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"In like manner, they (the Pallis) claim that the founder of the
Chidambaram temple, by name Sweta Varman, subsequently known as
Hiranyavarman (sixth century A.D.) was a Pallava King. At Pichavaram,
four miles east of Chidambaram, lives a Palli family, which claims to be
descended from Hiranya Varman. A curious ceremony is even now
celebrated at Chidambaram temple on the steps leading to the Central
sanctuary. As soon as the eldest son of this family is married, he and his
wife accompanied by a local Vellala, repair to the sacred shrine, and
there, amidst crowds of their eastemen and others, a homam (sacrificial
fire) is raised, and offerings are made to it. The couple are then anointed
with nine different kinds of holy water, and the Vellala places the temple
crown on their heads. The Vellala who officiates at this ceremony, assisted
by the temple priests, is said to belong to the family of a former minister
of a desendant of Hiranya Varman. It is said that as the ceremony is a
costly one, and the expenses have to be paid by the individual who
undergoes it, it often happens that the eldest son of the family has to
remain a bachelor for half his life time."“*
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Revenue Department

No.176

Extract from the minutes of consultation under date 4th March 1844.
Read the following:

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue submitting a letter from the
Collector of South Arcot and recommending that sanction may be granted
from the payment of certain cavil pension from the commencement of
Fusly 1252 and also recommending that the pension granted to the
cavilgar of Periya Vagapoo may be increased to Rs.771-9-8 and paid in
arrear from the date from which it was conferred.

Para 1. The maost noble the Governor in Council sanctions the life
pensions recommended by the Board of Revenue in para 1 of the
foregoing proceedings amounfing in the aggregate to Rupees (1073 -
10-8) one thousand and seventy three, annas ten and Pice Eight and
authorizes payment of the same being made from the commencement
of Fusly 1252,
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2. His Lordship in Council also grants authority for increasing the
pension authorized to the family of the late Pitchavaram Cavilgar from
Rupees 700-11-8 to Rupees (771-9-8) seven hundred and seventy one,
annas nine and Pice Eight, in arrear from the 16th June, 1842 the date
on which the former amount was sanctioned.

(Signed) G.L. Drewery
Chief Secretary

[True copy/
Reclan

Under Secretary to Government
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Proceedings of the Board of Revenue
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(Land Revenue)

2nd October 1893

No. 3086. - Routine
Read

Petition from Samidurai Surappa Solaganar son of Andiappa Sura Solaganar
Poligar of Pichavaram Chidambaram Taluk South Arcot Dt. dated (1893)

Endorsement:

Rejected not being accompanied by the originals or certificates and duly
Stamped copies of orders of the local officers including the Collector whom the
petitioner should address in the first instance.

2. Petitioner is however informed (that the petition be sent to) Government
direct, regarding the allowances.

W.S. Mayor,
Agricuiture Secretary.®
To
Petitioner
slfled 2 emergy.
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