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APPENDIX I

SEMINAR ON BRAHADESWARA — THE MONUMENT AND THE LIVING TRADITION —
IGNCA, NEW DELH1; AT MADRAS ON OCT 1993

Documents and works Relating to the Brahadeswara Temple
in the possession of Sarasvati Mahal Library

(KUDAVAYIL BALASUBRAMANIAN)

Many items of various information pertaining to the Brahadeswara Tempie of Thanjavur are
available in the Sarasvati Mahal Library at Thanjavur. These are to be culled from palmleaf and
paper manuscripts, other documents, etc. Though t0 an extent the pieces of information
gatherable from the palmleaves have been classified, no such classification hs so far been
attempted in connection with the documents written in Modi script. About 5% of the Modi
documents alone stand translated in Devanagari and Tamil. There are as many as 1000 bundles
of Modi records. Of these only 150 bundles have been catalogued so far. This too is incomplete.

From the translated documents and from the other sources which are Tamil, Telugu and
Marathi, we can to an extent, establish the connection between the Palace Library and the Big
Temple. It goes without saying, justice can be dane to the above topic only after athorough analysis
of allthe materials available in the Library. From a study of available, that is explored materials, We
can speak about temple administration, festivals, reconsecration etc. Music, dance and drama
also form part of our study.

Enactment of Bhagavata Mela drama authoured by Serfoji Il at Big Temple

A work inscribed in palmleaf in Telugu script, called “Mohini Mahesa Perinaya Natakam”
is available in the Library". Actually it is a Marathi play authored by Serfoji Rajah Il In its prologue,
itis stated that the drama was enacted during the Vasantha Utsava festival of Lord Brahadeswara,
in the portion which deals with the offering of obeisance to the assembled spectators, the names
of the elite who attended the play, are listed,

The colophon to the work makes it plain that the playwright is Maharajah Serfojill. It also
adds that this play in four Acts was enacted during four days. It also furnishes information
pertaining to the dramatis personae and also the names of the persons who assumed the various
roles. The more important information is as follows.
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The play was newly composed by the Rajah on 22nd November 1804, corresponding to
Rakahtashi year Karthigai month, 18th day of Bhagula, The day is stated as Guruvara namely
Thursday. -

That the above play belongs to the genre of Bhagavatha mela is gathered from a Modi
document? of the year 1819. This record says that a sum of 9 cakras was expended to make out
copies of the play, namely, Mohini Mahesa Parinaya Bhagavatha Mela Natakam. The copies were
made out to enable the actors to memorise the passages relating to their roles.

A manuscript of the year 1804° also contains a list of 20 plays written by Ramapanditha,
King Thulaja and King Serfoji li. These dramas were enacted during 43 days, about which details
are available in the said palmieaf manuscript of 1804.

Kumbabisheka and Samprokshana

A Tamil manuscript4 bearing the title “Periyakoil Kumbabishekam" furnishes the following
important information. On the 7th September 1843, Shivaji Raja Bonsale, the last of the Maratta
Kings had performed a Kumbabishekam for the Brahadeswara Temple. It also speaks to the
performarice of the Kumbabishekam done to the Temple by Maharajah Serfojilin 1729 A.D. Serfoji
| is the grandfather of Shivaji Raja’s grandfather These two are both Ashta Pandana
Kumbabishekams.

Ancther Modi record® corroborates the above fact, For the Kumbabishekam of the year
1843, the following articles were provided from the Palace. They are 5 urals {mortars) 5 ammees
(grinding stones), 5 Kuzhavees (stone rollers), 5 Kadapparais (crow-bars) and also Kilinjal
Chunnambu (lime obtained from shells}.

The inscriptions of the fenial® (Kalasa) of the Big Temple Vimana also clearly speaks about
the two Kumbabishekams. A Modi document” of the year 1797 A.D., speaks about an interesting
event. A Britisher chose to climb the temple tower (obviously causing pollution). To set things
straight, Samprokshna had to be performed. So a petition was submitted to the King for the grant
of 20 Chakras from the Palace Podhemahal. An order on this was passed granting the sum of 20
cakras to be obtained from the revenue of Avusaheb garden. All the records regarding this are
available in the library. Samprokshanam above was done in 1797 A.D. The general belief that in
regular Ashtabanda Kumbabishekam was done 1797 A.D. is erroneous.

in 1803 A.D. Ashtabandana Kumbaishekam was performed to the Pillaiyar, Subramanya,
Chandikeswara temples and also 1o the 133 fingas. A Madi document® gives the details of the



expenses for Pillaiyar as 200 cakras, for Subramanya and Chandikeswara 150 Cakras and for 133
lingas 200 Chakras.

3. The installation and Consecration of a Century of lingas

Since 750 A.D., in the Chola Nadu, it had become customary to install and offer worshiip
10 1,000 lingas housed in a temple. Nandivarma built an Ayiratthali {eySrssefl) (A temple of 1000
lingas) in Nandipuram. Perumbidugu Muttaraiyan built an Ayirattali at Niyamam. Nandipuram is
today known as Virasingampetti. The Ayiratthali of Nandipuram was destroyed during 14th century.
Some of the lingas of this shrine are found installed in various temples,

In 1801 King Serfoji Il secured 108 lingas from Virasingampettai (Nandipuram) and had
them reinstalled and consecrated in the Big Temple on the 18th of March 1801 ° The record refers
to the date according to the Muslim calender. A Modi document says that the total expenses
amounted to 20,886 cakras and 2 14 panams. The document is dated 18th March 1801, the day
on which the Kumbabishekam was performed. To provide for the permanent puja for these 108
lingas, the Rajah established a Trust. To one Mr. Harington of Madras a Britisher, a sum of 5000
Tiger varahas was lent on 29.5.1802 from Tanjore Fort Devastanam Upalavani Bhandaram. The
interest was fixed as 10% per annum. At the end of the six-month period an interest of 250 tiger
varahas was duly coflected. This is spoken to by a Modi document'®. The exchange rate for a
varaha was rupees 3-8-0 as reckoned by the new rupee of Tiruvaroor. The document says, that
by way of interest a sum of 875 was secured. Many Modi documents'! attest to the fact that a sum
of rupees 50/- per month was also alloted to the Pujas of these lingas from 1812 A.D. '

Apart from these 108 fingas, lingas from such as Udaiyaloor, Nathankoil, Ammapettai etc.,
were also secured and established in the prakaras of the Big Temple. This is also seen from a Modi

document'®.

Laksha Deepa - Laksha Vilva Archana and the like

it is well known that Pujas on a grand scale were done in many famous shrines, Special
pujas involving the offerings of flowers etc., in large numbers were also popular. Even as pujasin
which a hundred flowers or a thousand flowers were offered, special pujas in which hundred
thousand leaves or flowers were offered, became popular. Many Modi documents speak te this.
Women of noble families, it is seen, made arrangements to ight a hundred thousand lamps inthe
holy shrine. One Muktabai, the concubine of Serfoji Raja ll, arranged to light a hundred thousand
lamps in the Brahadeswara temple in 1801 AD"
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Akalyabai Saheb, the wife of King Serfoji I, besides lighting a hundred thousand lamps in
the Big Temple, also offered a puja to the deity with hundred thousand lotus flowers'®. In 1799
A.D., Lord Brahadeswara was hailed with a hundred thousand vilva leaves'®. In 1801 A.D.an
archana with hundred thousand madar (erukku) flowers was done to the presiding deity of the Big
Temple'®,

Nandi Abishekam

A Modi document says that many foreigners visited the Big Temple for the purpase of
beholding the granite monolithic Nandi instalied therein. A document'’ of 1836 A.D., speaks to
the fact of instructing the watchman of the Big Temple to permit a padre (Priest) and afew foreigners
to behold the Nandi. A document of the year 1801 A.D., shows that a sum of 200 cakras was, every
month, allotted for the daily puja of the Nandi'®. Another document of a different year, however,
says that an amount of 3 1% cakras was expanded for a period of a quarter of a Mandala, namely
12 days, towards abishekam, puja, neivaidya and japa2°.

The memoranda of the years namely 1776, 1779, 1797, 1811, 1827, 1830 etc., bear
testimany to the fact that abishekam for the Nandi was performed with aview to secure downpour21.
Another Modi document (A.D. 1775) says that ‘Milagu Abishekam’ (Pepper Ablutions) was
performed for a whole week to Nandi, and in this connection an expense of 3 cakras a day was
incurred®.

Juraharesvarar

The Rudra Murthi situated in the inner circumambulatory hall, is named Juraharesvara, He
was adored by special pujas by patients for gaining recovery. A Modi document speaks to this®.

Hiranya Rishaba

A Modi document records the gift of a golden rishaba in 1826 A.D., when great
Sodasadanas (16 gifts) were made.

The idol of Brahanyanayaki was silver plated in 1779 A.D,, silver weighing 15 seers went
into the making of the plate. We learn this from a Modi document?®,

Car Festival

A Modi document dectares that in 1776 A.D., 20,200 persons were engaged to draw the
temple car®, In 1818 A.D. according to another Modi document 27,394 persons were engaged in
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this holy task?. The taluks from which they were drafted and the number of persons supplied by
each taluks, are duly listed in the said document.

Tiruvaiyar Taluk 1900
Papanasam Taluk 2800
Kumbakonam Taluk 3494
Mayavaram Taluk 3480
Tiruvarur Taluk 2920
Mannargudi Taluk 4200
Kivaloor Taluk 4500
Nannilam Taluk 3200

Persans for Vahana from Tiruvaiyaru Taluk 900

Total 27394

A document of the year 1801 A.D. says that 500 chakras were expended to refit the Car
with new wheels?’, Two documents speak to the expenses incurred towards the.car festival during
1801 and 1811. For each of these years a sum of 30150 chakras was spentee.

Flag Pole

Making of a Dujasthambaintheyear 1814 s referred toin a Modi record®, Forthis purpose
an order was passed to supply twa Alexandrian Laurel (ysmener) trees. One mond of gingele oil,
one and half monds of Kunkiliya, 3 pieces of white Kada cloth, and a quarter mond coconut fibre,
was issued,

Annabishekam
A modi document of 1813 A.D. speaks to the fact that an order was issued to supply 15

Kalams of Samba rice for performing Anna Abishekam to the Lord Brahadeswara™.

Christening a Ship by the name of Lord Brahadeeswara

An agreement was entered into on 16.7.1898 between Kanga Sabai Pillai an Officer of
Sarabendra Raja Pattinam and one MrJames Rose pertaining to martime traffic™'. In this
agreement we find that the ship concerned is named as “Brahadeeswara Prasad”.

Sivanandam, The Dance Master of Brahadeeswara Temple

A document written on the 10th October 1847 and sigr\ed by Sivanandam Nattuvan in
Tamil, is available in this Libraryaz. This document is a petition. Sivanandam Nattuvan and histhree
brothers were training the dancing girls in Karnatic dance as well as Hindustani dance. However,
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the royal officials were causing endless hardship to them. So the petition was submitted to the
Maharéjah to set things straight. The four dance-masters referred to here, according to
DrR.Nagasamy, are the Thanjavur Nalvar (Tanjore guartet). This document is of historical
importance. The freedom enjoyed by the dance teachers and the danting girls during the reign
of the great Raja Raje had obviously suffered much with the passage of time. Nowonderthe officials
took advantage of this and indulged in devious ways. '

Shahaji Maharajah The Great Poet

Shahaji Maharajah (1684-1712 A.D)) was a great poet, and a polyglot. He was a musician,
a composer and a musicologist. He had composed many many kirthanas on the presiding deity
of the Big Temple. His compositions in Telugu are in the vein of Sringara. He has sung about the
Lord’s processions, in Telugu23.

The Painting of the Big Temple

Itis well known that when paper was p\k to use for writing purposes about 250 years ago,
the very much resembled palmleaves. Two woaden planks, ong up and one below, were used to
keep the manuscnipts in position. A small rope was fastened on this bundle. In one of the planks,
we find a painting of the Big Temple. The great tower, Lord Brahadeeswara, His consort and the
Archaka are painted on this plank, in a beautiful way. Though today only one such painting is
available, there should have been many in the past.

During the reign of Vijayaraghava Nayak (1634-1675) fresh paintings were superimposed
onthe old Chola paintings. One of them depicts the ‘Samudramadanam’ (the churning of the Sea).
Near to this is a note about Vijayaraghava Nayak. The Sarasvati Mahal also owns a palmieat
manuscript of play written by Vijayaraghava Nayak called “Samudra Madanam’.

Thanjavur Fort Plan

There are two copies of the plan of Thanjavur fort {18th century) available at Sarasyati
Mzhal Library. The writings are in Madi script. The Big Fort and the smaller Fort are clearly depicted
with moats and fortification walls. in the smaller Fort the Brahadeeswara Temple, Sivaganga tank
and the gates are named. This Fort (Smaller Fort} was named in one plan as “Sarkar Wada” and
in the other as “Dewan Wada”. Both mean the administrative area,

| have but scratched the surface; a deeper study as a coflective sndeavour of the records
in Tamil, Sanskrit, Telugu and Marathi will bring to light many more facts relating to the Big Temple.
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