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A Gentleman ::
V.R. R, DIKSHITAR, M. a,
Lecturer in Indian History,
University of Madras.

I had opportunities of knowing Mr. S. D.
Sargunar at close quarters for the past several
years, and it gives me much pleasure in joining the
chorus of {elicitations in connection with his sixtieth
birthday-celebrations. I have worked with him as
a member of the Madras School Book and Literature
Society, and he has always exhibited his impartiality
and earnestness to help deserving authors.

His is a well earned retirement. As a conscien-
tious and good teacher, Mr. Sargunar has won the
love and esteem of his colleagues, friends and pupils.
He loves Tamil in all aspects of its culture and has
endeavoured his best to spread Tamil language and
Tamil culture. He is a sound scholar and a
discriminating-critic; and he has built up an enduring
reputation for intensive scholarship. Quite unassu-
ming and simple in habits, Mr. Sargunar is a
gentleman. I wish and pray for his long and healthy
life so that he may carry on the useful work to
which he has dedicated his entire life.

Worthy son of a Worthy father ::
S. G. DANIEL, B.A, L.T.,
Madras Educational Service.
I am glad you are arranging to celebrate the
60th birth day of Mr. S. D. Sargunar, B. 4. in 2
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fitting manner and 1 wish you every snccess in your
laudable attempt. But I must frankly admit that
I am not competent to write an article about Mr..
Sargunar’s attainments and achievements. All that
I Know of him is that he is an eminent Tamil
Scholar and the worthy son of a worthy father, the
late Mr. Samuel Sargunar, who was a sound Scholar
in English, Sanskrit, Tamil and other Dravidian
languages, a true patriot, a perfect gentleman and.
an exemplary Christian.

Stalwart son of South Indian Literature ::
S. V. PURUSHOTHAM, B.A., L.T+,.
SANSKRIT PANDIT,
Madras Christian College School.

In Sargunar one can see the stalwart son of
South Indian Literature, a champion and exponent
of the outstanding Dravidian Language Tamil.
Neither for the favour of a smile ner the fear of a
frown did he do service to Tamil but only for his
pure love of the Mother Goddess of Learning.
Beloved son of the Goddess Mother, revered Guru
of thousands of Tamil students, respected scholar
of his compeers, much admired and original critic
of the literatures he stands an out-standing son of
Tamil Nad. To few are given to occupy the place
hg does and fewer still have earned right to positions
by sheer merit. May his growing years make his
glorious service ever grow.
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An Appreciation ::
OLIvER F, E. ZACHARIAS, B.A., L.T.,
Lecturer in English,
Madras Christian College.

I look upon my nine years' association with
Mr. S. D. Sargunar as a colleague in the Madras
Christian College as a privilege. In those nine years,
it is doubtful, if I had ever spent longer than a few
minutes, at a time, in actual conversation with him.
He is a man of few words. Whenever he did speak,
the words came out of the depth of a heart capable
of deep and powerful feeling. It was this more than
anything else that won the hearts of his students.
Hero-worship, rarely met with in these modern
days, was strikingly demonstrated when Mr. Sar-
gunar took leave of his students on the eve of his
retirement from the College. To achieve “long-
distance popularity” is easy enough, but it is not so
easy for a teacher to become the hero of his stu-
dents. His weaknesses more than his strength, his
foibles more than his merits, his wantingness more
than his abundance, attract the atténtion of the
critical present-day students. The attitude of his
students towards Mr. Sargunar was so heartening an
inspiration that one wished one were in Mr. Sargunar’s
Place. It was not lip-offering, but heart-devotion that
was in evidence. The remarkable impression that
Mr. Sargunar was able to make upon his students
was not achieved by trying to please, but by
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firmness of character and unswerving loyalty to
truth. Without fear, without favour, Mr. Sargunar
performed his duties. In him were found the
intellectual equipment, the mental equanimity and
the spiritual earnestness that made the Gurus of
old superhuman in the eyes of their shishyas.

Of Mr. Sargunar’s intellectual equipment in
regard to scholarship in Tamil I am the least quali-
fied to hazard an opinion, my knowledge of Tamil
being no better than that of the man in the street.
But those whose opinion is'entitled to respect have
paid glowing tributes of praise to Mr. Sargunar’s
mastery of the Tamil language and literature. That
a Christian brought up amid the traditions and
practices of the Christian Church should have
attained to such eminence of scholarship in a
language the literature of which abounds in referen-
ces to the creed and ceremonials of the Hindu
religion is almost a marvel. Pandits of educational
institutions and Tamil scholars of repute are, even
today, sitting at Mr. Sargunar's feet and learning
of him. A more eloquent testimony to Mr. Sar-
gunar’s extraordinary attainments as a student of
Tamil than this is inconceivable.

The man no less' than the scholar is worthy of
unstinted admiration and affectionate regard. One
wishes that Mr. Sargunar would, in his retirement,
find it possible to reduce to some permanent form
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his occasional speeches and writings which are
thought of very highly by those whose opinions on
matters Tamil do count.

I wish Mr. Sargunar long years of peaceful life

and our mol&her—lang?.7
TRUE- COPIES OF -SOME:- TESTIMONIALS

Mr. Sargunar joined the stafl of the school in
1914 (September) and so far the last 14 years has
been devoting himself to the teaching work of this
school.

In addition to his work as Senior Tamil Pandit
he has been engaged in teaching other vernacular
languages when Pandits of the necessary ability and
learning were not available.

Thirdly, he adds to his learning as a Pandit,
valuable knowledge of the scholarship and literature
-of the English language.

In all these subjects he has combined with the
love of his work and the school, the humility and
unassuming spirit, which is the peculiar .mark of the
scholar. Of the quality of his work asa Tamil
Pandit, it is superflucus for me to speak. He has
brought this school up to a recognized position as a
place where the wisdom stored upin the ancient
language of India can be studied and loved, and
beyond these successes, the mere fact, as I under-
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stand, that he only leaves us to take up work as
Senior Tamil Pandit of a College speaks for itself.
His presence here has been a great help to the
school and though he will still help us with his
guidance and advice, yet his presence in the class
room, his firmness combined with affection will be
greatly missed by myself, and also by the rhasters
and boys.

Lastly the affectionate regard which all his
pupils have for him, is perhaps the most eloquent
and sure testimony of the worth of his character.

As a scholar, as a teacher, as a disciplinarian
and a friend, we have valued his work here, and we
wish him all success in the future.

(Sd.) G. M. WITHERS,
Principal, St. Paul's High School,
Vepery, Madras.

Mr. S. D. Sargunar, B. A. has been on the
staff of St. Paul’s throughout my term of office and
for some years before. He is one of the most
valued members of the staff. His main work has
been that of Senior Tamil Pandit. His Tamil
Scholarship is well known in Madras and he is the
author of several books which are in general use.
But with his scholarship and love of language he
combines a rare faculty of teaching and a strong
power of discipline. His teaching is always asked
or by the boys, and this is no mean tribute as his
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standard is very high and his marking very strict,
nor does he ever pander to the popular taste by
becoming a mere examination crammer. To him
belongs the fascination which is the reward of the
true teacher.

Mr. Sargunar is also responsible for the English
grammar of the VI Form, and for the English
grammar syllabus throughout the school.

His loyalty, modesty and steadfastness have
been a great example. I shall always be proud of
having worked with him at St. Paul’s.

(5d.) KenneETH C. Mc.PHERSON,

Principal, St. Paul’s High School,
Vepery, Madras.

Mr. Samuel D. Sargunar is the Tamil Pandit
of this school. He is the History graduate of the
Madras University.

He has a wide reputation as a TFamil scholar,
and his achievements in Tamil Examinatiéns and
literature speak for themselves.

I can testify to his excellence’ of character, and
that he is very willing and hard-working Pandit.
He has done excellent work in this school in teaching
Tamil, and he has also been a successful teacher of
Engtish and History at various times.

(Sd) H. J. EDMONDS,
Principal, St. Paul’s High School,
Vepery, Madras.
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Mr. S. D. Sargunar B. A., is the Senior Tamil
Pandit of St. Paul's High School, Vepery. He
joined the school twelve years ago and has been
doing, not only Tamil work, but was also entrusted
sometimes with English work in the ‘High School
Classes. He is now teaching English in Form VI
in addition to his legitimate work. He knows
Telugn, Canarese, and Malayam and was teaching
Telugu and Malayalam Translation for about three
years, when the Pandits of these languages were
not qualified to teach the subject. IIe has got
valuable testimonials regarding his work and
scholarship. He is a sound scholar in Tamil language
and spends a great part of his spare time in the
study of the different Dravidian languages.

He has been found very capable in handling
Tamil'and English in the High School Classes. He
is a very popular teacher, enthusiastic and earnest
in his work. He was very punctual and regular in
attending to his duties, which he performed to the
entire satisfaction of every Principal under whom
he had the privilege to work in the school.

(sd.} S. P. ARUMAINAYAGAM,
Principal, St. Paul's High School,
Vepery, Madras.
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From the ‘Alma Mater’ P, 17,
(St. Paul’s, Vepery.)

“If there was one in the institution who thought
it his life mission to spread knowledge for its own
sake, it was my master the Pandit Sargunar. He
was the one who taught me most, helped me most,
improved me most. The Pandit was gentle and
kind to his students, and commanded a uniform
love and veneration from all the students in return.
He was a profound scholar, a broad -minded critic,,
a linguist, and a philosopher. His judgments were
always tempered with thought, and spiced with
reason. Nothing can wipe out such a worthy man
from the tablet of our memory.”

M. T. VEDACHALAM, B.A, B.L.,
Advocate.
From the Madras Christian College, Magazine.
(September 1937, P. 29.)

“A crowded meeting last term testified to the
popularity of Mr. Sargnnar with his Tamil students,
and it was with sincere regret that -we bade himn
farewell after his long years of fine service in the
college. Yet we are glad that his connection with the
college is not entirely severed, and that he was
good enough to pay us a visit and occupy the chair
at the inavgural meeting of ithe Tamil Sangham
in July. We are glad to think that he can still find
time to come and talk to us out of the fulness of his
experience, with the same kindly twinkle in his eye
that belies any possible severity in his words.”
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The Rev. Dr. V. J. R. ASIRVATAM,
(B-A,LM. &8.)
wrote on 30-12-1926.

“Mr. S. D. Sargunar has been known to me
throunghout my student career. In his student
career, he was treated more as an equal hy such
distinguished Pandits as Messrs. V. M. Satagopa
Ramanujachariar, V. G. Suryanarayana Sastriar,
and Vedachalam Pillai (now Swami Vedachalam),
than as a scholar.”
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Mr. S. D. Sargunar as a Tamil lecturer ::
P.S. MARTHANDAM,
Old Student.
I understand that to celebrate the 61st birth
day of our respected and learned guru Mr. Sargunar
many would have contributed their quota in the
form of appreciation of him and his works.

So far as I can give any opinion, he is simple,
sincere, shrewd and above all straight forward.
Much more can be said in prise of him, but I know
he would little welcome such an appreciation.

As a student of Intermediate during the past
two years, I found that there was not a single
student who had not appreciated his teaching or
had not concieved his magical powers of teaching.
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The majority of students he had to deal with
were only average students and a few below average.
How with this type of students he established 90
and 92% of passess in the University examinations
is difficult to understand. Yet we may atfribute the
success to his method of teaching.

The poetry text which was intended for two
years, he divided into two equal halves. The easier
portion he did during the junior class. The difficult
-of the other half he taught during the early part of
the senjor class and the rest he completed during
the remaining term. Taking the easier half of the
text in the junior class he gave a sound footing.
Dealing with the more difficult of the second half
during the early part of the second year enabled us
to understand them well and at leisure, tand to give
those portions many more revisions than we could
if he had taken them up during the latter part of the
second year.

Then the mere reading he gives at the outset
forms an explanation by itself. His reading, so slow,
syllable by syllable, word by word, seems more a
reading of the prose than of poetry. When after
this he gives the word meaning the stanza is clearly
understood. This he does too quickly to be taken
down, in order to prevent our taking down. He
thinks, if I may say so and if my judgment is not
wrong, that by taking down the students’ attention
is drawn in merely copying and not to retain what
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he says. Though we differed from his views in the-
initial stages we concurred with him later on im
his views.

The explanation he gives as regards metonymy
synecdoche and other minor details of grammar; it
is needless to say that they are so interesting that
none could forget, try however much they may.
He does not believe as some do that such a state-
ment as Karaikal Ammaiar marched head down
to Mt. Kailas or that King Dasaratha reigned for
sixty thousand years or that Maha Vishnu takes his
bed on a huge snake floating on the milk-sea.
During suth occasions and in general his humorous:
anecdotes are so many a minute and so many
an hour.

He has realised that in his capacity as a
lecturer his object was not to make the students-
scholars but to make them successful in their exami-
nations, and rightly did he adopt the method of
defining and stressing the essential and passing over
the irrelavent. ‘Every stanza is not important’ said.
he, ‘once.’

Teachers sometimes omit vulgar stanzas to-
avoid disturbance or if they explained nothing but
the explanation of such a stanza would have formed
the work for that period. What does our revered
guru do on such occasions ? He reads such stanzas.
as he reads others, with not a smile in his face, or
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probably with a more serious look. This puts a stop:
to all hooting and laughing.

The weekly examinations he held were:
thorough. He exhausted all probable questions.
Each and every question of the University paper is-
found in one or other of the papers given by our
Guru during the course of two years.

In all his examinations his complaint was that:
our answers were poor and:our regret was that his
valuation was strict. It was this strict valuation
that enabled us to answer at ease the University
paper and secure an undoubted pass.

In addition to the benefit I derived from the-
class, my learned guru was kind enough to offer
personal help for which he refused to take any
remuneration. The benifit I derived personally is-
too great to be expressed and I shall ever be grate-
ful to him. Despite the fact that he knew me more
than he knew any other student in the class, he
never made a pet of me nor was my mark increased.
Even then I used to fail in most of his examinations.-

Mr. S. D. Sargunar :
K. RAMASWAMY,
Student Senior B. A., Class,
Madras Christian College.
Mr. S. D. Sargunar is the first teacher of
Tamil under whom I came to take an interest in the
study of Tamil. The most notable feature of the
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‘man was his unruffled serenity. His own desire was
to lead his pupils to take a lively interest in the
study of Tamil, instead of looking upon it as a task
for examination.

Extraordinarily brilliant, he left a lasting
impression on all who came into contact with him.
Slow and deliberate of manner, one never knew what
he was going to say or how long he will continue
to say it; but what he did say was worth waiting
‘for. With all that he ‘was no vain talker. His
analysis was clear and his criticism profound. In him
I found a perfect modern version of the ideal
ancient guru.

As a lecerurer of Tamil he was unrivalled. His
lectures were illuminating, intresting and instructive.
His scholarly assimilation of the subject, his original
presentation of the same, his gentle but telling
remarks—all these qualities are too innumerable to
narrate. His close touch with the language is
something marvellous. There was perfect silence,
order and discipline within the class. His manners
maintain the class‘in wrapt attention. Not by
and wearing were stately and dignified. He was
both lenient and strict, resereed and sociable. In
him there were only seeing or apparent contradict-
ions.

He was a source of incalcueable influence in
shaping the minds and maners of many. He had
been to many a judge, philosopher and friend.
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Never we have gone to him for help .and4éturned
disappointed. Whesever’ hg gt a'student outside
the college, he wouldgstailé gently and inquire after
his welfare.

He has definite principles in life and he strictly
adheres to them. He always cherished the maxim
“Courage of conviction is necessary for success in
life.”” He is above all class hatred.

The great teacher like the creator has more
sympathy with the weak and the erring; and Sargunar
is of that role of teacher. He was a maun of rare
gentleness and amiability fulfilling the duties of
his stations, looking for no other praise or reward
but the consciouseness of the duty well done. Iam
bound to bow to him with gratitude and love and to
reserve for him one of the formost ranks in the
brilliant galaxy of born teachers.

Truly Mr. Sargupar is a noble example for
his pupils to follow.

Congratulation to Mr. S.D. S. ::
S. P. ARUMANAYAGAM, B.A. L. T.
I offer my hearty Congratulations to my friend,
Pandit, S. D. Sargunar B.A, on the completion of
the 60th year of his age, and pray that his life of
nsefulness in the field of Tamil Literature may be

extended for many more years to come.
8
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I had the privilege of having been the Pandit’s
Colleague in a High School for several years, and
entertained a high admiration for his scholarship in
Tamil Literature, and his habit of reading books
on several Languages at all times. His knowledge
of several of the Dravidian Languages has enabled
him to make a comparative study of their Literature.

He won the esteem and regard of his students
by his sincere love for them, some of whom, who
had special aptitude for Tamil, were helped forward
by him in their studies during his leisure hours—a
labour of love. He is worthy of the honour they
wish to bestow on him on his retirement from
service after his 60th year of age.

In spite of his scholarship, linguistic talents,
and other striking qualities of head and heart, he
was unostentatious in nature, never seeking to make
a display of the gifts he possessed.

I wish him good health and a quiet life during
retirement.

My Respected Master::

J. T. KANAKARA]J, M. A.
Demonstrator in Physics,
Madras Christian College, Thambaram.
If T ever think of the chivalry of ancient India,
I think of Mr. Sargunar who is to me a typical
example of the flower of ancient Indian chivalry. If
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I ever think of the gurus of ancient India, it is again
of Mr. Sargunar that I think. If Mr. Sargunar had
lived in days long gone by he would have been an
exemplary guru, and the very quintessence of
chivalry. Now in the world of the modern day, and
under conditions very different, he is in the fitness
of things, the shining figure of a perfect gentleman
of the old order, kind, courteous, cultured, and
chivalrous, one of whom, not only his students, but
all who came in contact with him, can say with one
accord, “There goes a man.”

It is difficult for me to think of Mr. Sargunar
the teacher, as distinct from Mr. Sargunar the man.
I cannot imagine the two as distinct from each other,
because to me, Sargunar the teacher is Sargunar
the man, and Sargunar the man is Sargunar the
teacher.

It is impossible for anyone who has not listened’
to him to realise the depth and the width of his
outlook and of his culture. It is impossible for
anyone who has not been his student to realise the
extent of his knowledge. Nothing thati I can say
can ever convey this adequately to the reader.

No professor has been treated with more res-
pect than Mr. Sargunar has always been. He wasa
great man different in every way from the ordinary
lecturer in Indian language, and the students knew
it. Coupled with respect went love, and affection,
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not of the “hail fellow well met” type but some-
thing rooted and steeped in reverence. I wonder
how many professors and lecturers there have beenr
in this College of whom a student has said ‘I love
him as I love my father.” We his students, who love
him likewise, present our tribute to him, not on
paper, but in our hearts he is enshrined. Mr.
Sargunar though not with us at college, is yet
alwayswith us for his name, and his memory lingers
sweetley in our hearts. May God bless him.

A Keen Student of Human Nature ::

I, G. SIROMONI MANUEL, B. A.,
(An old Student.)
I have much pleasure in paying a tribute to my
revered Master, Mr. S. D. Sargunar. His classes
were very lively and interesting and like a wizard
he used to hold his class spell-bound by his sage
counsels, persuasive influence and urbane personality.
He was a keen student of human nature. He under-
stood his students just as a father understands his
children. 1 remember his last words in the last class
in my B.A., when he made a touching appeal to his
students to have a soft corner {or him in our hearts.
Mr. Sargunar can be rest assured that we have the
warmest and the softest corner for him. May he be
spared for many more years of useful service to the
public.



117

A Man of Contented Spirit =
R. CHELLAIYA, B.A, B.L,
Old Student.

I was a student under Mr. S. D. Sargunar in
my High School and College classes. He is a great
Scholar in Tamil Literature. Endowed with a
profound knowledge of mankind he has a courageous,
cheerful and contented spirit little affected by the
outward show of things but prone to dwell upon
their inward and essential virtues. I wish him long
life and happiness.
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AN ADDRESS OE EAREWELL.
0

M.R.Ry. S. D. SARGUNAR Avl, B.A,
Lecture in Tamil, Madras Christian College, Madras.

Revered Sir,

It is with unmixed sorrow that we, learning of
your impending retirement, have met here this
evening to pay you the homage of thanks-giving and
to ask of you a Guru’s blessing. Our sorrow at
parting from you is too genuine for mere utterance
and too deep for expression.

The Madras Christian College has had, in the
past ten years, the rare distinction of having on its
staff an eminent Tamil Scholar of established repu-
tation in the whole of the Tamil-speaking part of
this province—a distinction which the College owes
to the wisdom and far-sighted policy of the late
Dr. William Meston, who it was that discovered
your merits and, on the advice of Mr. Rajagopal
Rao, offered you the place on the staff which you
have flled for ten years with distinction to yourself
and immense benefit to your students.

Your classes, characterised as they have always
been by simplicity of speech, lucidity of expression,
profundity of linguistic lore, originality of criticism
and sustained interest, were looked forward to with
expectation of enjoyment. Studies. under your
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direction were turned, for us to pleasurable pursuit
and books became fields for exploration and dis-
covery. Though often we grumbled at the stiffness
of your question-papers and the high standard of
your marking the answers, we did realise that the
brilliant results produced by the College in the
University Examinations in Tamil more than
justified your rigid adherence to a high standard in
Tamil teaching. The promptness with which our
written exercises were corrected and returned,
combined with the fact that you had not, in the ten
years of service in the College, availed yourself of a
day’s leave on personal grounds, leads us to feel
that you are still in the enjoyment of robust health
and have many more years of active service still left.

It was not alone in the class-room that we
learnt to value your erudition and powers of exposi-
tion. Your addresses delivered at the meetings of
the Tamil Sangam and of the South Indian Tamil
Academy of which you are still the President have
won the admiration of Tamil scholars for profundity
of learning, depth of thought, lucidity of interpreta
tion of obscure Hindu rites and ceremonies, and
variety and richness of imagery. To this is due the
fact that you count among those who sit at your
feet "and learn of you not only youthful students
like us but also grown-up ones who themselves lay
claim to considerable scholarship in Tamil literature.
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We entertain the hope that in your retirement you
will continue to serve the Tamil language, enriching
it by further contribution to its literature.

Our indebtedness to you is not confined to
Tamil. We owe you more for the example that you
have set us by your stern sense of duty and sterling
character. Desire for favour or fear of censure are
foreign to your nature. *‘Be just and ‘fear not” is
written across your life and work. May that life
be spared long and that work continue for years, if
not within the four walls of this College, outside in
the larger arena where your worth will be esteemed-
and your work appreciated by larger numbers.

Revered Guru, permit. us now to bid you good-
bye and in doing so we beg you to accept this small
souvenir as a token of our high regard for your
eminent scholarship and grateful appreciation of
your parental love.

May the blessings of Him whose faithful
servant you have been be with you in your
retirement is our fervent prayer.

We remain,
Revered Sir,

Your Devoted and Dutiful Students
of the Madras Christian College

Christian College,
and the Members of Tamil Sangam.

The Madras }
26th February 1937.
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