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TEMPLES AND CULTURE

Life is to live. How tolive? There should be a purpose, That purposz should also
be one of the best. The Path to achieve it should be the purest Life without a purpose has
no meaning.  Saint Thirunavukkarasar says “I am damaed without aim”. Purposeful
life gives us, peace, happiness and satisfaction. As far as Tamilnadu is concsrned it is true
that such lofty ideals are made possible by the temples of Tamilnadu.

) This book *Temples and Cuiture” highlights with numsrous evidencs, how our
“temples like a treasury preserves the tamil culture. Our temples are the standing evidence to
point out that *‘ concentrated worship gives Happiness and peace

; Like, * Thirukkural” where in every Kural has seven words, as in carnatic music
wherein every song has seven swaras and as our hymms of Sziva Nayaamars also> have saven
parts of Saiva Thirumurais; so also the essays on this book are “ Sevea in numbar. This is not a
.Planned decision. It may not be wrong to say that it so suited due to the blessings of God.

. The first part putsforth in brief the close link between Temples and Society. This essay
serves as the prologue to the book. Social Welfare and integration are the centre pisce of the
temples. The daily Poojas, construction of temples etc are all done to sorva p2ople. It is true
that temple economics revolves round and utilised much by the probtariat.

) The First essay reveals with relevant evidence how Tamil language benefited much from
the pieces of literature and hymns sung in temples that are found ia the temple inscriptions the
magnacartas.

The second essay explains through temple inscriptions how people adored the devotees
of the temple, the ‘ Thevara trios*” who sung the humns, and other * Nayanmars™. This esswy
also Ponders with the evidence of inscriptions how human culture was embeded with czlebrating
the doyans of religion. The close relationship between human culture and ‘“getting the support
of greatmen > is revealed through this.

The third essay exposes the maintenance of the temples and temple dharmas by the great
Chola, Pandya Kings as well as the Bhakti brimming cultural feelings of the Great Kings.

The fourth Chapter depicts the peoples’ righteous feelings, cultural depths, political
orderliness etc through the temple inscription.

The fifth chapter surveys the construction details as adumbrated in Saiva Agamas,
structure, beauty, the growth of the various parts, image of idols and their effects in the culture
of the people.
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The sixth part of the book biiefly dealswith the combined worship of Siva-Sakthi, the

coasequent effects on the cultural history and literature of the Tamil people reflecting the daily
life of the rural folk.

The last and the seventh chapter indicates worship of Navagraha wich is an aspect of
nature worship and how it spread in Tamilnadu. It is significant that this aspect of worship gams
an important place in the growth of People’s culture.

Thus, the small book oa ‘Temples and Culture’ though introductory in nature, synthesises
the results of Tamil res2arch and emvhasises thatthe temples of Tamilnadu serve not only as
places of worship but also act as an instrument to discipline their life style feel their responsi-
bilities and the impeccable faith and thus act as a wonderful treasure of culture.

While the eighth World Tamil conference mest in this historic Tamil city of Tanjavur,

this book will serve as an authortative evidsace work on the city of Thanjavur which abounds in
temples.

It is in this district the world renowned three South Indian Mutts viz.  * Thiruvavadu-
thurai Mutt”, “Diarmapuram Mutt> and “ Thiruppanandal Sri Kasi Mutt”’ do the Yeoman
service of origiinting, spreading and parpatuating “ Gnana . His Holiness Sri La Sri Sivaprakasa
Pandarasannidhi avargal is the 23rd Gurumahasannidhanam in the holy order of the dis-
tinguished heads. Within 10 years of his enthronement in ths Gnanapeeth, as head of the biggest
mutt hz has bzen maintaining with all religious fervour and devotion, the temples in Thiruvavaduy-
thurai, Suriyanarkoil, Aavudaiyarkoil, Thiruveezhimizhalai, Mayiladuthuraiand Thiruvidaimarudur

with grandcur and glory. Besides, he is responsible for innumerable services towards religious,
social and lite.ary fields.

This book is pressnted by His Holiness as ““prashad> to the scholars attending the
World Tamil mest.

It is the ardent and genuine belief and expectation of His Holiness Sri La Sri Guru Maha
Sannidanam that the scholar of the world who chance to read this book will understand and

appreciate the extent of growth of culture, religion and literature through the temples of
Tamilnadu,
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