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PREFACE

BY

The Rev. H. A, Popley, Ba.

I am delighted to respond to the request of Mr. P. S. Kadam-
bavanam to write a short preface to his annotated edition of the
Ratchanya Saritha Padalam of Vidvan H. A. Krishna Pillay. The
Ratchanya Saritha Padalam is one canto of the famous work
Ratchanya Yathrikam written by the great Christian poet of Tinne-
velly, Vidvan H. A, Krishna Pillay, about 40 years ago. This
work was first published by the Christian Literature Society in
1§94 and just recently a sccond edition has been published by the
same society, as the result of the efforts of the poet’s grandson
Doss Krishniah, to whose charge the copy-right of all the poet’s.
works has been entfusted.- It was hoped to print the annotations
of Mr. Kadambavanam to this Padalam in the second edition
referred to above, but unfortunately for various reasons only a few:
of them are found there. With the permission of the Christian
Literature Society, Madras, and of Mr. Doss Krishniah it is now
possible to publish the whole of Mr, Kadambavanam’s annotations
and notes on this Padalam as a separate book.

The Ratchanya Saritha Padalam is one of the finest Padalams
in the whole work and gives the poet’s description of and reflec-
tion upon the main events of the last few weeks of the life of our
Lord. The poet has written in classic Tamil, which is not always
easy for ordinary Tamil readers to follow, and so these annota-
tions and paraphrases are very valuable. They will be of great
help to readers of this classic work in understanding the meaning
of his stanzas and in appreciating the:beauty of his language. The
paraphrase and notes are clear and to the point and there is no
addition of useless materials.

It may not be possible for many Tamil Christians to purchase '
the complete book in its two volumes but it should be possible for
every one to purchase this little book. They will find in this work
not only a very fine description of the passion and death of ou
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Lord but also the experience of one of the greatest saints and
poets of Tamil Church as he realised-all that this meant to him.
We hope that many of those who purchase this little book will
feel that they must also have the complete work which can 'be
obtained from the Christian Literature Society. - . This work is the
oue great Christian classic of the Tamil Church and we hope that
more and more as the days pass it will be studied and appreciated
by Tamil Christians who love their own language and who wish
to understand how one of the greatest of our Christian scholars
entered into the mind and purpose of our Lord and Saviour.

This little book may be very heartily recommended to Theo-
gical School and Seminaries as a suitable text book for study.
The story of the poet’s experience and the rich metaphors and
similies in which he clothes his ideas will be a great help to all
those who are training for the service of the Gospel of Christ,

Mr. Kadambavanam in his preface tells us that the taking up
of the task of annotating this Padalam.is the result of a definite
command given to him by the poet himself in a vision.
Mr, Kadambavanam has for so many years studied and meditated
upon the work of the poet that it is no wonder he should have
had such a vision and I can assure readers that he has entered in-
to the very spirit of the poet and will enable them to understand
him more perfectly.

I commend this work to the Tamil Christian public with all
my heart.

CaLcurra H. A, POP .
9th December 1931 } OPLEY
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OPINION

BY
The Right Rev. D, Bexell,
Bishop of Tranquebar.

Mr. P. S. Kadambavanam has asked me to write 2 few words
commending Raichanya Saritha Padalan. 1 fully endorse the
high opinion of the book expressed by Mr. H. A, Popley. I
remember some 40 years ago, when Mr. Krishna Pillai’s book was
first published, how my young Munshi, himself 2 poet, was deeply
moved when explaining the stanzas to me. When coming towards
the end of the book he once stopped and with tears in his eyes
he confessed his firm belief in Christ and his desire to be receiv-
edinto the Christian Church. The then Subramanian Chetty
became Paul Arulappan, who served the Church asa Pastor and
author of Tamil poems.

With warm sympatby I have followed Mr. Kadambavanam’s
career from the time of his school-days at Pudukottah. As pre-
vious books published by him have served good purposes, I hope
that these Annotations also will meet with the full appreciation
they deserve.

BisHopr’s HoUsE,
TRICHINOFOLY, D. BEXELL
13th January 1932 Bishop.
BY

The Hon'ble Sir. M. D. Devadoss, Kt
Member. Council of Slate.

1 have persued with some care and great pleasure portions of
the Commentary of Mr. P. S« Kadambavanam on Ratchanya Sari-
tham. Too much praise cannot be bestowed on his earnestness
and enthusiasm for the task he set before himself. He has given
the meaning of the stanzas in lucid and idiomatic Tamil and his
comments are illuminating. Evidently, his has been a labour of
love and what he has done he has done admirably well.
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The Christian public owes a deep debt of gratitude to the
Rev. H. A. Popley for his untiring efforts fo get a second edition
of the Raichanya Yathrikum published and for his encouragement
of Mr» Kadambavanam with his advice and help to bring ont
this work.

Mr. Krishna Pillay’s Ratchanya Yathrikum is an epic poem of
great merit free from the obscenities and puerilities which disfigure
sotne of the noblest poems in the Tamil langnage. The Yathrikom
is a pure well of Tamil undefiled. Its imagery and metaphors and
similies compare favourably with those of the immortal Kamban’s
great work, whereas its theme is 2 much nobler one—the journey
of the sin-burdened soul through the mazes of this world seeking
peace and rest with implicit trust and faith in the Lord Jesus. It
is not a free translation of Johin Bunyan’s pilgrim’s progress. As
the Madras Mail said about 40 years ago when the first edition
was passing through the press “ what the plays of Shakespeare
are to Plutarch’s lives such is Mr. Krishna Pillay’s Ratchanya
Yathrikum to Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress.” On the foundation

. of that famous allegory has been erected a noble fabric full of
charm and grandeur with all the characteristics and incidents of
Tamil classic poetry. Though it is an epic poem yet its langu-
age is not pedentic but simple and its meter is smooth and flow
ing. The subject is treated in a highly devotional manner. The
Thevaram beginning with the words ¢4zl Aasserworis will stand
comparison as regards language sentiment and music with the
highest efforts of the human mind in any language ancient and
modern. ‘The beauties of the Yathrikum once appreciated will
always be a source of pleasure and deep devotion, Mr. Kadamba-
vanam's commentary will greatly help to make the Ratchanya
Yathrikum widely known and read.

My sincere desire is that the Tamil knowing people should
make it a part of their daily reading.

WESTERN HOSTEL

NEw DELHI DAVID DEVADOSS.
3rd April 1932
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