziegenbalg and Plutscho learnt Tamil
without grammar, dictionary or munshi, and contrived to
translate the New Testament into Tamil in the years 1708-11
and followed it up shortly afterwards with the Hebrew Bible as
far as the Ruth. By 1725 Schultze bad completed the Tamil
version of the Old Testament begun by Ziegenbalg, This was
the magnum opus of the Tranquebar missionaries and received
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two appreciative letters of recognition from King George Iof
England and Hanover. This work of translation had been
greatly encouraged by the S. P. C. K. (Claudius Buchanan’s
Christian Researches in Asia, p. 38),

The S. P. C. K. set up the first printing press in Madras in
1711; and Schulize began to preach in Tamil there. The
Tranquebar missionaries subsequeutly brought out a Grammar
in Tamil and German and a_history of the Church in Tamil.
Ziegenbalg's Dictionarium Tamulicum was prepared as early as’
1712, but never printed. The Mission Press at Tranquebar is
deemed by Claudius Buchanan to have been the fountain of all
the good that was done in India during the last (18th) century.”
It sent forth volumes in Arabic, Syriac, Hindustani, Tamil,
Telugu, Portuguese, etc., in cpnjunction with the press at Halle.

A Tamil Grammar by ]. Ch Fabricius and J. Chr.
Breithaupt, missionaries at Madras, was issued in a second
edition in 1789, In these efforts of early missionaries, the
scriptural system of instruction, the training of schoolmasters
and catechists, the publications of the manuals of grammar of
the vernaculars and of translations of the Bible and the conse-
quent critical study of the languages became the chief features
of work. Under the influence of the famous Ch. F. Swartz and
his colleagues, Gericke, Kohloff and Kiernander, translations of
the Bible and other works multiplied, with large aids from the
S. P.C. K ‘

The Psalms by Ziegenbalg in Tamil were printed in 1724,
as well as a second edition of the New Testament. The Old
Testament and the Apocrypha were completed in 1728 in four
quarto volumes. Two editions of the New Testament were
prigted in Ceylon in 1748 and 1759, the principal translator
being the Rev. Philip De Melho, the first native minister of the
Dutch Reformed Church in Ceylon. Ziegenbalg’s New Testa-
ment was reprinted at Tranquebar in 1738; and the Old
Testament of the same author appeared in its second edition

in 1778,

J. Ch. Fabricius devoted much attention to the revision
of Ziegenbalg’s translations ; and his edition of the New Testa-
ment appeared in 1772, followed by that of the Old Testament
five years later, Fabricius’ New Testament was republished at
Tranquebar by Dr, John, Rhenius worked on the revision of
the version of Fabricius from 1815, exactly one century aiter
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the publication of Ziegenbalg’s New Testament. He completed
his work on the New Testament in 1826 and yet another revi-
sion in 1831, Rhenius’ New Testament complete was available
in 1833 when the demand for it was so great that the different
parts were distributed as soon as they were printed. He began
in 1835 a revision of his translation of the Old Testament; but
it was resolved that Fabricius’ version should not be laid aside,
but should be reprinted with some alterations in the orthogra-
phy, while the version of Rhenius should be revised.

,In 1842 the Rev. M. Winslow translated the headings and
chronology of the English Bible into Tamil which were printed
with the corrected Old Testament version of Fabricius and the
New Testament translation of C. Rhenius. In the same year
the Rev. H. Bower undertook an edition of the New Testament
af Fabricius. The complete Tamil Bible was ready in 1846.
According to J. Murdoch, a faithful adherence to the original
was the great aim of Fabricius; and his version was “in
many cases obscure, as well as defective in style and idiom.”
Rhenius aimed a intelligibility ; and his version was marked
by an easy flow and by clear idiom ; but “ in many parts it is a
paraphrase rather than an translation.”” Both Fabricius and
Rhenius followed Luther’s Bible more than the English.

A new United Tamil Version of the Bible was planned by
the Madras S. P. C. K. and the Jaffna Auxiliary Bible Society
in 1848 under the guidance of the Rev. P. Percival, assisted by
a Revision Committee of Messrs. Spaulding, Winslow, Brother-
ton and others. The printing of this Union Version was com-
pleted in 1850 and was judged to be ““the finest specimen of
Tamil typography which up to that time had been produced.
This version, though elegant, clear and idiomatic, was deemed
to contain too large an infusion of Sanskritic words. In 1856
a meeting of delegates from the different Missions considered
the best means of obtaining a standard wversion of the Tamil
Bible and recommended the use of Fabricius’ version as the
basis and a comparison of it with the Hebrew and Greek texts.
The Rev. H. Bower was nominated Principal Revisor. After
several years of labour, the version of the New Testament was
completed in 1864, and this version was regarded as more faith-
ful to the original than any previous one.

A Catholic version in Tamil of the Gospels and the Acts
was printed in Pondicherry in 1857, the translation baving been
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made by some missionaries from the Vulgate and the Greek
Testament.,

. The English Book of Common Prayer was first translated
into Tamil by Dr. Rottler in 1819; and its publication was
helped by a liberal donation by Bishop Heber of Calcutta. The
Anglican Liturgy in Tamil was published in 1844 and in 1859,
Hymn Books were also translated from the time of Ziegenbalg
and Schultze. The best known were the selections made by
Fabricius and OCammerer. Rhenius brought out a collection
of hymns in English metre which was printed in 1831 by the
Madras Tract Society which brought out in subsequent years
much larger collections. The Jafflna Tract Society and the
Tinnevelly and Nagercoil missionaries had their own separate
collections. The well-known Tamil writer, Vedanayakam, coms=
posed a large number of pieces in Tamil set to indigenous
metres. These became quickly popular, being well adopted to
village congregations,

Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress was rendered in part inte
Tamil and printed in 1793 2t Madras. The whole work was
translated by the Rev. L. Spaulding for the Jaffna Mission and
printed in 1853. A noted Tamil scholar, Daniel Pillai, trans-
Jated several Etropean works of value. Such translations
included works like Doddridge’s Rise and Progress of Religion ;
Taylor’s Introduction to @ Holy Life; Thomasa Kempis and
Neff’s Conversations on Sin and Salvation.

An Index to the Bible containing the principal words al-
phabetically arranged, was published in Madras in 1846;
Cammerer brought out in 1853 his Historical and Geographical
Index of the Names and Places mentioned in the New Testa-
ment; and Bower had brought forth his Comprehensive
Biblical and Theological Dictionary in 1841 (S. P.C. K. Press).
Tracts, poems, sermons and other works on Christianity
increased in volume, particularly about the middle of the
19th ceatury.

IIl—GOVERNMENT EFFORT.

The Board for the College of Fort St. George started by
Government in 1812 actively took in hand the bringing out of
works in the Indian languages and worked the freshly started
College Press. It maintained a depot and library for the sale
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and loan of oriental works and accumulated a library of Oriental
Manuscripts from the nucleus of the collection of the Madras
Literary Society. It trained, besides Civil Servants munshis
and other persons who were to become law-officers and pleaders
in the provincial courts. It aimed at the acquisition of a
knowledge of general grammar and connection of the several
Janguages of South India. It granted certificates of proficiency
to Indian scholars trained under it, like Muttuswami Pillai,
Beschi’s biographer. It brought out Chidambara Pandaram’s
A Brief Exposition of the Tamil and aided in the translation
of the Vignanesvarariyam, and the Vyavahara Kandam of
Manu's Code. It helped Rottler’s translation of the English
Liturgy, as noticed above, and Babington’s Tamil translation
of Beschi’s Grammar of Sen Tamil (Higher Dialect). On its
recommendation, the Madras Government sanctioned the print-
ing of Amara Kosa and three other works in Tamil, as well as
a condensed translation of the Arabian Nights made by one
Gnana Mudali. Government also deputed Messrs. Harkness and
Robertson and two Tamil munshis to assist Dr. Roltler in revis-
ing his Tamil Dictionary before it went to the press (1834) and
later assisted his continuator, Mr. Taylor, with the services of
T. Venkata chala Mudaliar, a teacher of the College, in the work
of its completion. In 1853 the College Board solicited Govern-
ment’s permission for retaining the Rev. W. Taylor’s services
for the compilation of a Catalogue Raisonnee of the Oriental
manuscripts in the College Library, though, accerding to C. P.
Brown, his services were unsatisfactory, as he was acquainted
only with colloquial Tamil aod did not use the right method
and phraseology in explaining the works. In 1854 the Rev. M.
Winslow, American missionary in Madras solicited Government
patronage for his projected comprehensive Tamil and English
Dictionary of High and Low Tamil. This work was pub-
lished in 1862 and superseded all earlier works. It helped in
proving that * in its poetic form, the Tamil is more polished
and exact than the Greek, and in both dialects, with its borrow-
ed treasures, more copious than the Latin.” Government also
rendered help in the publication of Dr, Caldwell’s Dravidian
Affinities (1854).

Works undertaken on behalf of Government like Ellis’s
Mirasi Tenure and Robertson’s Glossary in Tamil and Eng-
lish of words used in the law-covrts should be mentioned as
promoting linguistic studies to some extent. Richard Clarke
of the Madras Civil Service helped Professor Wilson in the
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compilation of his invaluable Glossary, published in 1835. The
Madras School Book Society was started in 1820; and its
publications formed a most enlightened phase of the develop-
ment of vernacular literature. The closing down of the College
of Fort St. George in 1854 marked the end of most useful
epoch of Government’s activity in this field. But the labours of
scholars like Winslow and Rottler, Caldwell and Pope fired
with zeal their Indian associates like Dr. J. Lazarus, C. W.
Thamotharam Pillai and others and helped to keep the torch of
Anglo-Tamil learning undimmed in the latter part of the 19th
centary.

C. S. SRINIVASACHARI
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Hoysala and Pulikadimal.

By V. R. R. DIKSHITAR, M.A,,

Lecturer in Indian History, University of Madras.

The origin of the Hoysalas, like that of many a royal
dynasty is enshrouded in mystery. All that is known is that
one Sala was the progenitor of the family. The story is told
that while be was hunting along the slopes of the Sahya
mountains (Western Ghats) he saw a tiger pursuing a hare
near by an asrama of a sage. The latter got frightened and
beholding Sala asked him to strike the wild animal. Aad
Sala slew it with his dagger. This is only one version of,
the story relating to Sala. There are other accounts which
are full of mythical flavour* In the absence of definite
records relating to Sala, the Editor of the Mysore Gazetteert
has remarked: ¢ As Romulus was to the Romans, so was Sala
to the Hoysalas...Nothing historical is known about him.” But
it is added that as‘ the name Hoysala occurs as early as
950 A.D. the eponymous hero Sala has to be antedated to
some time anterior to that date.’

A careful examination of the legends and of the hundreds
of inscriptions pertaining to the Hoysalas reveals certain
unambiguous facts of which we have to take particular notice.
Let me categorically mention them.

(1) Sala was a scion of petty hill families, In other
words he was a hill chieftain.

(2) The family of Hoysalas traced their descent from
the great Yadava family which ruled from Dvarka. There is
a tradition that after the eroding of Dvaraka by theses, the
Yadavas left that city and went to different places. Oae
offshoot of this great stock got settled in a place in Mysore and

gave it the name of Dvarasamudra which is now known as
Halebid.

#* See EP, CAR,, Vol. V, Intro., pp. ix-x.
t New Edition, pp. 1312-13, Vol. II.
1 Ibid, p. 1313.
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{3) References in inscriptions relating to Vinayaditya 1
and also in later inscriptions| strongly suggest that he was
a Calukya subordinate before he became kiog and the Hoysalas
had been connected with Calukyas by marital and other
alliances.

If we now examine with this background two significant
stanzas in the Purananury, 8 Sangam classic, it may be that
the veil is lifted a little. In Puram (201-2) where the hill chief-
tain Irangovel is celebrated by the poet Kapilar, one title by
which the poet addresses the chieftain is Pulikadimal, literally
the chief who struck the tiger to death. It seems to me that
Pulikadimal corresponds to Hoysala, and probably both are
one and the same.* The evidence in favour of the identification
of Irungovel with Sala can be cited as follows : Firstly,
Irungovel is a hill chieftain. Besides the three crowned kings
of the Tamil-land, Cera, Cola and Pandya, there were a number
of minor chieftains, chiefly residents of hill tracts who were
generally subordinate to these three prominent kings. Of the
many hill chieftains Parivel is celebrated by the poetas an
unstinted giver of gifts, His kingdom went by the name of
Parambunadu. Irungovel was another hill chief reigning over
Ponpatumalvarai I, For an identification of this hill-region we
have to turn over to Puram (166) and especially its commentary.
Here we have more or less the same expression Ponpatunedu-
varai and the scholiast explains this as Kudagamalai of the west
where the Kaveri takes its source, And Kudagamalai forms a
part of the range of Sahya hills which extend through the Has-
san and Shimoga districts of Mysore. From this we have to
infer that Sala or more precisely Irungovel was ruling over most
part of the Western Ghats and his sway extended from Coorg
right into portiops of Mysore territory.

Secondly, the Vels or Velir who occur repeatedly in the
Sangam classics as also in inscriptions like those atjKodumbalur
in the Pudukottai State claim to be Yadavas and this tradition
was ancient even one thousand eight bundred years ago. For
Kapilar, the poet who fourished at this distant age, addresses
Irungovel as the 49th in descent from the great Yadava stock
who first ruled over Dvaraka of great fame. Thus the celebrat-

*The suggested identification has been made by Pandit M. Raghava
Ajyangar in his Velir Varalarw and M. M. Dz, V. Swaminatha Aiyar in his notes
to the second edition of the Purananuru.

t Puram 201,
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ed poet uses Velir in the sense of Yadavas in Puram (201) with
the additional historical information that be was 49th in that
line. Even if we assign a modest psriod of twenty-five years
for a generation, this means that 1225 years have elapsed since
the commencement of their rule. In the light of what Pargiter
and other scholars who assign to the Mazhabharaia war,*
this reckoning could not bz unreasonable, For taking it roughly
that Kapilar flourished about 150 A. D. and adding 1225 we get
1075 B. C. About this time the Yadavas who found Krishna
departing to heaven must have left Dvaraka insearch of new
homes. Being nomads and cowherds and shepherds by profes-
sion they naturally settled in places which quite suited their
occupation. Hence they resorted to hill tracts and carved out
small kingdoms for themselves. Thus there is unanimity in the
tradition of the Hoysalas and Velirs that they belonged to the
common Yadava stock. This is further supported by the fact
that tbe Calukyas were also Velir according to Tamils, and this
indicates why marital and other alliances were contracted by
Hoysalas with them.

It may be noted in passing that fuvari in Puram (201)
cannot be taken to refer to Dorasamudram (Mysore) but it is
an unmistakable reference to Dvaraka the quondam capital of
the Yadavas. Their permanent capital was, however, Mathura.
Claiming as they did to have descended from the Yadavas of
Dvaraka and taking a legitimate pride by bearing that title, the
Hoysalas gave to their new capital the enchanting name of
Dvaravatipura. But the reference in the Puram cannot be to
this city founded perhaps abont the tenth century A. D. but is
probably to ancient Dvaraka of Kathiawar.

To sum up, while there is sound testimony to support our
theory, of equating Sala with Irungovel, it may be argued that
the distance of time stands in the way of acceptability. For
according to the available records 950 A. D, is the date wherein
the Hoysala occurs. If we ssek for his identification with
Irangovel, then at least a period of 800 years would intervene,
and it may be asked why the name was not known all through
this stretch of time. The answer is simple. To the Tamils
Pulikadimal was known from the 2nd centucy A. D. and to
venture a conjecture’ all his successors were petty rulers, and

*Pargiter. Ancient Indian Historical Tradition assigns 950 B.C. while
K' P, Jayaswal fixes it 1424 B. C,, p, 182,
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subordinate to more powetful chiefs. And it is only about 1000
A.D. a king of that line rose to prominence, extended his
kingdom, founded a new capital and celebrated the name of his
far-famed ancestor Pulikadimal. Hoysala is only a Canarese
translation of the Tamil expression. Being kings of the Canarese
country it is but natural that they came to be kuown in the
country’s dialect.



Date of Kambar.

By S. SOMA SUNDARA DESIKAR,

Pandit, Tamil Lexicon, University of Madras.

The study of the development and growth of a language
rests on the chronology of the standard works in that language.
Unfortunately that section of the Tamil language is not defi-
nitely settled yet, So far back as 1875, Dr. Caldwell wrote:
“Native Pandits have never been surpassed in patient labour or in
an accurate knowledge of details. They require, in addition,
that zeal for historic truth and that power of discrimination as
well as of generalization, which have been hitherto supposed to
be the special characteristics of the European mind. Both these
qualities seem to me to be combined in a remarkable degree in
the articles recently contributed by learned natives to the
Bombay INDIAN ANTIQUARY on subjects connected with
the languages and literature of Northzrn India ; and those articles
appear to me {o be not only valuable in themselves, bat also as
giving the world a specimen of the kind of results that might
be expected, if learned Natives of Southern India entered in
the same critical careful spirit, on the cultivation of the
similar, though hitherto miuch neglected, field of literary labour
which may be regarded as specially their own. Though sixty
years have passed since then, scholars in the Tamil land have
not done anything worthy of note. Take for instance the date
of KAMBAR.

The date of KAMBAR is still a controversial point among
the educated public of the Tamil land, whether they be ortho-
dox pandits or University men. All along, that is, before the
ball of controversy was set rolling by Mahavidvan R. Raghava
Iyengar, it was believed that KAMBAR lived somewhere near
885 A.D. This statement was made oo the authority of a
stanza printed in the very first edition of Kambaramayanam—
Balakandam, which was edited by that famous and erudite
scholar Malavai Mahalinga Iyer in Saka 1761 Thai—January
1845 A.D. The stanza runs as follows i—

aewentlu sargds Quengarp CpharGup sower argpe
serefiu Qaenleor togri garaile &bu FrLer
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varesfly alrno srevg uBGel wgs srafls
sareriiu arms gpearlar salwrm Csph @Car.

When freely translated it will run thus :—While SADAYAN
was living in Vennainallur, KAMBAN who composed his Rama-
katai, published it at Vennainallur before an audience presided
over by SADAYAN on the day in Panguni when Hasta was the
reigning star in Saka 807. Now this Saka 807 is the equivalent
of 885 A.D. and Thai is the English month of January.

As stated before, Mahavidvan R. Raghava Iyengar wrote in
the pages of the Semtamil—the organ of the Madura Tamil -
Sangam that,

(1) As Kamban went over to the court of Prataparudra-
deva of the Kakatiyas, he must have lived during the latter’s
reign between 1162 and 1197 A.D. vide Sentamil, iii, page 177.

(2) As Rajaraja II was the king who killed KAMBAR,
the latter should have lived during Rajaraja’s reign which falls
after 1162 A.D.

(3) The line galar Qsreéssr mmirgsy mO@PsH
found in a stanza in some of the manuscripts has to be inter-
preted as Saka 1107.

Hence he must have lived between A. D. 1120 and 1200.
vide Sentamdil iii, page 181.

On the other hand, Chelvakesavaroya Mudaliar, V. V. S.
Iyer, T. T. Kanakasundaram Pillai, C. R. Namasivaya Mudaliar
and a host of others were of opinion that KAMBAR lived in
and about 885 A.D. In 1922 Mr. M. V. Govindaraja Iyengar,
a specialist in Kamba Ramayanam, after elaborately dealing with
this question, came to the conclusion, that, since it was
clearly shown by a comparative study of Nalavenba-Rama-
yanam and Ramayanam-Uttarakandam and Parvakandam in
Kambanadar that KAMBAR lived long before Pukalendi and
Ottakkuthar, he must have lived in the ninth century only.

In October 1927, Mahavidvan R. Raghava Iyengar delivered
a series of lectures under the auspices of the Madras University
in which he is reported to have said that ¢ there were evidences
to show that Kambar wrote his Ramayana between 1170 and
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1178 A.D.” This statement was immediately challenged.
Then, a school arose to say that Ottakkuthar was not the author
of Uttarakandam and hence he did not live after KAMBAR.
Since then one school of thought began to canvass for the new
date of the 12th century, while the other began to assert the tradi-
tional date of the 9th century. Even the college text-books are
not immune from these distractions It is a pity to note that one
year the students are told that Kambar lived in the th century,
the very next year they are told that there are two dates
685 and 1178 and the third year the traditional date of 985.
The Mahavidvan too has contributed to this tangle. Thus the
students are left in the dark as to the exact date of a famous
poet like KAMBAR. Leaving aside all controversial matters,
I shall here summarise the salient points on which the two
schools base their conclusions, The school for the 12th century
theory contend that,

(1) KAMBAR was a contemporary of Prataparudra of
the Kakatiyas of the 12th century,

(2) The stanza beginning with gal&rQsrenéesri refers
to Saka 1107,

(3) Nadamunigal presided at the publication of the
Ramayana at Srirangam.

(4) Jivakachintamani is prior to Ramayana.
The data for the ninth century are as follows :—

(1) The stanza beginning with aeirenfi Farss@weireprp
Cpap.

(2) The patron of Kamban, Sadayavallal, lived at a time
when there was no Chola monarch worth the name.

(3) The name of Sadayan found in inscriptions, is that of
the patron who gave 1000 kadis of paddy to Ukkal
village, and this grant is dated during the reign of
the last Pallava king, ‘ Kambavarman,” who lived
before 900 A.D. -

(4) The omission of the name of any of the Chola
monarchs by Kambar in his Ramayana.
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(5) Mention of Kamban's name and his village in Vira-
cholyam—a work of Virarajendra's time, 1063—
1070 A.D.

(6) The first printed book of Kambaramayanam—Bala-
kandam edited by a coterie of erudite scholars omits
to give the stanza beginning with gafer@saraL,

(7) Kamban's contemporaniety with Prataparudradeva
has been proved to be impassible.

(8) The impossibility of the creation of a Kavichakravarty
while another is living or the creation of 2 Kavi-
chakravarties at one and the same time.

(9) Granting the date of Jivaka Chintamani to be 814
A.D. it is no bar to Kamban’s date of 885 A.D.

(10) Most important of all is the glaring omission of this
episode of writing the Ramayana in the various works
Ottakkuthar especially on Rajaraja II. In passing, it
may be noted that the reference to Trikartharayan
found in the Ulas does not relate to Vennai-
chadayan.

(11) Nadamunigal's date synchronizes with Kamban's

date.

From a study of these data, readers are certain to come to
the conclusion that Kavichakravarthi KAMBAR must have lived
in the latter part of the ninth century, long before Ottakkuthar
and Pukalendi.

13



The Conception of the Hero in
Purananooru.

By Mrs. Jeeva CHELLAPPA

Hero-worship has been the human instinct in all ages and
we get glimpses of such hero-worship in Carlyle’s famous work
« Heroes and hero-worship”. As Carlyle bas well depicted,
there arose the Gods of Ancient mythology, who were followed
by the living examples of Mahamet, Dante, Shakespeare and
others, each appeating on the stage of life in different ages and
each leaving impressions on the minds of people, which no
ordinary human being would do.

Bat if we could just sit for a moment and recollect with
closed eyes what our Tamil land has produced, not a few
centuries back, but even as early as many centuries belfore the
Christian era, we feel proud to state that the Tamil land was
not a theatre where ‘“*a” hero would appear in different ages,
but one where a host of heroes appeared and set their impres-
sions firmly on cur minds. Purananooru is a compesition of a
series of poems, which individually picture a hero in turn, and
thus give us an idea of heroism and its essentials.

Now, since 1 would think it best to speak of heroes in
Purananoory, it would be the conception of the hero, nat in
the sphere of private life, where he is best seen in his home,
making love to his mistress in all subtle ways; but in the
active sphere of public life where he is called on to fulfil the
stern duties which rest on him. His position is that of a king,
a warrior and a poet, not unmixed now and then with his
gentler nature such as genercsity, and above all, the pure moral
order, which includes his extreme sense of self-sacrifice, which
adds glory to his inner self.

As T have already pointed out, the hero of all ages and
of all nations rose far above the common run of mankind by
possessing traits which impressed the minds and elicited the
admiration of the people.
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He is either 2 king or a chieftain, and as one, he is respect-
ed not only by his subjects, but by all the great men of the
age. He is just and keeps his statein good order. To punish
the wicked and to countenance the good is the routine of his
daily life,

“ QargQuris Qsgsgues; PeaadQuris saflgsey
Qurgur gapdear wigele wid

(Stanza 29, lines 9—10)

He not only keeps his state in good order, but is a great
warrior. The slight sound of the drum caused perhaps by the
breeze coming in contact with it, is enough to rouse him to
go to war, and so are his soldiers,

“ o Garevgpen aipalarerer
Apaer werer® aparlr wsTy&Ty
Qurgd p sragn Py e e
aeliQurg @ gersar GaLd
ar g Qur Qrérey Quenlary gparGer '

(Stanza 89, lines 5—9)

To win a victory is all his ambition, but to die the death of
a warcior-king receiving the wound on his chest is perhaps the
greater ambition for him. For he knows the moment he leaves
this world he is again crowned as a hero in the Heaven of
herces. His greatness as a warrior is such, that when his
enemics see the tusks of his elephants broken and blunted,
renew the old gates of their town walls, lest they be
shattered by the elephants; when they see his horses galloping
fast with hoofs stained with blood, they fence the fields with
thorny shrubs, and when they see his soldiers with scats, they
simply put by their arrows.

« aplmr §Q gami gorewafuls
Qurrigp@u FHugidaf
eflewrd safly Qedserair
wEpsse Quupé@evaa)n
Semerqpass soraypi@s
Qenaicr@u wpsgarbied
aflarserore @Eassabr e
smagparoflp Ly puedLeyh
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wriy ps Ceie@sreasr s

Carer Qedinafles Casvsar.ai
CarasfQur® JuQsdiua)h
Qrer aind g s a@lursadl &

D pEE ST GOwE ST QN

yerL@EES vuQuiRssejn,”’
(Stanza 98, lines 1—14)

But it is note-worthy to remember that even in his longing
for war, the hero never forgets his purer or moral side of life.
He performs Yagas, invokes the blessings of the Gods, and it is
with the confidence of being blessed with success by them that
he wears his Kalal (sg) an emblem of war and victory and
marches out of his country. On the eve of the battle, the hero’s
magnanimous spirit is far too well exemplified to us. He is not
one who would enter the land of the enemy and brutally
massacre them, but one who is considerate to the core and makes
known to them his desire that cows, the Brahmins, the women,
the sick and the maidens should take refuge in some fortified
place before he would actually open war.

“ gay wrehud wuriduer IdseEsw
Quampgo desfiye . Sagw Cued s
Qrérye angris s@Gas—efl pégw
Qurer@urp ysoail Quay o
Quiwtby sipaf@ g Hibwrer Cendar,”

(Stanza 9, lines 1—35)

Having now fought battles and conquered new realms
the hero never gloats over his victeries, nor is it his intention
merely, to add more and more to his power ; but he proceeds a
step further by parting with the spoils to those who deserve. To
him no valiant beggar would appeal but poets and wandering
minstrels with their wives (viralis) and children. They are many,
but poverty has made them poorer than the poorest and they go
through forests and deserts in quest of a patron. Whom do
they go to? Now appears our hero who stands victorious in
the battle-field, and even there these minstrels know that their
hopes will ke fulfliled. He presents a part of his spoils to them
and being happy in their happiness returns to his land, perhaps
expecting another host of minstrels and there too he has nothing
to refuse. To refuse to give is deemed to be the greatest sin for
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him. For iostance, Pandian Thalayalanganathu Cheruvenra
Nedunchelian (urarpwer glouraasiersaé QsagGass p Gr@g
@#fuer) whois himself a poet, takes an oath that if he does
not fight the battles valiantly and emerge victorious, be should
be punished by not being sung by the poets and be incapacitated
from being able to relieve the poor and the needy.

“ o wsQur® A@Qu uaiysy B pids
yeoai urLrg axrstadr afloaer
yodiQunit yeir sevwr i
IriiQuré Gur SeravureypCa

(Stanza 72, lines 16-18)
Such is his love for the poets, and such his spirit of generosity.

What does such a hero do when he comes home, one might
ask. Even before his return home, he performs Yagas on the
battle-field as a supplication to the Gods who guaided him through
the ordeals of warfare and led him on to victories ; and in his
owsn land he partakes in the enjoyments of his subjects by
conducting festivals in commemoration of his victories.

Coming now to the gentler side of his life, thatis, the
literary and moral aspect, the hero is not only the chief of the
country and a refuge to the poor, but he is also the head of the
learped, the friend of the philosopher and a precious jewel in the
heart of his mistress, who in turn possesses all the admirable
qualities of a chaste and learned wife. He has his own literary
Assembly where be harbours a host of great poets whose learning
he participates, and whose advice he listens. He is himself a
poet and his pride in being sung by a poet is immeasurable.
He loves praise but not flattery. He is rich in friends—friends
who are worthy of him. He is proud of his mistress, a mistress
who sends him to war with piety, who receives him with love,
and enlightens him with her learning. For instance, the poems
of Ollaiyur thantha Bootha Pandian (@&l 65 4 soUTRTS.
wex) and those of Pandian Thalayalanganathu Cheruvenra
Nedunchelian (urerguer slvuraasrar sae QegQaerp @58
Q@e#war) and others give us a picturesque description of these
gualities.

Apart from the qualities aforesaid, the herc’s high -sense of
self sacrifice simply captivates our attention. To be defeated
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in battle is more than death to him, He never returns home
after the defeat. He lays himself down with his head towards
the north and fasts unto death. Such is the punishment he
awards to himself and such his self-sacrifice in battle! His
extreme sense of self-sacrifice in other spheres cannot but be
equally great. Kumanan who is a great king is in exile, his land
having been captured by his treacherous brother. A huge price
is levied on the head of Kumanan, and a poet worn out with
poverty approaches Kumanan and he who can never say *‘ nay ”
to any one, thinks it his duty to present the poet with his
sword, the only source of self-defence in the lonely forest, and
asks the poet to behead him, and take his head to his brother.
This marvellous sense of self-sacrifice which a hero and hero
alone can possess is described by Perunthalai Sathanar (Qugssé
S%E #Tgsei) in

“ Qe araaleans awwrarQupar plvls
urgBler pQar @vsséGarerGer
uwr@Quy ufRaar argearar Quuids@ear
@055 saflay refludar @@ gar
ar_sgarCar so@uarsfu g
sarerfl p A pi s s IAQ grer deiranwd
@0uwel yemsQur® agas ? :

(Stanza 165, lines 8+14)

The hero is not only great in friendship, learning and sacri-
fice, but is also a friend of the moralist who often reminds him
of the frailty of life and of the greatness in doing good. The
famous king Kanian Poongunran (sefluer y@&@erpear) a poet
and a moralist by himself, compares ,our life with its varied
troubles to a boat which is tossed about in the stormy waters,
in his poem on life.

¢ darQen®

arars gon@af] %@ wreym
saQurgPiag ude s Quiursm

& afinuBe o qor Qurergudi

@ pafiuBe. Quarw g §pQert

a0 Qul) 50 pall s gar inraefer wrlBulp
QuiiGurerr afw g gandea@iw
SACureny o5 o safigydaCn ?

(Stanza 192, lines 6-13)
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‘¢ Realising the uncertainties of life ”, says he, * we neither
lose ourselves in wonder at the great, nor do we despise those
below us which is worse still .

Thus we may conclude that in Puranancoru each poem,
which can be rightly termed “ an invaluable gem”, while
depicting the different aspects of a hero’s life, when summed up,
brings before us, the mighty figure of the hero in all his kingly
granduer. Now doing justice to those under him; now after
invoking the blessing of the Almighty, marching fast to the wars
where he has many tragic turns interspersed with victories ; now
returning home from the din of battle to the quiet side of life;
now giving away cars, elephants and lands to poets; now
romantically fixing a golden lotus on the head of the wandering
minstrel, now joyfully offering a necklace of pearls to a virali ;
now taking delight in the friendship of those who deserve hig
love; now partaking of the delicious flesh and toddy in vessels of
gold with the poets and minstrels; now listening to the advice
of the philosopher and learning the many ways which would
make him the more purer; now enjoying the sweet glance
from the eyes fof his chaste mistress—such is his life which
greatly impressed not only his contemporaries, but the host of
Tamilians who'followed them.

[ ———
Solden & Co., Madras, S.E.
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