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Record dated in saka 1442, Vikrama, Chittirai 20 Friday, Navami, Revati of
the reign of the Vijayanakara king Virapratapa Sri Krishnadeva Maharayar registering
the gift of the village kalayamputtur in Vaigavur Nadu, a sub division of Karaivali
Nadu in Rajarajapura sirmai inculded in Kongu Mandalam, by Kondayadeva
Maharaja, the agent of Kondamarasar, the nayaka of the king to meet the expenses
of worship and offering to the god Velayudapperumal of the Palani hill and for
celebrating the car festival for which Kondamarasa supplied the temple with a new
car (TeR) Kondamadeva Maharaja, who made the grant on behalf of his master
Kondamarasa, is described as the son of Chennarajayya and hears high sounding
titles, as Kaveri Vallapa, Uraiyur Puravaradhisvara, Ponnambalanatha patha
Padmaradhaka etc. He is evidently a Telugu Choda.
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Record with many gaps, of the Pandya King Jatavarman alias Tribuvana
chakravartin Srivallaba seems to register the gift of some land to the temple
mentions Kodaimangalam.
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PALNI
Head-quarters of the taluk and a municipality of 17,168 inhabitants. The

proposals which have been made regarding the improvement of the water-supply
of the place are referred to in Chapter XiV. The town is known throughout the south
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of the Presidency for its temple of Subrahmanya referred to below. It is the head-
quarters of the tahsildar and stationary sub-magristrate and of a sub-registrar, and
contains a hospital, several chattrams, and a travellers bungalow belonging to the

temple authorities. It has always been a great centre of trade with Coimbatore on
the one side and Palni Hills on the other.

Palni is one of most charmingly situated places in all the district, standing 1,068
feet above the sea on the edge of the great Vyapuri tank and looking across this
towards the mouths of the two largest valleys in the Palnis and the bold cliffs which
separate them. Framing the eastern side of this beautiful prospect, rises the steep,
rocky hill (450 feet high) on the top of which is built the famous temple to
Subrahmanya in his form Dandayudhapani, or 'the bearer of the baton'. Round this
hill runs a sandy road adorned at intervals with many mantapams, several of which
contain great stone images of the peacock, the favourite vehicle of Subrahmanya.
Up it,is built a winding flight of stone steps on which are cut the names and footprints
of many devotees, and which is flanked at frequent intervals by mantapms and
lesser shrines, and crowded in typically oriental fashion with pilgrims passing up
and down to the temple, begging ascetics smeared with holy ash, a few gorgeous
peacocks and many most impudent monkeys. A story is told about Queen
Mangammal of Madura and these steps. One day when she was going up them,
she came upon a young man who, perceiving her, retreated in confusion. She called
out graciously to him Irunkol! or ‘Pray wait!" and he and his sons thereafter always
took this word as their name. At night the path is lighted at intervals with lamps (a
favourite form of showing devotion to the god is to maintain one of these for a
certain period) and the effect from below is most picturesque.

Architecturally, the building on the top of the rock is not noteworthy, there
being no sculpture in it which is above the ordinary. It consists of the usual outer

wall enclosing a central shrine surrounded by smaller buildings and entered from

the west by a gateway beneath a brick and plaster gopuram. The best reward for

the climb is the view of the great Palni Hills and the rich cultivation
Spread like a praying - carpet at the foot

Of those divinest altars.
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The fading of the evening light of a quiet October day across the green rice-
fields, the groves of palms and the vast, silent range beyond is a memorable sight.
The belt below the hills, though very fair to the eye, is exceedingly malarious; and
Aiymplle (which of old gave its name to this taluk) and Balasamudrm (once the fort
and residence of the poligar of Palani referred to later) are now entirely deserted,
their fields being tilled by people who live in palni and return home every evening.

The sthala purana of Palni gives the widely known legend regarding the
founding of the temple; Agastya, the famous rishi, created the hill Sivagiri on which
the shrine stands and the neighbouring, slightly lower, eminence now cailed
ldumbanmalai; did penance on them for some time; and then went to Mont Kailasa
to visit Siva. On his return to his home at the southern end of the Western Ghats,
he sent his demon-servant Idumban to being these two hills thither. Idumban fixed
them to either end of a Kavadi (the pole by which burdens are slung across the
shoulder) but when he began to life them he found that Idumbanmalai went up in
the air while Sivagiri remained immovable. Thinking the later must be too heavy he
put two big boulder (still to be seen) on the top of the former to make the batance
better. Sivagiri, however, was still inmovable, so he went to it see what was the
matter.

Meanwhile, on Mount Kailasa, Siva had offered a pomegranate to whichever
of his two sons, subrahmanya and Ganesa, could travel round the world the quicker.
Subrahmanya mounted his peacock and set off at great pace, but Ganesa (whose
elephant-head and portly figure handicapped him heavity in such contest) took
thought and then walked slowly round his father and claimed that as Siva was all-
in-all he had by so doing travelled round the world and won the fruit. Siva admitted
his contention and gave him the pomegranate. Subrahmanya eventually completed
his journey and was very worth when he heard how he had been outwitted. His
father attempted to console him by saying Palani, thouart thyself a fruit', (whence
the name of this town), but he went angrily away to Tiruvavinangudi (near the foot

of Sivagiri, where there is now a considerable temple) and later on to Sivagiri
itself.

When ldumban went to this hill to see why it would not move, Subrahmanya
was there and was much annoyed at being disturbed. He accordingly slew Idumban.
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Agastya, however, hurried up and at his intercession the god restored the demon-
servant to life and promised that in future the first worship on the hill should always
be performed to him. This is still done-at the little temple to Idumban which stands
about half way up the steps leading to the top of Sivagiri.

This story in the sthala purana explains why pilgrims to this Palni temple very
generally bring with them a kavadi on their shoulders. The custom has since,
however, been copied at many other shrines to Subrahmanya. The tale also shows,
what is in other ways clear, that the Tiruvavinangudi temple is older than that on
Sivagiri. This latter is, indeed, a comparatively modern erection. A.M.S. in the
Mackenzie collection, which is confirmed by local accounts, states that a Canarese
non-Brahman Udaiyar first set up a small shrine on Sivagiri, and that for some time
he conducted the worship in it. Eventually, in the time of Tirumala Nayakkan, he
was induced by that ruler's general Ramappayya, who visited this town, to hand
over to Brahmans the actual performance ot the Puja, and was given in ruturn
certain duties of superintendence and a right to receive certain annual presents
and to shoot off, at the Dasara festival, the arrow which symbolises Subrahmanya's
victory over Idumban. His discendants have ever since performed this rite. Many of
them are buried at the foot of the steps leading up to the hili. The present heir of
the family, Bhoganatha Pulippani Patra Udiyar, is a minor.

The Tiruvavinangudi shrine is now being completely rebuilt by the Chettis, and
the new sculpture in it, executed in the fine-grained granite quarried on
Idumbanmalai, is excellent. There is also good modern stone-work in the Siva temple
in the middle of the town itself, but much of this has been pitiably defaced by the

greasy obtatinos which have been poured over it.

Pilgrims come to the shrine on Sivagiri from all over the Prsidency and
especially from the West Coast. As has been said, they usually bring kavadis with
them. Milk and other offereings are carried in sealed vessles on either end of these,
and the former is duly poured over god's image. Fanciful stories are current for days

and weeks on the Journey when brought for this sacred purpose, and how fish

cooked for the god when the pilgrim sets out leap alive from the sealed vessels

st time before the shrine. Messrs. Turnbull and Key's

when they are opened for the fir
in those days if by any chance the milk and

Survey Account of 1815-16 says that
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soon brought up in the sealed kavadis were found not to be fresh, it was held to be
a sign of impiety of the pilgrim, who was expected to atone by severed bodily
penance. Penances are still in fashion at the shrine. Pilgrims occasionally take a
vow to wear a 'mouth-lock’ for several days before going to the temple. This
instrument consists of a piece of silver wire which is driven through both cheeks,
passes through the mouth and is fastened outside, in front of the face. Another
similar ordeal consists in passing a small skewer through the tip of the tongue.

Curiously enough, Musalmans also believe in the efficacy of prayer to this
shrine. Ravutans go the little door at the back (east) of it and make their
intercessions and offer sugar in the mantapam immediately inside this. They explain
Their action by saying that a Musaiman fakir, called Paini Bava, is buried within the
shrine.

Palni was formerly the capital of an extensive estate of the same name which
was one of the 26 palaiyams included in the Dindigul province at the time of its
acquisition by the Company in 1790. Accoring to one of the Mackenzie MSS., the
Original founder of the family was relation of the ancestor of the Ayakkudi poligar
and came with him from Ahobilam in Anantapur. ‘Sinnoba' (i.e., Chinna Ahobilam)
is a name of frequent occurrence in the family. He was given as estate by Visvanatha
Nayakkan and put in charge of one of the 72 bastions of Madura. He founded the
fort of Balasamudram, just south of Palni, which was thereafter the residence of
the family, and he and his successors did much for the country. The more recent
history of the palaiyam has expendition of 1755 Haidar Ali Plundered it of everything
valuable and compelled its owner (who had fled) to agree to pay a fine of 1,75,000
chakrams. After the British took the country the then poligar, Velayudha Nayakkan,
gave a great deal of trouble. In 1792 he was plundering in the Coimbatore district;
in 1794 he was engaged in open hostilities with his neighbour Ayakkudi, who was
in some way dependent upon him; and in the next year he took umbrage at a
proposal of Government to detach this latter estate and assess it separately, and
was reported to have armed 1,000 men and to be marching on Bodinayakkanur.
On th 7th October 1795 Captain Cliver surprised and captured him in his fort at
Balasmudram; and the achievement was considered of such importance that Oliver
and his detachment were thanked in general orders and the jemadar of the party
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was promoted and given a gold medal inscribed '‘Courage and Fidelity. By
Government, 7th October 1795'.

A week later the poligar, nothing abashed, wrote the Collector an indignant
letter complaining that Captain Oliver had atiacked, wounded and confined him, just
because he wouldn't pay his peshkash. In November, however, the Collector was
warned that a plan was a foot to kidnap him and keep him in confinement as a
hostage for Velayudha's releas; in December Captain Oliver reported that the
poligar's Aiyangar 'pradhani' (chief minister) had attacked him in Palani with 800
men; and in the next month this man had to be driven off by a force from Dindigul
under Colone! Cuppage. In 1796 the estate was forfeited for this rebellion, and
Velayudha was confined on the Dindigul rock and subsequently reported to Madras,
where he eventually died. But late as 1799 Virupakshi, Kannivadi and other poligars
were conspiring to reinstate his son, Vyapuri, as chief of Palni.

X% XX K%
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