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The Treatment of Nature in Sangam Literaturex

First Edition : 1957

Second Edition : 1969

Publisher : Saiva Siddhantha Works
Publishing Society, Madras.1,

Price : Rs. 8-00 Pages : 436

M. Varada:ajan‘'s Preface :

“The first part is on the treatment of Nature from the
point of view of the poetry and the pocts of the age. The
second part is devoted to study the subject from ihe point of
view of Natvre itself. The third part deals with the methods
in which Nature has been described in Sangam literature.’

The book was in its origin a thesis submitted by
Professor M. Varadarajanar to the University of Madras
Jor the Ph. D. degree in 1947,

Contents
Part I
The place of Nature in Sangam Literature
The Nature—poets of the Sangam Age

Part 1II
The Earth
The Sky
The Flora and Fauna
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Nature in Similitudes
Co-existence with Nature
Conclusion,
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@ssL@ag, Guw. of. Suanlsrureinierdmr wawl-
efprieevifley (ud. 89-99) 1956 b yaw® Qaelasss,

capsms ot sgbCurg s p@fn  GQErady s
CaL mind, 9 gGumer m GauQw® @emidyw aipligh aipds s
&S FTam VLB, WS sTOLIRQUT Saun e Hen D HEDITaE
Qerawre @ HéaBuarPon 7 @Gy sy, o1 Gisnws GlEme-
wrd epdsrd gaTy  Gpadody,  ‘aardudn’ 6D
Qe raBer, usy Guiomw o flvutst Gubyy i srad
Gerenrd) adrarg. Gsrestiuet Ghe s1§iisnm s 56
SIHSTOH (PHSTWSHED St PuUTEIUTES FBPET eTeTUM 5
gy infleodn, g, Qead wésTe s HEt o flu Gurgd
QFméd ety TsiwLIGD & 6T v GoflLiLIn T & H6v Gauatn (B b, ST 69 5
s amisspEgiu @ou flévas sb 657 HwiGsLndw
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Qapes Perdamwiysg w' @ vwdru@ug, @os s
CopréGan® gurileanise aparsl govwu@n., 1906

BrarerL. iy oo Lewarsg QUpaumss sa@T(d o awwnd
sTer .’

&P Oy

Qés@my, ' s8pisddei @sHa (Tamil culture —
Volume VIIL. No - 2, April - June, 1959 - pp. 84 - 92) 1959
b Haw @ Oeovalwren gy.

“ @ IUyN%r aeru g, D% & @ MLy erareyib, @ mUL
seeyd G pliLGh. sTeSms Qauellume wrs o oW 6o
wdh  GEOUNE evidgag @ALY AETEGETR e &
Qaréarindussnd @urmuu@mnuﬂ,@mm, < @ &mifléranw
Q8 pOpar dorwargy GHéEé GCamameniiuf s © By
sterpi ’ e dQGeeauengwi eferdeih shgererad. @My
oy ¢ G & Haeh  almwigeinel Oparwed, Cuuwrigurstt
G poves, Qurger @ tb aneh O @ard 06y erewr g th
Spss Quuitsefar suguwnat Gplusr. OsfSH% oFdr,
© Byt adrue .29 &Qen Haei Gl Govm B F 6ir pa,
Gean g, sne Qe 2% Qupmyeug 1 Isires g Quy gt o @wHer-
ey, Qumen, smerid, peienin W swnen Guwiri & Gen pelonn®
et gl olgBad Geidg, GQu.rere e, sflwi, povew g
W eaviey el s GEm e e hsen 61687 L1 i th, gyemay @& MIL]
A% crerLgith, L0 Sew Quiysel Quidsst. seeurm
Heowhs Gundras s 1p salwen Hev mis Quuit¢@ET HeT 6168 &
Qsoaeh @p gl g by w sire . @il ey (36 & sur-
LT & pyeusTas Hem N R Fr Haeh  e1ew &G el ern o6y
Quuwislen hsar @@ m Qansh@psew Guimhgih. G-
»rwsg, Curnfurgridfurse Qubhp a0 G gofie), Q550 -

1. Gésl'@ogeows shesfuai Lrdit aphss
Fawapat G dw 9o isar.
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wrhpims apla Cunéehpg. AT R GFToda)s-
&S safCu angeub géry eau®; og ansRUSHO Hetrmy
S pwer e16085 Garp ety 28w @ @@ CFTaCe, angard-
srew QuuwgrslBeur, afsurelar QmésTL; LWE euens-
wred yEQeTdle ergpeunwrslair, vwahuurmsGair, Guw-
gL wiaBar, QFuin@@uirmer ipsaiveruTsGet @mss-
oTh, @odyel%n adarug gerpih @adw awugh, Ho
QuuwidGer paler Lwereuews GEré& Ty Gsamdrard-
UL ey eraiL g Ly,

DEHID HuHD

Pssl Gy, Geamlart udsdvs &ps Qeafufi_near
‘ gemaan 0 @Twew e fiFis ’ (Annals of Oriental Research)
@ s 1966 gub v ® (Volume XXI. Part] — pp. 1-12;
Qavefluimes g .

“ wsaefier eumpeiled o 585 %mQur wrpysdved Crisg
e Qun B gy, Grom fullesr 9y Juem_ & e gisen Pev o (pLosd
Q@ sPEsTRD EAs g wmRarpar. Fraveg Gugy. a6
wirder aargy ¢ san * dgh QeTererr @uidau  @)era pw
Qués aupsRe aramHBmn. GasTosriIunt © sar@arm®
Fagyb’ aern GSHrsSHe Qs s pRmr. Gras®
aravsear QsThea, mbg ATaser Hapser TETME ST
F@pth, adgasepth erarm ‘2. 'aw GeisGl opswad
@sresTodumn C @QhrSoisar yHE5° erirayh GEHTE~
Bé s GR@. ewi Q&n HBeralujh @ H&F1HLb. LIGTGHLD S -
s Qerpash 2 wi QsrpReorclwne apisuem s’ Sud -
Qb BsusHaub &mevw e, Qe ¢ yeusir * aTed myth
‘B @ yow U, dww, © e ! el b ¢ B Heir
ereir g QU @O s QUEUTES STSI@TD. N,
@ p CuéFer Qv Qualmser ssweenomeny © [ ° e oy
GPEGh UpEsD 2.aTang. FEs QERUL psH SpHET®
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Foifubyor Goé6wss aib 8 ésman U Dnlum 56
gneseurb, ?
OB AL T
@Qes@mo, Ceardml uUdslvdsws Gaafufi_ner
Annals of Oriental Researeh @586 (Volume XXII Part]-
pp. i—7) 1968 Qauefwrer g.

“Quuis@erd Qunminé @OCug. g o cindmr-
Yy Slsmenwiutd s ond, Fo Guuwid G&Tphad Qzef-
adery Bopkdrpar.  Qeradn Crmésrwe O Fodaler
Gurmnr Gpré@Bu H%w o augssdsmauns o 6ierer.
ddmsQen podr  gnaw  eewnds CGauavins Hiw umed
ey semiss e awpferper., Guis wpime
HUgTiih e 6 peuruley B Lne) sTai LB e,
Cuémed BalCQumher Diew Lt aay  YRws Hespuyth
allrapBgy 2aMigsd snemeTh. ‘e Q&g gyms’
ag@uge (QFi+ s+ o6 +2@s) seier ‘ome (2.B&6T
oauger Sifly) eaug Gal Qurler ewheer oewidg-
Bpg. ‘erms’ aergyb @é&demiv, gad udtentn ol ip Holsé
setd ofigBursla epigRng. ‘Gelymsed aerLHd
‘emsen’ adug ddgH. ‘cms’  adrug G OGUWiE
Cendvsfer Bfiungw. OsbBa ‘geavy’ Tausg ‘oms
eaumgl  Gune  oeuel gyih, wperefenpfer 2 poy
2 it Sgith of%wud guth & p 51.”

DT HHILM ©_& 1D

@és@eng, 1961 oub v @ Qusfaups, @&
FE5758 ZTHUBLYS 5196 6 Bar 9y S0 St merg Gevarl
W @alpr wadle (us. 23— 28) O bQupog.

“Y®, UT@ wsdluiahdr mpPe o drer o agih goi s
SGwmuns w@ENg adug sTe@Pad gpsdu o el
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&S, YiHG 26T ¢l FhmriTs aimuCsTH T
Cargru . @fysar Crr1ganny &6 5 HG6TEE D @6l S Sev_-
wrseyb seeang. GHg 2 eTb sLwWTs BHDd Sydsuerey
QYrrwluL ey, o s Y@@ o FWUMET aI(ble 6T6T Iy
oot g Qurm G, 'giiu u@mssdy aergi. erasTd
Gerdvalenr o gy Iyergy ererugd, ewid@uer  augmph
safeowtBurd aufisowbs gl s5%mGu a6ru g S
s@wsHLUCuT gy, YPEHT a7 RGN, el s g G @D
@poersmer upl dodgl s, 0S5gweg Guwrfuld
Quinl mpé Gerpaer aoeTd eérd QU Y S
aGEHE sTLguerernd, sder. $Be, B ey sFoDF
QerHaests e ggh Qupy gpueumsSFE sy, Fo - Qeway
616l MILb, L& - LVay eTer miib vt s Q&T HaHdm & ST ig.ufer-
enii. QT gy @l o ey FRQuUMm D OFT Dadr QsHw &-
& Pobduny wpBgsiad GHlsasb & pPlyersrd,
Qsrasriwend, ‘gfu a@md’ o&Jih Tewd sawL. @)bs
@ Sg %, sui sTewgsBa QFou’g odugsrr epad)
Qetren i glorud G&th eupphiGuSTIIDD 16T p 2 ergevb;
yeeun ) elppasd @ ST meR) SGererid, GeildHbamtiuns B m-
Gs1@ vewTwe, RelSFAL s e Corntd SESGL &
wiT syt slermBw g ereir i, P QT paafiav Far f wsmowr s -
&1 Qs g et b e-ewrgevnh, G Eerdar o seflve h o
e @safier euardF FFUI)  @revT UG b PURB DG e D aer
yméarh &rgemwrs @HnpoCuned, Gerphsefer Hmwids
Gperwsgeo Griss ouafbde @is pds5%T oard
(8opsrQpt ‘HPw aw@d’ ea7epb) sroauwrs B oo
o_gwrgevmb.’’

2 5555 11T'50. 8> & 555F 1D

QéoL’ Devg, Cuon@fwi &bgrvdartar B 2%reyuwafa
(us. 152—155) @b Puibpgr. 1957 b gyearged sps
Qavafufrs @bwer Qalefleyssg.
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“ o aemw @HED - e s - T@RSHE STLH 20D,
9P g Qurssd aran g Cupul® sy o au®. oaigh
Qeravsnifur yorpeop ddfdeyu. elerssaliiade. syendaer
v H@h HQLUL LTS 2 aeen el 3w, I Sedleir
o S%ul G sewaldude ofereBuwerernid.  sBh@wmyf
werth QupDPsHE FHp wostld ywuTessew g Fer
aaridd yomuwtaleGu adug st aumésh @dmeals-
R pg. ewlaw Qediyelsd meowyd ueCam IPG-
sTIGh. YHS JAPGEETY QuTgoms urgur® QEdsTd
CGurgn, GgrasTiiur gbe ool D@ & sner oler&std
Bhari. e Gurfuids odrer gemsTy FTew S IE s
&atw sy QurARuuiiysanss Qelig Qurhps @ ST mE-
wselr o9mGBe, Iherw yellewssen  wertER G0,
gorsewiBed e Quryl spo  sPyaGlud St
WL Gl mrevadn rmiEsiem gawed oig Gu Sp55 S
& gpuermeni.  YaledacT B0  a@SsSeTLLTES
SBEHGY  umpw  preseid QuiImsSurer @) HS6T
Qeowromwwiw, velsiylslbrg srGw  @Quidé &7
Caiedww, yeiren g’

o0se QevdhEus winy

Qe Gy, Lasit sm.a. @raTapi &5 yeuriseflew
DL SCETITD YT Galpn ey wafle— ¢S Qw6 : @it
2&85746° (An insight into Tamilology) mredee-(wé. 17-23)

Qb Qupg eaerg. 1972 9k oy @pord  Qeved-
wrew gy,

“ems QwiRud QUL gy <y ANwCmeuT gyib
Spunerenw sellur, wfure & % Bwes Hey @b G Horin -
Ler,  Qembygen ey sms gy, g@uciur &b, Ly b
ap @rawg HEn o fugy aargGlsrarads Qurmwpsib.
saliura) uluT @ pasdeleow Bésaraml weésefdr
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o aiardadm i seutaew g sadlen FoaflaEs el Gurm
UL (R&a%m Yo Dpd uTH S AL s g eTer g G srsTNIW-
@t spBet Guignb. Fus srwdgy HFPPLLIUTES e
QUL uneILUTE mar FHDY pd Fgrd yamwwiQdu b -
enew. BTHETGWTS oG s P oeraen. o1 gms, GioTdew-
% up SO Quigih a@aTied REsUSHEIu CGuilsTas
& P, oo i FNEGLD & DU HEG1D R Ew S GGG 1 Hali_th
Bl Ger i, Qoeusssr LT HHeUD (P HTW WTLLY udE&ET F1L QL
urt_sscflpsGs aargy eaugwTd, Qo ssT@S55 30,
oot pg H@WQUHD wriy engeudisafar gdwume, fw
OILg UGG LRI T &ETTE) LITHL GO L GoT . (D61 6601 LIT, D% ou6D,
S Hh wpHIILI LT LT 6T B HEHET Iy B HTLOD, E&TEV & Flab
Ppg wedu @eslum eadr soilw apm&lo urgGurd
e gpsafwe HPG G b QUnIE®D &1 5T @Th. 3 mar BT,
vpisTws s QesPus g G bEu Do BensluTL &%
Licnew &5 eré @B ssmi Guir gy, G dumplnr 3 ew
LML g.6Y LML _GUTLD GTGH I 6u s WIGH MULLD FRE&STOSEN @b b-
&8, RoAun@sr LpBSLUTL. FORTUUTC L LweH b
saTmyh gy Q-5s5ss.”

91D

@ésBog, Carma, s%ssFi Qwafic ma 1961 - &
Qeaatwrar Qg.Qur.. wallalwrwefed (usé. 307 — 314)

@b Gump G-

“ g awrp QFrile Y Tord GUEW wigabd
Quipmgr, & Gswupd aergyd amrdium @ & wpho
UL e suil b 2. 60 T 5 gy eu gl @ ST Wt ST & Glev gy
umé, Quemumé, @6rperuned, wsaTLTd YW BTG
urisaé@ efusrs QJois, IHpsrws G gerperLTe
UeafleruTre Guw Qe ® uTwemsS wi@w edusrs
apiigag. upseTasPe Hepstwssoe e.lusres sm-
SULLL®, aT@isnvSBodh e fugTs apad, @QéaTosPw
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o Brisnewgms i Gib sautsgarg Qesolurs Gamur®
YU FEeund, AGLh U s @) gy 67 S & e 9% ap Dl
e & QararasBes GQumbath. gib SIS G LIL I G60S GEtT-
ey, vedlsturdsende  efu agitare &@%rapHm
LG Goeler g cargus Qe Qeiiruyth arsirspitd
anur @ of%w  wp by g Ggeafia), sreth, @i th,
oug ey &M epsit gy auew s epib LT 1y SO D ‘b’ eTety gyyth
@4Cendd Quirmel guib wr gy sev Cuipmieren g1, g s y&aL-
Lurngen&iu yser Fuauner Qurmer — @eray  oyeraar~
e & T TSEILIGHENE. e wre cum 2.1 aruT L
Qur@sr 948w yBL Qurmdn @ew gy Q& &d QU pLbLIT gyth
sranEGmE. Cués wpsRa wHOweE wr g san Qs M-
garang. Safluns @mepen ¢ b’ Ty Fpeuen s I @,
‘et b’ e @y em apwts @arm Gués apsHo
2@eTg, ‘yth b’  orew Q6 Qsrihsars epBsTIHD
‘Yums’ aar em Qerd  Fieww st 8 L7 & 657 1D G
SrlCuUrEReé ¢ gyb® GpQerpeGarr® gl S| g,
aLa@url Qo Gurgeldeisy Qe Ga gt Qi peir-
&&ail wy1h eiiggiousmuibgy.  oycusim gy QL9 eploulb
Qerpser gy AGH apHp QDEr D Guwiserms o 6 erer.
‘QUBU’ U ger LD T E AWBE f YB' eTeUF SHTELI-
Gurs&er Qunmer gy s Quppifer wpewnlaris ey Gasr®
Qariy @awrs safeumrpay Qup g elermt@® mat eTew -
e,

Literary Theories in Early Tamil — BEttuttokai

This article appeared in the ° Proceedings of the first
International Conference Seminar of Tamil Studies’ {Volume
Two) which held in 1965 at Kuala Lumpur - Malaysia. The
volume is published by International Association of Tamil Re-
search in 1969.  The article appeared from page 45 to 54.

This article also appeared in Tamil culture.
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 The poems of the theme of love are all in the form of
dramatic monologues. The poet merges himself in the
characters he creates and does not, as in subjective poetry in
an ordinary narrative, describe or relate in his own person
and from the outside. The dramatic element commouly
appears more or less prominently in the shapc of dialogue,
There might have been some autobiographical material in-
corporated by the poet in such poems, but it is not always easy
to distinguish these elements. The ancieut poets, were well
known for their self - respect and dignity and they felt it very
delicats to approach a cheiftain and directly ask him for a gift.
But they found it agreeable to please them by singing the glory
of his ancesstors or his own achievements or praising the beauty
or fertility of his mouatains and forests, and thus indirectly in-
dicate to him their request for his gift. Even in the descriptions
which extended to more than six lines and which form part of
the monologues of the hero, we find that he restricts himself or
two or three aspects of the physical bzauty of his sweet heart
and never transcends the limits of decency. Sexual passions
have been purged of their obscenity through dignified poetic
touches. ”’

Neytal (Pinning) in Akananuru

This article appeared in Annals of Oriental Research
(Vol. XXX part I — 1969 - pp. 1-6)

“ Akananuru, one of the five anthologies dealing with
ideal love. It belongs to pre-christian period. It base 400 poems.
Every tenth of this anthology is on Neytal, one of the five
regions of the country. The aspect identified with that region is
pinning. On the whole 40 poems of Akananuru belong to
Neytal. There all are not on the theme of pinaing ; all of them
depict the maritime region but many deal with theme of wunion
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or kurunci. Only two out of the forty stanzas on Neytal deal
with the concerned wripporul or theme proper. Hence it is
evident that Neyial or pinning was not so popular among the
Sangam poets. This aspect of love was not so deep rooted in

the folksongs. The classification of Neytal was not based on
facts. >’

A Type of Apostrophes in Sangam Literature

This article presented in the Third International
conference Seminar of Tamil Studies at Paris in 1970. Tt
appeared in the Proceedings of Third Interuational Conference
Seminar volume from page 91 to 96 which published in 1973
by Institut Francais D’ indologic, Pondichery.

Also appeared in Anpals of Oriental Research
(Vol. XXIII, part I - 1971 pp. 1-7).

“The poet imagine the heroine of the hero to be in an
intense co-existence with nature that they passionately express
to those objects their feelings of desolation duriog separation.
The grammarian explains them as the result of the psychological
upset caused by the emotienal tension and disappointment of
the lovers. The pcets thus imagine her to get some relief
through these expressions. A request is made on such
occasions to a particular bird to serve her as a meesenger to
her lover and make him realise her suffering. The heroine
believes that if he is somehow informed of her despair and
desolation. he will surely come to her and relieve her of her
distress. There are six such apostrophes in Sangam literature.-
All of them are appeals of the heroine or her confidante to
birds and a crab to serve as messengers to thehero. Here in
poetry intoxicates the sninds of the readers by words with a
recurrent patiern, an archetype of the theme of love. In these
apostrophes Sangam literature has preserved this earliest type
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of sophisticated make - believe evolved from the folk - songs
of that pattern. This may be said as the earliest of this type
in Indian Literature.”’

The Mystic poems of saint Tayumanavar

This article is appeared in the volume ‘Essays in
Philosophy’ - presented Dr. T.M P. Mahadevan on his 50th
Birth day in 1962 from pp 326 — 333.

¢ Saint Tayumanavar lived in Tamilnadu during the
reign of Vijaya Ranga Chokkanatha in the early 18th century.
He found the aesthetic language of mystic saints useful and
adopted the images of those love Iyrics to give expression to
his feelings of unrequired love as well as to his joy of commu-
nion with God. [In this mystic language, the soul of the
devotee is the lady — love or bride yearning for the love of
the bridegroom, God. In Akdrapuvanam he himself compares
his feelings of separation from God with those of the lady -
love  suffering  unbearable despair ( Tayumanavar —
Akarapuvanam — 32). In Painkilikkapni, the saint expresses
his keen desire to attain salvation and frequently resorts to
the language of bridal mysticism. Anandakkalippu or the
Exultation of Bliss is the third work of the saint. 1In
consonance with this title, the poet sings of his rejoicing over
the communion with God. This lyric is full of philosophical
expression interspersed with bridal mysticism. A saint to
whom the world is a snare and sexual pleas ures a delusion
has herein sough the language of erotic love to express the

sy

cravings of his soul or bliss.

The Breeze and the storm
This article is appeared in ‘Essays On Bharathi —volume II,
which is published in 1962 by Calcutta Bharathi Tamil Sangham
from pp. 131 - 139.
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“Bharathi was a poet born to breath fresh life into the
dead bones of a decadent society without losing himself in the
childish games of world play and the prejudices of pedantary.
According to Bharathi’s refigions this world is all alike the play
of the Mother and everybody is an instrument, a toy or a lute
in Her bands. Bharathi was inspired by the teachings of Swami
Vivekananda and it is only those who have read his teachings
than can will understand and appreciate this poem on ‘The
Dance in the Final Destruction’. [a Chidambaram, Shakti, the
mother is a loving Mother swining with benevolence and
witnessiug  the cosmic dance of Lord Siva, whereas in
Tiruvalankadu She is the dancing amidst all the mighty forces
of devastation. Bharathi worships the Mother in both these
aspects and his two poems are illustrative of this. Soth the
poems are remarkable examples of his excellent mastry of the
Tamil language and his poetie abilities to make music; out of
ordinary simple words. The poet so handles very simple words
as to inspire us with his heart rending and  soul-stirring
experiences, The choice of words, the turn of phrases and the
structure of sentences, the peculiar and appropriate rhythm and
cadence are all significant of the great poet Bharathi who has

put himself into 1he poetry.  They are all aglow with the
exquisite brilliance of his creative art.”

The influence of Folklore on Tamil literature

This article appeared in Annals of Oriental Research
{vol. XXIII - part I 1970 - pp- 1~17).

*The early traces of folk motif in Tamil literature are
found in Ainkuruuru. The influence of folk songs on I
Adikal was strong that there are many references to them in
Cilappathikaram.  Sajnt Manickavacakar bas used the
‘Ammanai’ form in Tiruvacagam. Periyalvar, Andal and

ango
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Tirumangaialvar, the vaishnava devotees have made use of the
forms of folksongs. The mystic poets called Siddhars always
adopted songs cindu and orher folk metres. A type of folk
play is pallu. Another folk drama called Nondi Natakam was
given literary form in the 17th century. Many ballads came to
be written in the folk-metres.”

The Negative participles in Tamil

This article appeared in  Annals of Oriental Research
(Volume XX part I & 11 pp. 1-6).

“The values of old Tamil, like those of other Dravidian
languages, denote negation not by seperate words but by adding
negative marker to the verbal base. The tense marker is absent
in the negative finite verbs and this led the grammariaos to think
that the'absence of the tense marker indicates the negation of
the action devoted by the verb. But it is not true. Negative
marker is there in every negative verb. In modern negative
forms a separate word ‘illai’ is added to the verb to denote
negation. Tolkappiyam, has made us of 16 negative verbal
participles and 36 pegative relative participles .

Verbal Nouns in Tamil

~ This article appeared in Annals of Oriental Research
(Vol | XXI. Part 11-1957 pp. 1-6).

) “In earlier stage no difference existed between Nouns and
Verbs, Senavaraiyar states that the verbal roots denote merely
the actions and are therefore verbal nouns. He also observes
that this is the view of Tolkappiyanar in as much as he includes
vinaittogai in irupeyarottu. Nachinarkkiniyar declares that all
vér bal roots are second person singular imperatives. These
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nouns are termed by the grammarians as mudalnilaittolir peyar.
During the third stage the verbal nouns are effected by adding
1o the roots some suffixes. Verbal nouns (tolirpeyar) are
different from participial nouns (vinaiyalapnaiyum peyar). Verbal
nouns are used as infinitives in the other Dravidian languages.”

The Spoken And Literary Language in Modern Tamil
Literature

This article appeared in Indian Literature volume VIII
No. I in 1965 from page 82 to 89.

“*Tamil writers do not generally write in the regional
colloquial language, as they are aware 1hat works written in
the spoken language do not reach a greater number of readers.
The best that we can expect from a creative writer is not to
wander too far from the current spoken language by mak"mg
use of archaic and pedantic literary forms. Tamil has a literary
tradition which is about iwenty centuries old, and hence it is
almost impessible to break away from it and create literary
works in the modern spoken language. Language is the most
democratic of all institutions and has its own way of growth
and development from the foundations of old traditions. The
influence of the spoken language on the literary language had
been recognised by the grammarians as early as in the eleventh
century. The spoken language is, in many places, halting and
‘ungrammatical’, but it is more direct and forceful. In it we
calla spadea spade. But when we begin to write, the
language seems to formalise, to become abstract and to fall
into set patterns. This is inevitable, for the written language
is intended for communication to many, whereas the spoken
language is to communicate to one or a few. The spoken
language varies from individual to individual, from family to
family, from group to group and from place to place. But for
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communication through writing a standard, common and
formal language with set patterns is required. As far as the
creative writers are concerned, the structure of their language is
almost the same as that of the spoken Tamil, though the forms
of words differ from those in the spoken language.”

Tamil Morphology

This article appeared in the volume (pp 126-134) ‘A
Glimpse of Tamilology” - sl H s fsar, published by
the Academy of Tamil Scholars of Tamilnadu at Tiruchy in
1968.

“ Tamil, the earliest cultivated language of the
Dravidian family, is of the agglutinative type. Generally,
suffixes are added to the root morphemes to indicate gender,
number, person, tense, etc. The root morpheme stands first in
a word and the suffixes are added to it. In Tamil, a good
number of nouns as well as verbs are mono syllabic and mono
morphemic, i.e., un-analysable into smaller morphemes.
Generally the verbal root is used as the imperative singular.
The imperative plural has as its suffix the pronominal ending
of the second person plural. The casual forms of verbs are
peculiar to Tami) and other Dravidian languages. As in the
case of other Dravidian languages, there are peculiar type of
echo words in Tamil. The first syllable of any noun or verb
when changed to ki becomes an echo word. The negative verb
is formal by adding the negative particle to the verbal base
with or without tensemarker. The nepative verb with out tense-
marker is timeless in reference and its relation to the timescale
depends on the context. ™
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Dr. Mu, Va.»
Editors: S.V.Subramanian

A.A. Manavalan

Publisher: 2 @860 Hrrdiss Blmeuard
International Institute of Tamil Studies, Madras-20.
First Edition: 1975

Pages: 288

It contajns Twenty articles on Dr. Mu. Va. and his
various works and one bibliography of Dr. Mu. Va’s works.

1. The Life of Dr. Mu. Va

Dr. C. Balasubramanian
“He would tell even complex and obscure mattersina
simple and attractive manner. In short, simplicity, gracefulness

and service were his special qualities. He hated luxury and
found solace and happiness only in a humble life and solitude.”’

2. Dr. Mu. Va. A Professor
Prof. M.R.P. Guruswami

“Through coming into contact with teachers like Mu.Va.,
we, his pupils have leatnt not only the depth of Tamil language

1 Translated from Tamil by Thiru G. John Samuel

# T am thankful to the editors—Dr, 8.V. Subramanian
& A.4. Mangvalan for their kind permission to give all the
bibliographical datas about this book in this volume.
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and literature, but also the higher values of life that go to make
the inner personality; We have learnt more through his practice
than his preaching. He was always soft but never finching in
his firmness;he was as soft as a flower and firm as a diamond”’.

3. Dr. M. Varadarajan And Somerset Maugham As Novelists:
A Sample Study

Dr. V. Sachithanandan

“This paper is a comparative and more specifically a
congeneric study of aesthetic parallels between Molarvili
and Mrs. Oraddock in terms of plot, character, theme based on the
similarity of an episode in the two novels ~ a married woman’s
passion for a boy. In his preface, Maugham says that for
creating the characters of his novel, be took ashis models
persons whom he had known in real life. Mu. Va. was very
fond of putting into his novels persons and places he had

known in life.”

4. Dr. Mu. Va. And His Novels
pr. R, Dhandayudham

-‘As a novelist, he sympathises with society and always
approaches the problems with sincerity of purpose and clarity
of mipd. Dr. Mu.Va. was a true, sound and sympathetic
observer of life. In fact, his study of man in contemporary
circumstances as against his general nature, seems to be his
creative force and original contribution.”
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5. Female characters in Dre Mu. Va's Novels

Selvi C. V. Geetha

“His characters are named after their nature. Dr.
Mu. Va. has created social characters. He usesd his characters
as models to improve the society. Dr. Mu. Va. throws light

on the problems of women and gives suitable solution to solvé
them.”’

6. Male characters n Dr. Mu.Va’s Noveis

. Thiru Deva Sangeetham

“Dr. Varadarajan depicts his characters with pesfect im-
partiality and objectivity. The plots of Dr. Mu. Va's novels
are very much influenced by the internal conflict of the principal
characters. Dr. Mu, Va. who has written more nomber of
‘ novels of ideals’ has employed didactic characters to convey
his philosGphy. *’

7. Dr. Mu. Va, = The Short Story Writer

Thiru G. John Samuel

“As a humaoitarian he has a tragic - comic view of life
as suggested earlier and this is aprarent in the skilful way of
blending pathos and humour in his tales. The Social ferment

in Tamilnad especially in Madras city is the theme of most of
his short stories. *’
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8. Dr. Mu. Va. As a Letter Writer
Dr. V, Veerasami

“As a writet Mn. Va. copiously uses the child and
mother image. Nest to mother and child image, birds and
animals occupy a prominent place in his letters. In all the
five books of letters Valluvam and Gandhism are used by
Mu. Va. as a Life Force to solve sncial, political and spritual
problem of this country.”

9  Dr. Mu. Va. As a Dramatist

Dr. R. Sreenivasan

“Dr. Mu. Va. did not try to entertain the readers by
his plays. They are highly instructive and carry some messages.
If he had written a full drama we could have had the opport-
unity of studying him as a dramatist, in its truest sense. But
this plays are all One - Act plays only and highly intellectual. »

10. Manifestation of Pathoas In Br. Mu. Va’s Plays
Dr. A. N, Perumal

“Dr, Mu. Va. has efficiently introdneed the sentiment of
pathos in his plays so as to consider its manifestation as an art
conditioned by the rules of psychology and general human
nature.” '
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11. Dr. Mu. Va's Biographical Writings

Dr. Mrs. Saalini Ilanthiraian

“The biographical writings, Dr. Varadarajan has left
behind—the ones we had analysed above — clearly show that
he believed that a discussion on the greatness of these men will
instil a thirst in the minds of the young for greater achievement
in Jife.”

12, Dr. Mu. Va. The Writer
Akilon

“He did not, I honestly believe, write novels for minting
money. Seeking inner pleasure in writing novels was his aim.
But money came to him through his novels, He had created a

calm, mopviolence revolution through love at the very bottom
of the human minds.’’

13. Style of Dr. Mu Va.

Dr Pon. Kothandaraman

“Mu. Va. has always preferred native Tamil words in
his works. His style has the essential qualities such as simpli-
city, clarity, brevity and readability. Hence Mu. Vavian style
can unquestionably be considered best representative of the 20th
century prose.”

1. Translated from Kalaimagal, Nov. 1974 by
Dr. V. Veerasami
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14. Dr. Mu. Va. A Few Rehiniscences
Thiru M. Navaneethakrishnan
“Like the banyan tree he sheltered all who came to him

for help. He was a Gandhian in thought and action. He
never wanted, to share his suffering with others.”

15. Dr. Mu. Va. As a Humanitarian
Dr. S. Balachandran

“Since Dr. Mu. Va, was having a powerfully strong
humanitariap attitude, his writings expressing his quest for the
human welfare, assume an equally powerful dynamic quality.
Dr. Mu. Va. also gives his idea of how the human society
should be cleansed of all the parochial and petty difference of

caste and creed, colour and race.”

16. Dr, Mu. Va. As An Essayist
Selvi Annie Thomas

‘““All the available lopg essays are on politics and are
given togother in one collection, viz., Aramum Araciyalum. A
stropg criticism or a caution is quite common at the end of the
articles. In total, we may say that the language handled is

simple clear and effective.”

17. Revolvtionary ldeas of Dr. Mu. Va.
Dr. Maa, Selvarasan

“ Mu. Va., the literary master wanted to see real total
change in the social, economical and political structure of the
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society. In every problemy Mu.-Va. wanted to -see - progressive
thoughts. His knowledge was so deep and penetrating that
he analysed the problems at their depth.’

18. Dr. Mu. Va. As A writer of prefaces

Thiru K. D, Thirunavukkarasu

“Dr. Mu. Va. elucidates the tradition with great care
and consideration. His sympathetic approach and the kind
encouragement to the writers of Tamil have induced them to
place him on 2 high pedestal in their hearts.”’

19. Dr. Mu. Va. As A Literary Critic
Thiru A, A, Manavalan

“Dr. Mu. Va. does not simply describe or appreciate
their beauty, but relates their message and import to the
present day life and shows how these work can healthily
influence our aims and -ways of life. Nobility of character
and action is the touchstone used by Mu. va. in his consideration
of Art, Literature and Literary criticism.”

20. A Blessed Sou!

Thiru G. Rajavelu

* Mu. Va. was a keen Observer of nature and his sense
of observation is rather something striking and unique. He
was deeply religious and spiritual but never Ostensible. He
was humble but firm.© He was soft but strict.”’

21. Dr. Mu. Va’s Works-Bibliography

Thiru R, Muthukumaraswamy
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The Novelist of the city of Madras
Paper by : Xavier S, Thani Nayagam

This article is from page1 to 18 in Tamil culture,
Volume X-No-2 of April-June 1963,

“Professor Varadharasan who combines a chair of
Tamil with creative writer is the novelist for the novel’s sake
whose writing is not determined by the serialised publication
or by prospective Scenario. His books are the honest reflection
of his vision and philosophy of life, and the result of his
concept by the novel as a literary genre and a work of art.
Varadharasan is eminently the novelist of the city of Madras.
He describes the familiar landmarks of Madras. . The novelist
himself seems to be on the side of the idealist but modifies
his extreme idealism with experience ard common sense. The
topics which the characters discuss are social problems with
which the novelist is familiar. Of Varadharasan’s mastery
of Tamil prose, there can be no two opinions.  The long final
letter of temporary adieu in Karittundu is a model of modern
Tamil style, born of the richest and humanist traditions of
Tamil beauty, ever ancient and ever new.”

Women in Dr. Varadarajao’s Novels
Article by : Devasangeetham

This article was published in the collection of papers
presented in the All India University Tamil Teachers’ Seventh
conference at Nagercoil in 1975 volume I (pp. 258 - 261).

‘ The touchstone of a novelist’s power is his handling of
his female characters and Dr. Varadarajan is a specialist in the
field. His male characters yield to his women, both in clarity
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and intensity. Here 1 have classified the characters as follows
1) His ideal women, 2) His Odious women, 3) Widows,
4) Spinsters and 5) Love torn maiden and dsserted women.
Dr. Varadarajan has skillfully portrayed the characters in such
a way that they make the readers feel with them. In many
of his novels Dr. Varadarajan has stressed the spinster’s
problems, both mental and physical and through his characters
Yike Dr. Parameswari (Alli), Parvathi (Nenjil Oru Mui), Prof.
Mangayarkarasi (Nenjil Ore Mul) suggests that it would be
better for a woman to marry and live with a good husband.
Though Dr. Varadarajan’s portrayal of women includes all the
types, bis favourite ones are women of plain living and high
thinking. Thus, though the variety of women is limited in his
novel he has proved himself a successful ‘heroine-~maker’,
through the afore aid women characters, by his character
sketching skill.”

A History of Tamil Literature
T. P. Meenakshisundaran

Published by Anpamalaj. University in 1965. When
dealing with the modern period, prof. T. P. M. States about
Dr. Mu.Va. ’s novels in pages 182 & 183.

“Dr. M. Varadarajan, the professor of Tamil in the
Madras University has given the dignity and respectability to
novel writiog even in the world of pandits who thought of this
art as the hobby of those who failed to become pandits or
scholars, His style is both simple and elegant, unlike the style
of & majority of other novelists. His novels are successful and
popular. He has a way his own reminding us of Montesquieu.
The construction of the plot is lcose. The digressions relating
to tbe stylised character often occuring the novels with the
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name Aravali remind as the duthor himself or of Thiru-vi-ka,

. and moralisations though perfect in themselves do not become
one with the novel. But they are the attractions of his novel.
The author must be congratulated for introducing such
problems but this attempt also proves the difficulty he feels in
dealing with this kind of theme.”

Indian ‘Literature since Independence

K. R, Srinivasa Iyengar (editor)
Tamil — T. P. Meenakshisundaran

This book is published by Sahitya Akademi (New Delhi)
in 1973.

While speaking about novels, Dr. T. P. M. deals with
Dr. M. Varadarajan’s Novels in page 303 & 304.

«Dr. M. Varadarajan who began writing before
Independence was the first professor of Tamil to Write a novel,
which was till then looked upon as something non-literary.
Thanks to his bold venture, other professors have followed
him, creating a pew school of novelists like K. Rajavelu,
Poookunran and others. Varadarajan’s style is literary
but simple and lucid, and he had used a few colloquial idioms.
He has also made a few experiments in techniques such as
(1) using an insipid diary for outlining the story, and (2)
making the characters parrafe portions of the stories. It is said
that the stories often strain our credulity and that there is more
of moralising, some characters having no other features eXxcept
iheir views, which have pothing to do with the development
of the story. The pure Tamil names of his characters made
them so popular that today many children have been given
these names i a limited circle ~ an influence shared by no

other writer’s. He describes the middle class.””
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