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PREFACE

The volume presented now to the public with the title
Sidok-kads Vollel comprises Sidak-kadi Varalaruwl Seydalk-
Kadiry Marakkayar Tirvmane Vazhiu? and a revised edition
of Seydalk-kadi Nondi Nutakem3 and Sidak-kadi Pexi]
Tanip-padalgal.

In the course of recounting the life of Sidak-kadi,
trade relations between South India and Arabia are traced
back to ancient times, besides giving indications of the
migration of Muslims from Middle-East countries to the
Indian peninsula in different periods since the hirth of
Islam in Arabia, -

Islam, from the very beginning of its contact with
South India, was inter-related with economie, political,
religious and other factors in the region of the Tamils. It
continues to reflect local political, and cultural conditions,

1. Sidak-kadi Varalarw; Biography of Sidak-kadi in Tamil
written by the author. Sidak-kadi iz fthe eorruption of the
Arabic name Shaykh ‘Abdu’l-Qadir. This nameis alsp pro-
nounced by the Tamils as Seydak-kadi, Seyda-kadi, Sidak-
kali and Seydak-kadiru.

2. Posticsl composition in Tamil in praise of Sidak-kedi on the
oecasion of hie wodding, Edited with oritical introduction
and notes by the author.

3. Mono-drama in Tamil in praise of Seydak-kadi, Edited with
erifical introduction and notes by the author.

4, Tamil poems celebrating generosibty and high-mindedress of
Sidak-kadi, Edited by the suthor,



it

Sidak-kadi {Shaykh ‘Abdwil-Q&dir) who flourished as &
merchant prinee in Kilakkarat, Ramanathapuram District,
Madras State in the latter half of the seventeenth century,
is a true representative of the Hindu-Muslim culture, per-
sonifying the correct relations between the two great
communities in South India especially in the Tamiinad.
He points out the way for inter-cultural relations generally
for all times. A cursory glance over these pages will
reveal what a jewel of a man Sidak-kadi was and how the
spirit of generosity and liberality shone through him.

The classical traditions of Hindus and Muslims, which
had on the whole tended to the unity of each of these
communities within itself, and had, as between the two
communities evolved a method of approach, through seven
centuries of contact and conflict before the advent of the
Europeans, underwent a great change with the territorial
expansion of the East-India Company. The establishment
of the British-Raj encouraged the rise, economic and
cultural, of newer classes more amenable to British influence
and more docile fo its way of thinking.

Now India is free and there is no ground for despair.
Tt is up o us to re-discover the old standards of friendship
and cordiality, The publication of the life of such an
eminent personality like Sidak-kadi will, it is hoped, serve
as a shining light to guide people and help them to bring
about a golden age of union and harmony among the
different communities in our country,

My thanks are duoe' to my daughter Miss Rayhana
Nainar, B.A. for her tireless patience and labour in
assisting me in the publication of this work. )

Utiversity of Madras, ")

Mivmas, . L S, MUHAMMAD HUSAYN NAIN
15th April, 1083, | S HUHEMMAD HUSKHN NATER
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