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KAILAYA MALAI

A TRANSLATION
BY
THE LATE A. MOOTOOTAMBY PILLAY.

INVOCATION
May God Ganesha, the elephant-headed who wrote the
Mababharata on the lofty Himalayas, be a help to the
Kailaya Malai (wreath to put) on Him who wears on his
matbed lock of hair the Moon and the Ganges and whose balf
is his’consort !

In Jambudwipa which derives it8 name from a jembu
tree, which stands to the south of Mern, and in one of its
nine divisions which is called Baratakanda of great fertiliby
and in the country called Ilan.andala of celestial {ame, there
is by the side of the sea a saevred spring.

Once on a time, long long ago, there ruled a king of the
Solar dynasty, of appearance like the rising Moon, and a des-
cendant of Manu, whose garland was of Racemosa and
whose umbrella was matchless and of great fame. He be-
longed to the Chola family, was the lord of the country by
the side of the Xaviri; he had a flag with the embiem of &
tiger and was known by tbe pame of Jagaraje Raja
Cholan. One of his daughters, a virgin of lightning beauty,
having resolved to bathe in the sacred spring in order to be
cured of her disease, started with her attendants and servants
along with her body-guards, came down to the spring and
bathed. When night approached, she pitched a tent, bad it
guarded on all sides and went to sleep on a fine couch. Then
the lion-faced King of Kadiramalai, a devotee of Kartikeya,
son of Chenkada. the protector of the Devas, suddenly entered
the camp, took her away to his old cave and married her there.
Both lived in the palace in great bliss, and were as bappy as
Tpdra and his consort,
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In due course, the princess gave birth to a beautiful son,
who was afterwards called Narasinga Rajo and was brought
up with great care. A few years after, she brought forth a
female child, Both the children were brought up with great
fondness and care. The prince—when he came of age—was
married to his sister and was crowned with immense pomp,
to the great joy of the people, in that they expected from
him a more prosperous and peaceful rule. His power was
80 great that his rule extended over a vast area. He subdued
all the neighbouring kings and ruled with as much
independence as Rama,

One day o flute-player (Yalpanan) went to his court and
played on his flute so charmingly that the king was greaily
pleased and he made a gift of the tract of land whish is
henceforth called Yalpanam (Jaffina), meaning the flute-
player's land. The flute-player, having received the Jand,
ruled over it for a long time. After his death, there was a
short interregnum.

Seeing that the country was suffering withcut a king,
Pand: Malawa, son of Selvaraye of Ponpattiyur who belongs
$o a high Vellala family, which held the hereditary right of
handing over the crown fo the officiating priest on the
occasion of the coronation ceremonies of the kings of Madura,
went to the prince Singa: Ariyan, the son of Pandiya Sekara,
then ruling over Madura and begged of him that he might
become the king of Jaffna. To which. the prince readily
consented and went over to Jaffna with his retinue and
founded the town of Nallur. ‘

There he constructed a beautiful palace where he was
crowned with great pomp and festivity to the great joy of
the countrymen and the royal insignia were handed over to
him by Pandi 3alava. Free gifts of lands and gold were
made to Brahmans and others. The poor were sumptuously
fed and all over the country there was endless mirth and joy.
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The royal elephant was decorated and the king was taken on
it in procession threcugh the streets. The people in the
streets paid their respects with due homage, greeted, praised
and prayed for the king’s long life and prosperity.

The king after ascending the throne appointed as his
Prime Minister, Buvaneka Vaku, a learned Brahman of a high
family in Madura, and made him reside at Nalluc. He
made Pandi Malava of Ponpattiyur, formerly of Venkatagiri,
a man of Gengakula, a man who had a plough flag, a man
of great generosity and liberality, who was fully disposed to
feed the.poor and rich alike, to reside at 7Tirunelveli with his
brother and brother-in-law, Chenpaka Malava. Next came in
Narasings Deva of the Tuluva clan of the Vellala division ; &
man of Gengakula and a nobleman of worldwide fame, who
freely patronised the learned, and used to wear a garland of
water-lilies, was a great lover of learning, whose native place
was Kaviriyur. He wus made to reside at Mayilidd:.

Then came another leading Vellala who had a plough
flag, whose native place was Valinagar, He had the ap-
pearance of cupid ; he was well versed in atl the three
branches of Tamil, and his name was Chenpaka Mappana.
He and a relation of his called Chandrasekara Mappane and
another called Kanakaraya, a Vellan Chetty by caste who
used to wear a garland of cummin, were made to reside ab
Tellippalai, a place of great. fertility and of never-failing water-
supply and of unique distinction.

The next was the Vellala of Kovalur who bad a plough
flag and a garland of water-lilies. He was a man of great
influence, learning and charming appearance, and his name
was Perayirava. He was made to reside at Inuvil, a village
a.bbunding with sugarcane, plantain and arecanut trees and
with paddy fields.

The next was a Vellala of Kachchur, whose hands were
liberal as the Kalpa tree. He had a garland of water-lilies, he
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was & man of great wealth and of handsome appearance. He
was of 1ncomparable valour, and of great devotion to Siva!
and his name was Nilakanda. He and his four brothers
were made to reside at Pachilaipalli-

The next was the Vellala of Sikari, a man of great intelli-
gence who had a garland of water-lilies. He was famous for
truthiulness, learning, civility, industry and was full of
resource, He had a commanding appearance, and his name
was Kanaka Malava. He with his four brothers was made
to reside at Pulol:.

The nest was the Vellala of Kupakam. He was as
wealthy as Kubera, he had a garland of water-lilies, he was a
patron of the learned, he had a plough flag and his name was
Kupakarendra. He and Narangudeva a relation of his,
famous for charitable deeds, were made to reside at
Tholpuram, a town without an equal.

The next was the Vellala of Pullur, an Arjuna in archery
a Bhima in warfare, a Karna in liberality, a Dharma in fame
and forbearance, whose name. was Devarajendra. He had a
crown of gold set with precious stones. He was asked to
reside abt Koyilakkand:.

The next was the Vellala of the family of him who shed
over Kamban a shower of gold for the work of Erezhupatu,
whose country was Tondainadw, who had a widespread
name, who used to wear a lotus garland and whose name
was Mannadukonde Mudali. He was made to reside ab
Irupalai.

The next was the Vellala of Seyur, who was as wealthy
as Indra, and who never deviated from the path of virtue,
whose garland was of water-lilies, whose fame was great and
whose paternal and maternal lines were matchless and pure,
and whose name was ZTaninayags. He was.made a chief of
Neduntivu,
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The next was the Vellala of Vanchi, whose name was
Pallava. He, with two other chiefs, was placed at Velinadu

The king having appointed these, thougbt of appoinbing
headmen and other servants and accordingly appointed Vallig-
Matakan, a man of great valour and power, to be the
headman of the Wegtern division ; Imaiyana Matakan to be
the headman of the Northern division; Chenpala Matakan,
a powerful man whose name was known even as far as the
Himalayas, to .be the headman of the Fastern division :
Vetts Matakan, a man of great power, to be the headman of
the Southern division; Virasingan, who fought several
battles and an experienced soldier, to be the commander-in-
chief of his army

His army consisting of elephants, cavalry and infantry
was made into several divisions and posted in different
guarters.

The king made all such other arrangements and ruled in
peace the country of Yalpanam. He directed his attention
fowards agriculture and the cultivation of the Tamil language
by establishing an academy.

The king had long cherished in his mind an idea o build
a temple at Nallur for his beloved Sokkalingam, the form of
Siva in which he is worshipped at Madura, and this was
working day and night in his mind. One day, God Siva, who
cannot be seen even by Brahma, Vishnu or the Vedas, and
who is but an absolute flame of wisdom, assumed a2 human
body and appeared to him in a dream wearing beautiful
earrings, bracelets, an upper epaulet, anklets, a golden dress
and a crown, 2ecompanied by his consort beautifully dressed.
God Siva addressed the king and said that His name was
Kailayanata. The king awoke and believing that it was Siva
who enslaved him under that disgnise, felt happier than ever,

The next morning he sought an auspicious day fo
commence the work and on the fixed hour started the work
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and duly completed the temple. As enjoined in the shastras,
he constructed beautiful encircling walls, three divine courts,
a shrine of admirable architeeture for Siva, & shrine for
Parvati with side apartments for minor deities, a sacrificial
hall, a store-house and a tank for the divine bath. After
completing the temple. he built mansions for priests, a
chamber for offering incense and camphor, a hall for chanting
Sama Veda and a {ree feeding-house, and constructed a road
for the car., He then prepared a flower-garden and beautiful
parks all around, abounding with high trees and with tanks
shining with water-lilies and lotuses and with artistic terraces
so that the spct looked like a celestial <ity. In the meantime,
he ordered out [rom Ketaram a Lingam which was originally
worshipped by Manmata, the Gud of Liove., He had also
applied by a letter to the Raja of Ramnad (Setupati) to
select and send a Brabman as an officiating priest, and the
Raja of Ramnad sent a Benares Brahman of high repute
and of attainment in Vedic knowledge, whose name was
Gangadara.

On his arrival, the king fixed an auspicious hour for the
dedication, The temple within and outside was taste-
fully decorated with bootbs constructed on sandal posts and
ceiled with variegated cloths of artistic designs in different
colours and finished with fringes of cloth, and flower garlands
and with tassels of pearls at regular intervals. The booths
were adorned with numberless flags and the fronts with
bunches of plantains, arecanuts and screwpine fruits. The
streets were decorated on both sides with plantain, areca and
sugarcane trees and with cords banging with garlands. The
floor of the temple was smeared with fragrant sandal paste
and there a throne of great splendour set with rubies, blue
sapphires, cats-eyes, diamonds and pearls was placed. The
Brahman priest, having bathed, and wearing an amule$ on
his right wrist, drew a figure of a bull on the floor and over it
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heaped rice brought from all the eight quarters and spread
it*in the ghape of a Jotus. Over it were spread powders of
five colours and then a layer of sacred kusa grass. Upon the
grass a gold pot was placed; the priests then showereq
flowers over the pot and worshipped with joined hands.
Then he encircled the pot with a silk and spread round
sprouts of corn. Afterwards chanting Mantras he set there
the images of Siva and Uma and dressed them with silk and
adorned them with beautiful jewels. He burnt fragrant
incensz and offered flowers one by one, chanting Vedic
mantras, and heaped at the divine feet flowers of lotus,
jasmine and of many other kinds. He offered several kinds of
rice preparations in heaps like hills, with piles of mangoes,
jack, plantains and other sweet fruits. DBesides these,
be made offerings of young cocoanuts, honey, ghee, fruit juice,
milk and curds, and finally bete]l and nuts in beautiful trays,
At last, the priest took the golden pot filled with holy water
and poured over the images and consecrated them in the
midst of great roar of musical trumpets, and drums of various
kinds and praises, songs and hymns and called Siva by the
name of Kailayanate and invoked Him at the image.

And God Siva who is not visible even to Devas, holy
sages, and to those who renounced the world, who cannot be
perceived by the mental faculty, who cannot be described by
words and aven by Vedas, who hasno beginning nor end, who
ig all pervading though invisible even to the great DBrahma
and Vishnu, who is without comparison and never.changing,
who is nought else but pure and self evident truth, who is
without a form and whose beginning, end, middle, whose
crown and foot cannot be imagined, who is an effulgence of
consciousuess, who as a deed of justice bent the' Meru as his
bow and burnt the three forts, who shines within the
mystical letter “ AUM,” who forms the soul of all the letters,
who forms the dual deeds, the intelligence and the self of
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everything, who is still not affected by bappiness or sorrow,
whose manifestations are fire, earth, air, water and space, who
is cne and all, who is existence and non-existence, who sees
good and kad alike, who is the God of wisdom, who has as His
lovelier half the Mother who gave birth to all the fourteen
worlds and the animate and inanimate kingdoms thereof, who
so kindly and graciously confers endless bliss on those who
are devoted to Him, who with His third eye on the forehead
burnt the God of Love, who has been so gracious as to give
us His sons the Elephant-faced God and his brother Kartikeya,
who is so indulgent to his devotee as in the case of Sundara
to run as a messenger, who dances on the stage of the creative
hall with his sounding anklets to sound and the Ganges on
his head inspiring fear, whose forms are Puranas and Vedag
and who takes such forms as imagined by his devotess, who so-
graciously grants the prayers of those who once utter the
syllable of Siva, who swuallowed the deadly poison which
arose {rom the sea of milk when the Devas were churning it
for nectar and thereby protected them from being overwhelm-
ed by the poison, who flayed and wore the skin of the
terrible elepbant which came out to destroy the world,—even
He received into his gracious heart the humble, pious and
earnest prayer of the priest, and was graciously pleased to
take Nallur as his third Kailasa and as one of his favourite
abodes and accordingly came down with his divine following
to dwell in the image and to grant his devotees their wishes.

It was I, Muturaja, the crown of poets, and the son of
Sentiappan of Uraiyur who composed and laid down Kailaya
Malai in high Tamil to the approval of the learned.






	Copy_of_0002
	Copy_of_0004
	Copy_of_0005
	Copy_of_0006
	Copy_of_0007
	Copy_of_0008
	Copy_of_0009
	Copy_of_0010
	Copy_of_0011
	Copy_of_0012
	Copy_of_0013
	Copy_of_0014
	Copy_of_0015
	Copy_of_0016
	Copy_of_0017
	Copy_of_0018
	Copy_of_0019
	Copy_of_0020
	Copy_of_0021
	Copy_of_0022
	Copy_of_0023
	Copy_of_0024
	Copy_of_0025
	Copy_of_0026
	Copy_of_0027
	Copy_of_0028
	Copy_of_0029
	Copy_of_0030
	Copy_of_0031
	Copy_of_0032
	Copy_of_0033
	Copy_of_0034
	Copy_of_0035
	Copy_of_0036
	Copy_of_0037
	Copy_of_0038
	Copy_of_0039
	Copy_of_0040
	Copy_of_0041
	Copy_of_0042
	Copy_of_0043
	Copy_of_0044
	Copy_of_0045
	Copy_of_0046
	Copy_of_0047
	Copy_of_0048
	Copy_of_0049
	Copy_of_0050
	Copy_of_0051
	Copy_of_0052
	Copy_of_0053
	Copy_of_0054
	Copy_of_0055
	Copy_of_0056
	Copy_of_0057
	Copy_of_0058
	Copy_of_0059
	Copy_of_0060
	Copy_of_0061
	Copy_of_0062
	Copy_of_0063
	Copy_of_0064
	Copy_of_0065
	Copy_of_0066
	Copy_of_0067
	Copy_of_0068
	Copy_of_0069
	Copy_of_0070
	Copy_of_0071
	Copy_of_0072
	Copy_of_0073
	Copy_of_0074
	Copy_of_0075
	Copy_of_0076
	Copy_of_0077
	Copy_of_0078
	Copy_of_0079
	Copy_of_0080
	Copy_of_0081
	Copy_of_0082
	Copy_of_0083
	Copy_of_0084
	Copy_of_0085
	Copy_of_0086
	Copy_of_0087
	Copy_of_0088
	Copy_of_0089
	Copy_of_0091

