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SWARNAPURI AMBIKA! PILLAI TAMIL

Tbe “Swarnapuri Ambikai Pillai Tamil’” is based on a single
paim leaf manuscript no. 1140 preserved In the Dr. U. V. Swami-
natha lyer Library, Madras. At places the manuscript is damaged.
There are 99 verses preserved in the text, which is published for
the first time. The text has been critically edited. with notes by
Sri V. M. Subrahmanya lyer, a disciple of Dr. U. V. Swaminatha
Iyer. We record with deep regret, the sudden demise of Sri V. M.
Subrahmanya lyer, before the present book could be released.

The ‘Pillait—Tamil’ is a class of Tamil literary composition
extolling a God or human being, conceived as a child and its
sports in its various stages of development. Ten such stages are
recoghised in ancient treatises.

2nd month after the birth is Kappu. (Protective sacred thread)

5th month Sengirai (Prince’s feather)
7th month Tal (lullaby)
9th month Cappani (clapping hands)
11th month Muttam (Kiss)
12th month Varan (Walk)
1% years. Indu (Maon)
2nd year Sirril (miniature sand house)
3rd year Parai (Little drum)
4th year Ter (Toy car)

Kalangu (a seed)
Ammanai {(wooden ball)
Usal (swing}

Obviously the Tamils have recognised ten significent stages in thtz
growth or the child and its ability 1o grasp certain moods- Tamils



love for ilterature has led them to associate literary compositions
with the paychological growth of the childs

Some of these stages like the ‘toy car’ (in Pattinappalai). and
*S8and house’ (Sirril in Kalittohai) are referred to in Sangam Ilterzf-
ture, But the greatest literary composition on God as a child, is
by the Vaishnava saint Periyalvar, in the 9th cent., ury Steadily the
*Pilliat-Tamil’ works gained popularity through the centuries. The

Meenakshi Amman Pillai Tamil by Kumara Gurupara Swamigal is
considered the best,! by all authorities.

According to ancient works on poaties, the pillait-tamil work
should have invocatory verses In praise of Gods like Genesa
Subrahmanya. Siva, Vishnu, Brahma, Surya, Saptamatas, Lakshmi
and Sarasvati. Further, Sattan, (Aiyanar), Vadugan (Bhairava)
Kubera and the thrity thres Gods ars also invoked. {lt is interesting
to note invocation to Sattan (Aiyanar) invariably included in all
the works dealing with Pillai Tamil. Also the spacial place given
to Bhairava in these works deserve special notlce.

The present text ‘Swarnapuri Ambikai Pillaj Tamil, refers to
Candakopa, the eight Bhiravas, Satavahana (Sattan or Aiyan), the
eight directional elephants and the Navakoti Siddhas in the
invocatory verses in addition to the classical Gogs, Another
invocatory verse not found in other texts, is a speelal invocation
to the sacred ash (Vibhuti—Thiruniru). It is saig (verse 9) that
the sacred ash will ward off evils like Vetala, Bhuta, Rattacamund,

Municandi, Viran and also ailments like terrific head ache, fever,
Billi, Sunya etc.

The actual work is on the Goddess, Swarnapuri Ambikai as a
child. The temple of the Godde:

SS is in the ancient village of
Nangur, in Tanjore district. Nangur is known for its Velir Chief-
tains, who were great Warriors and who had matrimonial alliances
with the Chola ruler.  Nangur is also a great Vaishnavite Kshetra,
sung by Thirumangai Alvar. Several Siva Temples once existed
here. One of the temples is known as Pannukku Ofithar and the
Goddess Ponalanta Nayaki. This Goddsss is now called Swarna®
purf Nayaki on whom the present Pillai Tami is composed,



The name of the author of this work is not known; nor is it
possible to determine the age of the text., Some of the verses are
really classical and the author seems to have been an accomplis-
‘hed poet. (Ref. verses—13, 45, 72, 77, 91)

We are thankful to the Government of Indla—M inistry of
Culture for its liberal grant towards the publication of the book.

Dr. R- NAGASWAMY.

Madras-41,
31-3-1982 }
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