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Adambaskkam,
Madras-186,

N. RAMAKRISHNAN, MP, Znd April, 1968,

1 cergratulate ©13 K. Negemeani in bringing tbis beok
of Azhagar Kuravanji with Music notaticn. The effort ig
very welccme, This delightful piece of dance-drama has at
last come out, asit were, from the dust of historical anti-
quity. Mere-over it is breught out by no less a person than
the great-grandson of the author E&v: Kurjsva Bharathi.

Myself ard tbe members of my fomily bave mcre
then once heard and enjcyed this Kuravanji ably rendered by
Sri Nsgawani's father, the late Vidwan Koteeswara Iyer.
Ope can never forget the delicacies of varicus buman emo-
tions witk which this drama is replete so exquisitely rendered
by Sri Koteeswara Iyer with a richness of Fhava characteris-
tie of his musie.

Sri Negemeni bar tried bis best o get the music pieces
reduced into notation as fait}fully s porsible {0 the original
tunes. He has even in his boyhcecd heard his father sing thig
Kuravanji and he has but reproduced the music forms sop

* indelibly impressed in him. He has but accomplished g
duty which is exzpucted of the heir of a rich musical
heredity.

(3d.) N. RAMAKRISHNAN
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Sangita Sastra Ratnakara Phone: 71907
Prof. P. SAMBAMOORTHY, B.A,, B.L. Residance :
Dirsetor, Sangita Vadyalaya, Madras. 116, Santhome High Road,
Visising Profassor, S. V. College of Mylapore, Madras-4,
Music & Dance, Tirupati, 29-—3—1963.

FOREWORD

The music world is thankful to SritNagamani, the great
grandson of Ka vi Kupnjara Bharathi for having published this
book Hithertc the bare texts of Kuravanjis alone were
published. This book will have the distinction of being the
first Kuravanji in Tamil to be published with notation. The
notation will enable all those endowed with swaragnanam to
learn the songs and feast their ears as well as the ears of
their listeners. Azhagar Kuravanji was first produced on the
stage in the Annamalai Manram, }Madras on the 25th of
December 1960. It was also produced over the Madras
Radio Many people have thirsted to learn these songs

This work is a timely publications

a higﬁ entertainment value. From the point of view of
musical excellence, they stand midway between the classical
Bhagavata Mela Nataka and the rustic dance drama. Where-
as the music of a few songs here and there may rise to
classical heights, the music of the bulk of the songs is
characterised by a certain simplicity and native echarm, The
ragas used in the Kuravanji Natakas are all rakti ragas
Genuine folk tunes ocour here and there. The sequences of
jatis (rhythmical solfa passages) interspersed in between the
sahityas at apt places keep up the lively dance atmosphere.
Kuravanjis, when produced well, have a gripping interest.

Kuravanjis are dance dramas in Tamit. They have a
B VU



iv

\The spicy humour of scme of the songs keeps the audience
lively. Scme kuravaniis like the Tirukutraja Kuravanji
and Azhagar Kuravanji have a literary value as well.

Kuravanjis are woven round the stock theme of a lady
falling in love with the King, Minister or a Noble man of the
place. Iu a few Kuravanjis, the lady falls in love with the
Deity of the local shrine, when the latter is taken out in a
gorgeous procession preceded by all the glamorous para-
phernalia. The pangs of love are protrayed in a telling
manner. The gipsy woman appears on the scene, reads the
hand of the heroine and foretells that her desires would be
falfilled. She is given valuable Presents by the heroine,
The happy union vltimately takes place. In the songs sung
by the gypsy woman, there is a fund of interesting madterial
pertaining to geography and sociology.

Azhagar Kuravanji is a brilliant compogition. Its
author is Kavi Kunjara Bharati (1810-1896), Kayi Kunja-
ram js the title conferred upon the poet by Gauri Vallabha
Rajah of Sivaganga and this title has been perputuated as
his name  His original name was Kotiswaran. He was the
Samasthana Vidwan in the courts of Ramnad and Sivaganga.
Kavi Kunjara Bharati’s Magnam opus is the Skanda Purana
Kirtanas, He is also the author of Perinba Kirtanas- His
songs are noted for their beautiful musie, sweet dictiop and
fine ideas. They breathe the fragrance of devotion. The
Azhagar Kuravanji wag completed in 1840, The story

centres round Sundararaja Perumal, the presiding Deity of
Azbagar kovil in Madurai District.

STQORY

The play starte with un jave
Vighneswara in Kanada Raga.
This is followed by the woll-kn
“Swami Mayuragiri Vadivela”

catory song in praise of
This song is ic sanskrit
OWn song in Khamas raga
in praise of Subramanya,
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The song invoking the blessings of the Goddess of learning
is in Athana raga and has a bright start. A picturesque
desoription of Malazhagar surrounded by devotees perfor-
ming various services is given in u song in Saranga raga.
The heroine Mohanavalli appears on the scone and she is
engaged in sports with her maid+  How she was playing the
ball is described in a captivating soug in Khamas raga. A
Kummi teeming with rhetorical beauties is next rendered.
Malazhagar comes in procession The heroine sees him and
falls in love with Him. The well-known song ‘Ivanarc Ari-
yene” in Kambhoji raga ia sung by her on that oceasion. This
song gives wide scope for the display of skill in abhinaya.
Mohauavalli sends a maid to go to Him and communicate her
desices. The delay in the acrival of ths hero makes her feel
sad. In her love-distress, she rebukes the moon and the
cupid. She addresses the sea in a song in Senjuruttiraga.
This Senjurutti is the pure Senjurutti of South Indian music
without the admixture of sadharana gandhara. Tyagaraja
and Gopealakrishna Bharati have portrayed in their songs
only the upanga type of Senjurutti. The North Indian para-
llel Janjhuti takes the Komal gandhara in addition. This
bhashanga type of raga is seen in the javali, Sakhi prana
of Dharmapuri Subbarayar- In the song in Kedaragaula
raga, Pavaiye sami varumun, the sakhi asks the heroine to

be patient and not become restiess.

The gypsy woman appears on the scene. The songs
sung by her narrating the glory of her tribe, their time-
honoured ocoupations, the picturesque nature of their moun-
tainous abode and her skill in foretelling one’s future afford
delightful reading. She waxes slogquent on her capacity to do
things impossible on their very face, like twisting the sand
into a rope and drawing strands from out of stone. The
kuratti is requested to read the palm of the hand of the
heroine. After offering her customary prayers to the Hill
Doities, the Kurattl starts on her work and finally predicis
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that the heroine's desires will be fulfilled. She is given
veluable presents. The happy union takes place. The play
concludes with a mangalam. Besides the songs, scholarly
verses adorn the play. Rhetorcal beauties like yamakam,
antya prasa etc., are seen in abundance.

The play is prolonged by the introduction of the
singan-singi-kuluvan episode. Zoologists will find interesting
details relating to birds in the songs sung by the Kuluvan.

(Sd-) P. SAMBAMOORTHY
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