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(Shirt) and Suri (dagger). These illustrate the words used in 18th
century, for some of the costumes and Jewels. it is also seen that
when the Chieftains went in processions on Elephant’s back.
women went dancing in front, to the accompaniment of music
sung by Nattuvars. Also preceded Bherika, Ekkalam (the large
pipes) Purika, Kombu (horn) ldakkayam, Suruti (held on either
side) and parasol. There were Vallayakkarars, bowmen, Tadi-
karar (club weilders) Pattanis on horse back (The Cavaliers are
called Pattani ie. Arabs or Musalmans) Dalakarthar, Kanakkar
(Accountant) and Maniyakkar as the retinue.

Kumaralingama Nayak is said to be a great devotee of Subrah-
manya. He was in the habit of getting up in the early hours of
the morning and take bath in the Mukta Nadi, river. After com-
pleting his daily rites, he used to pay respect to the Vedic Scholar,
Alagar Aiyangar, to whom he gave gifts daily. Later he used
to worship in the temple of Kailasanatha and Shanbagavalli and
go to his audience hall.

He instituted Trikala .Naivedya (food offering thrice a day)
and the evening worship to Siva, Mangaibhaga, Agastisvara,
Dvarapathi Thirukkotinatha, and Kailasanatha and also arranged
for Nitya and Naimittika festivals and other Kattalais.

Among other interesting details mentioned in the text are the
countries like ilam, Singalam, Malacca, Saurashtram, Kampili desa
and the wealthy Delhi.

The Kurathi invokes the' blessings of several gods and god-
desses popular in and around Nattam. Among them are Talai-
yatti Vinayaka, Dantimukha Pillaiyar,  the Saptamatas of Kanta-
malai, Mariyammai, Mangalanayika, the Vairava of Sritali (Tirup-
puttur) Ashta Bhairava of Kodungundram, the Sevakaraya of
Singanagar Kengeli, Duvarapati, Solaimalai Karuppan of the 18
steps (Alagar Koil), the Sasta of Manjumalai, Malaiyala Bhagavati,
Nallakaruppan, Valli Nayaka and Kumara Velayudha.

The Kurathi also recites the sequence of worship, while
fortune-telling Is resorted to, giving an insight into this custom .
The ground was smeared with cowdung and a kolam design
drawn with sandal paste. A Pandal was  erected decorated with



flowers, Plantain trees and Marikkolundu. Ganapati Puja was
performed with the offering of Modaka, the three fruits (Mango.
Plantain and Jackfruit) betel leaves, Pittu, Ellurundai, Dosai, Aval,
and popcorn. A Purna Kalasa was placed on a spread of rice-
A new saree Kantacelai was placed in front before sooth saying.
Viranna, the village Guardian received propitiation with goat
sacrifice and Pongal. A Mudippu was offered to Nayanmar, and
the four directions worshipped. Five pons were set apart for
worship and offering of Dosai to Alagar of Solaimalai (Alagar
Koil). Kantamalai Kanni (Goddess) was then adored. Subrah-
manya the family deity of Kumaralingama was worshipped. The
Mariyamma was invoked with Taraku Choru, Punnakku and
laikkari. Ankalamman and Virannan were invoked, after which
the kurathi told the fortune.

ABOUT THE HERO

It is possible to date this work, with the help of Mackenzie
Manuscripts. A certain Chokkalinga Nayaka of Nattam gave a
Kaifiyat to Col. Collin Mackenzie in the year 1805 A.D. (Krodhana
year, ref. D. 2831) His father was Kumaralingama Nayak, the hero
of this Kuravanci. Kumaralingama is said to be the son of Erra-
datu Lingama Nayak, through his regular wife Tatammal. The
Mackenzie Manuscript gives a detailed account of events that took
place in the Chieftaincy of the hero. This nayak first had Anaikut-
tiya Pillai as his Adhikari to look after the affairs of the Chieftaincy-
One Chokkaiya Pillai succeeded Anaikuttiya Pillai and this new
officer proved treacherous. During that period, Hazarat Navab
(Muhammad Ali) gave the Madurai Governorship to Khan
Sahib, who later turned against the Navab, whersupon the
Navab planned to march against Madurai. Yussuf Khan Seheb,
induced Chokkayya Pillai to join his camp and through him
sought the help of Kumaralingama Nayak, to close down the
Nattam pass to the Navab. The Nayak refused to go against his
master, the Navab. Yussuf Khan promised the rule of Nattam
chieftaincy to Chokkayyapillai for his help and also hang the
Nayak. Chokkayya Pillai captured Velangudi and Tattaneri and
marched against Kumaralingama Nayak. The Nayak escaped to
Sivaganga from where he later went to Trichy and met the Navabs
The Nattam country was captured by Chokkaya Pillai, who tried



10 establish his own rule; but the people .deserted the country.
Whersupon he tried to set up a Tottiya Nayak as the head, which
also failed. He set up another pretender and ruled the Nattam
territory for six months. The Navab helped Kumaralingama to
regain Nattam with the assistance of Puchi Nayak. Yussuff Khan
rotreated. Chokkaya Pillai was captured and beheaded and the
Nayak regained peace for some time.

Kumaralingama had seven consorts. The first three regular
wives died after begetting a son each. The fourth, a concubine
was very young (She was the mother of Chokkalinga Nayak, who
gave this document to Mackenzie) After some persuation Kumara
Lingama married the three daughters of Kamakshi Nayak of
lluppur.  This started further conspiracies,  Efforts were made to
secure the Nattam Chieftaincy to the son of Meenammal (the
Seventh wife of Kumaralingama) one of the daughters of
Kamakshi Nayak- Kumaralingama used to visit and stay with
each wife in turn. When he went to Meenammal’'s house
attempts were made by her and her brothers to kill Kumaralingama
who escaped to a nearby house-and locked himself in. The efforts
of the Traitors to open the door failed. In the meanwhile the
people came to know of the treachery and marched to Meenam-
mal’s house and released the Nayak. Meenammal was excommu-
nicated and her brothers were sent out of the country. Kumara-
lingama settled the order of succession and died« He was
succeeded by his son Muthulingama Nayak, who had a brather
Subbuswami Nayak, who died, dusé to a treachery-

THE DATE OF THE WORK

The above accounts of Mackenzie manuscripts clearly show
that Kumaralingama Nayak, the son of Erradatu Lingama Nayak,
is identical with the hero of this Kuravanci. There is also a
reference to Subbuswami, his son (P. 46 L. 72) who died later. It
is therefore likely that this work was composed when Kumara-
lingama was at the height of his power and before his trouble
with Yussuf Khan.

o Muhammad Yussuf Khan was an officer under the British Fast
India Company, who was sent to Madurai in 1756 A.D. to restore
order. Yussuf Khan soon became powerful and turned against the



Nawab d@nd the British, in 1763. In 1764 he was captured and
hanged by the British. (Madural through the ages of Devakunjari
— P. 212) The trouble Kumaralingama Nayak had with Yussuf
Khan, should be assigned to 1764 A,D. The present work
«Kumaralingama Nayak Kuravanci’ should have been composed
before this trouble in 1764 and may be assigned to circa 1760
A.D.. Thus this work would be later than the Kumbesa Kuravanci
(1735 A.D.) and earlier to the Sarabhendra Raja Kuravanci (1825
A.D.)

THE AUTHOR

The name of the author of this Kuravanci is not known,
Another Tamil work called ‘Kumaralingaman Kadal’ has been
published recently by the Tamil Nadu State Department of
Archaeology. (Kadal Kottu—Editor—M. Rajendran—Madras—
1981) It is seen that the hero of that work is identical with
Kumaralingama (the son of Eradatu Lingama), the hero of this
Kuravanci. The Colophon of the work gives the name of the poet
as ‘Venbapuli’ ie.,, Tiger among composers of Venba. It is
possible that the author of the present Kuravancl was also the
same Venbapuli.

It is Jearnt from the few hints preserved by Dr. U. V. Swami-
natha lyer, that the poet Venbapuli, hailed ffrom Manappaceer
Village, Melur Taluk, Madurai district and that he belonged to the
Saiva Pandara caste. He is said to have received the patronage of
the Chieftains of Nattam, Pudukkottai, Ramnad and Sivaganga.
He has a poem on Raja Raghunatha Nayak Kalandai Kumara
Velayuda of Kumaravadi. He has also a poem in praise of a Muslim_
donor, Meera Pillai, A certain verse composed by him was
inscribed on a stone and placed at the gates of Nattam palace of
Lingama Nayak. Bodaguru the chieftain of Sivaganga, and the
zaminder of Ettayapuram were also celebrated by this poet
Venbapuli (Ref. Tanicceyyut Cintamani—P. 246) Another Tami]
work by name “~Sivagangai Rajendra Bhupati Kadal’ included |n
the above publication ‘Kadal Kottu’ is on Bodaguru, the Srvaganga
ruler praised by this Venbapuli. It is not unlikely, that the work
‘Sivagangai Rajendra Bhupati Kadal’ was also by this Poet
Venbapuli.

In the: village of Nattam, once the capital of this Nayak,
remnants of the Nayak's palace and the famous Kailasanathe



temple are still in existence. The palace is in ruins, only a few
high walls are standing. The Kailasanatha temple is interesting.
it bears early inscriptions from which we learn Nattam was
originally a Brahmin settlement-Agara Brahma deya named
Sundara Chola Ceturvedi Mangalam, situated in Tuvarapati Nadu,
obviously established by the Chola Pandya viceroy Sundara
Chola Pandya, the son of Rajendra Chola (11th Cent. A.D-)—
inscriptions of Maravarman, Sundara Pandya, the conqueror of
Chola Nadu, of the 13th Century A.D. are also found in the
temple, which call Lord Siva of the temple as Kailasamudaiya
Sivaprakasesvara Nayanar. It is now called Kailasanatha Temple
the name by which it is referred to in the Tamil Kuravancie The
goddess is called Shanbagavalli Amman.

The Mandapas in front of both the Siva shrine and Shanbaga-
valli Amman carry mural paintings. The paintings in the Siva
Shrine carry the portraits of Lingama Nayaks besides the represen-
tations of several sacred Saivite and Vaishnavite shrines. One of
the portrait carries a Label, reading ~Sokkalingama Nayudu Sada
Seva.” Evidently it is the portrait of one of the predecessors of
Kumara Lingama Nayak the hero of this Kuravanci. From Makcen-
zie manuscript it is learnt that Kumaralingama’s father, Erradatu
Lingama was preceded by one Tonti Lingama whose father was
Chokkalingama Nayak, who may be assigned to 1700 A-D- Among
the shrines depicted in the painting is the temple of Goddess
Meenakshi and Sundaresvara of Madurai in which the Mukkuruni
Ganesa is also shown. It is known that the Mukkuruni Ganesa
was installed by Thirumalai Nayak of Madurai around 1650 A,D.
The Nattam paintings are therefore later than 1650 and earlier
than 1750 the age of Kumaralingama. It is interesting to see in
the painting the Nayak is portrayed adoring Subrahmanya. The
Kuravanci mentions the great devotion the Lingama family had
towards Lord Subrahmaznya. Interestingly the painting on the
ceiling of the Mandapa of Amman Shrine depicts the birth of
Subrahmanya, Kumarasambhava.

RAGAS

The author makes use of only tha following wall known
tagas and does not use any of the decidedly Northern Indian
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