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Sri Ramanatha Suprabhatam

By Kavikokila Sakalakala-kalapa
Dr. V. RAGHAVAN

M
SfmAI T g
ITRRgFTI I |
e eRlInak
fiRgANT waEd gIaTad, |l
(@)
greTdeaTed e o
7, R |
qEsRIAREIE g
T FAR A RIS I
(3)
TR T AfRge-
AR TG |
AR sI-
Tafy AFzgEmdEER: |
)
W NS g
59 § 99 TR |
@ e FReT 99 TR
HAI AR )
* Composed originally on my own and enlarged and completed at the request of
Sri  S. P. Muniswami, Executive Officer, Sri Ramanathaswami Devasthanam.
Smt. M. S. Subbulakshmi has kindly agreed to sing and record this for the Devasthanam.

The hymn embodies poetic, devetional and Vedantic ideas, as also many details of
the mihatmya of the Setuand Rameswaram shrines and the related holy spots.
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French Institute of Indology, Pondicherry
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T. D Taraporewala Sons & Co. Pvt. Ltd., Bombay 1956
P 119

Although all these Southern Indian temples have evolved on much the
same lines and disclose plans and general arrangements in which there is a
certain‘ similarity, several possess -some special feature to distinguish them
from all others of their class. A notable example is the temple of Rameswaram
of which the chief glory consists in its pillared corridors which not only
completely surround it, but form avenues leading up to it, so that combined
they are calculated to aggregate three thousand fect in length. The breadth
of these fine columed passages varies from seventeen feet to twentyone feet,
and their height from floer to roof is about twentyfive feet. Richly decorated
pillars of good proportions ard closely set continue along the entire length
each pillar being twelve feet in height and rising from a moulded stylobate
five feet high. In almost every direction therefore, there is an unending
perspective of columned halls, those on the north and south sides being
particularly effective as they are over seven hundred feet in length, The
general scheme of the Rameswaram temple consists of a double shrine
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enclosed within three concentric perimetre walls, the outer of these measuring
Yeight hundred and eighty feet by sixhundred and seventytwo. Like the temple
at Madurai, most of it in its present state was planoed and constructed
within one period although on a very ancient and sacred site, as remains of
the original shrine are still in evidence. These comprise a few small structures
near the western exterior which differ in their prientation from the reminder
of the temple, and from their style may be as early as the tmg_h__century.
Externally, as the temple is enclosed all round within a plain wall twenty
feet high, there is no architectural effect save that of a very fine gopuram
on the eastern side. This gopuram which forms the principal entrance to
the second enclosure, is recorded to have been begun about 1640, and then
left unfinished to be completed within medern times. It is in eleven stories
and about one hundred and fifty feet high, with good propostions and the
contours of its angles straight and stropg, the scheme of decoration being
of the architectural order without much figure work. Two other much lgrger
gopurams have been begun on the north and south sides of the outermost
wall, but only their lower stories have been finished.

TAMIL NADU DISTRICT GAZETTEERS

Volume on Ramanathapuram published in 1972 says
on P. 950

“In 1662, the Portugese encamped at Rameswaram. |
The poet-saint Thayumanavar saw the danger. With the
united efforis of Ragunath Sethupathi, he collected a
large army and marched towards Rameswaram. Leaving
the army at Pamban, he went along and requested the
Portugese refused. But they had to quit as a Dutch fleet

Wwas seen coming to Rameswaram. Thus the place was
got rid of Portugese.”
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Extract from Unesco
Report on Rameswaram

Serial No. 2325/RMS. RS/CLP

Paris, February 1971
by G. Wright

A. IHistoxryr

The temple of Ramanthar (or Ramalinga) at Rameswaram is, as the
name indicates, a Saivite temple commemorating an act of worship in that
form by Rama—the epic hero (himself an avatar of Vishnu). Although
an origin in legend is thus provided for the temple, the present structure
is a foundation of the latest period of ¢Dravidian’ temple building—what
may be termed the Madura type, dating from the Naik regime. The inner
parts were erected in the seventecenth century and the outer parts in the
eighteenth, some of the latter features remaining incomplete. The material
employed is sandstome with a calcareous cement subject to weathering by
the salt sea winds. From the beginning of the present century there has
been opce again intermittent buijlding activity. One element left unfinished
was completed, while a considerable portion of the inner parts of the
temple has been/is being demolished and réplaced by new work in granite.

B. Siting

Without undue disparagement it may be said that much of the
significance and appeal of the temple rests in its siting. The small island
of Rameswaram (Pamban), < semi-detached” from the end of India and
pointing to Ceylon, is a fitting place to gather legends. Here took place
one of the critical episodes of the Ramayana and the sanctity of the
temple goes back to the sequel of these events. On this account Rames-
waram is a very significant pilgrim centre. Over and above legend,
geography emphasizes this role. It is the Land’s End of India, and from
the Ganges to Rameswaram (the waters of the Ganges to the sands of
Rameswaram) is an expression for the totality of that holy country. To
bave made the pilgrimage to both the Ganges and Rameswaram is indeed
to have achieved fulfilment.

Within the 15 miles of its length the narrow island passes from
gardens and palm groves on the west to a long sandy tract stretching
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castward, at the extremity of which there is a ferry to Ceylon (but litile
used). And everywhere there is the sea-or the two seas, the Bay ?f
Bengal and the Indian Ocean. The temple was sited very consciously- _m
relation to the sea. On the north side of the island but at a cape marking
the head of a bay, it is surrounded by the sea on three sides—very
closely on the south and east. The building is directed eastward towards
the open sea, while the original village development was fittingly to the
rear on line of approach from the main land crossings.

The journey to Rameswaram temple is thus made in successjve
stages which conduces pleasingly to the impression of a * pilgrims
progress™. Mandapam, the terminal point on the main land, can be
reached by normal transport—road or rail. Here these means are le.ft
behind and the “crossing” (the same word connotes a pilgrim shrine .m
Sanskrit) is by means of a special train on a rail bridge over the strait.
After a slow journey of an hour and a half across sea and through
gardens, the train halts at a station on the far side of the village and
the approach through the village to the temple is by small pony trap.
There are no motor vehicles on the island, Massed rank of these picturesque
cards await the train; so transport and arrival at the temple can only be
by groups. The consequent sensation of being part of a heterogenous
collection of people bound up into a upit by the purpose of visiting the
temple is most marked—and very salutary. Any change would involve a
diminution in the overall effect of the arrival.

Except for some fishermen the entire habitation of the island devolves
from the temple, so that here is a very notable repose, a sense of being
detached from mundanc affairs. Even the most superficial visitor remarks
on this atomosphere (and pains should be taken to conserve it)
the quiet accentuates appreciation of, perhaps,
feature; its sacred music.

. Io turn
the temple’s most pleasing

C. Structure

The temple consists in essentials of the following elements : (win
shrines surrounded by three successive corridors, the total precinct  being
enclosed by a prakara wall. The main east entrance is marked by an
adventitions development of mandapas; but behind this, over the 'crossing
of the second corridor is raised a monumental gopura. Another gopura
marks the west entrance through the outer prakara wall, while at the
north and south entrances are unfinished gopuras. That on the south is
carried up to the full height of the stone sub-structure (the north gopura
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is less finished) but no work has been commenced on the plaster tower
Of these elements only such as are concerned in a possible programme of
conservation and restoration will be considered in any detail. Since the
shrine, the inner corridor and western half of the second corridor have
been demolished and built a new during the present century, the treatment
in the main is thus restricted to the outer corridor, gopuras and prakara
wall.

Pralrara ~xwrall

Except for a breach adjacent to the south gopura made during
rebuilding operations the enceinte formed by the outer Prakara wall is
complete - it extends some 880 ft. east-west, by 672 ft. north-south. The
wall stands over 20 ft. high finished with an agreeable coping. The
masonry is of reasonably large blocks diy set in good tradition. Stretches
of the inner face which are not zasily accessible (and not generally visible)
remain clean and unspoilt, but the exterior has been pointed, plastered and
painted over in the *false Pallisade™ style which is the curse of Hindu
temple masonry. As originally laid out there was provision for a cleared
space (extending for about 30-40 ft.) outside the walls and then was set
the circumferent processional way, now macadamized and called Car Street.
On the east and south sides this gave on to a palm-fringed shore
while the village or township has extended all round the outer perimetre
of Car Street to shut the temple off from the sea.

In view of the developments within the temple one of the few
original monumental expressions rtemaiping is the massive outline of its
form given by the Prakara wall. This feature however has been/is being
reduced to a nullity by modern building adjacent to or abutling against
the wall.

Eas‘t‘. entrance Mandapos

(Annupu and Kalyana Mandapa) The interior aspécl of these mandapas
is reasonable (freshly painted in popular style) their external aspect neither
very reasonable nor seemly. The facade is masked in each instance by a
construction which might be called an exo-mandapa. That before the
Kalyana Mandapa is a pitched red-tile roof balanced on Tuscan columns;
in front of Annupu Mandapais a wooden verandah style projection. (It
is to be replaced by a new construction, the feundation stone of which
was laid recently).

Obviously these additions mask incongruously the original facades,
In this connection, however, little is lost, since both mandapas are
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surmounted by extransous lattice-work balustrades. These features have no
place in the true design and destroy the perfectly evident palm-branch

origin of the structure. (The design for the proposed new Mandapa displays
this otiose feature).

These exo-mandapas illustrate clearly the contemporary indiffererce
to architectual appearance. A shelter is required  (or thought .to be
required). Partitions cum blockings are arranged or a lean-to put 1o any

material, concealing what part of the ancient fabric it may apparently
according to the dictates of convenience.

Eagt gopura

This gopura does not stand at the entrance to the Prakara wall,
but is Serial No. 2325, raiaed over the crossing of the entrance way and
the second corridor. 1Its external aspect is thus confiaed almost entirely to
the tower element, the stone sub-structure (built about 1650 A. D.) being
enclosed in the body of the corridor. The tower was added in 1900, but
its outlines are impressive. being clear and strong with the ornament
composed of architectural units devoid of fieural work. The tower was
replastered in cement about 1950 and the decorative detail is now somewhat
rudimentary, (but looks well enough from a distance). The interior perhaps
because of its recent reconstruction is surprisingly clean and’ well kept. If

the interior decoration were redone with a little discrimination, this would

prove a most attractive feature. To ascent this gopura is especially

rewarding since from the top (it is of 11 stages and about 150 ft. high)

there is a superb view of the whole island lost in the surrounding seas.

West gopara

This gopura is now accessible only (rom the terrace roof and again
the interior is in good order and condition. For visitors interested in the
monument it is a definite amenity to be able to ascend with
such a gopura and obtain the
temple’s general plan.

convenience
clear revelation which it affords of the

The lines and proportion of the tower are good, but the plaster

ornament is of no special distinction in itself. The decorative elements

(after the manner of the east gopura) are almost entirely architectural except
for a register of figures ranged below the roof. There are also figures flanking
the openings on the west outer) facade. Several of these are losing arms
apd legs, revealing that they have been comstructed with wire armatures
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copjustion with the other gopuras) as explaiping the system of construc-
tion of these units. Otherwise its present appearance is not  very
and thus are probably recent work. Generally the plaster appears to be
cemenl flaster and so whatever the origin of the structure, the present
detail would szem 10 be no earlier than the present century. The plaster
has been entirely coated with a yellow paint (apparently not a natural
carth colour). This is now {uaded and pecling.

Socuth gopura

Here the stone bastion is complete, ready for the setting of the timber
and plaster work tower, but the latter was never added - i.e. the gopura
is in exactly the same condition as the (south entrance) have gopura at
Srirangam. It Is thus an impressive masonry structure, being farger in plan
taan ilhe east gopura. Furthermore although technically incomplete, it
requires no acditional artifice for meaningful presentation. The design of a
gopura comprises two distinct elements of almost equal importance, the
sub-structure and the tower-indeed this clear and even dichotomy almost
hints at a design weakness. In any event the complete stone °bastion’ or
‘barbican’ of the south gopura forms a meaningful architectural element
in itsell.

To some degree this monumental quality of the stone gopura is now
evident only to the eyes of understanding. Forming a convenieat ‘‘side
door” into the temple from the village it has been demeaned by village
use and abuse. Its external protection from the prakara wall is marked by
squalid modern building set hard against it. Rubbish has aecumulawd
around it and a breach has been knocked in the prakara wall closeb:
Its walls have been partly plastered over as the fancy bas taken and this
plaster has weathered to a dirty, sooty black, Wash and paint have been
applied here and there. The external facade is concealed to a certain
height by® a thick facing of crude cement. A more effective patch work
of squalor is difficult 10 imagine.

The history ol this unit of Rameswaram temple illustrates to a

micely a general development. An ancient structure is deprived of its
mopumentality by being built over or despoiled by a!l sorts of modern
village additions. It is then observed that the general appearance is

unimpressive.  As a triumph of irrationality the ancient monument is then
demolished for replacement, while the modern squalor is left in place.

North gopura

Of this gopura not even the stone sub-structure was completed.
Since it is left at this carly stage of construction with the four monolithic
pillars of the frame work clearly visible. 1t is of some interest (takem in
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: s i ura is
distinguished.  Externally the area adjacent is drab, while the iopstorcs
built around and encroached on in the interior by modern dumps, "
industrial plants and a tall wireless tower,

Third Corridexr

The plan of Rameswaram temple was originally lald. out 'l]s%;l:
integral whole and the building completed or raised to a.conmderable 1(:|gst
over this plan in one period of construction. In this way ‘_he moah
notable feature is the three successive corridors or ambulatories which marL'
round the sanctuary cloisters integrated into the cathedrals so to speak-’
Excause of the dem;)lition carried out at the beginning of the cenufry Oﬂll)‘
the outer (third) corridor survives. Fortunately, since it is necessarily tﬁli
largest, it exemplifies this characteristic feature of the temple to the bes
advantage c. f. some comments of Percy Brown (his figures are not accurate,

“

...... the chiel glory consists in its pillared corridoré---~~~hlghly
decorated pillars of good proportions and closely set (‘on%u.)uc along
the entire length, each pillar being 12 fr. in height and rising from
a moulded stylobate (better a raised sidewalk) 5 ft. high. In almost
every direction therefore there is an unending perspective of columnar
halls, those on the north and south sides being particularly effective
as they are over 700 ftr. long.” (Indian Architecture L. p. 99).

The description written in the early part of the century still holds
good in the main of the third corridor although here as well recer'n
human activities have succeeded in reducing the * effectiveness”; Brown’s
photograph (p LXXIX 2) shows the original flooring of Jong massive baulks
of stone sct in the longitudinal sense, so admired by all who comment
on these temples. This system with its stretching, curving lines gives a
rugged, massive texture and emphasized the directional aspect of the
pradakshina (doubly significant at Rameswaram since the pradakshina path is
sunk beetween two sidewalls raised head high). This original flooring has
been since removed (a prodigious labour) and replaced by flat characteriess

granite slabs with the inevitable rubbish cement pointing. A truly wicked
destruction of a noble work.

The plastered columns and ceiling still
“scheme™ of decoration (again visible in
coasisted of a linear style, over-all
medallions with naive

clearly display their latcs
Browan’s photograph). This
decoration for the columns and
tableaux drawn from epic literature (the Ramayana)
on the ceiling. It is effecied with a sensible regard to a limited palette of
natural colours and has its merits. The state of preservation varies in the
different parts of the corridor. Best preserved on the south wing, [t is
ruined hopelessly by occasional daubing in the east (entrance) wing. While
on the west the corridor and its decoration alike is obscured by a bacaar.

In all ways it is clearly the south wing of the corridor which presents the
most impressive and original aspect.
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UNESCO
AND THE TEMPLES OF
TAMIL NADU
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Dr. Malcolm S. Adiseshiah

[He is a scholar in English, French and Tamil. He has been
Director General of the UNESCO and in that capacity helped the
preservation of art heritage in South India, the publication of Children’s
Encyclopaedia in Tamil, trapslation of Tamil Classics into European
languages, founding of the Interpational Institute of Tamil Studies and
the publication of a Tamil edition of COURIER. He has been member
of State Planning Commission, Chairman of Regional Awards Commitlee
of Film Censar Board, member of Central Advisory Board of
Education, Chairman, Indian Council of Social Science Research Review
Committece and member, Education Streering Committee of Central

Planning Commission. He is the founder and Director of the Madras
Institute of Development Studies, 74, Second Main Road, Gandhinagar,
Adyar. Madras-20.]

The Temples of Tamil Nadu are a part of the world’s cultural
heritage, are a monument to man’s conscience and creativity. The world’s
cultural heritage range from the Inca remains in Cusco and the Aztec
monuments in Mexico, Carthage in Tunisia, the Abu Simbal temples and
Philae in Nubea, the paintings and palaces of Venice, the Blue Mosque in
Istanbul, the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalam, Babylon in Iraq, Isfahan ia
Iran, Bamian in Afghanistan, Hanuman Dhoka in Nepal, Mohenjo-daro in
Pakistan, Angkor Wat in Cambodia, Borubudur in Jokya Karta and the
Temples of Tamil Nadu. They are the world’s cultural heritage because
though Jocated in one country, they belong to all countries and their
conservation and preservation are the world’s responsibility. They are a
monument to man’s conscience because they express man’s spiritual nature,
his moral outreach and ecthical longings and his conviction of the triumph of
light over darkmess, of good over evil and of peace and godliness over
strife and folly. Their preservation or restoration must therefore at all
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times maintain this quality of conscience which they represent, They are
creations of man’s creativity - that quality in man whose source and
inspiration is beyond man, reaching out to the divine.

It is this triple truth - the obligations imposed by the world’s cultural
heritage, the need to preserve this fine expression of man’s conscience,
and the daty to safeguard the awe and grandeur of this expression of man’s
divine creativity - that led UNESCO to cooperate with the trustees in a
programme of conservation of the Temples of Tamil Nadu. It started with
the Ranganathaswamy temple in Srirangam in 1966, wherein an international
team made an expert study of the means of preserving this beautiful very
ancient monument, provided its preservation programme with $10,000 of
equipment, material and chemicals and published a brochure on the temple
in English and French on the historic and religious value of the temple.
In 1968 UNESCO extended similar cooperation to the Ramanathaswamy
temple in Rameswaram in its programme of renovation. [t will soon be
publishing the glories of this temple in a UNESCO brochure in its two
working languages. The third temple on whiclr there will be similar
cooperative action by UNESCO is the Varadarajaswami temple in Conjeevaram.
The full UNESCO plan which 1 established 1s for that World Cultural
Organisation to participate in the conservation, preservation and restoration
of 10 Temples of Tamil Nadu by 1980. This time table for this great
and historic task must be kept up and that is the responsibility of the
people of Tamil Nadu and the Governmeots of Tamil Nadu and India in
their relations with and representation to UNESCO.

UNESCO like India is deeply engaged in building schools and
universities to spread cducation where illiteracy reigned, in developing scientific
and technological programmes covering Arid Jands, the water balance, the
ocean and its minerals and in technology transfers, to overcome poverty
and under-development and is helping setting up Satellites and media of
mass commuaication to promote trade and commerce between peoples of
the world. But both India and UNESCO must also harmonise the preservation
of cultural heritage with the economic and social changes which the battle
against poverty brings. They must, in the words of the UNESCO legislation,
recognise that it is essential for man’s mental and spiritual equilibrium and
development to preserve for him a fitting setting in which to live, where
he will remain in contact with his creator and the evidences of civilization
bequeathed to him by his ancestors and forebears. It is in helping to
preserve the Temples of Tamil Nadu that UNESCO will be carrying out

its constitutional obligation of embodying * the intellectual and spiritual
solidarity of mankind”.
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S. THIRUVENKATACHARI,
M.A., L.T., M.Ed. (Madras). M.A. (Columbia)
Principal, Dr. Alagappa Chettiar Training College. Karaikudi
and author of 'The Setupatis of Ramnad’

In their patronage of Carnatic music the Setupatis were as zealous
as the Maratta rulers of Tanjore. It may be at once said that Carnatic music
would pnot have developed to the extent it has developed today but for the

great encouragement it received at the hands of the Setupatis.
Great The period of the Setupati rule was a period of great singers and
musicians musicologists in the Tamil country. There was not a single eminent

musician who had pot exhibited his talent in the court of the
Setupatis and received presents from the Setupatis in recognition of his superior
talents. Maha Vaidyanatha Iyer, Patnam Subramauia lyer, Tirukkodika Krishna
Iyer, Tanjai Narayanaswmi Appa are only a few of the persons out of the
hundreds that were under the constant care, support and patronage of the
Ramnad rulers. The introduction of the Navaratri celebration during
Tirumalai Setupati’s regime crcated many opportunities for the musicians to
come to Ramnad and participate in the sadas which the Sctupati convened every

day during the Navaratri.

The great saint-musician Sadasiva Brahmendra was not a vidwan sitting

permanently in the court of any of the Setupatis, but was certainly a product

of the cultural renaissance in the Marava country resulting from

Sadasiva the phenomenal encouragement and support that the Setupatis,

Brahmendra and later, the Pudukkottai rulers, extended to the arts of peace.

Sadasiva lived in Pudukkottai in the middle of the eighteenth

century and made his sigaificant contribution to the development of devotional
music. His songs sung even today are in simple mellifluous Sanskrit.

B 41



Amoang the other noted musicologists was Vidwan Srinivasa Iyengar,
popularly known as Poochi Iyepgar, probably from a mapnerism of his. He
was a great scholar in Tamil Sanskrit and Telugu, and his

Poochi Iyengar compositions in Telugu and Sanskrit are very famous and

are  sung even loday. Though an ‘‘all-rounder’” in music,
Javali was his forte.

Poochi Iyengar was also a sweet singer. [ have heard from his
neighbour and conlemporary, the late Mahavidwan Raghava Iyengar, that
the Setupati used to be literally in raplumislem‘d to  the
golden-voiced inusician. We have in Ariyakkudi Sri Ramanuja Iyengar, his
disciple, an able and worthy successor who preserves much of the grandeur

of the classical Carnatic music more or less in the same way as his
master,

There were also eminent Tamil composers during the Setupati’s regime.
Of them Madurakavi was very famous. He was a contemporary of
Muthirulappa  Pillai and the Marudu Brothers, and enjoyed their liberal

patronage. His :Kirtanams are in beautiful Tamil. Maoy of his
Tamil  songs are on goddess Meenakshi. He wase specially gifted as a
Music  composer of Paduins. Among bis disciples was Kavikunjara Iyer,

the author of the dlagar Kuravanji. He also composed a bunch
of songs with the title Kandapurana Kirtanaigal.

Another composer of eminence was Subramania Kavirayar who has
celebrated Kottaisami Devar in his Tirumana Kuravanji. His disciple was

Malavarayanendal Chinnasami Iyer the celebrated composer of the Periya-
purana Kirtanai.

Muthuramalinga Setupati whom we have already referred to as a
Tamil poet, was also a connoisseur of Carnatic music. Besides being an
able exponent of that form of music, he was a musicologist and a
theoretician. Among his notable musical works are the Gayaka Priya and
the Rasika Ranjanam. That the Setupati was an expert in Hindustani music

also may be gathered from the number of Hindustani
these works.

songs included in

Bharata Natya received a great impetus during the Setupati regime.
Some of the Setupatis themselves were eminent students of that art.
Tiru\r_n_alai Setupati, for instance, was given the title of Bharata Nataka
Praveena. 1In the murals within the Ramalinga Vilasam palace there arc a
!'cﬁaimings depicting Bharata Natyam poses which are an evidence of
the excellence which this art attained under the patronage of the Setupatis.
That quite a number of Kuravanjis and musical compositions of the Javali
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and the Padam varieties were composed by many of the musicians patronised
by the Setupatis is additional proof of this.

The Setupatis were greatly interested in painting also. It is much
more than a coincidence that the best paintings of ancient Tamil Nad are
found only is Sittannavasal, part of the Marava country. The Setupatis

decorated the walls of their palaces with high class murals by
Painting  eminent painters, Quite a Jarge number of murals are found

even today in the Ramalinga Vilasam palace. ft is interesting
to note that some of the paintings depict the important events ol the
history of the Setupati rule.

The first panel to the left in the interior of the Ramalinga Vilasam
palace, as one enters, contains a beautiful picture of a Tanjore war.
It is not easy to say which of the Tanjore wars it represents, though one
may not be far off the mark by assigning this painting and most other
paintings to a period later than 1303.

The painting showing the meeting of Colonel Martinz and the ‘rebel’
Muthuramalinga is also of great historical value. In the central Darbal
Hall to the left of the throne on which the Setupati sat during the
Navaratri Darbar. there is fine painting on the roof showing pearl-fishing
in the Gulf of Mannar. To the left of the throne there is another painting
on the roof showing the skill of the Marava soldiers in the use of the

boomerang.

Quite a large number of paintings represent ir colour stories from
the epics and the Puranas.

Apart from the murals, there are quite a number of high class
portraits in the possession of the family, and some of them are really
masterpieces in colour.

The Ramalinga Vilasam paiace built by Kilavan Setupati, and added
to by his successors, is a magnificent building with a majestic entrance
and commodious halls inside. The old fort of Ramnad that surrounded
the palace has almost disappeared: but the palace, be it said to the

credit of the aesthetic-minded Setupatis, is in an excellent
Secular state of repair. The open spaces within the palace that should
Architccture  once have been sites of beautiful lawns and gardens, and the

family temple close by, with access both direct from the palace
and from outside, and the cluster of buildings that provided residence to
the ministers and other superior officers of the kingdom are reminiscent of
the glory that was once Ramnad.
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[R. NAGASWAMY born in 1930 in Unjalur Village, Erode Taluk., Coim-
batore District - studied M. A., in Sanskrit language and literature (Special
subjects Advaita. Visishiadvaita, Dvaita and Sahitva). He has undergene
training in Archacological Excavations and Conservation in the School of
Archaeology, New Delhi. At the invitation of the British Council, visited
United Kingdom in 1963 to study Archaeological techniques. He has parti-
cipated in the first three International Tamil Conferences. He has specialised
in Tamil and Sanskrit literature, Archacology. Epigraphy, Art and Archi-
tecture. Iconography and History. He is the author of many books znd
over 100 rescarch asticles. His articles have been published in U.S.A.,
England, France and Germany. He has visited U.K., France, Italy, Greece,
Malaysia and Singapore. His studies on Mamallapuram have reccived the
attention of International scholars. His latest work is on ** Sakti Cult in
Tamil Nadu "™ which is his docloral desertation.}
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INDIAN RELIGION
IN AMERICA

N N NN

In the first Aush of enthusiasm for Indian religious thought, Ralph Waldo
Emerson wrote: It [the Gita] was the first of the books—it was as if an empire
spoke to us ”” And it is true that the Gita and the Upanishads helped nurture the
Traoscendentalism of New England in the carly 1800s. Then, in 1893, an extra-
ordinary [ad,ian burst upon the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago, Swami
Vivekananda whose cloquent exposition of Vedanta increased American interest
in religions of the Orient. Recent years have seen an unprecedented surge of
American enthusiasm for Oriental religions and cults—Zen Buddhism, yoga,
TransiendentalMeditation, and Krishna Consciousness, No one knows exactly
how many Americans are involved in these religious practices, but estimates poiot
to about 500,000 members of organized groups. However, if one counts students

of yoga, practitioners of meditation. and believers in mysticism, the figure may
well run into millions.

The most visible form of Hinduism in America todéy is the Krishna Consci-
ousness movement founded in 1966 by Swami A.C. Bhaktivedanta. Today
bas 30 U.S. centers, and its groups of beardless youths with shaven heads
saffron robes can be seen in many American cities.

it
and

But perhaps the most spectacularly successful sect is the Divine Light Mis-
sion of 15-year-old Guru Maharaj Ji which has, within a short space of time,
gained 40,000 followers and established 54 ashrams. Then there is Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi and his Maharishi Tnternational University, with its headquarters in
Los Angeles.  Anotner guru is Swami Satchidananda, who gained attention by
opening  the Woodstock rock festival in 1969. Older religious leaders are not

ignored, and the teachings of Sri Aurobindo are being studied at
across the U.S,

10 centers

After Hinduism, it is Buddhism that claims the greatest number of adherents

in America, with three distinct varicties being practiced—Zen, Tibetan, and Nichi-
ren Shoshu.

Whether it is Krishna Consciousness or Zen Buddhism, cach has given a
new dimension to American religious life. As Professor Winston King of Vander-
bilt University says: “Eastern religiosity has now become one possible option for
Americans, and its study is...a permanent parf of the academic scene.”

~—SPAN January 1975
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Reprinted from

The Hindu Weekly Magazine March 18, 1962

with the kind perr“lsgon of the author/
\
THAYUMANAVAR : Tamil Statesman - Sain
This year the tercentenary of a great Tamil pa W@r&ﬂeyed
the honour of the land by organising a movement of natiomal unity
which forced the Portugese to flee from Rameswaram.

By N. Kandaswamy Pillai

Thayumanavar, a Vellala of the Chola country by caste, was born in the
first quarter of the 17th century as the second son of Kediliappa Pillai in an
ancient family respected by the country and the Crown.

Kediliappa Pillai, a trusted officer of the Empire, was administering the
southern divisions of the deparments held under the direct control of the Imperial
Government with his headquarters at Vedaranyam, five miles from Point Cali-
mere (Kalligicium of of Ptolemy) which is only 40 miles from Point Pedro in
Ceylon a strategic centre for intelligence activities of foreigners in Ceylon and
surrounding seas. Subsequently, when it became essential for the Imperial admini-
stration to have some watch over the distant Viceroys, his headquarters was trans-
fecred to Tiruchirapalli, which was also the capital of the Madura Viceroys. It
appears, his elder brother, and after bim, his eldest son, who was given in adoption
to him, were in charge of the Imperial departments of the Vedaranyam centre-
Though the Saint was born at Vedaranyam, he was named after the local deity of
Tiruchirapalli which had become their residential place then.

Low Morale of the People

Thayumanavar, early in life, succeeded his lather as the Auditor General
of the Imperial Administration; and after some years, became the Chancellor of
the Exchequer of the Madurai Kingdom which was ruied by Thirumalai Nayakar.
At that time, the morale of the Nayak and his men was very low. All the qualities
that made Vijayanagar Empire great had disappeared: and vices, that hasten the
downfall of empires and kingdoms, had grown abundantly in various forms. The
Naik. with little wisdom and actuated solely by extreme selfishness, had sought
the aid of the Muslims and the Portugese to root out the Empire and ruin
his neighbouring kingdoms. He forgot the cruelty with which Captain Suarez,
notorious for his evil ways, was transferring the loyalty of his own subjects to
the King of Portugal and collecting taxes from them for the benefit of
the Portugugese Crown. He also turned a blind eye to the extreme audacity
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of Count de Linharez, the Viceroy of Goa. who sent a fleet of 12 vessels
on an errand of devastation to -m'crawe the people and in his (Viceroy)
words, to punish the Madura Nuyakar (Tirumalai himself). He approached
the very Viceroy to get a miuv:ul alliance with Philip [V, King of P‘ortugal
and Spain and allowed the Portugese 10 exiend their domain and inftuence.

In the internal administration, the Naik and his men refused to accept
the truth that the State and the

Crown were created by the pzople for
their well-being.

The atmoslhere was too thick and foul for the new Chancellor of
the Exchequer, who got convinced that no good could be done to the
country by remaining there. and got away from the State GovcrnmeAnt,
counting on his original office in  the Imperial Government for doing
something to save the country from the aggressive FEuropean powers and
Muslim invaders, There, the matters became even worse: the Emperor

Sriranga 11 was appealing for help to the Moghul Shajehan Dby offering
himself to become a Muslim. This, the

all that was near and dear to
of serving God, country and ¢

Saint took as a death blow for
the hearts of the people. He lostall hopes
ulture remaining under kings and emperors.
Then. after getting freed from all the administrative responsibilities. he

retired to his native village, his brother got him married and settled in

domestic life, lest he should turn an  ascetic in utter disappoiatment at
the ways of the world.

Ascetic Life

He did not lead domestic life for a long time - his wife passed away
after the first child, a son named Kanagasabapathi, was born. The Saint
then cut himself off trom society and turned an ascztic.  He had been
equipping himself with necessary knowledge required for such a lire and he
was a keen student of all systems of philosophy and sacred literature m
both Sanskrit and Tamil. Further. he had also the rare good fortune M‘
getting near a ‘liberated soul’. who had initiated him in the mysteries 0'_
Siddhas (souls with supernatural powers), yogic practices, and esolericisms of
the |Saiva Siddhaatha philosophy,

Thayumanavar's  ascetism was not the typs that eradicated man's
human content by concentraling on self and its salvation: but one that
linked the self with the Divine process. Far from the madding crowd. in
secluded recesses of the Vedaranyam jungle area near the sea

4 he was
anchored in the realm of spirit,

constantly investigating his consciousness.
The saint yearned for that knowledge and experience promised by the
teachings of immortal sages and saints, after the dissolution of the physical
frame, to be had in_this life iself, so that he might communicate his
experience 10 his fellow beings and share the bliss with them.
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At this stage, an irresistable call of the country brought him back
to the aftairs of the world. Since his withdrawal from public life, too much had
heppened too fast in the country, (o undermine the very foundations on which
the culture and welfare of the land stood. |The Portugese flag was unfurled on
the towers of Rameswaram. This banner shook the land with terror: thinking
people apprehended the catastrophe of the ancient Tamil land becoming a
Portugese crown colony. But none could save the situation neither the
decrepit rulers nor the oppressed people.

Stiength Through Unity

Al this crisis, in the middle of December 1662, Thayumanavar came
out on the scene with his tremendous knowledge of buman nature and
made a spiritual approach. He knew well the tribal link, existing in the
Maravas in spite of various menacing differences. The Saint brought ali the
Marava chiefs together by explaining the dire consequences of a Portugese
basc at Rameswaram and made them realise, that without sacrificing their
individuality and independence, all of them could stand united for a
common cause with 2 common spirit nnder a common leader. Further,
with his prophetic voice, he said if they would rise to the occasion with
the dignity of man and faith in God at heart. the very sound of their
trumpets and drums would make the Portugese flee the island, Rameswaram
All the Marava warriors rallied round Raghunatha Sethupati, whom the
Saint elected as the General of the Marava Army and a well-disciplined
army ol 30,000 marched on to Rameswaram. The Saint went in advancc
with the frm belief of settling tha matter without any loss of life. The
Christian Fathers in ths settlement were helpful to his aim, but the
Portugese Captain intoxicated with naval strength spurned the Saint’s efforts.
The Saint was coavirced that ‘It is the will of God, the Portugese shouid
vacale the Sacred land’. The Captain soon learnt that his fleet had gone
peil-mell at the sight of a Dutch fleet of superior power and seeing the
numerical strength of the advancing Marava Army. he surrendered and was
allowed to leave the island with all his men and their belongings
unscathed. Raghunatha_ Sethupathi, with the common consent of all,
became the protector of the island.

The statesman-saint insisted that the present unity which gave them
strength and the strength which gave them victory and prestige should not

be a passing show of the hour and should be turped into a permanent
edifice.

It was to work out the details and evolve a Code of Conduct for
them in the presence of the Saint, all the chiefs assembled on the 24ib

B 55



of Thai at the Royal Gardons. Unfortunately, the gardeners who. cleared
the ground during the night without seeing the human being sittting 'lh.cre
in darkness, dumped the fallen leaves over the Saint who was sitting
absorbed in the contemptation of the Divine. Then, to remove the heap,

they set fire to it. He, who was the abode of God on Earth, left for his
abode in God in heaven.

Quest of Truth

The Saint, who appears surprisingly modern in spirit, was well-
rooted in the ancient culture of our land and attempted to recapture the
dignity, mission, greatness and spirit  of the past. But, he never had
intellectual ambition, having been drawn to spiritual life even from his
early days. He was alwaysin quest of truth. He placed purity of conduct
above learning and rated universal Jove as the complete expression of
virtue. He was equally at home in the world of duty and in the refalm
of spiritual realisation. He brought light to his age and made the lives
of his feliow beings worth while. He was compassionate, content with
litle, and sought the Supreme for the salvation of mankiad. He reminds

us of Janaka and Marcus Aurelius. Verily, he is a sage and poet of all
ages and countries,

It becomes the duty of all interested in our ancient culture, in the
beginning of the Saint's tercentenary, to familiarise our generation with
his thoughts and deeds and try to follow at least a part of his ideals.

- [The author is an octogenerian who has rendered valuable services to the
cause of Tamil learning for over 50 vears. His publications include a
Tamil translation of Grey's ELEGY. As Hony. Secretary of Saraswa[h{
Mabhal Library. Thagjavur, he has been responsible for the publication of
rare works. FHe has been closely connected with Karanthai Tamil Sangam
and with the Annamalaj University, he was on the panel of research
consultants for the variorum edition of Kamba Ramayapam. He gave
his services to the French Institut of Indologie, Pondichery for the transla-
tion (into French) project of Saiva Agamas and allied works. He has
been editing THEVARAM texts for the Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer
Library, under a scheme financed by the Govt. of India. The Govt. of

Tamil Nadu has entrusted to him the task of publishing a work an
SIDDHA SYSTEM of MEDICINE.

The article, published above, has been based on letters of Jesuit

Missionaries in the i7th Century and on information gathered through
the French [ostitut of ladologie.]
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RAMESWARAM

Extract from
SOUTH INDIAN SHRINES

by
Jagadisa lyer

LTI

p 190

A bath in the sea at Rameswaram at the junction of the Indian Ocean
and the Bay of Bengal, is very sacred. The junction itself is ascribed to
Sri Rama, who is also said to have destroyed the invincible bridge with
his Kotband, when the people complained that Rakshasas from Lanka
might come across the bridge and harm them.

There are several inscriptions in the temple, which relate the exploits
of various kings. One of them relates that Raghunatha Sethupathi who
ruled a small principality near this place about 1669 A. D., defeated the
armies of the Raja of Tanjore in a battle and anonexed the towns of
Mannargudi, Pudukottai, Arantangi, Devakottai and Tiruvarur.  Another
inscription mentions that the mighty Thirumalai Sethupathi (1645 - 1670)
assisted the Madura king and defeated the Rajah of Mysore who invaded
Madura. In appreciation of his services, the king of Madura gave to
Tirumalai Szthupathi the villages of Tirupuvanam, Tiruchuli and Pallimadai.
The copper plates relate (1) that Dalavoy (Commander-in-chief) Kattadevar
made a gift of five villages to the temple of Ramanadha on 20—11—1606
for worship and offerings and again on the 8th July 1607 eight villages
near Pamban. (2) Hiranyagrabha Ravikula Sethupathi ordered that Muthu-
vijayan Servai should get food every day from the temple in appreciation
of his having dragged the king's elephant by its tail dated 8th Jume 1627,
(3) Sri Tirumalai Raghunadha Sethupathi performed Hiranyagarbhadanam
at Danushkoti on 12th January 1659. (4) Sasivarana Periya Udayar Thevar
alias Vijaya Raghunadha construcled a mutt (monastry) on the bank of the
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Vaigai and gave a plot of land for its maintenance to Satyavasagaswami,
who came from Chidambaram on the 26th November 1734. Jaffna was
also brought under his control.  An agreement was entered into between
the Darmakartha Ramanadha Pandaram and 512 Mahajanas of Rameswaram
on the 29th August 1772, conseqrent on the resumption of Ccnainilemple
villages, by Nawab Asarat, who confined the Sethupathi at Trichinopoly-
The temple servants went to Chennapatnam, paid homage to Nawab Asarat
and his Dewan Rayar and redeemed the viilages.

THE RITUAL OF RAMESWARAM

The temple bu.idings are very large and like others in the south
they are surrounded by a high wall on the four sides. covering an area
measuring about 865 feet from east 10 west by 657 feet from north to
south,’ with unfinished gopuras or gate towers on the east, south and
north and a single complete one about 78 feet high on the west side towards
the village. On the east side is the largest unfinished gopura, not the wall
of the present outer cnclosure, but on that of an inner oge surrounding
what js known as second prakara, or enclosure, while outside thc main
wall on that side are 1wo large porticos, one opposite this gopura and
leading up towards it and the other a little to the south, leading in towards
a subordinate gopura in the line with the last and surmounting the gateway
- in front of the temple of the Goddess or Amman.

Inside the great enclosure is the third prakara abutting on the east
wall and measuring about 690 feet by 435. A passage about 18 feet wide
with raised corridors of about the same breadth on each side,
the western entrance into this outer prakara or enclosure,
the great corridors surrounding the inner buildings,
imposing feature of the temple,

leads from
which contains
and is by far the most
Like the entrance passage it has a corridor

on a raised platform on each side of it and runs round the four sides of
the rectangle which it encloses.

This third corridor or prakara alone
it, and nearer the east face than the west, is
west by about 314 feet from north to south, also surrounded by a high
wall enclosing the second prakar. which is by no means so imposing, though
somewhat older than the third: ard within this again are the first prakara
or inner enclosure round the shrines of the God RAMALINGASWAMI
and of his consort PARVATAVARDHINI AMMAN, OF VISWANATHA-
SWAMI AND VISALAKSH] AMMAN, besides a number of smaller chapels

is open to all castes. Within
an area 386 feet from east to
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and rooms. The principal shrines are said to have been built by Udaiyan
Sethupathi, with the aid of a Ceylon prince styled Pararaja Sekhara in
S. 1336 (A.D. 1414), the latter having had the stones hewn at Triukonamalai
and numbered on the spot, ready to be put together. This is said to be
supported by the architectural style of these buildings themselves and by
inscriptions on the base of the chief sbrine. The north and south gopuras
are unfinished and ascribed to one Kirana Rayar, of the Dakhan, about
1420 A.D.

The western gopura, like the others, built entirely of hewn stone
and the outer surrounding walls are said to be the work of Udaiyan
Sethupathi and a Komatti of Nagur, near Nagapattinam, (1434 A.D.) and
statues of the merchant and his wife surmount the eastern wall. In 1430
additions were made to the inner buildings by a wealthy Hindu from Madura
and others in S. 1490 by Chinna Udaiyan Secthupathi Kattatevar, then a
feudatory of Viswanatha Nayakar of Madura, whose statue and that of his
son Krishnappa were set up in front of the Nandi. An inscription relating
to this by the side of the door into the first prakaram, in front of these:
was destroyed. with others. some twenty years ago or more, duriog a suit
between the Pandaram of the temple and the Zamindar of Ramnad.?

The southern half of the second prakara was erected, it is said,
about 1540, by Tirumalai Sethupathi, whose statue and of his son Raghunatha
stand by the side of the south entrance into the Amman temple and are
honoured with pgarlands and an offering of betel nut and flowers® every
Friday night when the image of thc Swami is brought to this place on
its way to the b:d (Palliarai) in the Amman temple. Raghunatha Tirumalai
Sethupathi, just named, built the rest of the second prakara about S. 1580.

The great unfinished eastern gopura is ascribed to Dalavai Sethu-
pathi in S. 1571, who also built the Sabhapati shrine in the north-east
corner of the third prakara. In S. 1624 Hiranyagarbhayajt Ravikula Vijaya
Raghunatha Sethupathi, besides other buildings, erected tbe Palliyarai, or
bedroom of the Amman temple and the mandapa in front - in which are
statues of himself* and his brother Kadamba Tever.

About S 1662 the Sethupathi began the third prakara, setting up
the entrances into it from the gopuras on all four sides and it was
completed by Muttu Ramalinga Sethupathi (born S. 1647 A. D. 1725-6) in
S, 1691. The statues ot the latter and of his two mantris—Muttirulappa
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Pillai, son of Saundara Pandiyan Pillai and Krishana Ayyangar,® with
members of his are conspicuous in the western entrance corridor.

The temple therefore is not the work of one age, but extends ?ver
a period of 360 years and has been erected and endowed almost exclusively
by one family, the Sethupathi Chiefs of Ramnad. It is one of the last
great works of the Hindus and the latest additon to it 1s the finest of all:
(see Ferguson’s History of Indian and Eastern Architecture, C pp355-358).

The puja or ritual of this temple may deserve notice, as it w.ill 1.36
found peculiar in some details and differing from what is the practice in
lemples north of the Tungabadra and Krishna,

At half past 4 or 4.30A. M. the padasaiva (Tam-Osan) comes into
the east porch in front of shrine of Hanuman and blows thrice on a
conch, tiokling on a javaghanta (Tamil Sekandi) or small gong hung on
his right wrist with a small stick held between the fingers of the same
hand. Then he proceeds to the south, west and east gates in succession
and repeats the summons. During certain seasons, he visits the temples
outside and blows also on the sea-shore. Then come the melakarans or
musicians - three with drums, bheri (Tamil peri or nagara), mridangabheda
Tamil tavil) and damaruga, two pipers (nagaswara), a castanet (kaitalam)
player and one with a trumpet kakala (Tamil ekkalam) and play in fron
of the Hanuman shrine in the east entrance. The Sthanikars, who keept
the keys and have charge of the jewels, the Bhattars or priests and the
dancing-girl (Muraikari) officiating for the day, with rudraksha beads in
place of jewels, dressed as a Bramani and her hair uncombed - all having
already bathed - come with the peons and servants of the Dharmakartha
or Superintendent and open all the doors up to the kitchen and the
store-keeper gives out rice and other provisions for the day. A hundred
and eighty measures of rice is said to be the daiy dole-40 to the
servants and 140 10 be cooked for the worship.

Besides these officials it may be as well here to

enumerate also the
following:—

The Gurukkal is the priest whose dut
assistant is the Sadacharya.
the Naivedya and the water
elephant.

y it is to make the puja. His
The Savaiyar assisis at the abhisheka, bringing
(tirumanjanam) in a silver pot (ghata) on the
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The Nayinar is Superintendent of all the temple ;?éll;ymna.

The Mantraprusha repeats the Mantra when the lj}]%mr or Gurrukkal
asks forgiveness at the conclusion of each puja.

The Agama assists in making samprokshana accordin@’@ﬂﬂgﬂ?’l/
s eh

sastra.

The Vedaparayana repeats the Veda behind the image when it is
carried out during a festival.

The Kattiyam holds the silver baton when the image is brought
out at the time of dipaaradhana and repeats the Kattiyam every evening
when the Swami is carried to the palliyarai.

The Sripadam carry the image in the palanquin. inside the temple
the Siviyars (Sivikayars) bear it,

The Periamurai bring the curds, milk, etc., from the Araivasal and
also light all the dipas and give them to the Gurukkal during the pujas.

About half past five, when the cooks have prepared the naivedya
(food) the doors of the Mahamandapa of the temple itself are opened.
The pujakars. bhattars, sthanikars and dharmakartas then go to the
Mahamandapa of the Amman Temple with the musicians and open the
door and the priest presents a camphor light at the bed in which the
images lie, with fruit and betel-nut. A sthanikar® in a reverential attitude
then says to thc image or Swami:

“Awake Lord of the Universe, author of good to this whole world
and for the word’s benefit, be pleased to accept my daily worship.™

_ They then place the image, which is of gold, in a small palanguin
and carry it out at the south door and preceded by musicians and
dancing-girls, two silver sticks, two torches, a silver umbrella and a chamara,
it is carried round the second prakara by the west, to the east entrance
of the Swami temple and placed in the Ardhamandapa or room between
the shrine (garbhagriba) and mahamandapa. The bhattar next goes into
the shrine” and removes the old garlands (nirmalya) from the linga and
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puts them upon the image of Chandikeswara, which is in a small chapel

just behind the shrine®. Tf this were not dome, the puja would lose its
merit or be of no benefit to the God.

The bhattar next performs® a short sankalpa, thus- sitting in the
Mahamandapa facing the east, he puts a pavita or darbba grass on the fourth
finger of the right hand and bending two other stalks of darbha round
the same finger he makes pranayama, i, e, holds his nose with the third
and fourth fingers and thumb and repeats a mantra.

Then he puts his hand to his right ear and joins his hands,
be says:-

“By Siva’s orders and for Siva's kind acceptance, [ perform the
sacred rite of the morning worship as prescribed by rules™.

Then he performs punyavachanam - pouring water into a brass vessel
afeer fumigating it with lighted camphor, he places it on some rice laid
on a raised stone {punyavachanakuradu) in the floor, having first tied a
& thread round the pot four times over the shoulder and bottom, and
putting akshatah, (rice grains coloured with turmeric) on foui sides of it

laying a coconut on them and a garland over it,

bhe knots together three
darbha stalks

and spreads out the lower ends (darbha kurcha) so that it
may stand over the coconut and make pranayama, saying:-

“By Siva’s order and for Siva’s
Punyavachana ceremony, for
morning time (service),

kind acceptance 1 perform the
the purification of the vessels during the holy

He then lays down the coconut, and darbha kurcha and taking the
mango leaves, dips the tips of them six times into the water and dropping
it into a smaller vessel. The bhattar now pours the water back into the
first pot and replacing the coconut he takes 5,7 or 9 darbha stalks and
touches the pot, while the Sadacharya (adhyanabhatta) repeats the
Veda® - the bhattar following him; this last takes 10 or 15 minutes.
Again the bhattar takes off the Coconut and garland and lays them down
and dipping this darbha and mango leaves in the water he drops it on
his head. This is called atma-prokshanam. The rest of the water he
sprinkles over the floors and of the Maha and the Ardha mandapas and
the shrine and on the vessels used in the puja-to purify them.
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A sthanikar brings water from a well called the Kotitirtha, in the
first prakara and fills a large vessel that stands in the shrine. The
bhattar then takes a handful of sandalwood paste!® and rubs it on the
linga and the pitham on which it stands. Next he pours water over it
from the large vessel, repeating certain mantras.

“The Sri Chakra Tirtha (holy water) which is powerful to wipe off
the sin of the Betala'!, was created by Parameswara, Hanumat - saras,
Agasthya - tirtha, Raghurama - tirtha, Jata-tirtha, Lakshmana-saras, Chakra-
tirtha, Siva-tirtha, Samkha -tirtha, Yamuna -tirtha, Ganga -tirtha, Gayah-
ticth and others, form the karor of holy waters. The holy Sadhyamritha-
tirtha, the holy (water) named Manasa, which is as it were another
manasa'? itself and the Dhanushkoti-tirtha, (also form the number”).

“*May the Sindhu, Sarasvati, Yamuna, Godavari, Narmada, Kaveri,
Kapila. Prayzganiyata, Vetravati, Krishna, Bhimarathi, Palgu, Sarayu, Gandaki.
Gomathi - May these rivers that take their source from the feet of Hari
ever give prosperity”.

A sthanikar then draws a curtain, that runs on a rod, across the
Ardha mandapa and brings a dry cloth to the bhattar, who dries the
linga with it, and with rest of the water he washes the floor round the
vedi and ties two cloths round the linga, one of them in front and round
the middle of it (for vastra and upavastra): then he dips the second and
the fourth fingers!® of his hand in sandalwood paste and draws them
across the front of the linga, leaving 3 lines on it and on these he makes
a round spot-forming the tilaka. Then he puts a garland over it and
lays three bilva leaves (bilva dhalam upon i).

About 6 o’clock a sthanikar, aecompanied by musicians playing,
brings to the door of the shrine naivedya of boiled rice, bread, -curries,-
more than an ordinary meal to a sinple person. The bhattar sprinkles
the food with a few drops of water and repeats certain mantras,

Then he takes water thrice in his hand and pours it on the floor,
the Adhyanabhatter saying Arghyam, Padhyam, achamaniyam, as he lets
them fall in succession. Then taking bilva leaves in his hand he sways
or waves them thrice towards the linga, the other saying (for rice) Annam
Naivedyami for bread—apupam Naivedyami and for curry,—vyanjanam
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Naivedyami. Again he pours water thrice on the floor saying as before—
arghyam, etc. and the curtain is withdrawn.

A sthanikar next gives the bhattar a lamp'¢ (dhupa) in “'hi?h gum
Benzoin (or incense) is lighted and he incenses the linga, moving it first
downwards in a wavy line, then thrice round and up and down O.HCC,
Another lamp (dipa) is given and waved as before; then a camphor light.
The bhattar during all these services faces the north and now, at the
close of the morning puja (Suprabhatam, Tamil Tiruvanandal) he requests
the Swami or God to accept the food.

“O thou, that art worshipped by the Devas, be pleased 10
accept the rice.

payasa, (Rice boiled in milk) and puddings and' cakes leid

sitalehya (chilly powder), together with curd, milk and gh”,

And prostrates himself with joined hands in front of it.

About 7 A. M., the second service (Udayamartana) begins. The
bhattar taking water in a vessel goes into the shrine, joins his hands and
thus asks the Swami to accept this puja.

“Salutation to Rudra, to Bhima (the fearful), to Nilakantha, to
Vedhas, to Kapardio, to Suresa, to Vyomakesa. O Sankara, accept my
worship which is performed with fruits, holy incenses, holy rice of various
kinds and the sixteen kinds of external honours”.

Then he dips his fingers in the water and ecastes it' on the linga
and says cerlain mantras.

“Whether pure or impure, in whatever state of body (physical or

mental) a man may be, if he only contemplates the lotus-eyed (Vishnu)
he becomes pure both externally and internally.”

He next throws water thrice on the floor, saying arghayam, etc.
A sthanikar then brings naivedhya - rice mixed with curd (dadhyodhana),
bread, fresh butter and curry and the curtain is drawn. The bhattar
sprinkles the food with water, and then waves his hand four times towards
the linga and Says some mantras with the successive movements.

The curtain is again removed and sthanikars bring dhupa, dipa and

camphor lights, which are successively waved as before. Then the bhattar
locks the doors and goes out,
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The same is done in all the four shrines (Ramanatha, Hanumalingam,
Parvathavarthani and Visalakshi) and the food is distributed to the temple
servants.

The third or Udayakalapuja commences at about 9 o'clock. A sthanikar
takes water in a silver pot lrom the Kotitirtha and with it he mounts an
elephant which is ready in the second prakara and comes out by the eastern
gate with musicians, chamara, umbrella and the dancing-girl of the day'?
in advance and before them a second elephant. The procession turns to
the south and comes round the templs, re-enters at the eastern gate'® and
proceeds round the third Prakara to the eastern entrance. where the sthanikar
dismounts with the water and carries it into the Ardhamandapa. Thet
the bhatiar comes and the sthanikar brings water in another vessel into
which the bhattar dips his fingers and drops it on his own head and says
certain mantras.

“The five kinds of purity : Let there be first of all purity of soul”.

This is called atmasuddhi: he also drops some of it on the Hoor
as (sthalasuddhi) and says mantras.

““Secondly, purity of place’.

Again he sprinkles the vessels (dravysuddhi) and says certaln mantras.

“Thirdly, purity of things {accompaniments)”.

“TFourthly, purity of the linga™.

And to prevent his yawning, coughing, etc., he makes mantrasuddhi
repeating some mantras.

 Fifthly, let there be the purity of rthe manwras. Thus five kinds of
purities are enumerated.” He then sits down in the Mahamandapa and
worships Surya.

“Rule for covering the ground: The best mode of covering is by
two measures of Sali grain; a medium mode is by half of that quantity;
a low mode is by half a measurc: these (three) form the definition of
Sthandila. The lowest mode is by a quarler measure.”

And the rule for worship is,

On a raised stonec in the floor in front of him a sthanikar place:
4 measures of rice, which the bhattar spreads into a square and traces on
it a circular flower with its & petals. On it he places darbha grass and
flowers, saying :- Srideviayainamah - and then puts a little sandal paste on it.
He then takes an emply vessel like a tea pot without handle and after
fumigating it with lighted camphor he ties a thread over it, passing it
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five times at equal distances down the sides and over the shoulders anfi
bottom and putting sandal paste and akshatha on four sides, he places it
over the figure drawn on the rice, Next, taking akshatha in his left hand
he places it on the rice at the bottom of the vessel saying - Pade. Brahmanam
avadhayami'”. Again he puts more on the body of pot, saying:- Madhye
Vishnum avadhayami; on the lip saying certain mantras.

“The precept for defying the water in the vessel. lnside the vessel,
Ganga, Yamuoa, Narmada, Sarswati. Sindhu, Godavary, Kaveri and Tambra-

parni are to be worshipped, At the spout of the vessel, Vigneswara is
to be worshipped.”

Lastly, he puts some into the spout and says certain mantras.
“1 worship Vigneswara at the spout ( of the vessels)’.

A sthanikar now takes the silver pot full of water and pours it
into the vessel. The bhattar puts a pavitra of darbha grass on his finger.

“The rule for making Pavitra:- Two darbha grasses each of twelve
finger - breadths long must be (wined together. Two finger - breadths in
length must be devoted 10 [orm the ring of the pavitram; one finger breadth

for the konot: four finger breadths for the tail; this is the description of
the payitram ™.

The sthanikar brings a large flat brass tray called thaambulam with
half a measure of rice. some betel nut, fruit ( plantains ), sandal paste,
flowers, sugar, darbha grass, coconut and mango leaves and sets the tray
on the south of the kumbha.

““The rule for the collection of the things required for Punyahavachana :-
In the vellel rice, betel-leal, fruit, sandal powder, and flowers: molasses.
darbha grass and mango leaf must be placed to the right.”

The bhattar sits facing the east and the Sadhacharya and any other

Brahmauns knowing the Veda who may wish to join, sit down near him.
The bahttar asks:~

* Charitable people: Permit me to pronounce the
Punyahavachanam !”

They reply :- “Let it be said .
He says:- Akshtah!

The reply. - “Let there be akshatas .
Bhattar. - ““ Fees'?

Brahmans. ~ ‘“Let there be fees ™.
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The bhattar then takes the mango leaves, coconut, darbba grass and
cloth and lays them on the kumbha - the head of the coconut pointing to
the east. Then the bhattar performs sankaipa, as before, A sthanikar brings
him a cloth and garland and the bhattar ties the cloth round the neck of
the kumbha and puts the garland over it. Then taking down the coconut,
he dips the mango leaves into the water thrice and drops the water into
another vessel with the same formula as in the first puja. Next ftouching
the pot with some darbha stalks, he and the Brahmahs repeat portions of
the Veda for about an heur. The bhattar then offers betel-leaf, sugar and
flowers, as naivedhya to kumbha, saying, Varunarajayanamah and from
another vessel he sprinkles water thrice on floor with the wusual formula -
Arghyam. etc. Now taking water and a flower in his hands, he waves it
twice, as an offering, towards the kumbha, saying certain mantras.

Next he poursinto the milk, first the curd, next the ghee, third the
gomayam and lastly the gomutram and takes the vessel into the garbhagriha
or the shrine and sets it on the north side of the linga®®.

Again a sthanikar brings four measures of rice and places it on the
raised stone or flag and the bhattar spreads it in a square and draws on

it a lotus flower with ten petals, the 3rd pointing to the touth and the
8th north, the numeration commencing from the east. On it he places
sandal paste and flowers and putling akshatha in his lefthand he places
a litde of it on the petal

Placing a large pot (ghatam) on the centre of it and ten smaller
ones (kalasam) round it on the petals, all fumigated first with camphor
and with threads tied round each in the usual fashion here, he puts
akshatha and sandal paste on the four sides of each. A sthanikar then
brings water (from the Koti-tirtha) and pours into each pot and ties a
cloth round the neck, placing mango leaves, a coconut, darbha and a
garfand on all, The bhauar now washes his hands and feet at a well
close to the mandapa and returning into the Mahamandapa. he sits down
facing east (the pavitra being still on his hand), and here he makes
pranayama in the usual wav, then crossing his forearms, with closed fists
he beats his temples with the kunckles and muttering ‘Sri Ganesya Namah'.
Then he begins the Sankalpa'® and says certain mantras. <For the pacifi-
cation of all obstacles let us think of him who is dressed in white robes
who is Vishnu himself, who is of the colour of the moon, who has fou
hands and who is of pleasing appearance.’ .
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And then holding his (wo hands clasped on the right knee, the
right hand above, he repeals certain mantras,

In the second - southern division of the Continent of Brahma wl?ich
is going (its round) by the command of the great and reverend Siva:
in the (present) time of Svetavaraha in the reign of Vaivasvatha-manu: tl.lc
twenty-cighth: in the first quarter of the Kaliyuga: in Jambudvipa; in
Bharatavarsha, in Bharathakhanda; in the southern direction from Meru;
in the Saka era; in the Samvatsara Chitrabhanu of the cycle of 60 years
beginning Prabhava: in the Hemanta season; during the (sun’s) northern
course on the auspicious day Monday the 7th tithi of the light half of
the month Makara; on the auspicious day in which is the asterism
Revati, the Siva Nakshatra, Siva Yoga, Sivakarana, the Subha Yoga,
Subha-karana and other (auspicious) times are in conjunction™.

Then he says, Sri Ramanathaswarasya pratahkale abhishekartham
snapanapujam vidhivadaham karishiye. — “For the holy morning-bath
Ramanatheswara, | perform the necessary worship of the bath as prescribed
by rules”, and taking akshatha in his right hand he puts small guantities
of it, with his left; Ist on the ghatam or large pot, saying:— Sapta-
vidha-samudra tirthan avadhayami. -<I defy the
waters in the vessel™;

seven kinds of ocean
20d into the kalasa, on Petal No. 1 saying-Gangam
avapayani: “I fill up water from Ganga”. Into the 2nd Kalasa saying:-
Yamunam avapayami; into the 3rd ~ Narmadam avapayami; into the 4th-
Sarasvatim avapayami: into the 5th - Sindunadhim avapayami; into the 6th-
Godavarim avapayami: into the 7th - Kaverim avapayami; inlo the S§th.
Tamraparnim avapayami; into the 9th - Sivatirtham avapayami and (nto the
-10th Kalasa saying : Saravan Punyatirthan avapayami.

A sthanikar brings betel- leaf, plantains and sugar and aoother brings
a single dipa and dhupa and the bhattar waves the dhupa.

Then he sprinkles a few drops of water over the betel-leal, sugar
and fruit and offers them in succession as naivedya.

“[ perform all the obeisances.”

A sthanikar next brings, in separate dishes, honey, plantains, curds,
milk, ghee and sugar2® thus enumerated: —
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“Of the curds, honey, milk, ghi and sugar, begin (rom the middle
and place them all in the five sacred spots, pronouncing the Brahma-
mantra.*' Twice two and a quarter times of sugar must be in the
mixture.  This kind of mixture, which is called Panchamirta must be
offered three times to the god”.

The bhattar goes into the shrine and removes the garland, Rowers
and bilva leaves and hands them to a second sthanikar, who takes them
o the chapel, of Chandikeswara. Then the bhattar stands before the figure
of Ganapathi or Vigneswara, in the Ardhamandapa with joined hands
ard says:-

““Thou elder brother of Skanda, the lord of all the ganas! [ have
begun the worship of Siva with his beloved wife: be pleased to favour me
with freedom ‘rom all obstacles ™.

Then he goes to the Nandi and removes the garland of the previous
evenirg, and those on all the other images in the temple and takes those
of the gods to Chandikeswara - those of the Ammans to Chaodikeswari.

This takes half-an.hour to do.

Returning to the garbhagriha, he sprinkles water on the linga, (prokshana)
and now begins the abhisheka. The curtain is drawn and a sihanikar has
already filed a large vessel in the shrine with water from the Kotitirtha
and now brirgs the sandalwood paste or ointment already described and
the bhattar, rubs it over the linga and pours water onit. The sthanikar
next brings powder of siyakkay (mimosa abstergens) and the bhattar mixes
it n a brass cup with water, forming a very thin paste and pours it on
the linga and again water. The same follows with powdered cinnamor,
and turmeric: then the sthanikar opens the tender coconut and the .bhattar
pours the water of it inte a bowl and thence over the linga, followed by
water: then the curd, ihe ghee, the milk, the sugar mixed with water and
the honey are successively poured on and each followed by an ablution
of water. Next ‘the panchagavya already described is brought and poured
on and again water and lastly thin sandalwood ointment. Then he ties a
cloth to the middie of the linga and offers naivedya of mudgannram
(Tamil pongal) made of boiled rice, grcen dhal, ghee, pepper and cumin.
first sprinkling it with water and then moving his hand five times towards
the linga saying:- Mudgannam naivedvami. Next he waves a dhupa with
4 or 5 lights on it whilst the sthanikar rings the tell: then dipa. then

B 69



camphor and the curtain is withdrawn and again drawp. The bhattar now
takes the cloth off the linga and pours water over it and a sthanikar
brings over the ten kalasas of water in the order in which they have been
already numbered and gives them to the bhattar who pours them over the
linga and gives the cmpty vessel to another sthanikar. The ghatam (or large
vessel) is next brought and the sthanikar holding it, the bhattar takes a
mango leaf and dips the top of it into the water thrice dropping it ecach
time on the linga. Then throwing the Ieaf into the Ardhamandapa, he
takes the sankh and the sthanikar pours water into it which the bhattar
pours over the linga: this is repeated thrice. The sthanikar now gives him
the ghatam, which he empties also over the linga. Next the sthanikar
brings to the bhattar a vessel of Ganga®® water. which he pours in the
same way. Then a dry cloth is given with which to dry it. Next he
washes all round the linga with water from the larger vessel in the shrinc.
Then two clothes are brought for vastra and upavastra, which are tied
round the middle and thrown over the top of the linga. The sthanikar
next brings the silver tripundra or mark, of three horizontal bars and the
bhattar, making the usuval mark with sandal paste, presses the tripundra
against it so that it sticks and pws a tilaka or round mark over the

central bar. Then silver eyes are brought which are similarly stuck on;
and lastly a garland is put over it

The sthanikaras come out of the mandapa and pour water in f{ront
of the great Nandhi- which is built up and plastered over and is of great
size. Water is also poured on all the other lingas. The bhattar takes

sandalwood paste in a cup and bilva leaves and goes round to all the lingas
and images, putting a tilaka on
top.

each and laying two bilva leaves on the

The Sthanikars next bring with music from the kitchen, mudgannam
(Tamil pongal), gulannam (or rice prepared with sugar, ghi.green dhal, carda-
mom, milk and coconut), sambhannam, (rice cooked with tamarind, sesamum
oil, chillies, mustard aud sall), brcad made of black gram, (phaseolus radi-
atus), bread of rice-flour with sugarand ghi, a cake of rice - flour drawn
into threads like maccaronni, rice with milk, dhal boiled with salt, curds, ghi
and curries. This is brought in to the Ardhamandapa near the shrine door

and the bhattar sprinkles it with water and taking a bilva leaf: he places
it at the foot of the linga.

Then pouring water thrice he says, as before:-Arghayam, etc. Next
he waves a bilva leal towards the image waving his hand five times: mean-

while music is going on in the Nandimandapa and a sthanikar rings a
bell in the temple.
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The sthanikars now remove all the food to aroom to the south-east
of the Amman shrine, besides the kitchen, delivering it into the charge of a
Maniyakaran, who locks it up. In the temple, a sthanikar takes a Dbell in
his left hand and a dhupaand dipa in the other and ringing the bell gives
the dhupa to the bhattar and withdraws the curtain, The bhattar waves the
dhupa, saying:- Dhupam aghrapayami and pours water: thrice on the floor
(achamaniya) then waves a dipa with one light (ckamukha) saying:- Dipam
darsayami: then a sthanikar gives him a lighted saptasthana dipa which he
waves with both hands, saying:- Alankara dipam darasayam. He returns
cach in turn to a second sthanikar. Then he pours water on the floor
saying:- Achmaniya, and receives the pancha-sirsha-naga-dipa, which he
waves saying, dipam darsayami snd so in succession he receives the
vrishapa dipa. the purusha-mriga-dipa, the nakshatra-dipa and the Kumbba
dipa and waves each. first in a wavy line from above downwards?® then
thrice round going up on the lelt and down on the right side and lastly
bringing it straight downwards and saying the same words. Here the
sthanikar stops ringing the bell and the priest repeats certain mantras,

“First the incense is to be offered; then the priest presents the
sacred mea!; then after presenting betel-leaf, thc light must be presented;
then the mahadipa, bhuta rudra dipas; the naga dipa; the sesha dipa;
the purshamiriga dipa; the nakshtradipa which is arranged in three rows
of five, three and one respectively; all these dipas each with its worship
must be waved before the God: then the digbanda and Apakuntha ceremony
with sandal powder and incense must be performed; the Pandhamudra
and Dhenumudra must be presented; the waving of the Arati with the five
Brahmans and the six angas must be performed: the waving of camphor
ceremony must take place when the sound of the bell must be stopped;
after the Niranjana, the achamaniyaka must be offered; then the sparkling
mark of kumkum must be placed between the eve-brows .

Then the bhattar pours water on the floor, saying. achamaniya and
with ashes, kept by the door-lamp, he puts a tilaka on the linga. A
sthanikar next gives him a looking-glass which he shows to it; a small
umbrella which he holds over it for a little; a chamara that he whisks
twice or thrice;: and a fan of peacock feathers which he waves for three
or four minuies. Then he takes flowers and bilva leaves and presenting
them to the linga, with joined hands, hc repeats certain mantras.

““For the atonement of any mistakes that I may have committed in
my worship, I have performed the worship. May it give you pleasure
( satisfaction)! "
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He next commences the archana; facing the north and }lmldmg.ﬂ
tray in his hands with bilva leaves, the bhattar stands in the shrine, while
the Adhyana bhattar is standing i the Ardhamandapa.

A sthanikar has now brought back the food from the arai or pantry

and the bhattar sprinkles it with water and waves his hand from it towards
the linga and says some mantras.

Next, he gives holv ashes (vibhuthi), bilva leaves and water, to
those who are worshipping in the Mahamandapa. A sthanikar then takes
some boiled rice in a basin and covers it with a cloth, another brings_ a
bell in his left hand and a dhupa and dipa in his right and they go with
music to all the lingas in the enclosure, the bhattar following. To each
linga the sthanikar 1ifts the corner of the cloth, the bhattar waves his
hand, offering naivedya and presents the dhupa and dipa. The same is then
done at the shrines of Vinavaka, Subramanya, & c.

Next the bhattar pours water and lays down bilva leaves and rice
on each end of the threshold of each door of the Mahamandapa.
A copper image like a trisula (Sivali-a Balidevata) fixed in a hemisphe-
rical base is now carried in a small palanquin by two men out at the
castern door of the Mahamandapa, down the north steps and round the shrine
by the south, the bhattar lollowing and putting water, bilva leaves and
food on all the balipitams—of which there are nine to the south and
three in [ront of the Mahamandapa. Coming round by the north the
palanquin is carried out to the Nandi mandapa, round the northern side of
it, out into the second prakara and to the Yagasala in the north -east.
There the sthanikar puts fire into one of the homakundas and the bhattar
goes in and taking as much food thrice as his fingers will lift.

he puts
it into the fire, saying, Devabali, Bhutabali and Iswarabali, The palanquin
is now brought back to the great gilt balipitam behind the dhvajastambha,

on which the bhattar pours water and lays bilva leaves
food from the tray carried by the attendant sthanikar,
with water and offers saying :- -‘Bahyadevataphyo balim
This food is then given to' the attendant whose duty it is
sankh. The bhattar then pours the remaining water on the balipita and
throws the rest of the bilva leaves upon it, and the palanquin proceeds
by the southern side of the Nandhi to the Mahamandapa, ascending to the
cast door by the southern steps. The bhattar now locks the door of the

Ardhamandapa and the third or Udayakalapuja is closed. the time being
now about noon.

and a ball of
this he sprinkles
naivedyami®.
to blow the
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And a Pandaram (oduvar) also repeats another Tevara. ‘‘That Fhe
daughter of Videha (Sita) sceing the deer mistook it, without knowing
that it was a Rakshasa come in disguise to emtrap her, has after a}l
taken a beautiful turn by establishing for ever the mamec of Rameswarm™.

The sthanikar meanwhile swings the cot to and fro and fans hthe
images, and people attending for worship are supplied with sacred ashes.

Other sthanikars now lock and seal the doors of all the shrines;
all go out, and the sthanikar counts the jewels on the images, C¥015";5
and seals the door, locks the prakara doors and departs about midnight.

THE PUJA UTENSILS

In observiog the ritual detailed already a number of utensils are
made use of on the occasion. A set of five vessels is made use of when
the puja commences. It goes by the name of ‘Pancha Kalasam’ or ‘Pancha
Pathram’. The word ‘Pathram’ means ‘that which holds or contains the
drink’ and that is water ordinarily. Hence these vessels are for containing
water. There is of course nothing extraordinary in the use of a fe\':v
vessels for containing water during the performance of the puja, when }t
is viewed from an ordinary standpoint. But the study of its rationale is
highly interesting since it reveals the profound spiritual truths on which the
usage is based. A rational explanation can be given for the use of five
vessels for holding water and five only neither more nor less.

When a distinguished personage or a very old person visits one’shouse,
it is ordained in thc Dharma Sastras that he should be welcomed with
‘Argyapadhya’ and ‘achamaneeya’. Argya is water offered to wash the
hands. Padhya is water offered 1o wash feet. And Achamaneeya is water

offered to be taken in small spoonfuls thrice. The three vessels, out of

the five used on puja occasions, contain water for the purpose referred to
above. The fourth ‘Snaniyam’ contains water for bathing and the fifth for
general use such as cleaning the vessels and so on.

First taking the vessel containing water for general use and examining
its rationale, it will be secen that from a hygienic standpomnt, it is highly

desirable, that vessel used to contain drinks as well as water for bathing

and other purposes, should be kept scrupulously clean and hence a sepa-
rate vessel for containing water for cleaning such vessels is a sine quanon,
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on all occasions. It is a store of water to be used to wash things gene-
rally clean. Spiritually it is meant to represent the physical body which
serves the purpose of refining the emotions and the mind.

Argya is water offered for washing the hands as has been already
pointed out. The sceince of health requires the hands to be very clean if
food is takcn with the hands, We might have touched many undesirable
things and hence the hands must be thoroughly cleansed before sitting to
eat. We require clean water to do so; hence a scparate vessel is kept
for containing water for that purpose. The spiritual significance is the wish
that the hands of rhe holy men may be raised to house they visit and
to purify its inmates just as the water offered purifies the hands of the
holy men and makes them feel the cool and pleasant sensation of contact
with water.

Padhyan also may be similarly expained. We might have trodden on
undesirable things such such as the sputum of a consuptive patient or any such
other things and hence it is desirable that we wash our feet before entering
a house, to avoid the possibility of bringing into the house we visit,
sicrobes of contagious diseases. From a spiritual standpoint, it means a
prayer to the holy person that his visit should be friendly and not inimical
<“Snaniya” is to have the same effect as a argya end padhya but rather
in a higher degree.

This procedure of every day before taking one’s meals has a highly
beneficial effect since it creates a sort of mental atmosphere that every-
thing in the house is pure and consequently no sickopess, etc., can occur
in that house.

The several puja vessels are made use of in various ways. The most
prominent of them, the BELL -is rung whenever the attention of the God
is deisred to be attracted by the devotec just as we ring a calling bell or
make a noise to invite the attention of any person. Spiritually it signifies
that effort on our part is essential to attract special notice of God
towards us.

The MIRROR, called in Sanskrit Dharpanam is shown to the God
as a mark of reverence and attention to his comfort and luxury. Spriti-
tually it means that He is the supreme consciousness under whose shade
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everylhing else remains protected. An umbrella, in Hindu scriptures, means
power.

There is also a crescent-shaped utensil which is whown to the deity
at the time of worship. ¥t is called in Tamil Chandravattam. It shows

spritually the secondary light cmapating from the moon. the primary light
being that from the sun,

There is also a vessel [or burning incepsc in. From a hygieni_c
standpoint, it may be to serve the purpose of a disinfectant. Spiritually, it
means that the organ of smell is his gift, just as the bell may be taken
o indicate his gift of the organ of Hhearing.

Then we have a number of utensils for showing the deity light,
emanating trom one f{lame, five flames, six flames, seven flames and so on.
The light is acknowledged to be the most precious gift of God to man.

It is the source of all knowledge.

Some people have more of it and some
less.

Even animals,, plants and minerals have consciousness varying only
in the degree of intensity. So in the worship of deities, light occupies a
very prominent and important part., Waving one flame before the diety is
to indicate that creatures of only one sense are of course his creatures.
Similarly waving five, six and seven flanes indicate that creatures of diverse
degrees of intelligence are his children

There is also an utensil resembling the image of a five-headed serpent
from each head of it a wick soaked in oil projects and burns giving out
a flame. A serpent, in Hindu Scripture, generally indicates infinite space.
Maha-Vishnu sleeping on the serpent Sesha is allegorial and means he is

floating in space permeating all his creatures through and through with his

vitality. Hence these flames from the five heads are meant to indicate

the knowledge in the five stutes of consciousness - the waking consciousness-
the dream consciousness. the consciousness in deep sleep and

two other
stated beyond the above three.

Each of the above states of consciousness
is experienced in worlds of matter of different kinds of intensity,
living things. Mabha-Vishnu alone having the
these states,

by the
unified consciousness of all

There is also another flame from an image in brass of a bull. A
bull, the vahana of Siva as well as the other vahanas viz-Garuda of
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5. To his grandson Satavadhanam Muthuswami Ayyangar, an able Pandit

and Poet, I am indebted for much of the information given below respecting
the puja.

G. The Sthanikars prepare the lights, carry the water, [ower, food etc.,
used in the Puja, keep the jewels, carry the silver sticks in processions, cook
the rice, naivedya, ring the beli during puja, and hold torches to let the
Sudras see where they are not permitted to enter.

7. As the same ceremonies are gone through in all the four shrines it will
be sufficient to confine this account to the principal shrine.

8. Those from the Amman temple are carried to the image of Chandikes-
wari.

9, Printed in the Punyavachanapanchadi,

10. Composed of sandalwood powder, musk, saflron, flowers, sandalwood

oil, civet (javadu and punuhu) bezoar (gorochana & pachha karpura). There are
sixteen kinds of baths.

First of all, by the scented oil; second, by the lime juice; third, by the
flour of green pulse: fourth, by turmeric-powder; flfth, by. the wet cloth;
sixth, by the Panchagauya; seventh, the milk bath: eighth is said to be honey;
ninth is said to be ghee; tenth, is panchamirta; eleventh, the fruit juice ought
to be poured; twelth js said to be honey; thirteenth to be sugar-cane juice;
fourteenth, the tender coconut (juice); fragrant water and sixteenth comes the

pure water. Thus sixteen kinds of baths with the pouring pure water in the
midst, are enumerated.

“The petformance of the bath-worship in the morning takes away all our

The performance of the bath - worship at the noon gives us all prosperity.
The performance of the bath-worship in the evening drives away all
ness.”’

sins.

our sick-

11, i.e. of a man possessed by the Betala.

0

2. The famous Manasa Saras.

13. Sometime this is done with three fingers.

14. Formed somewhat in the shape of a quadreped, with the cup for the
light in place of the head.
15. They serve in turns each a whole day.

16. Here the other elephant makes his Salam Salutation and retires.

17. The precept lor delying the vessel. At the foot, of the vessel, Brahma is
to be worshipped. In the middle, Vishnu must be worshipped. On the brim, Rudra
is to be worshipped. And on the two sides, Nandi and Kala are to be worshipped.
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18. The North is the proper side in all marriage and propitious ceremcnies: in
Sraddahs and cermonies relating to to the dead the South is the proper side.

19. Mental vow or resolution.

20. At the Ardra feast [Tamil Trivadirai] on the Athirajakshtra in Marghazhi,
jack fruit, mangoes, pomegraniles, tender coconuts, grapes, sugar-cine and buiter
are added,

21. Five mantras beginning with it are caliled Brahmemantras.

22. Pilgrims from the north often bring Ganges water which is received with
great eclat; elephants and dancing girls, going out with music to convey it to the
temple.

23. At a festival I observed that the bhattar who waved the lamps held down
his hand after each, that one of the sthanikars might pour a little water on the
fingers of jt, then he took a flower out of his left hand and threw it at orupon
the dipa he was a about to receive. A second time bhattar. always repeats the
formula at his left hand.

24. The shrine being perfectly dark, lights are kept burping behind the linga
all day.

25. In S. 1562 Tirumalai is said to have given to the temple the villages ofl
Puliyankudi, Kumarakurichi and Karumal with its hamlets and a copper-plate
deed and in S. 1570 Raghunatha gave Muluttakam, Nambitalai and Attur, with
separate copper-plate deeds for the first and the other two. None of these copper-
plates are now to be found in the temple.

Editor’s Note (1975)

[ This article gives the state of thc temple rituals as they were observed
in 1900. Since then, many changes have occured. The most significant
are (1) the abolition of the Devadasi (Dancing girl) System and (2) ihe
throwing open of the temple to Harijans.] —SOMALAY
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